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Tatrons of learning '.patterns of Honor* 




noble Lord 



tins tellcth 



that in old tim6 there were 



but feuen wife men to be found in the world 
but now it feemes there are hardly feuen igno 
rant. For a man can no fooner fet a fairemarke 
but eucriti bungler; will out. with his bolt 

though he could cor'nkum oculos confgert) miA like a 

Roman Cenfor will giue his cenfure, though (often) no more to the 
purpofe then Magnification Mat/m^s it is in the French proucrb. V Ve 
are now fallen into that criticall age,wherein Cenfim libtrorum arc be- 
come Ccnfim libromm^ Laiores 9 Lilio*u : and cuery mans works and wri- 
tings (both prime inuentions,and fecondhand-tranflations) are ar~ 
raigncd at the tribunall of each pecLntical Anfianhes vnderftanding. 

For if a man follow the point orderly and,wcll,he is curious: if he di- 

greffe neuerfolittlc,he isfriUojoustif theftylc be elaborate^ fmel- 
leth of the focket : if (bmewhit neglected and incult , it is good for 
nothing,buttobe paper for hispocket. If the worke (well with quo- 
tations andcarie a large margcnt,it is nothing but a rhap/odic. If it 
be nakedjwithout all allegations, it's plaine Dun(hblc,and a meerc 
fopperic. If the author write in praife of any, they fine him for a flat- 
tercnif of none,for a maligner. Our anceftors called Herodoivs 

Pat rem IIi(hrU : thefe cenforious SltS^Patrem Fabularftm t They thought 

him worthy to be read at the games of olympw: thefe men reade him 

but as a Canterburie talc,to hold children from play,and old f< 
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from 



from the chimney corner. Notwithftanding, if Readers were one* 
ly cenforious,thc matter were the Icflej but they are alfo humo- 
rous: For mens faces arc not more differing then their fancies and 
affc&idns. 2 e n o hath (till two forts of fchollcrs in euery fchoole, 
tAM J?* and wtiw, fome affecting nothing b\xtf»bieaam fcitntiam> foli- 
ditic of matter : others rcfpe&ing nothing but fubiefamfentemam, 

cjuaintnclfc in regard of the manner. The former being (like vnto 
C at o) heluoncs Itbrorum (men of fteele ftomacks) can digeft any dif- 
courfe (though ncuer fo courfc)that comes to hand.The later (like 
ourdaintie dames) can away withnothing, except they haue finer 
bread then can be made of wheat.Some are like S o c r a t e s,whom 
nothing can plcafe but Ethicks , fome difcourfe of morall Philofo- 
phie.Others(like E p i c v r v s)can rclifh nothing but Phyficks,fome 
fubtill difputation of natural Philofophic.Somc take plcafurc in no- 
thingjexceptitbefullofplainneiTeandperfpicuitie. Others (of a 
more refined and fublimate temper) can fauour nothing but that 
which exceeds the vulgar capacitie.Some with Plvtarch cannot 
fancie Aristotles Metaphyficks.Othcrs with Capella&Pol- 
l i o find Solcecifmes in T v ll y, and I know not what Patauinitie in 
Li v i e.So that it may be truly faid/* return omnium ,ftc liter arum quoque in- 
temper antia labor amm: As we arc ficke of a furfet of all other things, fo of 
learning alfo.Therfore confidering there are fo many theeues lying 
in the way, and fo many pirats in this our paper-fea (as wcl fea-dogs 
as land critickes) it cannot be that any mans writings fhould fafely 
trauaile into any country without fafe conductor ariue at any coaft 

without a conuoy. 

Vouchfafc therefore (Right honourable Lords, and by right 

mod worthy to be honoured, becaufe deferts haue made you truly 
honorable)to giue your pafTe to this Apologie^ow that it is to pafTc 
the file of fo many and fo diuerfc iudgements : and to let the Sunnc 
of your fauourable afpc&s giue Ihinc to this new world: the Author 
whereof being a man fo well knowne to the learned, and fodcarc to 
your renowned Vnkle (that worthy Knight of famous memory Sir 
PhilipSidne y)canot be vnknownc nor vnwelcom to your Lord- 
fhips.Of whom albeit I cannot fay as N a z i a n z e n doth of B a s 1 l, 

that there is no more comparifon betweenchim and his fcllowcs, 
then betweene the pillars in the Church and their madows:Yet thus 
much I hope I may fpeake without offence, that as he was a man of 
the rarcft skill in the Grcckc *ongue$ fo of thefineft conceit in plca- 

fanc 
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fant difcourfe that euer this age affoorded.Iappeale no further then 
to this Apologie, wherein (to parallekthofc hiftories in H er od o- 
t v s,which fecme to fome fo incredible, and fo to (lop the mouth es 
of thofe Didymifts,who wilibeleeuc nothing except their fenfes fay 
Amen) he hath fo artificially couched diuers Centuries of our ftran- 
gefl moderne hiftorics(as an abridgement of the wonders of former 
Ages)and that with fuch feftiuitic,varietie,breuitie and perfpicuitic, 
as the like(l pcrfwade my fclfc)is not to be found in the French, and 
I dare boldly fay was neuer in the Englifh tongue bcfore.Here your 
Lordfhips fhall fee the rufticitic of former times, and the falhions of 
forraincountries:asalfo the cheating cunnicatchcr^thequackfaluing 
rnountcbanke,thc kind cuckold, the rigging hufwile, themcrcilcire 
murtherer,the griping vfurcr,the lawlefle Lawyer, the ignorant,co- 
uctous,and fantafticall Phyfitianj&c.foliuely defcribed & laid forth 

in their colours,as if A pelles had bene here with his penfill.But c£ 
pecially (as a garland to all the reft) the gluttonie, Iechcric, crueltie, 
felonie,bIafphemie,ftupiditie,and the like cardinall vertues of our 
good Catholicks ofthe Romilh Hierarchyrand that(how euer they 
beare it out with a RomancrcfoIutibn,in arrogating to themfelues 
the glorious name of catholicks ,and branding their oppofites with the 
odious tcarme of Heretich , as ccrtainc Heathen in old time called 



themfelues Detfts.&nd all men elfc Me/pyznd thetTurke at this day 
who wil needs be the true u nfulman ,and all the world befides Pagan . ) 
that(I fay)theirCatholick religion is nothing but catholick corrup 
tion,and Catholicke Papifts,catholickc herctickes. 

Seeing therefore ( moft noble and my moft honoured Lords) 
the qualities of the mind(as Philofophy ieachcth)do commonly run 
on a blood,(as in Rome the Lelij were wife, the publuoLcuxxtousjht 
P/^/frugalljthc religious,&c.) I am in good hope that as your 
honourable Vnkle highly cfteemed the Author of this Apologie in 
regard of his excellent parts , and incomparable knowledge in the 
Greeke tongue,and kindly entertained him in his trauaile, and that 
atfundrie timesjas firft at Uaddbergh^Xw that at str*ub*rgh jxiA laft of 
all at vknna in «/?m:and curteoufly accepted the two books which 
he dedicated vnto him, the one*coming out of his preffe, thc*othcr *c,txc.tc<\. 
oncly from his pen:fo you(who forcrunne all as farrc in curtefie as in 
pedegree) will as kindly entcrtaine this his poorcOrphane newly 
come into a ftrange country,and hauing lately learned the language 
of the place. And were it but oncly that your renowned Vnkle (1 can 
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neuer name him too often whom 1 can neuer fufficiently honor) and 
your honourable Mother (the vcrtuous Ladie, and thrife renowned 
Countcfie of Pembroke) hauetrauailed in this kind, in tranflating 
fome of the workes of that Phoenix of Francc,the Lord du Plefu.imo 
our Englim tongue; I perfwadc my felfc,it would not be vngratefull 
to your Lordfhipsiefpecially being dedicated by him who hath dedi- 
' catcd and deuotedhimfelfe,to employ his pen and paines, and what 
feruice he can elfeperforme for the honour of your houfe. In confi- 
dence therefore of your accuftomed elemencie, as the Author dedi- 
catcdhis World of vvoRDs(lmeanehistrea(ury of the Greek 
tonguc)to the grcatcft Princes of hurope; that vnder their names it 
might pafle with greater applaufe to their Vniuerfities:Soldo here 

humbly commend this his World of VVoNDERS(aworkof 

farrc lefle volume, but no lefle value) to your honorable protection, 
that vnder your patronage it may pafle to the vniuerfe of ourBrittilh 
hatio. And verily among thofc rriany radiant Diamonds which do fo 
beautifie his Highneflc Crowne & Diademe,! could fee none more 
refplcndent,and confcquently fitter to be placed in the Frontifpicc 
ofthisworkc (likctwogreatlightstoftiineinthcheauenofthisncw 
world) then your two Lordlhips, For who more fit to patronage fo 
conceited a worke, then they who fonheir fufficiencie are be ft able 
to iudgc of concaits?and by their excellent difcouifc (as it is faid of 
Ashbk) toaffoordplcafurcsforaKing ? And to whom Oiould flu- 
dents hauc recourfe, but to thofe who are amid jludiorum&fiudioforum^ 

bothloucrs oflearningandoflearncdmen?(whoferccompcncein 
this barren Age,wet e it not for fiich bountiful benefactor s,would be 
but fmall; their bed might be vpon the ftraw atthefigncof theStar, 
and they get nothing but their labour for their paines.) And if it be a 

true faying, 7 Vw/f/a are to be dedicated to the Godsend bookes to good men JO who 

may I better dedicate this Apologie,thcn to your good Lordlhips, 
in whom thofc eminent parts and almofthcroicall venues of your 




areft Vnkle(whofevntimely death hath bene fo infinitely regret 

red)arc now (as out of the allies of the /V;«w,v)quickned and reuiued 
again?and in whom the blofToms of many rare vertues putting forth 
lo timely in this Aprillofyour age, do promife more thenordinary 
fruitc of great good in time to come? 

But left Ifhould /ceme to guild gold : and for that you are not 
wont to feed vpon the wind of mens words; I ccafe to be further 
troublefome: though neuer ceafing in my beft wifhes and defircs to 

pray 



pray to the higheft Maieftic,th at great God of heauen and earth 

(who is great without cjuantitie,good without qualitic,i nfinite with- 
out place,etcrnall without time ; whofe prouidencc rcacheth from 
the Center to the Circumference 5 from the fillieftScyniphjothc 
higheft Seraphin,) to blcfTc your Lordlhips withhealth of body, 
peace of confcicnce,incrcafe of honour,and length of dates: that his 
moft excellent Maicftic may long enioy fuch faithfull Achateses, 
and learning fuch bountif ull Mecjenates: and that in the end of 

mortalitie (after the reuolution of many happy yearcs) you 

may attaine to that happineffc that neuer 

(hall hauc end. 

Your Lordfhips 

mo H humbly denoted 
in all dutie and feruice, 







TRANSLATOR 



to the Reader. 




Here offer to thy view and cen fur e ^gentle Reader ) the Tranflation of 
Stephens ApolOgie, written in defence oj Herodotus M (firongly con* 

ceited^utfalfiyfippofed fabulous) HiHory : which Iprcjcnt vnto thee 

vnderthenameof A World of Wonders. When I call it a World of 
Vfondcts,tbinke not that I go about to gull thee with an happclourde 

Jome count erf ait worke , hatting bnely a glorious title , and performing nothing lefjk_j 
then that which the title dothpromife and pretend-, like Lucians Vera* hiftoi ix, or our 
pedl/ng pamphlets , which haue plus falis quam fumptus, More conceit then coft, 

co fning the world with copper for gold [with glaffe for pearle^and feeming for fub fiance* 
Ctnd when Ifay Stephens Apologic, imagine not that thou haft either Patophatus 
his i-jt^A in hand \di 'Goularts Admiranda,<v* Wolffus/;/* Memorabilia,^ Torque- 
mcda's Mandcuilc of miracle.^ or any fuch rhapfodie cf an indigefled hiflory, whofe 
authors are at cofl to print vs new Almanacks of {he laflyeare: but a learned, pithy, and 
plta/ant. Lsfpolcgie ; whofe title doth neither bely the text, nor the text flume the title. 
For as it is called A World of Wonders foitcontaineth aworld 'of "matter \and that 
besond all maruel.So that if Poets do rightly calllnfc Thaumantis filiate rain-bow, 
the daughter of wonder, wc may well call this Apologie A World of wonders, confide* 
rin% the raine-bow hath not halfe the varietie of colours ,that this apologie of ftrangt 
and pleafant hi fortes. And though a wonder laft but nine dates, as the common faying u\ 
yet a World of wonders wil laft to allpofteritie. And verily, if we may comeclure of future 
euents by former pre fi dents , I fee not but that it will remaine (more durable then the [e* 
uen wonders oft he world) etten to many generations: fth it hath already pa/fed the preffe 
(if! hatte counted right) tvel neare fo'urteene times within thefe for tie yearn. And now 
this M art (if the Catalogue decern vs not) we are to receiue a new imprefiion. So that if 
it haue but halfe that kind entertainment herejhat it hath had,andflilhath,hj it owne 



the Printer w;llbenoloffr,hy the ha 



ypurpofe (gentle Reader) to detaine thee with impertinent difcourfe a* 
hut tearmes an dtitles jioryePto obit ft thy patience with a fecond Apolootc for Herodo- 
tus, ( for that wert <butjo deflonrethe t/me,and to write lliada pofVHomcrum, confix 
dertng tt hath bene fuffieKntly performed by Manutius ,Cameramis, and this our it* 

thor.) HowbHtfototbi^ forihis^po. 
logic, to clear e tt ofthofc many imputations and after ftons that are caft vpon it . M well 
vp on the matter of the book as the manner of writing: the truth oft he hifloryjs the m 0 . 
deftte of the hi ft or tan. And fir ft to begin with crimen falfi : Our good Cat holicks abr oade 
and comer- creepers at homesick not to cafl out fitch fteeches asthefe-That it is an eafie 

matter to make the tale run which way flulpleafe the teller V hat as vnder the f aire ft L 
lieth the fo u eft heart, fo(ofte)in the f mot he ft tale the fmalleft truth.ln a word that S te 
phens Apologie is nothing but a rhapfodie of fables of Friers ,deui fed of his / W < and 

therefore the Tranjlator had need to looke to his proofes. But what writer ftmldl 



e in* 



noccnt, 



mcent Jffich fenjleffe prating might paffe for proof e ? T hey Are therefore to know, that 

the greateji fticklers are not atway thegreateftftrikerSy nor the loudeft barkers the forefi 
biters -JVe haue liugd too long to be feared with fuch bugs. K_And I doubt notJ>ut(for all 
tbcfe crackes and brauadoes) they wil take conn fell of their pillow , and ( perhaps) ftroke 
their beards fue times (as the Doctors ^Sorbonnc thataifputed with Eralmus did, 
ere they could bring out one wife word) before they will dtffroue it. For had it bin Jo eafie 
a pil to haue benefwallowed,we Jhould haue heard of them long ere this,conftdering they 
haue had it lying by them full fort iey ear es and more. But this ts the matter: //Stephen 
or fny other orthodoxe writer trip neuer fo little, and miftake but the leaf circttmftance, 
they cry out by and by that they do nothing but belie them, that they mifrcport their atti- 
on s,andfalfifie their pofttions,&c. Wherein they deale like certaine theeuet, who rob- 
bing a true man, and fin ding more money about him then he would be knowne of cried 
out of the falfhoodoftbe world \ that there was no truth to be found among men . They 
may do well to looke a little nearer home-, where WaHingham (one of their owne wri- 
ters) wil tell them that Friers in the raigne of King R ichard the fecond \were fo famous 
(or rather tnfamotu)for ther lyingjhat it was held at good an argument to tea fin thus, 

Hie eft Frater,ergo mendax: §t ft a jftPflV^a ip«: as, Hoc ertalbum,ergo J s ^ cn< 

coloratu.Thisis vvhite,thercfbrc coloured. Andthat they haue not yet /oft the whet. b 
pne,nor left their old wont, may appeare by thofe infinite lettdlies which they haue pub- Kji . j-cfu 

///W/wf/wr legend cNou.Ug 
0 f fees, Pies, Port ifories,Portuifes,&c. For whereas^Mshomct left but 1 1 3 .fables in Angl. toL> 

hit Akarm-.they haue left more then fo many thoufand. F or hardly ft) af I a man find a J'^j fol : 
kafc(l had almofl [aid a ltne)without a lie. T ogitte a tafloffbme few. What 



in 



their writings then fuch fables asthefc? That b Saint Denis //^Arcopagire 



f AlcorSFrac. 



tookevp bis head after it was Jlriken offhand caried it in his hand two miles. Th... ,.,. pj? . M4 . 

Dunftmc tookc thediuelby the nofi with a paire of timers as he looked in at a window, & sdui /\ P ol. 

and made htm cry mo f pitifully. That* Saint Bernac turned oakeleaues into loaues.viz. ^ duc c rl j8 A ' c J > 1 r - 

by changing one letter Jones into fftes, water into wine : and that he failed oner thefea x g '^.Mh 

vpon a Jlone- y as e an hundred and fif tie of 'Iofcph of Arimath. company did vpon his fbns dcS.NicoUoL 
Jl)irt,and f Frier Herueus vpohis mantle.That *Saint N icholas while he lay in his era- Jj' j^ ic 
die fa fled Wedne/dayes and Friday es^n which dayes he would neuer fit eke abotte oncc^. y OU g. 5- 
That b Sa'tnt Chi iftophcr pitched his ftaffe in the ground, and forthwith it budded and |«^c. ^ 
brought forth leaues:at the fight whereof eight thoufand Pagans became Christians. \™^itu 
That ' l Bijhop Trian hatting killed his cow and his calfe to enter taine Saint Pan icke and C ol. 4 . 
his companie, the next morning both of them were fiene feeding in the meadow. That a k J°^ u ^' 
jheepe being ftolen,and not reitored to the owner as Saint Pati icke had commaunded, 49 u,. a. 
hecaufedit to bleatein the belly of him that had eaten it. That 1 Saint Briccius being but l i>«icii>. Jc 
a boy f aw the Diuel behind the Altar, noting the mifdemcanonr of the people in a pcece J'™^. 
ofparchmentxandthat when he wanted Parchment to write on Jh pulled it fo hard with 
bis teeth jbat the parchment rent^ and he knocked his head againjl the wall.^nd th 

m lac.de Vo« 
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Gcbra.'.it A.. 



Martin coniured him fo,that he caufed him to blot out what he had written. Thai 
when tbe m Kings daughter ofSiktl* caft her girdle about the Dragons necke (as S aim 
George had commaurrdedher,) he followed her vp anddowne like a gentle dooge.Thai 
B S . George being caft into a copper fit of boiling lead, by making thefigne oft he crofu 
was refrefhed therein, as if he had bin in a bath. That 0 Saint Goodric\t(that good Nor- « 
folke Sa;nt)ten yeares before his death faw clearly whatfoeuer was done within ten miles £° i* ?ctt , iM 
of him round about: andthat he often faw whateuer was done in all the world. That dcs.uoro> 
* Saint Dom inicks bookes being fallen into the riuer, and lying there three dayes, were 
found by a fijher man y and taken vp as dry as a feather. ThatbSaint Romuald deliuered 

high 



high Points ofdimnitie as foone as he was borne • and prefently after hee was baptized 
a s3 b 'fti!!i m * de * Uar ned Sermon. That* Saint Chriftina fpake when her tongue was cut out. That 
litfl. b SamtMx&m being/wallowed by a Dragon , had no fooner made the ftgne of the 

h ibiJ. ic s. crofTcjmt the Dragon burst afunder, and out jhe came as found as a trout. That c Sy re 
M' p 'S*«* Ambright £^ */ Venice (<v ofVtophjvhetheryou wit) defirom to receiue the sa- 
crament, and being not abk to take it by reafon of continuall cafitng, layd it on his fide, 



Corp 



vpo the place next hit heart , faying, Lord thou knowejt that J hue thee with all my h 



coLj.4. 



parti 



" U ° * J / would' fainc receiue thee with my mouth if I durft ; "but becaufc I may not, I lay the* vr* 

the place that is next my heart : and hauing fo faid, his fide opened, and when theJto/i 
A Capgr.Lcg, wasgonc in, it ctofedagaine. That* Bcda's boy (who led him vp and downe to preach be- 
feL j 1 .C0J4. ' c aufe he was blind) being difpofid to play the knaue with him, brought him into a valley 

full of great flones ^ telling htm that there were many there ajjcwblcd to heare him : and 
that when he had made hisfermon, and concluded with per omnia frecula foculorum, 
the flones anfwered aloud, Amen vencrabilis Patcr ; which was one fpeciall reafon why 
t Ropenw he was cuer after called Venerable Bede . T hat when e Thomas Bcckct (who never 
Houdhift. dranke any thing but water) (ate at table with Pope Alexander, and that his Holi- 

effe would needs taft of his cup^lefi his ab/temioufneffeflmld be knowne, God turned the 
water into wine: fo that the Pope found nothing but wine in the cup. But when Bcckct 
pledged him, it was turned into water again e . For it were halfe here fie to thinke (not- 
withstanding the Pope found it to be wine) that Thomas dranke any thing but water. 
With thefe and infinite the like fables (which a man would thinke fbould come rather 
from the wife men of Gotham, of the pofleritie of them that drowned the Eele, then 
from any in their right wits) do their pulpits day ly found, and their writings fwell a* 

gaine. And therefore if yon do not beleeue them, take heede you be not burnt for an he* 
reticke. 

*Row it would be tedious togiue but a light touch to thofe manifold fables which they 
hauebroched of their lying Saints, as of Saint Chriftophcr, Saint George> Saint Ca- 
therine:)^/^ neuerfaw the light ^nor euer had being,faueonely in picture and imagi* 
t Maff*. in nation . And which they jhame not to tell vs in their lying Traditions y as namely of the 

jTi!Sp" Et *ff um f> tioH of the virgin Mary into heaue,&c.Jn their lying revelations, as of the 
Ribad.l.t.e.7. deliverance 0/Traians foule out of hell.&c. And which they dayly broach in their lying 

ports,asthat f J«natius Loiola was rapt vp into heaven, and faw the holy Trinitie 



h icfuitCrtec. three per fins an done e (fence : and that God (hewed him the patter ne which he layd before 
bb. 1 .cap. 17. him when he made the world . And la fly in their lying letters, of the miracles done by 
k M amix. Al- fathers of their focietie in t he &efi Indies : as that»a burning taper of a cubit 

' being fit beforeXmietstombe, burnt above three wcekes day and night, without 



uear. 



Idt'ts'if XVA ^ n g- Tbat h a man (who neuerfaw further then the length of his nofi) opening Xaui 
nj.pttnttd crs tombe, and rubbing his eyes with his hand,recoueredhif fight . That « a peece of his 

ihesntfipt whip and girdle cured all forts of dijeafesxand a thoufandfuch like: which our holy Mo* 

' y thercalleth*P'mftaudes, godly cofinages : and the milke which SaintVaul gauethe 
, Cot'mthianstodrinke,beingvnabletod/ge/tfirongermeate, as a Frier at Gaunt was 

onfafidde t0 ^' m Mame ^ tbeyfiould fend vs ouerfo many Legends (or rather legions) 
Ln . in prin. 0 fhes, and fitch a far die of fooleries out of forraine countries, when they are not a framed 

n CoclJxu* to feed vs at home with as fine fables:and that not onelyin print , but alfo in picture ; . as 

^Bdfttin "* Weiy th ^f ome f or the Cathotick caufe haue bin here in Engla nd put into Beam skins 
fiuCrluini. *"* baitcdwith mafiiues. That m others haue had bootesfu/f 0 f boy ling greafe pulled on 
P C f a vSi ™ tirle &* An * that others haue bin jhodwith hot iron fhoes,&c. That a Luther was be* 

ad ^ m Incub "s> *»d fir angled by the diuel.That°Ca\um was a fligmatick,andba- 
r o«.«P4. "iJMfir a Sodomite . That PBucer renounced chrifiian religion at his death 9 and died 

a lew. 



TO THE READER. 

a lew. That'bcza reconciled himf elf e to the church of Home, and died aCatholicke. a r ut can. j e 
ThatHcwcWafter his challenge at Pauls Crofie,betng rcqueUedbya Catholicke to llmv mo,,c 

his opinions out of the Father should anfwer.that he fpake not as he thought, but ad fa- l^iT^ 

cicndumpopulum^ thejfay.That c Doc7or Sands Archbfiwp of YovUefimld entice 
his hofieffe to vn lawful lufi: when as the world knowes flje was brought to his bed,as I 



the famous ftrumpet 



Tbat\Quecnc Elizabeth had a blacke beard, co »E 



Sacu.cip.jo. 



cx 



.mvmcrc. 



That i^«* e Campion was drawne to the place of execution ,the water in Thames flood 
fill. That a ( Preacher in London Jpeaking again ft the holy virgin Hallcnfis, was fid. 
denly twicht out of the Pulpit ^and carted away by the dittcll. Thefe few examples 1 haue 
here alleadged out of their old Legends, and late worthy writers, as Cochlarus^Staphy- 

lus^olfcqSuruis^Coftcr.Putcanus^ . p m ( y t0 fj )ew 

their diffidence in defence of a bad caufe: that as foule gamesters when t hey cannot make . 
their part good byfaircplay,begint0<juarrellwithtt;e/rfcilowes,ortoco^ 1 ici.m.Bcl- 

fo they, not able to maintatne their Cat holick caufe byplaine dealings driven to defend F ° C °" C 
// with a tricke of a falfe finger: namely with one of thefe three figures of Roman Rbcto- 
ricke (to which they arefo much beholding,) Auxcfis, tn advancing their fauourites: 

Meiofis, 

dacium; we Eng/ijJmen call it a\ic.Partlytofi)ew that they haue fmaH reafon to lay lies 
in other mens dtjbes , feeing allthepacke ofthem 7 fiom theproadeft Pope, to the poor e(l 
hedge priefts,are but a lying generation. For as lying wonders are his part (as the Apofile 
faith:) fo wondroiu lies are theirs, as the former examples do Efficiently declare, x^tnd 
lafily, to let the Reader fee what a fpirit of giddinejje\what firongdelufwns,what ef ficacy 
of error, G od in his iufi iudgemcnt fends vpon them to beleeue tses, becaufc they recc/uc not 
the loue of the truth. We were in good hope they would at the Ufi haue bene afhamcdof 
thefe Legendary ltes,when ,ts their owne writers began to dtflafl them . ForWaxm dr* g c ap <k rc r. 
Alliaco Anditwas l>cxhu ' 3,ac - 
one ofthe h hnndredgrieuances which the Germans coplainedofthat their Fncrsfdthe mZT*"*' 
people with fables, and told them nothingbnt tales out. of she pulpit. And^hics writing »' crauam.n. 
of the Lombardica h\u\om,faitb,that it is not fit to bf read by any chrifiian • andth % ' Dc ca n Cof " 
he cannot imagine why itjbouldbe called the Golden Legend, confident, itwjs writ. 
ten by a man ferret oris,plumbei cordis. And k hii flow himfclfereieclscertaineofth 
miracles, which (faith he) we rcade in I know not what Legcndaaurea./W 



erf 10. 



ash 



blebooke of Conformities , writtenby Barricmewdc Pifis (fortbatoflolun- 
ncs Capella one ofSaintVvancis his fchollcrs , and that other of '(crcmie Biicc!)ins,4r<r 

not altogether fo notorious) eucn the Friers themfelues after the li^htofthe Gofbelboran 
to difpellthe darknefie of Popery, were fo aJl>*>mdofit,that they called it in aaain and la. 
boured tofipprejfe it by buying vp all the copies they could heare of: that the world mhht 
ntuer(for\bame)know,hmfi)amefullytheyhadabufedourfore^^ Bvtbeholdthe 
malice of the diucl,who of late is gr owne fane more impudent ^ts he who knowing his time 
to be but fbort, meanes to vfe it to the fullproofe. For that which our goodCaAolickes in 
former ages were aflmmed once to heare of; his impes at this day fticke not to defend 



if a man do but once call the counter fait hiftory of Saint George , Saint Chrifto 




Hcnrie Scdulius a iMinoritc Frier, againlt the. Alcoran of the Francifcamyet fop 

formed, as that tt doth not onely call hts mode fly, but his wttsilfo into. que flion, The 
fi re / €e J% they m mt a P mmdt0 tkrufivponvs fuch rotten wHrcs, and to rakevp k 

ruflyfiujfe out of the dead dttfi and darkneffe ^herein time and flame haue fufcred tt 



'jem 
to 



THE EPISTLE 



to reLNeceffary it » «* fiould^^caftfome oft heir filth in then faces agasne. 
and anfwtrfooles according to their follies h tb at fo they may banc a qui pro quo* How 

lander 4»Oliucr^^ v„j«l~ 

left tkyjhouldfay(as their manner u)that our loading of tbw with Moth 



thin* IcJen the far die of our owne faults and fables • and that to wake longimicttiucs 
(Uttnds Coener^ainll the old Lezends^doth make little for justifying oj ^hisApolo- 




R«dc the l-g ie: 1 ' 

pift. to hu ceptin 

Inantl.Udt x. 



tyfi 
Id banc 



Leg s 

know that there is no one hipry in the whole ^Afologie ( 



It Chap* J 6. 

fear. 



tton 

rather 



up 



thole which the Author had by credible information ,or his owne pr mate objerua- 
nch are but very few, and wherein there is no indifjerent man (I thmke) but will 
»reditbim,protcftwg to deliner nothing but the plawc truth jben the Popespren- 
tifes } wbo are bound to a lying occupation) which may not be prottcd by good authorities 
andmoftwhat out of their owne writcrsuts namely out tf/jioccacc.Paraich^ontanus, 
Fulgofiu^Poogius, Menard, ticmo,andthc like: cjpecialty out of the Uuccnc o/?iA- 
uarres i Icptamcrun, which fie writ in imitation oftioccacc his Decameron. A book* 
which (be fides that it w.is penned by one of their owne pr off ion , for Lady Margaret 

author thereof .was the Duke o/Angoulelincs daughter ffler to Kin% Francis the fir f, 

Hcnric the fecond^and grandmother to King Hem ic the fourth th 



h) is authorized by King Hcnric the fccond,wtth a large priuiledge.and highly 



Vit.Fran.Tiin. 




chtn^ againfl her, and faying that (he was a Lutheran , and thatjhe dejerued to befewed 
in a ficke, and a ft into the r titer ( for that fie had di fattier ed the knaueries rfbis fellow- 
Friers,) w.is bammed France by the King, andfent to be agallyflaue in the Mediterra- 
nean tea for the [pace of two yearcs. ?{ow againli that which Stephen hath here deliue- 
red touching the leudneffe of their Hues, J hope they will not greatly except . For though 

tpologifl* Scdulius (thegreat Proflotirfor the Francifcansfji/cke not to fay 



there is no more companion betweenc their Friers and 



s 



Fraociic. 



ltfe ) then betweene light and darkneffe, Chrift and liehal:yet iftl 



egard of holincffe of 



De nug.cmi 
al.lib.6. 



Dc aflc. 



(canning* it will be found that they bane no fitch caufe to infult oucr their neigh- 
bour sj hey being 'fitch a viper tys brood, who fe venomc lies not oncly in their toagues,but 
alfo in their tat la , that is to fay ,as well in their lend Hues, as in their diuellijh doctrine: 
and that if the life of our Miniflers be compared with that of their F iters, it will he found 
to exceed theirs as fine as Yoike doth foule S urton, to vfe a Northernephrafi, i^And 
that if holincffe of life be a true note of the Church, ours will he found A y>ni\a\ka\ y t heirs 
Apoftat ical . lor if they put their hands into their owne bofoms,oh how leaprws flialthcy 
pul the forth aqain ? They are indeed often praying,yct where lefje dcuotion? vowing obc- 

dicnccjyct where more contention? chaftitie,yet who more luxurious? poucrtiejet who f$ 

couctous? It were infinite to recount what we find in their owne write* s of their Popes, Jo- 
annes SaWsh.faitbjbat thereafon (in Codsprouidence) why Popet diefo fafl , is, left if 
they flmldliue any longtime, they fhould corrupt the whole Church, \'>w<\i: faith, that in 

d lechery, puiTmnun q uemque fupcrant. Wai nei us author Fafcic.Temp. 



Dominc Dcus,quomodo obfeuratum eft 



ft color op 



Qiialia comigifie circa hare tcmpora ctiam in fancla fed e Apoft. quam vfc 
c t into zelo cu ft odifti,fcandala ? quaIescontentiones 3 fet5tx, inuidia?, am- 

perfccutioncsc'O tcmpus pcflimum,in quo deficit fanclus & 



Epifl.fiiie 



diminuta? funt veritatcs a* filijs homioum.Eia quis 

quishomoiam fccuruscrit,fi fie deficit fan&itas Apoftolica 
friend not to co.ne at the Popes Court (which lay then at Auinioa in France) hath "theft 

words 



fiina h 



wordsihoco tc fi mouere volueris^ad nos vcrii: vide Romam^vidcMedioIanum, 
vide VenetiaSjVide Florcntiam,videPatauium tuum^vide Bononiam: poftremo 

quidlibet vide, Indos quoque, mod6 nc videas Babilonem , neque defcendas in 

Infernum viuus .If 'thou wilt tr anaile y come to meiorgo to Romcjr CMillan^enice^or 

Florence^ or to thine owne citie Padua , or to Bononia : in a word, go whither thou wilt 

(though it be to the Indies) fo thon come not at Baby Ion ^and fo quick to the diuell. K^ind 

he giuethareafonof thUhisdiffwaftonin another place ^where he faith x Quicquid de E P ia * 7 

Alfiria vclifigyptia Babylone,quicquiddequatuor Labyrinthis, quicquid deni- 

quede AuerniliminCjdequctartareisfyluiSjfuIphurcifcij paludibus legifti : huic 
Tartaro admotum/abula eft. Hie turrificus fimul atquc tci rificus Ncmroth , hie 

pharctra ScmiramiSjhic inexorabilis Minos, hie Rhadamanthus 5 hie Cerberus v- 

niuei fa confumensjhic Tauro fuppofita Pafiphacjmixtumque genus(quod Maro 
ait)prolefqucbiformisMinotaurusincft J Venerismonimcnta ncfanda?: hie po- 
ftrcnio quicquid confufiim,quicquid atrum, quicquid horribile vfquam eft aut 
fingitur, afpicias,&c. That it^That which thou readeft of 'Babylon in Affiria,^ of 
that in Mgy pt, or of the fottre Labyrinths, or of the gate that leades downe to hell^ or of 
thofe tartarean woods ^and fulphurean lakes , is nothing in comparifon of this hell. Here 

dwels that towring & terrible N imrod jbat hitting rigsby Scmiramis/Zw/ inexorable 
Minos and Radamanthus,f/W all-deu owing Cerberus:/vre« Pafiphae who frofti- 
tuted her felfe to a bull y that mongrell and monftrom kind, of which Virgil fpeakes of: 
that two formed mujhapen Min otaur us : the monuments of lawleffe luft not to be named. 
In a word ^nothing is or can be imagined fo con fu fed and out of order 5 fo vgly^ horrible y 
& hideous which is not here to be fien. But to leatte their Popes,and come to their Priefts: 
what faith* one of their holy Fathers of them in generally 



Nodlu hlium Veneris agitant in cubili, 
Mane filium Virginis facrificant in Altari» 
No<5le Vcnerem amplexantur: 
Marie Virginem venerantur. 



*Innoe.j. in 
die Ciner. 
Scrm.i. 



>f^»v/^//i/>^ > 'Palingcnius^ #fes 

Proh dolorlhos tolerarc potcft Ecclcfia porcos, 3&n ' 
Duntaxat ventri, veneri, fomnocjue vacantes^ 
^Holcot collet h the Priefts in his time Saccrdorcs Pn&p'v.and faith moreouer % that they »s U p lib.fap. 
are Angeli Sathanac per difcordiamj Angeli Apoftatici perfuperbiam ; Angcli in- LedVia*. 



e 



cubi per luxuriam; Angeli abyfti per auaritiam. Hence it is that Erafmus being d< 
maunded what char it it was- y an/weredjbat it was a Friers cowlc, becaufe it couereth a 
multitude offtnnes. And that it doth fojseare what Walter Mapes faith: 

Eft n ullum Monacho maius Da?monium, 
Nihil auarius,nil magis varium* 
Cut fi quid datur,eft pofTeftbr omnium, 
Si quicquam petitur,nihil habet proprium. 

Si prandct^competitjVt Ioqui nefciat 

Ne lingua dentium opus impediat* 
Si bibit, expedit 5 vt fedens hauriat, 

Ne pes fub pondere ventris deficiat. 

Die deuotus adorat dolia, 
Nodlc cum bipede laborat beftia: 
Tali diicriminc,tali moleftia, 

Merctur vir Dei regna coelcftia. 

A 2 And 
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EPISTLE 



I 



Kjind wlfat hone ft men tl 

atf Quodl. tgain ft his <JMaicfly andt 



in frcncli. 



Cu.il Tcft. 
vui; iib.i'-. 



<cfc lcftiitcs are } may appear e by the late Gunne-powder Treafit 

he State-,and by that which Watfon and other fecttlar Prieft, 

ml without as within the land haue written to their great commendation. But though 
men were ftlent,yet the very ft ones would fpeake (as Chrift faith in another cafe)and flnw 
the leudncfje if their Hues. Wit nes (among the reft) a picture in a ft one ml in the Library 
of the Monafery at Fulda (which remainesas a monument to the world of their euer- 
lafttng reproch and ignominy )ofa Wolfe in a CMonks cowle,with a ftiauen crowne, lea- 
ning on a ftaffe^and preaching to a company ofgeefe, and faying, Tcftis eft mihi Dcus 
quam cupiam vos omncs in vifecribus mc is. \_And that of a Cat with a miter ok her 
headend a crofter flaffe in her foote, preaching to the mice. To whom one of them anfwe- 
rethin this fort : Charius eft mihi vt moriar Paganus, quam Tub vcftra manu nam 

ChrifHanus.T/tfCW* replies > 

Quod f'ueram non fiim 5 ft a rcr, cn p n t afpia tonfum. 



he anfwers againe 



r 

rcftat idcm,vix tibi pra'fto fi 



'htch pictures being abone loo.yeares old at the lea ff (though Wictlius call them Lu- 
iflimas)^ net ably jet forth the fraud and felony 3 the couetoufries and trechery of 



the Popijh prelacy 



did greedy Wolfe fo rauen for his prey , nor the cat fo 



rowly watch the mtufe, ,ts thefe falfe Friers haue done to prey vpon the poore people 

^n ft d C dfmo,V. ms the Uomant of the Rofe, Mapcs bu Goliah, Chauccrs Iackc Vpland/raxa A- 

«itliodox.fid. poftolica^f whereas they fay that the loofelife ofCatholicks proceeds only from 
\ \xl id un humane frailty : and that in vs hereticks it flowesfiom the principles of our new dininityi 

which permits v fury. difpenfeth with polygamy^ grants liberty to a man to copany with 
his maid when her mi fir is u too coy : They keepc their old wont of lying and (laundering 
For none of all thefe can be deduced by iufl confequcnc<Ls out of the principles of our do- 
ctrine: the fir f being a meere miftakingofCafam :thefecond t the fmgular opinion ofO - 
chums: the third,* fhamefull (lander andwilfullwrejting of 'Luther. T he finnes rather 

of the Popijh Clear gy and Laity do flow from the principles of their duuntty, and are as 

fationis t «« well Cathedral as Perfonall. For veniall ft, 



a 



tovfc tbeir owne dtfttnciion)are cafily done away withaftwrtjhrift, an Aue Mary 
holy water ffrinkle. Witneffc their owtie vetfes here enfuin^: 

Confitcoc tundo. confnereor. contcror. oro. 



S&nor.cdo 



Th 



is 



I am confeft vnto the Pi icfr, 
] knock mine heart and brelt wit! 
With holy water I ambiijncnt: 
And with contrition all yient. 
I pray to God and heaucnly hoft 
I croflc my felfe at etiery poft. 
I eatc my Sauiourin the bread: 
I dcale my dole when I am dead. 
And doing fo, I know I may, 
My veniall finncs foonc do away 



flft 



Pined 



And as for mor tall finnes,any man that hath money may haue a warrant dor ma n t to do 
what he lift , euen to commit finnes again ft nature, to maty his Aunt with 1 V, dinand 
b't»to™fi»*t Henn , the eight ,bis niece mhml?thefecond:nay tomarhU 

mnf'thl ' fft {0fwhm tk Fl0rcncc ™ ewm t0 H «'h 



El 



TO THE READER. 

EI Papa CMartino non vale vn *quatriho: . *4&u1imh 

Martin the Pope is not worth a rope : ) 

dtfpenfed with one to mary bis ownejijler ,as their own* writers do records qu k\(to vfe * Amon.fum 

*Crantzius his words) hodtc per difpcnfarioncm Apoftolica non obtinctutf What 

may not a man do now a day es by war rant from the ^Apoftoltck Sea?2{ow whereas fome 
are wont to obietfjhat in f peaking again ft the cunning andfteight of merchants , t h ca- 
ters ^mountebanks ^ the coneton practifts ofvfurers, the knauenes of Frier s,drc. he doth 
nothing but teach them, and therefore might haue done better to haue concealed them • / 

anfwerfhat herein he hath but followed the example ofA\ iftotle and the Laccdcmoni- 
ansiof Anftotle who deliuereth /^^/'w^Pallacies^rSophiflicallSylloaifnics 
not to teach men how they mdy play the Sophifters, but how they may cfpy and auoid 

their fophifmes. ( And verily if the T ran flat ion had bin out hut one halfe yearc before > a 
friend of mine might haue had morcmohcy in his purfe.) of the Lacedemonians, who 
were wont to bring forth their feruants being drunk, and to (hew them to their children, 
that feeing their beajtly behauiour they might grow to a greater loathing and detestation 
of their drunkenneffe. And thus much for the matter of the booke 



Touching the manner o f writing: becaufe the moft do fancy and affeti nothin? fo 



that which is canded with pie a fur e and delight-, he hath ofpurpofc penned this apology 
both pithily tike a Logician,andplcafantly like a Rhetor icianxyet net following the exam- 
ple of the Lord of Saint Aldegonde, who vfeth ieafts and pleafant conceits as faoute.and 
not asfawce, and can neuer take manum dc tabula : but rather the precept of A riftotle a „ Tibfe*? 

who would haue matter of meriment (as it were)fprinkledin a difcourfe, and vfed &'( » • <k $ Kerens. 

^xA t not «t Ut^x, onelyas a condiment, and pot Asnourijhmentipurpofely fhunninv 

allfilthy,rotten,and vnfauory fveeches, as being not onely condemned by the ApoflU J?ut 

by the very light of nature it felfe . But doth not the Apoflle{may fome fay) condemne 

as well juTfctTiM'** as *<r X! oKoy',curjeJling as filthy fpeaktng? No verily: For Pauls ivr?*- Hplicr j.v. 4 . 

*i\U U nothing elfe but Ariftotles 0»{*o\o X U. x^And therefore it is not jo well tr anflated 

icflingw the Fngiift^norphiQimcricin the French: it jbould^ 

Ime^asit is in the old Latin Interpreter .For fo the Syrian UMctaphrafl vnder stands it 
when he expreffeth it by mn & «< ? *n 5 !ufus & fabula?, as a man wotildjay, toyes and tri- 
fles, fables and fooleries. And Bruciolus by le ciancic,that isjdle terqen andvatm Lab- 
ling. And ' Luther by If teltffetttger fctylttpff , light taike, WprTtrlc prattle -.7 here- 
JoreThcodoxct faith } that the Apoftle condemnes not all manner of icflin* and meri- 
ment , but onely immoderatum xiCumammoderate mirth: fitch (pith Pnma(ius) as 

cannot ft and with chrifltangrauity: (fitch as was the feoff in^ & fcumlom vatnc of that 
famous fhould /fty,or rather infamous lend libeller Martin as wcllmarre-Cburcb and 
mar-Prince as Mar-P relate. )Wemufi therefore diflingitift) mm hkm Mcrturij,& fa- 
1cm Morni, between fefliuity and fcurrility , vrbanity and ribaldry: Inter iocos cruen- 
tos & erudifos, between fuchiefts as will fuflfunderc (anguincm, W thofe that willed 
fundcrc , that is, betweene fitch as will make ouraduerfaries blu(l),and thofe that will 
make them bleed.S o that letting being rightly tended in regard of his obielt (for it is no 
new faying,^ on patiturlufumjfamaifidcs.oculus:) and rightly bounded , I mean 
kept within the banks of Charity & Sobriety, may welbe vfed,& that in two cafes: either 
tnway ofhoneft recreatio: or in dealing with obflinate hereticksand enemies of the truth^ 
who hatting bin confronted & confuted a thoufand times otter.perftft flit in their fotmer 

follies albeit they bring nothing but the painted face */|czabcI, rotten fluffe newly var- 
m(kedouer y and old cob-worts in a hew dtjh: that fothy.may be(mbe Lord 'threatneth Icr . 
the obfttnate Iewes)a byword and a pwerb ,ahifting^ ' 
About them. Forproofe whereof (to paffe ouerprophane writers , as * Cicero "Horace * Dc ° 

A 3 Quin-fat.io. 



1 



•Inflit Orat 



, * Quintilian M the like -who in feme cafes preferre a pleafant conceit before a found ar- 



U>.6.«P4. aumnt : as when Howcc faith, 

* ridiculum acn 



So!' 1 ' Fortius, &mcliilsm a gnasplcrum4uc tares.) 

Tik f wrfltf A* .< !W5w *r w point concurrent fome teaching the lawful- 



A dv.h*ref. 

]ib.i,cjp.5- 

Adv.Valcnt. 




cjp.* ' Uugh them to fcorne t and deride thetr dreames and dotagcs,he femes them butrightx 

Nammulta(p//^O rum ^ ^Hcrniias 



Biblioth.Cuic. (aChriftian Phtlofopher) hath written a booke which he cah Genrihum Philofopho- 

Tom.4. rum \nido.fvhcrcw he finely /huts the folly of the heathen Phtlofophers. Why then flail 

it not be lawful for vs to do the like in ie fling at thofe who iejl at God and his holy truth? 
Experience t cachet h,t hat an Ironic all fpeech doth often pierce deeper andjlicke clofer to 
a man then a found argument . It is the Phyfitians iV *«f * : f or ** that femes to cure 
the difeafis of the body-fi this the maladies of the mind.lt is the corrafiue which hlias ap- 
plied to the gangrcine of fazhPriefo that had fodangerou fly infcBed the people of the 

.Kiog.i8.x7. iewes-C\y aloudforhcisaGod:cithcrhetalkcthorpuriucth his enemies, or is in 

his iourncy^or (it may be)he flccpeth and muft be awaked. It is the fait which Eli- 



17. 



ijCiu.Mi.xi zams cafl into the barren waters oflcxicho: F or as they could not be cured but by the fait 

which he caft into the fountaine:fo neither can the waters, vpon which the Scarlet jlrum- 

Apoc.17.if* pet fttteth (being people,and multitudes, and nations,and languages) be cured of their 

fpi'ritualbarrennefIc,or of theRomifl fock and Egyptian fcab, except the fait of the San- 
ctuary (as I may Jay) be applied to their fores What more frequent in Scripture then fuch 

ccn 3.1*. kind of Ironies? Behold man is become as one of vs,to know good and cuillrNow 

thercfore(rw mufl lookc to it) left he put forth his hand, and take of the tree of life, 

i.Kio.u.1?. and eate thcreof,and fo Hue for eucr. Go vp and profper,for the Lord will dcliuer 

the citic into the hands of the King. The Prophet Ifaiah is commaunded to take vp a, 

F.(a i it. parable(or a taunting fpeech as the word (ignificth)againH the King <?/Babcl 9 and to 

ft), How art thou fallen from heauen 6 Lucifer, Ion of the morning? Andhederi- 

l Ta.44.if.i*. Jeff; the brutiflmes of idolaters, who of the fame wood whereof they make afire to warme 

themfcluesjo bake their bread \androft their flejb:makeaGodto worfbip. And how doth 
the holy Ghojl play vpon the 'very places of idolatry \as namely vpon mount 01iuet,n»£«* 
*.Kin »j ij. I je nicknameth it (as I may (ay )calling it no more Mons mifliche,//^ mount ofoliues or 

* of vnclion, but (by an excellent Antonomafy) Mons maflichith ,the mount of corrup- 
H0C4.1J. iion: And ftcthd is no more callcdftQth-el/behoufcof God, but Bcih-wcn } tbehoufc 

of iniquity. 

"How if any modefl mind JJ)all(haply) take offences at fome of bis broad fpeeches, or 

fhallthinke that they might hauc bin better flared: I flail deftre him to confider that it is 
not foeafie a matter to fndmodeft words to exprejje immoaefi things : as Inmfclfc faith 
Chap.^.(j.i.that he hath but laid forth the Hues ofPopiJh Prelates,as Suetonius is faid 
to haue written the Hues of the Emperours, Hdcm jlibcrtatc qua ipfi vixerunt : and 
that there is no reafon that feme jhould commit their villany with impunity - y and that no 
man may fpeake againfl it with rnodefty : or that writers flould be counted baudy Bales 
(that Uyknaues) for publifling it, they honcflmen who praclife it. As for thofc wiufoim- 
dredand let'ter-firicken fludents, I meane thofe cloudy fpirits that are fo wedded, to the 

Mu(cs,that they become enemies to the Graces, and can reltfl) no difcourfe except, it be 
full fraught and farced with Ob. WSol.Videtur quod ficrprobatur quod non 5 &C 
Let them (a Gods name) enioy theirDunks and Dorbcls y their Banes and Banv 

brcs, 
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meafirews not by their owne rheatwdnd 

(making their minds the modell for aU f/uv) but giue vs.leAUe to vfi our liber ty t and to^/- 
mitate the praclife of prudent Phyfitiafts^vho apply themedicine to the malady t w/th par- 
ticular refpeel of the patients temper • notgiuing the fame potionio uqtuafie and a fleele 
ftomach. for euery plummet is not for meryfound^nor euery line for euery leuel. Al meats 
.are not for euery mans mONthiner all liquors for cuetyinans liking* T4*t ignorant mul- 
titude and profound C larks are not to bepcrfwaded toft&the fame arguments. For popu- 
lar perjwhflon the learned pr if e not: and deepe demon ftration the ftmple fierce not. They 

mufl alfo remember what saint Auguftine fiith.,V,tiic eft plures libros dTplwribus fie- n c Trinit. 
ri, jiucrib ftylo,non diucrla fide,etiam dequaeftionibus ijidem^vrad plurimos res Hb.j.cap.5. 
ipfi pcrucniat,ad alios /ic,ad alios autcm fie . That U, It is good that many bookes 



e 



mould be written by many mcn,& that of the fame aigument^in a different ftyle, 
but not ofa different faith: that lo«thc fame truth may be conucyed to many : 'to 
fbme after this manncr,to fome after that. 

T ouching the T ranjlafton,! haue not much to fly : for I do not profejje my felf a Tran- 
flator, neither do I arrogate any extraordinary skilin the French tongue J^hleaue both to 
the skilfull Linguists of our modcrne languages , <ts /lately Sauilc , flour iflnng Florio, 
grauc Giimcftonfacilcand painful Holland,^*. J Tet this I hope I may truly fayjlmt 
I haue expreffed the meaning of wy Author both truly and fully: and that I haue not lofl 
either the life or the grace of any conceit, where itwai pofiible to be kept. Which J fpeake 
not as doting vpon mine own doings: for I am not fo in hue either with the work or work- 
manflup, with the matter of the bookejorthe manuervf handling, nor the gay coate that 
J haue put vpon it, .is Hcliodorus was of his amorous difcourfe of Chariclea (called th 
^Ethiopian hiflory) who chafe rather to leaue his Bifloprick,then to cal in his book. I am Niceph.Cal- 
rather of lAdLxaXms Ficinus his mind, who baumg tranjlated Plato V»*<? Latin , came M fcccle.hifh 

to his learned friend 'MuilirusCandiot to know his opinion of it -.when Gandiot after llb,,1 '"-M- 

he had pcrufed fome few leaues , perceiuing that it would not fatisfie the expectation of 
the learned j onfidcring it was but (lubbcrcdouer^and that it refembled the originall(as 
Cicero iheyongcr did his father) in nothing but in name: taksaffonge, and hatting 

dipped it in an ink pot, blots out the fir fl page : then turning him /0 Ficinus • Thottfeefl 
(quoth hc)how I haue corrctfed theftrflpagei if thouivilt,! willcorrecl the rest iniike 
fort. To whom Ficinus very mildly anfwered : .No reafon that Plato flwuldbe difgraccd 
through my default: an dfo refined it again. (Who notwithflandin^ hauing done thebefl 
he could, by his ruflicall fimpltcitie refcmbles the maiefly o/'Plato s flyle (if we may be- 
lceueSc2\\v(x)no0thcrwifc then as if an Qwle fwuldrepnfent an Eagle.) if therefore 
any candide Candiot (for I appealc wopy to fuch as haue skill in tlje French tongue) 
flail flicw me that I haue done the like in tranflating this x^Apologk, and that I haue not 
attained to the Venus of the French jhefincne(fcfit»tffl t a*)dfeatneffe oftfxpbrafe; I 
refufe not the fpongt:fo that he will con c£i me, and not controllme. As for the reft, ijhal 
deflire them tofpare their cenfure till thy haue learned their Littleton. But left any car- 
ping companion flould brag that he had found a hole in wy coate, arid that he could fhew 
vhere I haue miffed the cufbion : I do here correal my felfeand confeffe a fault in the tran. 
flat ton , Chapi 1 5 . § . 1 .which as (in my ncceffary ab fence) it paffid the preffe before 1 was a- 
ware.fo if it come to a fecond ycuicw,fl)all haue his due cor reel ion. As for other fcapesf fa- 
iling fuch as haue efcaped the Correctors care)lknow nonc.except fome fciolus find iudge 
it a fault totranflate a pain 6c a pot,*/ bed and board: a pot & a cucillicr,4/ racke and 

manger: Hntrc Paris & Lyon ,betwixt Yorke«WLondon.Chicn de S.Roch: To- 
bies dog,&c. As though it wereneuer law full to tranjlatc fcxccnta,tiue ! hundrcd < M»^ 
albeit it be bootlejft to complaine of thofe infinite rubs that lay in my way, and thofe many 
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difficulties which encountered me inmy courfe-.yet he thatjhall duly conpder the Author. 

his obfcure alluftom , hts manifold {though not impertinent) cxcnrfu 



c- 



*E(Iay. 
cap.to 



ons 3 his continual! repetitions of the fame phrafe tn diuersfenfes, (for Homers 

^/3Wo<w/^ty*Mart^ 

quent as Stephens a fe propos) and tajl of ill his infinite parcnthefes, which were e- 
nourh to exercife the patience of a Saint: will no doubt (if he haue but agraineof candor) 
as well with conniuency paffe ouer fic h faults as are triutall,astaxe thofe with feme eajte 
cenfure which he jbalfindto be materiall.^isfor the rigide cenfurer(who is cru delis in 
ammaduci tcndo)! /hall defire him but to make triallhimfelfe in tranjlattng of two or 
three Paragraphs \and then 1 doubt not ,Quin fucrit ftudijs jequior ille mcis.Touching 
the phrafe, J deftre the leffe fauour: for albeit I am not ignorant that tailers and writers 
are now in like fit ernes that if they haue not new f afhions y they arc not fancied-, and if the 
fyle be not of the ncwfiampejhc author is but a fimple fellow >and may put vp his pipes: 

yet I haue of purpoje fo tempered my flyle. as that it might content the iudiciom : nothing 
rebelling the iudgement or cenfure of our finical affefters^who are fe humorous: leaning 
inkhorne phrafes and tapsterlike termesforthe tauerne- y and affcclcd fir aims of Oratory 
for the flage. and auoidtngeffecially the French fi ipperic, / would not haue it 

feeme to be a transition. 

%ow before I conclude J am to aduertife thee(coitrteom Reader ) that of (wo editions 
of this i^dpologiej haue here followed thelatter y (v/z,, that tf/Tligauds Anno i$f>2.) 

the -rather becanfe 1 wasgiuen to vnderjland, that the Author himfelfe not long before 
his death jltd reuiewthe former edition ofMarcfc^and left it corrected as here thou hajl 
it. I haue alfo obferued the finer al fe ft ions in euery Chapter as they are in that Edition } & 
haue added the figures fer thy cajc\and for more dtfiinft reference in the ijuotatio of pla- 
ces .which notwithfianding through the Printers ouer fight hath not bin obferued till the 
l2.Cbapter.i_sf nd whereas thou maift (haply) expecl another booke tofecondtbis, be- 
caufe the Author cats it The firft booke of the Apologic, (for as Demonax faith in 
Lucian,« irf»75< «" pivot) Thou art to know that as Francis dc Tide intendtngto write 
three books of the life of 'Charles CardtnallofLominc } ancl the houfe ofQwxk^conclu- 

dedallin one-.fo our author purpofmg to haue addcdafccond(andit may be a third) vn- 
to this firflfy reafon of his great emploiments and manifold diflr a ft ion sfiath fliut vp all 
in one^ making the Preface to the Reader fcrue not only as a fpecimen but as a fupplement 
in ficad thereof: as thou mat fi better vndcrUandjf it pleafc thee torcade the Preface to 
thefecond 'part ,§.2. T he materiall faults which corrupt the fenfej haue cor reft ed accor- 
ding to the page and linens thou maiflfeein the end of the booke[where / fball 'defire thee 
to begin to correft before thou begin to readejnthe Preface to the Reader pag.i 2. Im.iS. 

thou maifl(tfthoupleafc) for The cudgcll marres louc,The cudgel made louc,W* 
The cudgcll kils Ioue,Thc cudgcll kindled louc. Other liter alt an dlcffc faults .which 
haue efcaped either my pen in writings the Printer in correcting^ leaue to thy ittdici 
ous candor. x^A nd thus much (if it be not too much)fi)all fufficefor the prefent^t/ll thi 
world being ended J bring thee further newes out of mother world. L ondon.Nouemb. 6 
Anno 1 607. This very day iufl one and forty yeares fwee the firft Edition of this y^ipo 

logy -.and the day after the gun -powder T reafon. 
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the Preface to his hiftorie, hath 



tea- 



excellent faying worthy our lerious confederation , 

ching vs to condemnc that io our felues, which he con- 
demnes in the auncieut Grecians , for fpcaking vainly of 
fundry accidents which fell out before their timc,grou ti- 
ding their beliefc vpon an vnccrtaine brute blazed abroad 
without taking further paincs to fearch thereinto: which 
was the caufe they fo often entertained falfhood in ftead 
of the truth. Which fhould teach vs to bridle our leuitie, 
as often as we arc drawnc to credit any rcport,cfpecially in matters of importan ce. 
But this cuill hath made fo dcepc imprefTion in many mens mindes , that before 
it can be beaten out of them,I fcare me,they muft be caft in a new mould. Not- 
withftanding,thc rcafons hereof arc different , for the caufe of fome mens ouer- 
grcat incredulitic,is weakncffc,and want of iudgement, in that they are not able 
todifcuflc what they heare. The ouer-light beliefc of others proccedcth from 
hence, in that they neglc&,at leaft wife do not ferioufly confider what is ftid, but 
relic more vpon the authorise of the fpeaker, then the truth of that which is fpo- 

ken, according to that of Euripides: 

In rich mens mouthes the fentence of the poore, 

Soundctb alike (perhaps) but weigheth more. 

Which common experience proues true in thole who are wont to %, J beleeue it i 
for I heard it offuch a Gentleman, orfuch a Lord, or (to cxprefTc Euripides his ownc 
termc) offuch a man ofcredite and account . Seeing then this ouer-grcat crcdulitie 



reports alike without iudgement or difcretion, to cxemplifie 



1 



branch in particular, would be 



ly tedious,butcucn cndlcfTe,and 



fuch as would neither be pleafant nor profitable to theRcadcr. I willthercf< 
content my fclfc with the relation of one of them , which may fcrue as an inti 
duftion to the argument I haue here vndertaken to intreate of. 

Firft therefore I will begin with the rafhneffe ofecrtainc critickes in cenfuri 
the writings of ancient authors,which as it is now growne fane greater then euer 
it was in former time,fo the leuitie of others in beleeuing their cenfures,was ncucr 

fo great.Indced fome of thefe felfe-conceited cenfurcrs,who haue nor loft all mo- 
dcftie,flioot their bolts in priuate only among their friends: others fuffering them- 
felucs robe tranfportcd with prcfumption and vaineglory,not hcrcw ith content, 
publifli them in print, to the view ofthe world.Wherof we hauean example in an 

Italian.whoCe iudgment(or ccnfure)of certain Latin Po f cts,if it were truche only 

among all the ftudents of Poets and Poetrie for thefe diucrs hundred yeares, was 

fliarp fighted and E;iglccyed,the reft as blind as Moles & Beetles. And what(J be- 
fcech you) fay thefe credulous men hcrupon^Such Scfach a one (as I take it) is no 
fuch good Poet. And why Sir,I bfecch you^ Becaufe(fOrfooth)fuch a learned and 
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famous 



2 



THE PREFACE. 



famous writer faith fo . In like manner, we haue heard of fome within thefe few 
cares, who haue held ftrange opinions of Latin authors : fome giuing the pre- 



heminence (for a pure and elegant ftile) to three; others to one onely . For fome 
make itriummratc oi 'Terence ', Cicero and Ctfar. Others make Cicero the Prince or 
rather monarch and foucraignc Lord of all the Latinifts. And then God kno wes 
how finely they who allcdge no other reafon then the authoritie of fuch jolly iud- 
ges come in with their / bcleeue ♦ In fpite of all which,thcrc was a bold Brit tan who 
profcribed Cicero with all his eloquence to perpetuall banifliment . Howbeit,hc 
was ftraight recalled by another of greater account. See here (gentle Reader) 
how thefe learned Latin authors haue bene trounced by thefe dangeroufly con- 
ceited and proud prcfumptuous cenfurers . But what mall we lay of Crake Au- 
thors? Are they exempt from the fharpe cenfureof fuch critickes? No verily. For 

this worfliipful writer of whom I haue fpoken ,fparcth the Greeke writers no more 
then the Latin, And who knowes not,how that famous and thrife renowned 
rijlotle^mth all his Philofbphie,hath bene feourged by a pedant of Paris? 

But to come fbmewhat nearer to Herodotus (the author of whom I am to 
fpeake) I will here enter difcourfe as well of Greeke as of Lathe Hiftoi iographcrs, 
feeing they are the men who are mod read and perilled by all forts of cenfurers, 
by reafon of their tranflations. What hiftorian then is there extant at this day,on 
whom thefe haftic hot-fpurrcs fpend not fome by-words and taunting quips? As 
when they lay, Herodotus doth nothing but tie. T hucydtdes can pen an oration pretily 
xvel,and$hat is all. Xenophon is not like himfelfe in his hi/lory. And fome {hew them- 

felucs yet more 1 idiculous in giuing peremptorie iudgmcnt of the ftyle of the hi- 
3> ftoi ian by die tranflation*as when they fay,T hucydtdes hath no fuch graue and ex- 
j> quifite ftile as (bine affii me him to haue: for a man can fee no fuch thins neither in 



a the Latin, French, nor any fuch tranflation. Thefe men (methinkes) fpeake to as 

great purpofc, and with as good reafon,as if a man fhould gucfic at the beautic of 

one long before departed 5 by his skull taken out of the charncl-houfe: or as if one 
feeing a ficke man, reported to haue bene very fairc and bcautifull, of a vermilion 
hue, and ruddic as a rofe (as we commonly fpeake when we would exprcfle a 
fairc complexion ) fliould call the truth of that report intoqueftion , or fhould 
affirmc it to be as falfc as contradiction can make it onely vpon a filly fuppofall 
and meere imagination,'that if there had bin any fuch thing,cithcr the lineaments 
of his fine feature, or fome rayes and relikes of that vermilion tincture would re- 
maine to be fecne . If any (hall here askc mc,wby I make choife of this compari- 
fon,and dtliucr my notion rather in this then in any other allufion : I anfwer, be- 
caufc I find none fo fit nor pertinent to my purpofafor I dare confidently affirmc, 
that the greateft part of Greeke writcrs,who in their ownc language are (ound and 
fucculcnt, and of fuch excellent forme and feature, colour and tincture, that the 
beamesof their beauty do draw vs into an admiration of them,andare(as itwere) 
an allectiue to make vs in louc with them: look very fickly,as being much fhrunk 
and alnioft disfigured in French y Italian,SpaniJ1,^nd other languages, by reafon of 
the bad entertainment they haue found by the way . That is (to fpeake plainely 
without allegorizing) that the greateft part (especially of Grcike authors) who be- 
ing read in their owne language by fuch as vnderftand them, haue excellent «ood 
grace,and do not onely pleafe the eare,but euen rauifli the mind with ddioht are 
lo poorely and pitifully tranflated into French jp<mi\b and Italian ,that a man mall 
find as great difference betwecne the originall Greek and their tranflations as be- 
tweene a body m perfect health,and the fame when after a long & lingring ficknes 
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it is ready to giue vp the ghoft: . And from whence (I befcech you) cometh this> 
but onely from hence, that they which tranflated them into their mother tongue 

haue bene tranflators of tranflators, that is to fay, haue tranflated them out of the 
Latin tranflation • and hauing noknow ledge in the Greeke, haue not onely retai- 
ned the crrorsof thefe tranflations, but often miftaking cucn them alio, haue fal- 
len into fundry other more grofle and palpable. Whereof I hauegiuen fbmcfew 
examples in my Thucydidcs^ fliewing how Laurent/us Palla hath guefTcd, and (as 
it were) deuined at Thucydides his meaning : as alfb how the French tranflator 
Claudius de Scy(JHbi(ho\> oiMarfede hath gucfied at Pallas tranflation. But as Valla 

did much miftake the meaning of Thucydides 9 fo Claudim de Seyfel did gucfic a- 
mifleat Lanrentius his meaning. So that looke how much the number or thofe is 
grcatcr/vvhich haue bene wronged in this kind (which is more truly verified of 
Thucydides and Herodotus then of any other,) fo much is Plutarch the more be- 
holding to two learned tranflators, who to array him in French y haue onely chan- 
ged his garment and attire . Whereas thefe tinkerly tranflators (of whom I haue 
Ipoken) change not onely the authors attire , but put him alfb into another fa- 
fhion. 

Buttoreturnctothofc who iudgenot of authors by their tranflations, but 

by accrtaine notion which they haue of their phrafe and idiome. Verily fiich cen- 
furers are rather to be regarded,as riot being fb impudent as the former : nor yet 
like Rabbi Beda,vj\\o to the end he might aucrt king Francisthc fii ft from his molt 
noble and princely rcfolution touching theeftabliftving of profeflors of the lan- 
guages, alleagcd in the prcfence ofthe now deceaffed M. Bude againft the Greeke, 
that it was the fountaine of all hereficsj whereas he(oti the contrary) encouraged 
the King by all poffible meanes to go forward with that fo worthy a worke . But 
after it was once knowne that Beda condemned a language whereof he fcarcc 

knew the firft letter , he was condemned of all for a very bedlem. Thofe (I fay ) 

which rely vpon (bmc {mattering knowledge they haue of the language, are not 
in the fame degree of impudencie with the former ; not withftandmg theyfhew 

that they haue eaten too much ofthe ci iticallcrcame, when they cen< are a whole 
worke becaufe they vnderftand fome part thcreof.But that we may the lefte won- 
der at this raflineflejWe muft remember an excellent faying of the forelaid Thucy- 
dides, Then are none fo bold.ts thefe blind bayards. The reafon is phi ine 3 becaufc thetr 
cannot fo w 11 forefec the difficulties which they are to encounter with , as thofe 
who haue waded through them . And verily this proucrbiall fentence is verified 
at this day in all bold and rafliaducntur rs,butefpccially in fuch as take vpon them 
to ccnfiireclalfikeauthors,a thing as well dangerous as odious . How cucritbc, 
ccrtainc it is that they who for their futlicicncie might beft play the ^riflarcbi^ 

and thereby purchafe to thcmfelucs immortallfamCjdoleaft of all'othcrs inter- 
meddle therewirh. 

But to defcend to particulars : if the common proucthc^ffeolcs bolt isfoone 
y/w/,was euei' verified in Greeke or Latin- writer , it may be truly faid of Herodotus 

aboue the reft : for he (poore author) is cucr brought vpon the ffage, nor onely 
by fuch as haue read him rather in a ftrange language then in his owne j but euen 
by thofe who haue not read fbmuch as one lincorlctter in him,hut are altogether 
ignorant of the very inferiprion and title of his hiftoric.How then (may fbmelayj 
do they fentence and cenfure him < Verily by following the example of others, 
who(it may be) know nothing but by hcarefay neither. But leauing fuch ce nfbri- 

ous Sirs , I come to thofe who ground not their opinion vpon fo landie a foun 
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dation, 
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dation.butfeemetobcabletoiuftific what they affirme. I demaund then, what 
S hey haue to condemne his hiftories as falfe and fabulous < Will they fay 
thev know them better then the auth or himfefe They are not ( I hope) fo deuoid 
of fhame. Why then do they fufpect them< Becaufc(forfooth) they hauc no (hew 
nor femblancc of truth. Confider here (gentle Reader)how Logically they rea- 
fon when they inferrc,that therefore they are not true,becaufe they feeme to be 



falfe. 



But this is not all I haue to fay : for I further deny that to be true which they 
take as "ranted and already proued,viz. that thefe hiftories hauc neither fubftancc 
nor fhadow of truth in them.Yet admit it were fo : whereon (I bcfccch you) do 



they ground their opinion < Verily vpon thefe two rcafons. Firft, the exceeding 
great impictie which is to be fcene in fome particulars defcribed by Herodotus^ 
and the extreme folly which bewrayeth it fclfe in othcrlbme fecme to them alto- 
gether incredible . Secondly confidering that moft of that which we reade in his 
hiftory,hath nocorrefpondence to thecuftomcsand fafhions of thefe times,they* 
fiippofc auncient ftories to be as diflbnant from trurb,as they are from that which 
they dayly heare and fee. The former of which two rcafons, branching forth into 
two ftemmes or heads,I hauc encountred before: for doubtleffe we flial find fome 
as notorious facts as any mentioned in Herodotus , which we cannot but beleeue 
as hauing bene cyc-witncflcs thcrof. The like I affirme of the fottifhnctfe of rhofe 
times. For though it may fecme incredible to fome, yet I doubt not but if it be 
compared with the fimplicitie of our late forefathers , it will be found but as a 
mole-hill in companion of a mountaine ? oradwarfeof a giant. I am not ignorant 

how the poore JEgyptians in Herodotus are derided and laughed to icornc ior,thcir 
religion (if it may be fo called ) and deferuedly I confcflc,as may appcareby their 
exceeding trifling ceremonies. But if we come to the fuperftitious MafTc-priefts, 

which hauc bene within thefe threcfcorcyeares,and narrowly fearch all their trafh 

and trinkctSjWe (hal be (in a mmicr) enforced to confcffc,that the Egyptians might 
(in companion )cucn gloric andboaft of their religion. I fay/* comparifon^ wil- 
ling of two euils to point at the lefie. Notwithftanding left any man fhould fay 
that I (pcake of thelaft yeares 'how,I will come to that which is plainc & manifeft 

to all that haue their eyes in their hcads.O ( will (bme fay ) what great fooles were 
thefe JEgyptians to worfhip bruitcbcaftsll confetti' they were great foolcs indeed; 
yet fo,asthat they alio confcffc>uV.t worfhippcrs of liucleffe creatures arc greater 
foolcs then thofc that worOiip liuing cicarures. Which being granted ,the Maflfc- 
prieftscake isalldough. Tor they worfhip both dead and liucleffe things. And of 
thofc things which ncucr had life or fenfe 3 not only creatures of accountjbut euen 
vile and bafe things,as not oncly filuer and gold, but wood and ftone alio. For if 
they did proftratc themfelues oncly before gold or filuer, their worfhip would be 
fomewhat more honorable: (asthcheathen when they would hauc a god carying 
fome maieftie with him, framed him of one of thefe two mettals J And they 

might allcdgc that transformed himfelfe into a fhowrc of sjold As alfo that 
in all ages ( euen in thofc countries where Images were not in vfej couctous men 
hauc worfhipped thefe mettals as thcitgods : which cannot be (aid of wood and 
ftone. Howbcit we haue a ftory in this author,which fiiewes what difgrace may 
befall the worfhippcrs of gold and filuer, as well as of wood and ftone . For we 

reade how that Amaftsoh golden bafbn (wherein he wasaccuftomcd to wafh his 
feet; made a god. And why might he not as well make a bafon or chamber-pot of 
hisgod,as a god of his bafbn > But I leaue it to the Readers confide ration, what a 

griefe 
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griefe and fliame it ought to be to a man to fee that,before which he hath proftra- 
tcd himfeifcjconucrted to fo bafe and fbrdidc'vfcs as cannot once be named with 
modeftic. And here doubtleffe the Egyptians would allcdge for them felues,that 
their worfhip being directed to, and terminated in liuing creatures (though they 
had pictures alfo and grauen images) was not liable to fuch difgracc and infamic. 
I omit fuch rcafons as common fence leadeth vsvnto , to prefcrre a liuing thing 
(whatfocuer it be) before that which is voidc of lifc,or which neuer had lite, and 
come to the other point, viz. that as the J&gypttinsvmc not fo fottifh in their wor- 
fliip,ncithcr were they fo foolifli in defending it. And therefore that which Dio- 
dor ds Statists rcporteth of the Alexandrians, who would not pardon a Romainetoi 
killin« one of their cats, is more excufablc and tollerablc then the dealings of our 
Mafle-mongers (whereof we haue bene eye- witnefles) when they cruelly mafla- 
cred thofc that maimed their Images.For a liuing creature maimed in fome mem- 
bers hindered of the natural motion whereof that member is an inftrument.But 
doth he (I bcfccch you) that cutteth off the legges of an Imagc,dcpriuc it of wal- 
kin^or doth he that putsout the eyes of it (if I may fofpcake)bcrcaueit offight? 
And yet the Egyptians neuer tookc fuch crucll reucngc vpon any for killing their 
cats,as they haue done of late time in wrecking their malice vpon fuch as maimed 
any of their marmoufcts or puppets. 

But fith the comparifon ftandeth betweene thefe two follies , whether fhould 
be the greater, and that all Malfe-mongers do not worfhip Images , we will come 
to that which all the profeftbrs of that religion generally worfhip, which is their 
«reat goddefTc Diana jhe pillar(as it were) of Popery ,& the foundation of all their 
Foolery , which they maintaine with fire and fword : let vs therefore weigh without 
part ialitic or paiTion,what we wold think or fay it Herodotus or fome other ancient 
hiftorian fliould tell vs, that men in certainc countries were Tbeopbages (that is, 
God-eaters) as they report oi^ntbropophages^ Elepbantophages, e^f cridophages^ 
rhthirophages, and fuch like 5 would we not ftraight fay,that thisT beophagie 



.....edible and that thefe fablers deuifed it of their fingers, and fathered it 
vpon them,though othcrwife moft barbarous? Notwithftanding we dayly heare 
certainc report of thefe Tbeopbagcs h my (which is more) of rbeocbez.es. What fay 
1, report * feeing we dwell in the fame countries, townes, and houfes with them* 

Concerning other my fteries as wel Morological a&Hyperbadinomorological,\whkh 

accompanic this Tbeopbaqie , I leaue them to the difcretion of the Reader , from 
whofceyes God of his goodneffe hath rcmouedthe vcilcof fuperftition : not 
doubtin" but that when he hath well weighed thcm,hc will confeffe widMtie, 
that in comparifon of them,there is nothing bafe in the religion M thcJEflftHk 

Am I mcane in their fuperftitious ceremonies, which they othcrwife call lie- 
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The fecond thing that crackes the credite of Herodotm ,ts,in that we reade f un- 
dry particulars in this hiftorie,whloh futc not with the f afliions of thefe times.For 
fome there be (as hath bene faid) who neuer obferuing the great alteration that is 
to be feenc almoft in all things fincc thofc dayes, would hauc the difpofition,cu- 
ftomesand manners of our aiiccftersfo to fute and iumpc with ours point-deuice, 
that nothing could pica feth them but what pleafcth vs . And not fo oncly , but 
would find a corrcfpondencc betwecne the States of commonwealths, kmg- 
domes and gouernments of thofe times with thefe of ours.Nay, fome in reading 
of auncient hiftories go yet a ftep further, in meafuring the climats of forrcine 4nd 
far remote rcdons by their owne, fuch fimple foules they are.And for condufion 
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they alledge diners reafons , for which fundry things related by Herodotus feeme 
improbable at thelcaft. Well, be it fo:yet whatLogicke tcachcth vs fuch a confe- 
quentf It is not probablc,therfore it is falfc.If this were a good argument, nothing 
would feeme cither ftrange or wonderftill. For what do we vfc to wonder at,but 
at that which falleth out againft our expe&ation or opinionahat is,at that which 
we find to be true,and yet fcemeth to be falfe, becau fe it is not v (uall,or aboue our 
reach, or againft reafon ; 1 meane our mcntall difcourfc grounded vpon fuch or 
fuch reafons . In the meane time confider whether this be not to tyrannize ouer 
hiftorians, to fubieft them (as it were) to this f eruitudc and flauery , that they re- 
port nothing but what we fliall thinke probable, for fcarc of being accounted ly- 
ing, fabulous, and dreaming fellowcs . 

But it will be more expedient (in my itidgement) to inftancc this by exam- 
ples. Herodotus therefore reporteth very ftrangc things I confefie : and morcouer 
affirme,that they are of two forts.For in fome of his hiftories we ad mite the works 
of nature: in other fome we wonder at the a&ions of men ; and not fo oncly, but 
hold them altogether incredible . Firft then we may not thinke any thing incre- 
dible in nature , if we confider the almightic power of the author and gouernour 
of nature.lt were inough to make vs all at our wits end,if we fliould fee the Sunne 
flay his courfc and ftand ftil in the firmamcnt:and who would not fay that it were 
cleane againft the order of nature ? Notwithftanding we bane fuch authcnticall 
proofchcrofjthat we cannot oncecal it into queftion.Truc it is,nature novva daics 
produccth neither Giants nor Pigmes : doth it therefore follow, that it ncucr 
brought forth fuch^Touching Giants,thc Scripture giueth fufficient tcft imonie: 
and dead mens bones may well induce vs to belecue there haue bene fuch . And 
Pigmes (as authors haue defcribed them) were not much differing from the 
dwarfes and clfes we dayly fee . Men at this day liuc not ordinarily aboue So. or 
po.yearcsrand yet we dare not denie but that fome (not to fpeake o\Metbuflah) 
haueliued fixe or fcucn ages longer. And befides thofe mentioned in the holy 
writ, we find that many (long fincc their time) haue lined fb exceeding long 
(though not fb long as thofe mentioned in Scripture) that there is nocompari- 
fon bctweene their y cares and ours . Women at this day go but nine moneths 
for the moft part : and therefore Herodotus muft be fent packing with his ten mo- 
neths. S;c how cafie a matter it is for thofe who credit the common report(which 
hath often a bliftcr on her tongue) to condemnc Herodotm as a fabulous fellow 
and lying Legendary. But let vs fee how many authors they here encounter. For 
if Herodotus muft not be heard with his ten moneths , neither muft Hippocrates, 
Galen y Plutarch,Plmie, fundry lawyers, nor the grcateft part of Pocts,as Theocri- 
tw % Plautui£eciliu*,virgihx\& P roper tim^vho pffirmc as much. Butccrtaine it is, 
that they which condemnc Herodotus in this particular,either haue not read him, 
or do not remember that they haue read as much in thefe writeis-and being fore- 
ftalled with this prciudicateopinion, that he makcthnoconfcienccofalie* they 
fcorrtc any further information ; to which if they would but lend a patient care, 
they lhouId(without forraging fb farrc) find the like 5 nay fome farrcgreater and 
more wonder full things in the extraordinary woikes of nature then any mentio- 
ned by him .For clearing of which pointj wil addcan obieclion of another kind 
That which 1 ic reporteth of the fertility of the territory of Babylon j\m one sraine 
yccldcth for the moft part two hundred and oftentimes three hundred farrc fur- 
pafteth thcfraitfulncffcofourfoylc, and therefore (fay they) it is out of quef Hon 
he here lied tor tlicwhctftone. Butletthcfc horned Logicians which frame fuch 

crooked 
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crooked arguments, anfwer whether nature can bring fourth ftuite any more of 
her felfc,then the knife can cut of it fclf e? They will anfwer (lam fiire) that it caw 

not. I demaund then, what is that ouer-ruling hand which guidethahd difpoftth 
all thefe things { They dare not denie but that it is Ortinipotent 5 which if they 
grant, why fliould they thinke that to be impoffible to him^which is here affirmed 
by Herodotus f If they fhall further fay, that he and other hiftoriaifc tell vs ftrangc 
tales of the fcrtilitie of ccrtaine countries,whofe plenMc!confiftethtat this day only 
in fcarcitie,want and penurie, and hereupon fliall accufe him of forgone* let thenl 
beware left they inuolue the holy fcriptures in the fame accusation, For they make 
fome places ferti!e,which are now in a maner barren. But if we confider the hand, 
which fomtimes ftretcheth forth it felf,and fbmtimes drawes itfelf in again,which 
now fc-ndeth forth a bleffmg,and now a curfe vpon one and the fame country. In 
bricre,if we Call to mind the faying of D^/^Pfal.io^and refer the reafon of fuch 
alterations to that fupreameand foueraigne caufe. we fliall find thcitrue anfwer to 
fuch obicclions. Morcouer,thofe who for the former reafon will not belecue Her 
rodotus his report of the fruitfulnefle of Babylon , will neuer beeleue that the cirie 
Babylon was fo great as he reporteth it to haue bene,viz.that thofe which dwelt in 
the fiiburbcs were furprifed and taken before they in the heart of thecitie had 
knowledge thereof.For if wc mcafure the largcncfle of it by thegreatnefle of our 
citics,it cannot chufe but feeme falfe and fabulous. • ■•» 

I proceed now to profecute the fecond part,toucbing the actions of men.Firft 4 



then as Herodotusls fufpeded of falfhood and forgery, for reportin g that Babylon 



was fb beautiful,great & rich,and fituate in fo fertil a fbile: fb is he alfo for the large 
report which he maketh of the puiflance of the P^y?>»'Kings,Lords of that cine; 
For who can beleeue that a King of Perfia euer led fuch an armie as drunkeriuers 
dried meane fuch fmall riuers as he fpeaketh of.True it is (I confefle) if the Reader 



flial confider the power of our moderne Kings,and thereby iudg'e of the puiffance 
and power of the Perfian Monarchs,he cannot but hold Herodotus for the fondeft 
fabler that euer writ. But to make this comparifon,were to demaund (as one did) 
whether the Sea were greater then the Lake of tfav-caftU: and it were to fpeake 
with as good judgement as he that faid (as it is reported) to Zf Reyde Franfe fefwjfe 
bin gomcrna^ e foujje maitre d'bouta de noutr on feign au. It were (1 lay*) tbmeafure 
the power of Princes with his mete-wand, who faid^,ff purmmo*ljto¥i,kv/ot 

let fe zuffir con fan Marco, Ce perfo, cbe i ftgnori ha deliberate at mettere inltrra tiw> 

queccnti can at fotttli . For looke how much thefe fond fooles debated the King of 
France by fuch ignorant anddoltifli fpceches : fomuch dothey debafe the Jftng 
of Perfia, who compare him with our moderne Kings. But as he which asksia 
whether the Sea were greater then the Lake of N mi* (lie, wouldheutf 1 hnuC de 
manded thisqueftion if he had kcncD anubius oi Nrlus^bnt wbld^teaftflioukf) 
haue gathcred,that if thefe riuers dO incomparably exceed this ILate in ibignm^ 
the Sea (into which all riuers do run) muft needs be of a huge andifweious great* 
nefle : fo he that hath but read wbatforces Ta mhetkmt leuied o^ late yenrrelfc 
comparifon'("oeing at the : firft but a W&athcafd) wiK (no dbubr) if he haue- hlt^a 
dramme of iudgement thereby gathe^that the poteof the Kings did<.ff- 
flnitely furpaffe the forces of our moderne Kings. For Tamherlaine had fixe hun- 
dred thoufand footmen and foure hundred thotlfarid horfeiwe'rt when he en- 

countred Ba 'tazttthe Tmkifh Emperour ; and hauing difcom fined two hundred 
thou^nd of his men,led him away pnfbner in fetters of gold. Nowthen if T'/u* 

berlaint of ancatheard became fo puiflant a Princc,to>what hciglu^may We tbiwk) 
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mounted the Kio&bf Perfia, confidcring that cuen from their cradles they were 
men of matchlefic might, which at their dying day they left much more mcrca- 
fcd'For confirmation whereof, though many pregnant prootes might be produ- 
ced yet I will content my feife with fuch as hiftorians do affoord, as namely how 
XfrWoneofthefcEmpcrours)gaue to T/jemift odes Rue great cities, the firft 
for his pantry, the fecond for his celler, the third for his kitchin, the fourth for his 
wardrobe, and the fift for his bed-chamber. And what great thing was th is for the 
King of Perfia to giue? Verily no more then for a K ing at this day to giuc one or 
two fmall villages. nut 

They further affirme,that it is not probable that eucr any King ihould play 
fuch prankes as Herodotm reporteth , notoncly not befecming their places and 

pcrfons (being Princes) but any fimple fwaines or con idons of the countrey. 

Whereunto I anfvvcr,that if it were a new thing to fee Kings commit facts vnbe- 
feeming theirplaces and pcrfons, we might well fufped his report in this behalfe. 
But if it be common and ordinary in cuery childs mouth, why fliould we not be- 
leeuc it? What(may fome fay)is it credible thata King fliould fo farre forget him- 
felfe, as to cxpofe his naked wife to the view of his fcruant, as Herodotm affirmeth 
of King Candaulestlo which I anfwer, that if Candaulcs were the onely K ing that 
played fo (hamefull a part,we were in feme fort to be pardoncd,if we did not fub. 
fcribc hereto; (though other as vile parts and pra&iics of theirs might induce vs 
to bcleeuc it) but when we findc in other vndoubtcd hiftorics that Kings haue 

donethe like, why fliould not his teftimonie go for currant with vs? Nay,wc 
rcade of (bmc who haue not onely com mitted the felfe fame fact , but others alfo 
farre worfe . Albeit my memory furniflieth me onely with two examples at this 
prefent.T he firft is of one who committed the very famcrThc fccond,of another 
who did wcl worfe.For the firft,con fidcr what Suetonius writctli in the life of Ca- 
//£0k,where he difcourfeth of that which this King(or Rmperour as the Romanes 

fpeakc) did to his wife Cefouia, Vt fxpcchlamyde i felta(j s .& galea armatam, <jr ittxta 
ddcquttantemjnilitibtis o/lenderit , atntcis verb ettam nudum . Yea bu t Caligula was 

a man giucn ouer toall kind of villanie. And what then? as though Candaules was 
not as very a villaine as he ? For the fecond , confidcr how a King (not regtftred 
amongthcreft as famous, or rather infamous for his villanics)hath committed a 
ferre more (hameful feci then the (hewing of his naked wife.For Baptifta Fulgoftm 
reporteth how that Henry King of Cajlile 7 {o\\x\c to king /o/&»,bcing frigidc and vn- 
able to get children ,had one by the hclpe of a goodly yong man of rhecountrey, 
one Mtramtu cueua. As who fo will not creditc my report,may rcadcitt-thc third 
chapter of the ninth booke of the faid Fulgoftm. And it is further to be noted,that 
hedidnotthismheateofaffeaion,in fomefodainc moode orpaflion , butafter 
Johg and matute deliberation , hauing aduanccd him from the bottomc of bafe- 
nefle to the height of honor, from the dunghill cuen to a Dukcdome, to the end 
he might at the laft draw him from this (eru ice in rccompencc of fo many Ix ne- 
5 ' j n i " 1 w<he dir Pofetl to fpeake of priuate men, I could allcdgc examples 

^^^f ^1 ^^l^^^fc ^V^^h ^^^B ^^^^^^^ w^^* ^^^^^^ ' ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^F^^^k ^^^^ 

cofingcrmans to that wittall 

who is lo famous by thefo vcrles of ////W, 

dottus fpettare lacunar^ 

Voftus&adcalicemvigilantijleytercnafo. 

But among other ftories impugned by many^nd reckoned in the nu mber o f ridi- 

adoua jtaks, that is not to be forgotten which is recorded in his firft bootce j0 f cer- 

tawe that came to King Cr^requeftin g him they might hauehisfons company 

to 
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to aflift them in taking a great wilde Boare which wafted thecountrey. See (fey 

they ) a fine fabie,and eafie to be beleeued, that a Kings fonne Ihould be intreated 
to pci forme fuch an exploit. Verily if this hiftorie were to be examined by the cu- 
ftome at this day,I grant they had reafon thus to except. For example,in the y eare 
1548 when a cat of mount which came out of the forrcft of Orleans did infinitely 
endamage the country of Berry (as another bcaft had done elfcwhcrc in the ycare 
i 54 <5.)thc inhabitants were farre from requefting the King of his fonnc 
(though he had beneof yeares) to hclpe them. But if we confider (as we ought) 
that Kings inthofedayes were exceeding iealous of their honour in performing 
braucr exploits in hunting(efpecialiy in ftriking fierce and furious bcafts) then any 
of rhcir fubicfts, we (hall haue no caufe to thinke this hiftory ftrange. Now that 

they were indeed iealous hcreof,in fuch fort as hath bene faid,may appcare by that 

which Cteftas, Xenophon, and Herodotm alfo (as I remember) report hereof, viz. 
how they put fome of their huntimen to death for ftriking the beaft they had in 
chafe and fo depriuing them of that honour which (as they thought) was due 
to none but to themfelues . But leauing the further profecutin g of this point, we 
vnderftand by thisftory what great defire they had to become famous andrc- 

nowncd for thcii prowefle and a&iuitic. 

I haue likevvile heard the ftory of the Magician who famed himfelfe King ot 
Per ft a and for fcuen moneths was reputed for no le(Te, accounted fabulous. For 
isit likely ((ay they) that this counterfeit fliould not haue bene diicouered in lo 
long time" To which I an(wer,that we haue furtdry examples of this kind of coli- 
cs I haue (hewed in my Latin Apologie) where I haue alledgcd two notable 
nples of the like impofturc, viz. of fuch as haue cnioy cd the name and roomc 
of thofc who they counterfeited^ though they had bene the parties themfelues, 
which in all reafon ought not fo eafily to be credited : and yet are fo authentically 
verified that we cannot doubt thereof. One is of dame (thefhePope) who 
was held for Pope /* Will that a butter flie came out of her belly.The other is ot 
one Arnold da Tilb, who played the cunning counterfeit fo well,that he was ac- 
knowledged and rccciucd as husband to the wife of one Marttn Guerrero -was 
then abfent,kccping her companie both atbed and boord as though he had bene 
her true husband,for the fpacc of three yeares and more , during which time he 
had ccrtaine children by her : neither (he nor any of her kinred and friends cuer 
dreaming that flie had companicd with any faue her own husband. But in theend 
her true husband returning home(but not knowne)commenced fute in the court 
of Parliament at r/W^againft this Arnold^o difturbed him lo gneuoudy in 
his poiTelfion in thcyearci559.as istobefcenc in that ftrange manner of procee- 
ding afterwards publifhcd in p 



) 



touching the different difpofitions and behauiours of mcn< in fundry coun- 
tries defcribed by Herodotus jx is ftrange they fliould be found iMrange as not to 
be beleeued • efpecially confidcring the difference and dimmilitude which is to be 
fecne bctwccnc vs andbur neare neighbors, as alfo the continuall fti-ange altemti^ 
ons of cuftomcs and fafliions in one & the fame country.For as for the diff erence 
bet ,vixt vs and our next neighbours, who fees not, how in their manner ot if e at- 
tire,and ordinary affaires, they haue nothing common with vs? If \ye fliould lee a 
a man of worth in F r^apparcllcd in grecne , we would fureiy thinke he were 
fomcwhat fantafticall : whereas in many places of Germany this ^atnve is generally 
approued of all as decent and feemly . Againe,if we fliould fee a woman in Ftance 
vveare a gownc of diucrs colours with broade guards,we would thinke flie meant 
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to come vpon the ftage , or that flie did it for a wager : whereas in that countrey 
they hold this kind of attire very ciuill. Further, vv e in France (and others al(b in 
other countries) would haue a hard conceit of a woman that ihould go vp and 
downe the ftrects with her breaft laid open,fliewing halfe her dugges : whereas in 
fome places of Italie (efpecially at Venice) not fo much as old filthy hanging dugs 
but are let out (as it were) tofhewand (ale. Morcoucr, in Frame and elfewhere 

women go to market to buy their prouifion: whereas in Italie their husbands go 
themfelucs,kecping their wiues mewed vp as it were in a cage. Furthermore, kif 
fing in France betwecne gentlemen and gentlcwomen,&c. is permitted and held 
as honcft,bc they kinfmen or others: whereas fuel) a kiflc in Italie would not only 
befcandalousjbutallb dangerous.ln rccompcnce wheveof Jtalian dames make no 
confidence to paint themfelucsas French Ladies do,thofc at leaftwife that are not 
Italianized. Thcfe few examples (which may firuc vs as a pattci ne of that which 

hereafter (God willing)fhal be handled more at large) (hall fufficc for this prefent: 
and herewith I will conclude, that if in lb ncarc neighbouring nations,and in the 
fame age, the manners of men are fb diflbnant and difagrccing one from another, 
we may not imagine the difference betwecne vs and thole of whom Herodotsu 
(pcakcth fo incredible , they being fo farrc remote from vs, not onely in diftance 
of place,but alfo of time. But becaufe the difference betweeneour cuftomes and 
thofe of our predeccfTors may cafily be difcerned 3 1 fpare examples* 

Yet one thing further is to be notcd,viz.that fome which at the fM blufli may 
haply fecme foolifli and ridiculous (and are therefore thought forged and fabu- 
lous) if they be throughly confidercd,will be found to be grounded vpon <>ood 
reafon. Among the reft, that of the Babylonians recorded in the firft bookc^ay 
well be numbrcd. In cucry market townc(faith he)oncc a ycare they affemble all 
» the mariagcable maidcs,and leadc them to a certaine place appointed for the pur- 
. pofe,wherc a multitude of men come flocking about them: and there they are 
. fold by an officer to him thatoffereth moft, the faireft of all being cried firft, and 
(lie being fold at a high ra te,thc next to her in beautie,and fo the reft in order- yet 
vpon condition that they marry them and rake them fbr their wiues. Whereupon 
the richeft Babylonians intending to marry, buy the faireft and moft bcautifull vir- 

> gins in the company,onc out-bidding another in thcbargain.Thecountry fwains 
contenting themfelucs though they haue not the faireft, take the woodden-fae'd 
wenches and ^ 

hcer hath fold all the handfomeft, he comes to the fouleft of them all (her efpeci- 

\o\xdtWhomllhaueherforfuchapricenn the end flieisdcliuercd to him that will 

be content to marry her for thcfmallcft fummc.The mony which is giuen for the 
manage of the fouleft acrewing of the fale of the faireft. And thus the faire marry 
the foulcand fuch as haue any bodily blcmifh or imperfection. Neither is iilaw- 

Worany togiuehisdaughterto whom he thinkes good . nor for him which 
hath bought her, to carry her away before he hath Sucn his word that hp wi 1 
marry , her This ftory at the firft filht feemeth 

bus: howbeit if we confider the caufes and inducements which moued ITbII I 

"by thofe^Pht 

> JX?* k u a T 0t ^ e de , nied but that there are in «^/«rfundrv cuftomet 
and fiflm** w,lde and wicked, which for this caufe carry SSSSSS^M 

them: 
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them : fo muft it needs be granted that he recordeth many noble eriterprifes, fa- 
mous acts and valiant exploits,vnder taken ,managed and atchieued with fuch cou- 
rage.prowelTe and valour, as may well deferue admiration. < And that there is no- 
thing in this hiftory fo abhorring from truth or lb incredible, but may winne cre- 
dence if we compare it with that which other hiftorians haue Written in the fike 
kihdc . For they report farre ftranger facts,I meane fuch as were atchieued with 
infinite greater proweffe and valour. And verily fince the firft inuention of guns 
it was neccflary men ihould (as it were) double and treble their valour, in cxpo- 
fing thcmfelues againft their merciieffe fury and rage. And we haue dayly euents 
and occurrences which do in a maner compel vs to beleeue that to be true, which 
before we held to be folic . The fact of Codes al way es thought fo Grange and in- 
credible, was confirmed Anno ijto.by a Scot, who being purfued by cerrafrie 
Reifters (from whom he could not wind himfelfc) leapt with his horfe from the • 
top of the mountaine Caux (nearc to Havre de Grace, called Hable) into the Sea, 

and fo efcaped fafe to land : which is a ftory confirmed by innumerable tefti- 
monies. 

I am further to aduertife thee (gentle Reader) that fome ftories recorded by 
HerodotHsjuhxch feeme very ftrange, and which a mart Would think were written 
for the whetftone, are confirmed not onely by theteftimoniesof approued later 
writers, but of our modcrne hiftorians, as I haue (hewed in my Latine Apology. 
Of which number that of the women of T hrace may wel be reckoned, who con- 
tended when their husband was dead (for one man had many wiues) which of 
them fhould die with him forcompanie . For each of them affirmed that they 
were beft bcloued: and thereupon great fuite was made by their kinsfolkes and 
friends, that they might haue the honour toaccompaniehim at his death. For 
flie that was thus graced, was accounted happie , the reft going away with fhahie 
enough all their Hues after. Verily this hiftory cannot be fampled nor parcelled by 
any example of women in thcfe countries: for euen thofe kind hearts which loue 
their husbands beft, would looke ftrangely vpon him that fliould askc them whe- 
ther they could not be contented to lay downe their Hues for their husbands,as 
sllceffu dk\ y (a fact grounded vpon better reafon theh that of the Thracians.) And 
I perfwadc my felf e they would aske fb many three dayes refpitc , and fo many 
termes to anfwer in one after another,that there would be no end . But fhall we 
therefore fay it is a fiction? For my part, though there were none but onely Hero- 
dotus that affirmed it, I would not hold it incredible, confiderihg what CJefar and 
other auncient hiftorians write of thofe which fiafferedvolunrary death With trie 
Kings of Acfttitane. For the King of that countrey (faith he) had fix hundred mert 

with him,whom he entertained in his Court, permitting them ro haue a hand in 
managing the affaires of the StatejVpon condition they mould bcare him compa- 
nie at his death: which (without further intreatie) they were readie to performe. 
This hiftory (I toy ) makcth the Other much more credible. But to omit this known 
example, we find this very thing which Herodotus reports of ihete T braciatos , re- 
corded by other hiftoriographers , who (as wc know) neuer tooke it out of him: 
andteftificd alfo by others who were eye-witnefTes thereof: albeit they report it 

of the Indians and not of die Thracians. 

I further arfirmc that our moderne hiftorians report fome ftranger things then 
any is to be found in Herodo!u*,whkh hath purchafed him foilla name ; which 
notwithstanding go for currant from hand to hand, becaufe the authors thereof 

arc men of credit and account. Thofe cfpecially which write of barbarous coun- 
tries, 
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KBSjtdl vs cettaine Arangc ftorics/arrc furpafling any in HtroJttm. I meane fuch 
fttange wonders as are to be feene in the workes of naturc,and the actions of mens 
Iiucs,as well in their mannas as difpofitions. Whereof we haue examples in thofe 
who haue written of t Mitfctu} (inauncienttimeealled^«*«) cfpccially in si- 
gifmmdm Liter, who > difcouriing of ftrange humours and difpofitions, hath one 
thing amongft the reft which is more then incredible. And though ail men fliould 
fubfen be vmo it.yet I fecnot how any woman could be brought toctedit it:and 
yet he Ipcakcth nothing but vpon good euidence. It is of a woman borne in a 

countrey boidenng vpon <JM»(c,hj , who thoughherhusbandentertained her 
in the k.ndeft melting mancr that might be, yet perfwaded her felfc he cared not 

tor her.Whereupon he demaunding on a time what rcafon ihchad to thinke fo- 
fi;eanfwered,becaufehe (liewed not the true tokens of his loue . He then reaue 
tog her to expound her meaning : How fquoth (he) can you lay you louemT 
fi.hfincc ^the time ^weeame firft together you did neuer bca.e me^wonS 

at rhisfo ftrangea humourand extraordinary defire,prom ifed to C mc h°r her bdP 
lie full. Which when he had done, both parties looke greater contentment then 

euafcforeiforfl^ 

For where as ir is fa.d.that tkt^pgmma W,the cudocll niad Cc AnE 

hek.ndlye.ucr.aincdherforalongtime. Howbcitin & ^ndt emmainedhe] 

leaue of .heckle Rcade™ WS^^^T}^^ 

find any thine Rubbered vd or oXh 1 J? c t™ excufed lfna P'y ,hou 

(lied fti[e,and 8 abufe offi ermet h nfe? rude and /"P* 
might excufe me (the bare contiiuing whereof wou H hf. f ""!f ° f mat , ter 
fure) I hope my profeflion will ^bZ^M^^F^^ 
ftrained me to deuide the fame halfe hour" to he mK*,7 7^' ^ 
Irmch. But I will confefle mine ignorance tl Jt ul, 7*'' U ""' and 
furninihimfclfewithfucha/-«»^DS <m ™^ nownotw l'«-eamanmay 
ing the beft French words aiSre fled S Srf T™, 3 " ^ ^ 
maftcrs, who though they thitrfi fcS^fi^ffl ? , d< 7 nc b , y our new mint " 

aftertheCourtfalhion vet (S hLriW , £l . 4 P, l,raft- > and Tpcake in print 

fagerandfober fortwL S 

fefle) I haue here co"^dfiSj^& fc . < * ' rC f * Tr » e » is d ~n- 
where the auncient failed 7^^^^ W >' f P a *^, *eie oncty 
pleafure, that I might fpeakc ^kS^SS ' T? f °' ^ ? 

ftanding through the (implicitie of fome fillXZ f g ' whlch not wi«V 
And albeitCgemle Readcr)I anuio, kZwlt?, ^. acc L ountcd vcr y <™™- 
rie forgetful! and much w»SS f b ? ,hol *l* that ' am 
Apologie touching this J&Tffi^a£ "° f nor 

tily commend thec. 
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f/w / firft tookc fenfill in hand to draw the lineaments of this 

frefent Apologiejvherind hauejhadowed out a world of wonders^ 
J perfwaded my felfc that fuch as were acquainted with my daily 
implements (whereof the weale puhlike, 1 meane fuch as loue 
and like good literature may reafte leffe pie a jure >but more profit 
then bythisdifcourfc ) would reckon this wcrke for none of the 
leafl wonders. And nothing doubting but that yon (Sir) were one 
of that number^ J was the more will/ng to cafe you of that pa we, 

(paine 1 fay fee ing admiration U counted a paf ion by Phifojophers) and to fatisfe you 
touching the inducements which moued me to undertake this prefent bufineffe. Uifarke 
then in what tearmes it (lands . Hauing fit forth Herodotus tr an fated by Lau ren tius 
Valid, and corrected by my felfe , and prefixed an Apologie in behalf e of his hill or ie y I 
had intelligence not long after of one who wm minded to t ran flat e it into French : which 
1 did the rather beleeue, and the more fear e y for that I remembred a like pranke which 
had bene played me about eight yearn before. For 1 had no fooner publifhed a little Parm 
phlct^but it met with a tinker ly tranflator^ who P igmalion-ltke doted vpon his ownedo^ 
ings^ thinking he had put out the Popes eye* ivhere.ts to my thinking he roued at randon, 
and erred the \vhohhu\uen\ in fuch fort that I could neither conceiue what I had wr it- 
ten \ nor yet perceiue any footfltpsof my wonted flilc. So that I may well fay with the Ita- 
lian ^ that he performed not the office of a tradu ttorc, but of a rrauirore , that ts, that he 
played not the part of a tranflator,£«f of a traitor. Which notwithflanding I pardoned 

in that namclefe author^ not doubting but that in doing amiffe he did his befl endeuour 4 
Fearing therefore left the like inconuenienxc would befall this mine Apologie ^ 1 thought 

good to take order for it bet i me. And after a flwrt fummons of my thought s, I foone per- 
ceiued that it wxs my onely courfe to preuent thefe turkifl)ers,by being mine owne inter- 



preter*^ as knowing 1 could not only vnderfland mine owne meaning better then another^ 
but alfo take that hbcrtie to my felfe, which would neither be permitted them ^or yet be* 
feeme them. 7{ot)vithflanding all fell out croffe and contrary to my expectation. For the 
transition which 1 had begun y difliked mefo much J hat lgaueit oner in the phine field, 
and in (lead thereof (for mtnc owne fatisfaftion) began to profecute this prefent worke 9 

or rather fome fbadow or femblance thereof For certts it w is not my pwpofc to lanch (o 
farre into the deepc . but going about to fade by the f\)ore, I flraight found that I was flo- 
ting in the maine. And then I remembred the Greeke proiurbe, that a man ought to be 
well adm fed before he take fljip , but when he hath once hoi fed vp the f ailes.it is too late 
to intreate the winds \7^otwithfl l an ding J am arriued {God be thanked) at the la ft ^ tf not 
at the wijhed hauen,yet where I reft content . But to leaue thefe flounces of Rhetor icke, 
andtofpeakeplaine En^ltjh^ivherc.ismy^urpofewas not to exceed the particulars hand- 
led in the Latin Apologie, I fell by little and little into other difcourfes > the proft cuting 
whereof I found to be more tedious then I had thought \and fuch as you here fee. Howbett 
I am in good hope that this worke(once come to perfection) will be both pleafant and pro- 
fitable-^ (h <ts the Reader may not only reape benefue by euery particular here recorded [but 
further learne to par allele auncient ftories with moderne, by obferuinq their conformitie 
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And Analogic (if this word found not too barjhly in Englifh earcsj and confequently to 
$eakc with greater reuerence and rcfictt of undent hi/tor ians v a* alfo to omit no remar- 
kable thing (whtch may fiand him mjlead when occajion full feme) without due obfer- 
tMtion. IJayjhh worke once come to perfection, becaufi this u but an Introduction 
or Preparatiuetreattfe,as the title purporteth : albeit a man may here take a tajl of that 
which hath bene faid, whtch is the caufi whylcallit A prcparatiueTrcatife,^ The 
firftbookeoftheApologie. But you may here haply demaund the reafon thatmoued 
mefirfi to pen the Latin i^fpologie, which was my fir ft EJfay ? t'ertly ( to deale plainly 
with you) the great pleafure whtch I tooke in reading the Greeke jlorie y made me not oneh 
forget my pawes tn correcting infinite fiapes in the Latin tr an flat ton: but further fo 
ligedme vnto tt by the great content itgaue me, that I could do no lef/e then pleadeh 





hefemy Apologettcall dtfeourfes .again H the Phtlippnks andfharpe imtelUues of fuck 
veandrigidecenfurersasceafenottoaccufe ttoffallhoodfor>>eriea,idfhbulofc^ 

tuu T g n e f d t e Ihadt ° Uiiife m K°° d mU W *ffM' M t0 ™< h *«tbor 
I hold bantjb all feare ofmmeowne infuffciency to undertake the pennina of fitch an Apo\ 

H^tlfome other Mter 

ouerl confeffe (for lean conceale nothing from my friend) that one reafon amon* therefl 
whtch mouedme to afiecJ thisfiorie (betng common to me with all French- men who art 
Jeenetn the Greeke tongue) wa* not onely the great affmtic the French hath with the 

L 7 r 1 ^.flwedat targe in a treat, fe which I pubis- 

fred touching the conformttte ofthefe two languages) but for that there u not a Greeke 

^yMkamUmtbtkFmApkrtft , and to the vnderftandtn, whereof hi 
knowledge oj 'the French iefiwffwJim^^Hc^u*^ 

2&,« I haue taken vpon me to be Herodotus his adnocate : fo 1 am to intreate sou 
to be mine, tn pleading for me^againfi fitch fuperftltous cenfuers as n Znt2to 
lajh me for my faults ( for 1 feare me 1 haue gden them iuU cafe hZS^'fa 
frame themtlues to qo a note aboue Ela and to r*rr, 7 \\ , J a na yr""\ J haU 
that rohich their conjftences tell them cannot be teZ TT 7 



^rnyfelfe with the (ubfia^^ ;™^, con . 

*l o boldly fteakeitvpo-LLd that if ^ 

concealing their names ]Z^mtbLl * " ™l ^ m " mmers >" * 

it would % more ZD Z and 2 VsTkfT'V ' 1 h ™ 

fey) Verity the espies tofim 

m may fee the tvmvardmlji Aid ■umtm IrAnM /, , n „ ' ls - wh " 



which ,a a bridle fheuld cmbc tni keep viiJ«'lZl,T . """I f'"' of Cod, 

1 1 feci*. A<r«i„ t the, (irniXtlV.A 5 r f ' " * W/ ^« <V<- Chap. 

tfaU/ty they f„ ut l s m n ea d Jf ZtZ , 1 fW "1 : "*» 

blMmSf, of, he mulmL hlZZ ZZ ' n "l M ' M ^ »<"«ratt 

m,m, mmer concerning their f.l IM uo» , W con- 



fequemly 
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fequently in what great need they (land of diuine illumination. True it is $ndeed,I haue 
there alfo blazoned the <vertuet of mrgood Catholickes of the Popijh clergie, who feede 
themfelues fat by famiftng of others , in debarring them of the foode of their foules, 
and wickedly profaning that which they beare the world in hand^and vrge vpon others 
as the onely true religion . Whofe indttement I haue fo hotly purfued,and trauerfed eue- 
rie point thereof that (/ feare me) I haue fomewhat oucrfbot myfelfe in fitting downe 
fime of their fweete fayings and doings in the darke, not worthie to be heard but by their 
owne eares : which , 1 perfwade my jelfe, not you onely, but all that know me, will inter- 
pret e no otherwifi . IfytwithHanding let me intreate you to do the part of a faithfull 
friend, in informing thofe with whom you jhall conuerfi t of the fmceritte of my meaning 
herein: left haply they fir etch my words beyond the leuell of my thoughts , or make feme 
other conHruBion of my meaning then indeed was meant . x^ind thus Sir, ae* 

cordingly I recommend my fuite <vntoyou y and my felfe to your fauour 9 
• defiringthe Lord you may reft in bti. From our Hz- 

licon the fixt of l^ouember. 

1566. 
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MIT1E OF AVNC1ENT AND MO. 

DERNE WONDERS: 

A Preparatiue Trcatifc indcfcncc of Herodotvs. 

Which may alfo be called, The firft booke of the Apo- 

logie for Herodotw, 

The Treface to the firfi Tart. 

S there ate many who do highly efteeme of Antiquitie, 
and haue it in great admiration, and are (if I may lb fpcake) 

fo zealoufly aflfe&ed towards it, that the reucrence they 

beare it, is in the ncareft degree to fupcrftition : fo there are 
others (on the contrary) who are fo farre from giuing it that 

which of due belongs vnto it > that they do not onely di£ 

T « „ grace it whatthey can,but euen tread it vnder foote. Now 

that thefe'two opinions (be they fancies or humors) haue borne fway among 
the auncient,{hallappeare hereafter by pregnant proofes . But for the better ma- 
nifeftation of the rcalbns whereon they ground their opinions , I thought it not 
impertinent to treate in gcnerall of the venues and vices of auncient times , fet- 
ching out the firft fource and fpring thereof: that fo in the fequel of this difcourfe 
I may come to examine and trie the truth of the old proucrbiall fentence , which 

faith by way ofa-quiuocation, Le monde vatouftoarsatmpire, The world growes 
daily mrfi xudworfe . And fo defcendin g (as it were) by fteps and degeees, may 
note and obferuc the examples of alterations wHich haue happened m this age 
or fomewhat bcfore,asan Introduction to the Preparatiue treatife of the Apology 

iox Herodotus, r* n * . • » j 

And firft I wilt begin with the defcription of the firft Age, not as it is recorded 

in Canonicall Scripture, which cannot lie* but in the Apocryphall writings ot 
Poets,who cannot fpeake the truth; being as falfc, fond and fabulous , asit is true, 
certaine and vnfalliblc . And I beginnc with Poets the rather, becaufe moft men 
haue eucr bene addided to the reading of Pocmes, being thereunto allured by 
their pleafant fiaions, which infinuating themfelues by little and little into their 
earcs, haue in proceffe of time fo fctlcd in their minds,that they haue taken dcepe 
rooting therein. Whereby we perceiuc, how men in old time by entertaining of 
fables,and fuffering them to lodge and harbour in their minds,haue bene brought 
to beleeuc many fond fooleries, which haue bene conucyed from hand to hand, 
and deliuercd by tradition from father to fonne. Whereas the Scripture hath bene 
locked vp (as it were) in an vnknownc tongue,as well from thefe great admirers 
and fcorners of antiquitie,as from thofc of whom I am about to fpcake . Nay, 
many who haue had fome (mattering knowledge therein , haue reicftcd them 



C3 



as 



18 THE FIRST BOOKE. 

as mdrc fabulous then mecrc deuifed fables. For fome poetical! ficlions taken ort 

ginally from the facred fountaine of veritie (as a true ftorie may be difguifed fun- 

dry wares) fcemc morcprobable in fome mens corrupt iudgement then the trwtri 
it fclfe, as (hall be exemplified in the Chapter following. 



CHAP. I. 

defection of the first Aze of the world, called I,, Poets Saturncs, W the 

golden hgv.mdhtmthe^hmedepr/uudit mth their foohMliiom 

m they haue dene other histories itt the Bibles, ' 




I- we will g.ucany creditc to Creeke and Latin Poc B) we muft con- 

fefle that the ft ft age(callcd by them thegolden age was as happy 

as a man could vviffi . Foreground without till.ng or manuring 
plenttfullyaffoordedallcommodmesforthc life oLan vS 

. . T C comm ° n ,0 3,1 > fcein g no man knew what mine and thine 

meant • and confequently were not acquainted with hatred, enuie and fteahb 
Zet £r r 5 a " d ' h T foK " ecdcd not to bcare -^nnesagainft any lue 

onely fas fome are of op.mon j agatnft wilde hearts, wh ich they were not ereadv 

E,™ ? Tr a' C0 1 fid T § wcre f0 «4h that they could no, S 

™ a°" 8 ** ,hCy C ° Uld , " L 0t demom th ™< &y 4™ *r<7oZ<o£ 

for others make no exception at all, bu t affirme that wildc hearts wereTnXt 
gentle and tradable then tame ones arc at this dav • in,) tLrA^r.u V 
poifonfull and venimous (as apcrieSScO . are now 

But to Ieaue this difpute , and tfpXu etw fo Ziir " '" g dan ? erous - 
particular, wherein all gwally^^m Zt^T ' he 

there were then no law« fo neither wa r * " C (I fay; ,1,nt as 

the hurt or hinderancc of h»"2„S ? I\ ^'"f ", 0 man wiflled 
meancs.Befides.they knew Xfc^ t,,Crct ? h P^ 
and found conrtitution . fo did they abound wirf » i . y 2?* ? f 3 ftron 8 
ftentation of manslife , albeit thev tecvv nntnf h , gS for ,he fu - 

what nature had hid in the bowels tW^IWM^ f ? e t0 know 

.her tooke they mall in what for, t£^ft&! D * d 7 ** nd ' 

cunous nor catefull to know what his next r\l IhC, r , h,S c f"> not htng 

man hcW^ who though he dZ ■ w 2^^° "! ote J. n thf oId 
thereabout)yetneucrwcntthitherin -.11 hi ? q T ? a mile "f^™" (or 

who being almoft fourefto e and e " v'ir« dd "° 1 r 6 »"g<™Ieman, 

vntill he was confined theSn rfT dd '. ; ed t0 S° owof r«J 

riuers with fuel, like toyes i the fumm of J , ? °rT * C h °">' and <"iiken 
chingrhefelici,yof,ha y taSdo^ZpIa?n;^ 

wastheninvfe^orwithrtandingtheS 

contrary to the old C^wooeriTw^^^^^^ 0 ^*^ 
A S oodlv,d,abadpeopte. ,Wmc ' 1 hath bcnc fou nd too true of other 

we 






» 

X 



t ■ 



S 



CHAPTER 



I 



t9 



we will call the Scripture into queftion : I fay ingtneratt, not infilling vpon parti- 
culars, though Poets like wire-drawers extend it further then they are warranted 
by holy writ, which fheweshow that immediatly after the fall of our firft parents 
man did eate his bread inthefweateofhisbrowes, of which Poets ahofpeake, 
chough turkifhing the ftorie, or (to fpeake more properly) turning it into a meerc 
fable: affirming that the great God Jupiter created the world of a huge confuted 

malTe,which they called/ (wherein the elements were mingled pel-mell)and 

that Prometheus after wards formed men of earth tempered with water,in the like- 
nelTe and fimilitude of the Gods.They adde moreouer,that he ftole fire from hea- 
uenyand conueyed it downe to the earth ; whereat this great G!od was fb highly 
offended (in that men by this meanes found out mechanicall arts and (ciencesj 
that for a punifhmcnt he fent them a yong damfell framed by all the Gods, (each 
of them hauing beftowed fomcthing vpon her, fome to perfect her in bcautic, o- 
thers to make her wanton, fubtill, craf tie, and full of alluring Heights 5 Vulcan ha- 
uing formerly framed the body of clay, and after infuled the foule into it) and 
directed her firft to Prometheus ,who being Wary and wile,would not receiuc her^ 
miftrufting lome trechery : but his vnwife brother Epimetheu* willingly accepted 
of her,& gaue her entertainment.Howbeit he felt the fmart of it fliortly after, and 
not he onely, but all his pofteritie after him. Forthis Minion forthwith opened a 
box.whcrcoutifTucd all manner of euils,mifchiefes and miierics, which haue e- 

kc harboured in the world.Now vnder thele fablesand fictions lay the true 
ftoryofthe creation of our firft parents, and of their Apoftafic (as it were)mafc 
ked and difguifed. For by the firft man framed by Prometheus wcztz tovrtder- 
ftand Adam • and by the yong damfell called PandorayEue^ (who being brought 
to o*ii/»,was the caule of his fall:) and by the fire which was ftolne fromhea 
ucn ( by meanes whereof men came to the knowledge of mechanicall arts ) 
the forbidden fruite , whereby they had experimental! knowledge of good 
andeuill. 



5 



True it is,all Poets ftay not here ; but(as it is the cuftome to amplifie and enlarge 

mens reports ) adde that Prometheus fafliioning the firft man of carth,infu(ed into 
him (omcwhat of the nature ofeuerybcaft (for all of them were then created) as 
namely part of the Lions fuiy, which heinftillodintohisbrcaft, Howbeit poore 
Tnmcthetts could not efcape their fharpe cenfures,f or not hauing duly confidercd 
of all things appertaining to the conftitution of a humane body: as for not ma- 
king windowes in his breaft, whereby we might fee what was in his heart • feeing 



moft mens hearts and tongues agree no better then harpe and harrow 



Ag 



whereas fome fay,that this Pandora was the firft woman that was madc:others af- 
firme that Prometheus framed a certaine fet number of women,immediatly after 
the creation of man , and they blame him more for this fecond worl^e jujjfofflr 



the firft:for he ought (fay they) to haue confidered fundry thlrtgis in thfc 

of this fexe,which it feemeth he did not$alledgingthis among the reft, tfiar^ gaue 
vnto them as large a tongue as vnto men . whereas if they had hjad but h'alfc a 
tongue,they .would haue pratled more then enough. But if Promethem would 
make me his Proctour topleade hiscaulc, methinkes I flioUld'rtat ^ be Vr^proui- 
ded of an anfwer : and though hegiue me not my fee, nor redueft vkk \6 tf^edkic 



his behalfe , yet I will anfwer in a word, that he knew no^mtowtfrifcri' IriMd 
prattle more then men • ncither cpuld he imagine hoW theif Ydngti^ could^Vlter 
one thing,and their hearts concetue another. No maruell thjerefore if lie dJd^bt 
preuent the inconucniences which he did not forefee ' M ' ,r,1; "-"-"- : ' :: ■* ) '-^ 
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THE FIRST BOOKE. 



But to rcturne to the arguments which all Poets hauehandled with one accord 
borowing them from the Scripture,they tell vs ftrange tales of god-gartering Gi! 
ants,who heaped mightic mountains one vpon another,which might ferue them 
in ftcad of ladders to fcale the heauens : whereas the Scripture fpeakes oncly of 
fuch as would needs build a Tower whofe toppe might reach to hcauen : neither 

doth itcal! them Giants, though elfewhere it make mention of fuch. The floud 

likewife was a common argument with Poets, who agree with the Sciipture 
in the caufe wherefore it was fent , viz. as a punifliment for the finne of 



man 



Now in /peaking of thcgolden Age,I thought it not amifle to proceed a little 
further,to treateof thefe Poetical fi<5tions,to the end 1 may fhew(as occafion (hail 
lerue) that if thefe narratios,being no better ihen wel qualified nations (for as they 
arc termed fables , fo are they acknowledged to be no other) haue notwithstan- 
ding fome hidden truth in them,whcn they arc diligently fought inland foun- 
ded to the bottomc : we ought not lightly tocondemne auncicnt hiftoi ics, thofe 
efpccially whereunto auncient writers hauefubferibed, as not hauing the Ieaft 
fteworfemblanceoftruth. InthcmeanctimcIconferre,thatasPoershaue dif. 
guifed yea fajfifiedfundry hiftories in the Scripture : fo haue fundry hiftoriogra- 
phcrs likewifedone, as namely lofephus ,and Eufebiu* in his Euaneclicall prepara- 
oon. I remember aIfo,that when I was in italic I read in one of their Libraries a 
Fragment of Dtodorus Stculus, where he fpeakes of upturning him like Proteus 

£3Ec5 w g ? a "S ,8I °, n T°I lhe Iewes ■ What h * uc th ^V alto ^ken of 
our blcffed Sauiour ? And though I mould grant all thefe to be fictions in hifto 

runs yetthey Oiall pardon me (if they pleafe)if Idonotgrant tha aman tr nf 
fomd with a predicate opinion may eondemne any hifbrie vpon hi meere 
£ * CT F f ™ 1 ^™*? « ^re is no reafon that the goffiu fiSfa 

the faJfe.Thus then I rcturne to the golden Age. «u«im.maucio 




CHAP. II. 



Another tymptm of the frft Age of the world {called by Poets Saturnes W 

rents.AndtnwhatfencethofetwoEpithctsmly begiuen l P 

to the Age wherein we line. 

Octs (as I haue (hewed a little before) confine not the fdicitie of 
toe firft age of the world (defcribed in the former Chanr, £ r 
^tghtand™ 

c2l r^ nd tCarmC ? y T* ' Fo " ** coC' «ed by 

Judge and Vmpireof L^ttM^rhri^ 6 T make thc Scri P^e 
that men w?re not fo loSS&h^'^^ T " * d Cmcc » and 

Agcas in the ages fo«owin g :in lJS8^ 

the 
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the rurtet-coates of the country^in comparifon of fubtill citizens.So that the mur- 

ther committed by C4W,mayfeeme as ftrange (confidering the time) as a mur- 
ther committed at this day byacountrcy Coridon,in comparifon of one com- 
mitted by a citizen or Courtier. But howfoeuer the myftei y of that fecrer ftand, 
certaine it is that fuch diflblutc demeanour and loofcnehc of life/uch riot and ex- 
celfe fuch fvvearingand fwaggering, was ncuer heard of in the prime and infancy 
of the world as afterward towards the middle Age,and as now in the decrepit Age 
thereof 5 in the decrcpitc Age (I fay) if vvc may bcleeue our eyes, or iudge by the 
courfe and car iage of things, or credit fuch as are better able to iudge of fuch que- 
ftions then our felues . N euerthelefle (vnder correction of better iudgement) I 
am of opinion that it fareth with the vniucrfe or gi eat world, as with man thc litle 
world-in that The older it wayethjhe more it dotcthSox he that (hall fqrioufly con- 
fidcr the guife of the world at this day, cannot but fay thatitdoteth cxtreamely, 
and that it refembles the age of our good grandfn e,gray- bearded Sttmte, whofe 
old and auncient name it; may iuftly challenge to it felfc: though on the other fide, 
may well be called the golden Age, in the fence that Quid applied it to his owne, 



when he faith 



'funt fecttla : plurimm 



Venit horns : auro conciliatur 

That is, 

Golden U our latest worlds age mojl iuUhj reported : 
Cold alone our hue bmes:gold onely furchafcthhono 





CHAP. III. 

a 

How fome haue afcribed too much to Amiquitie^ and others 

derogated too much from it. 

Et vsnow confider, whether by our former defcription of thefM 
A<>c, it may appcare whereon thefe great admirers and contemners 
ofantiquitie reft and rely thcmfclucs . And let vs in thc firft place 
examine thc rcafons which they alledge for confirmation of their o- 
pinions. Firft then we arc tobbferue, that the oucr-greatreuercncc 

which fome haue borne to antiquitic, is fufhacntly tcftificd by certaine Latme 
phrafcs,as when wc {^y, Nihil antiquity habm (rhat is, word for word, 1 ejfeemed 
nothing more auncient) in ftcad of this,T/^ was nothing in thc world fo mare or 
deare vnto me h or, / had greater care of it then of any thing in the world be fides. And, 
Nihil mihi eft antiques ilia re, that is, / account nothing more deare 5 / hold nothing 
more precious. So Plantus when he would commend a yong man to be well qua- 
lified, faith he was indued amiquismoribus. Againc,the Latins call that;^ fides 
which the French call La bonne foy, that is ,plainc meaning, fimple and hoilefl dea- 
ling. And Cicero fcemes to call thofe men antiquos,who vfed old and ancient lirti- 
plicitie , and were (as a man would fay) plaine Dunftable . But the queftion is, 
what ground they haue for their opinion, who by fuch ph rales do lo highly ho- 
nour and marine antiquities To which I anfwer, that they who call good man- 
ncrs antiques mores, and plaine dealing prifcamfidem , allude (no doubt) to the 

golden Ase, and the plaine Ample dealing vfed in thofe dayes, as we h aue defcri- 
bed it in the fecond chapter. Whcras it is certain that they which vfcd this phr? e 

r Nihil 




i 
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Nihil antiquum habui, I cfeemed nothing more auncient, in ftead of,/ had nothing in 

greater account ,&c. had an eye to a further matter . Some fay they re/pecked the 
honour which was giucn to aged pcrfons , which feemcs to be more probable 
in that the Greeke word ^c^ot is all one with the Latin Jboih for found and fig- 
nificatiomfor it is applied to old men , whereas the Latin word anttquua is ncuer 
vied in that fence. Whcrforc (vnder correction) I am of opinion that it is a phrafe 
borowed from the great account and eftimation which was had of antique works 
in former timc,cfpccially of painters and carucrs.For when they fpakc of a picture 
or ancient ftatuc,thcy meant a rare and exquifite pcece of woi kc,which was much 

fet by.and of great price : which they vnder flood notonelyof the pictures of A. 
pe/lesandZeaxu, orof theftatucsof\to/^,<jtfy^^ cunning 
artifansof thofe times (whofe workes were then in farre greater requeft then thofe 

of D urer, Raphael, and UUtchacl Angelo are at this day) but of t undry other work- 

men of meaner note and later times. About which toyes fbme haue bene excee- 
ding curious. For TWrcportcth that one Bamafippm was fo car ied away with 

cunofi tie in this kmd,that it bereft him of his wits. And I leaue it to thy confide- 
ration (gentle Reader) what the Poet (if he were now lining) would fay of thefc 
buyers cngrone,s,and inhancers of Antikes.mxh whom the world is fopeftcred 
attlusday and at whofe coft fo many cheaters make fucl^ood cheare- who 
(poore foules) are U > anv from di/cerning bet wecuc an time and moderne, that 
hey karcc vndcrftand the meaning of the words, (which, inch as it is, was lately 



5 



in put their hand to often to their put fc.and pay for the pins . A nd verily the 

» Wd.d feat y and finely who going about to catch a fottiu, UZZ 
.n the end for a good y aunc.ent monument mewed him his wife who was foure 

fcore yearcs of age. Buttotctume to the arpumrnr in I,™ I cw " ulv ^ t P urc 
pa ft were (hangSy poffc ftcd and ^SxZ^^^^ 

^1, • bUt mi < h morC b * ^ when he faith, 

6 * w Itora dies,vt vina, Poemata reddit, 
Scire vehmpretiu.m chartu quotmarroy tannin. 
Script or ab him annos centum qui dcciditjnter 
ft I os, vetc repj, refer ri debet, an inter 



riles atq 



1 That is, 



If Poems wont .is wincrccciuc their praife 
From lenger day es .fame wuld I know what v, 

Our writings mote mdearcNfhe that wrate 
About the date of hundred yearn avone 
Be deemed one of writers ripe andfa Z e y ' 
~ " f the moderne a?e? 



4»/^„,whethe r bui ding «^S\£^^TFi^™**<* 
To which (omitting Poctsi nffi^^,^^^ d,nfc S«i'«ooi» 
at* perfect workmen, in ^T^t^t ^ W f " cI ' :! "l«<*e 



pcrfci 



Another 
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Another argument of our auncefters faithfull and plaine dealing, in doing the 
workes they tookc in hand more fubftantially then workmen are wont to do at 
this day,may be taken from the oldand ancient manner of bui!ding,whichfcems 
to be of iron or of fteele in refpect of ours. I meane fuch buildings as were wroght 
with cimcnt . It will here (I know) be anfwered, that cyment is not now in vfc. 
Andlanfweragainc,thatthcfmallcare which men haue had toworkc foundly 
and fubftantially , ncuer refpe&ing how Height and (lender their buildings be, 
hath marred all . Howbeit it any man (hall thinke this reafon weake or ineffici- 
ent, he may hold him to the former 5 which notwithstanding I durft not allcdgc 
of Poems, (ith it holds not true in gcncrall , but oncly in particular . For though 
it maybe truly faid , that Homers great fame made other auncient Greeke Poets 
generally better thought of, by reafon that this opinion pofleiTcd moft mens 
minds, that the nearer they were vnto him in time, the perfeder they were in Po- 
etry .Yet the fame cannot be (aid of the Latin Poets. For it cannot be denied but 

that Virgil excelled all the Epickes : that Tibu lias and Quid wonne the garland from 
all the Ele^iacksulm Horace was the chiefe of choife among the Lyricks. And (if I 
may be fo bold as to interpofe an example of the Poets of our time) would it not 
bc|iniurious(trow we)to our moderne French Poets dt la pleiadejf their anceftors 
fhould be preferred before them < Verily I am of opinio,that he that fliould prefer 
them before them, fliould do them as great wrong as they do fundry other Poets 
(their equals at leaft in time)in pearking before them,oncIy becaufe their Mufc is 
too maidenly, as being nothing fo wanton and lafciuious as theirs,but refembling 

rather that oUoachim dtt Bel/ay. Butbethis fpoken as it were vnder Benedicite^nd 
by way of parent hefts , and let this be the conclufion,that the reafon formerly al- 
ledged,why auncient workmanfliip was fo highly efteemcd.and in fuch requeft, 
is not generally true of Poems and Poetry : the reafons whereof I fliould here fee 
downc but that my occafions wil not permit me to trifle away the time with fuch 



then my fclfe 



therefore leaue it to thofe that haue more fpare time and idle houres 



No w as we begun to fpeake of the extollers of Antiquitic by the Latin phrafe, 
fo will we begin with the contemners of it by the Greeke : for as there arc certainc 

LatinephnCcs which giueteftimony of the rcucrcnt opinion menwerewont to 

haue of Antiquitic * fo are there Greeke words which fliew the contempt and dif- 
oracc wherein it was. For the profeflors of the Greeke tongue cannot,at leaftwifc 

ought n )ttobcignorant,tliatbydV^o f and*p X *iKc< (which in proper termes is 
as much as oldmd auncient ) is meant a fimple (oule,or a oouicc who is but newly 
crept (as it werc)out of the fliell.The reafon of this their opinion is very apparent 
and plaine: for they called thofe dfx*'** (that is ancients) which were very fimple, 
fottifh,grotfe and blockifli, as being perfwaded that men in old time (cfpecially 
in the golden Age) were but fimple fwaines in comparifon of thofe that came af- 
ter. Thus then we fee how Antiquitic hath bene admired by fome , and con- 
temned by others, for diucrs realons, as hereafter (hall be declared more at 

large. 

But here it (hall not be amilTe(for the winding vp of this Chapter) to examine 
a few ordinary French phrafes appertaining to this argument. Fit ft then when we 
fpeake of antique workes (that is,of works made after the old fafliion) we do it for 
the moft part in fcornc and contempt, contrary to the Latins, as if we fliould lay 
lour dement, rudely done • and (as our criticall coiners of new French words 



fpeake at this day) goffement ,grofly or abfurdly ; the common people 



fay 
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fay gnfi modo. Contrarily,we honor Antiquitie much,in calling it Le ban temps 
the good time.For when wc fay, thofc that were du bon temps faw not the vanities' 
which we fee* we meanc the men of old time . The like honour we giue to aged 
perfons,when we call an old man Bon hmmc#n& an old woman Bonne femmefot 

a man mall hcare them no w and then (when they arc called Bom hommes s bonnes 
femmes) reply and I fay (alluding to this fecond acception of the word) that thev 
go not yet with a ftaffe.I obferued bcfore,that that which the Latins call PriCca I 
des we French-men call La bonne foy. To which let me adde,that the Grecians he- 
nine the fame by ^<W,which properly fignifies a man ofgoodbchauiour and L 

^Mhat WMient. For by both thefe words they are won t to expre/Te and lien 
fie a fimplc foule And the Grccke word irffc, agrecth very fitly with our French 

ph rafe, & vaa la bonne foy or <M va trop k la bonne foy, that is'on e that is plainc 
Durable, who hath neither welt nor gard, but is as plainc as a Ipaclc-ftaffe with! 
out fraud couen or deceit. Whereof we haue examples in O Jons of the coun- 
trcy, in whom we may fee the fimplicitic of ancient times in fome fort flwdowed 
out vnto vs . Albeit a man might find (if need were) enow fuch fwain* cuen in 
your chicfeft cities Witneflc the Embafladour fen t to the Pope by a Germaine 

ng fellourbeloucdfenn^c.ws infuch a chafe,that he hadalmoftriXm 
the he, telling him that his Matter was no Pricfts fonne mcaninX£! 

a baftard He 

nis Lord told him in words of doubtful mnftmAmn r> . l • V AJtCd . UIC 

Highland before you P^e* hc^ 

courted it brauely) and l2^£S^ESS« 5*5 

complement.We fay alfo Alter iU horn fin when 1 mm fW„ ,„ ° • r • 

plicitie.which would be harfh or hardly 'taken bei.^L P I y '"" g fi,n - 

« gentle (Kb, told king £ 'fiffiwHfe 7 ""r ' ? 1 
thought (he faw one of the nine W ffi tt^f 3 rute ' n ' c 

whereas (he mould haue laid, OnZ^cX'^ * ^ 

I may adde the example of the filly ]2w >2n ; T °. thcfe 

demnation whieh paflcd vpon fiS'h! > 1 ft, ! rc " cc of con - 

rie vnkindly, faid.L, ^^^ZT^', 0 M ^) W - 

a fwainebe very neare of kin,eucncofin^.fn T , j' lut t,,00 8 h a fot 3 n<l 
guilhthe.n.efpLallyifvvewSo^ fe?^ a,d, f wmnftdiftin. 
theother V^S^^^^^^^J^^ 

deferues not the name of atot.For examnle Si • ' FT" y fim l ,lc fdI ° w 
ne(Te.exccpt it be accompanied ££^^1^^?"^ isnot fo,tif1 '- 
ftrre (hortof hers, who faS WttW^^ : 2 f 00 ^ » come 
affianced louer wl en hedranke o her • n,^ ' t <aufe " 1c <fid not th;! »l<e her 

faying, Canft thou ^ ^S^fc 5? 7 n «\° f b " fmk > ant ' 
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(I meanc the paper wherein it was written ) becaufc he had bidden him take it. 
And I doubt not but the Reader wil giue me good Ieauc to enrole a certaine Swit~ 
zar in this regifter (for I hope Ilhalldo his worlhip no wrong) who with great 
importunitie asked icquitalland (atisfaction for the French pockes which he had 
gotten in the Kings feruice . And if I durft be Co bold as to ipeake of the Scots 
(who are all cofins to their King, as they fay) I would here bring in a F.of this fra- 
ternitie, who hauing heard none in hisawnegudecuntrcy but gentlemen of the 
better fort fpeakc French s wondrcd not a Htlc to hcare the poore people in France 
beg their almes in French, and little children fpeake it fo readily. But left any man 
ihould lay that 1 fpare mine ownc countri-men,and fpend my fpii its vpon others, 
I wil here bring the lilly Ltmojin vpon the ftagc,who hauing leene a Spaniel gen tie 
fold at Lions for foure French crownes, highed him ftraight home againe, for cer- 
tain great maftiues which he had left behind him,cafting with himlclf what a dog 
of fuch a bignelTe would affoord,if fuch a little puppet were fold at fohigh a rate. 
But a man had need to put on hisconfideringcap, if he would findefit termes to 
exprclTc fuch fooleries. For we dayly hearcoFfundry accidents, which at thefirft a 
man wold think were ^////7;,vvhereas they arc rather to be counted foolifh^ being 
in a higher degree.For though euery foote be a fit, yet eucry/i/ is not a f dole: which 
I might excmplifie in the Bifhop ( who was not onely a fot but alfo a foolc ; ) who 
after he had trounced his Chanons in a tedious and troublefome fuite,and tolled 
them from port to pillar, tookc order by his will that his tombefliould not lie a- 
long,but ftand vpright in the Church, fearing left after his death they mould piftc 
on his head in way of reuenge. As fooltfti was he,who put out the candle that the 
fleas might not fee him,and fo might not bite him. He likevvifedefcrucd this name 
(what country-man foeuer he was) who burning his fhins before a great fire,had 
not the wit to go backe,but fent for malbns to remoue the chimney . Who alfo 
hauing leene fome fpit vpon iron to trie whether it were hot , fpic in his pottage 
to know whether they were hot or not.The lame lot being hit on the back with a 
ftone as he rode vpon his mule,blamed the poore beaft for kicking of him.lt were 
cafic to alledge fundry like examples of fuch filly fots (they being mo then a good 
many, and in fuch plentic that they arc notdaintie.) But thefe fhall fuffice to ex- 
cmplifie the former diftinc*Hon,which hath bene and ought to be made betwecne 
a fot and a fimple fwaine : which I was enforced , to make eafie paftagc for that 
which foloweth,thc better to profecute my intended difcourle.Howbeit there are 
certaine particulars which will puzzle a man flirewdly to tell to which of thefe 



three heads (or common places) they ought to be referred, thofe efpecially which 



fecme equally to participate of fbttininefle and fimplicitie (I alway es take fimpli- 
citie in the fence that we vfe it when we lay , He meaneth fimply.) Wherefore 

leauing it to the Readers iudgement,l will only adde this one thing, that it is held 
in France a greater indignitie to be called/^/ then foole ,* notwithstanding my for- 
mer difcourfe.Thc realbn is,becau(e that when we call a man a fet,vte do it for the 
moft part in earneft: whereas when we call him foole, wc doit ironically and in icft$ 
and therefore it is not taken in lb ill part. 

And now that I am [peaking of the French phralc , let me adde one thing fur- 
ther , which I (hall defirc the Reader to confider, viz. that ( if my memory 
faile me not) wc cannot callaman/M in French,butby the word fol\ whereas 
we haue fundry fynonimcs for a fot. Vox Niau(m old French Nice)that is a nouice* 
F^,that is,a foole^BaJaitt (called in fundry places Badlori)* cockneigh • Nigaud, 

a noddie; Badtn^ a boobie • and fuch like , are all fworne brethren (at leaft cofin. 

D germans) 



4 
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germans) to a fot . Wc alfo vfc proper names in the fame fence, as when we fay 
defivn Benefljdc is a fimple cockfcomb(fbr in this phrafc it is pronounced Benefl, 
and not as it is comonly Benoif.) loannes is vfed fom what otherwifc* for when we 
hy&ftyn loannes } it is as much as if we mould fay, He is a Pedant, or a quaint 
guanquafor Epiftlcs. And when we fay,r* bonJanni»(thc vulgar lort faith Gen/n) 
we vnderftand a wittald,who takes it patiently when his wife makes him a horned 
heart. We further vfc the word G>«f ,that i^Cranejto fignific a fit: for Ccfl vngrue, 
isasmuchas Cejl vnfot^Cefivnniau^He is a fimple for, or a noddie. True it is' 
that a merry companion being fued for an adion of trcfpas,and brought into the 
Court forcalling one 

was not fo mad as to expound his meaning, but left it to the dif action of the Iud- 
ges. For the plaintifc accufing him for calling him Bel oifeau, faid that he had cal- 
led him cuckold by cr aft,in calling himgofing. My Lords (q uoth the defendant) 
I confcfle indeed I calledhim Bel oifeaujlm h fire bird 3 bm J denie that I meant 
gojltng , neither is it probable I fhould fo meane , feeing there arc (as himfcife 
confeffeth) many birds fail ci then a Gofling, vvcreitbutaCiane. Whereupon 
the Iudges (hearing him fetch ouer his aducrfary fo finely, and nettle him worfe 
then before, the fimple noddie neucrpercciuingit) brake forth into fuch a fitof 
Iaughter,that they were glad to rife from the bench,not knowing whether of them 
had won the day. And thus much of a ^/.Ifany fhal here obiccl } thnt we cal a man 
mole in F rench,md yet neucr vfe the word,and therforc tlmfollmh his fcllow.as 

wel as fit his fynonimcjl anfwer that it followes rioter my meaning was not that 
it could not be cxpreflcd by a pcriphrafis or circulocution,b»t that g could not be 
exprefled I in i one word; for I grant indecd,that whe we wold delay the harfhncs of 
this phrafc,////^ dufilMc is but a foole, we fay,//* le ceruean gkard, He is light 
headed or lU le cerneau vnpeugaiUard, He is fomcwhat giddie headed : whereas 
others fiy Un a p as le c erueaub ten fait is fome what brainfick ; or // n\t pas la tefie 
te*fitte 9 Hc hath a crackt era n ny } ox y llya de la Lunelle is lunanW ihade lZ. 
meurfr is humorous.! he word Innocent, as when wefay,cV//.Uj, /W ^ 
He is a poore i«inocent 5 importeth not fo much : and TranfbortiincU hcftrauphJ 
of his wits,mad and fuch likc,imply more,as comming nicr o KS 
of fury.Now the rcafon hcrcof,viz. why we fhould haue fuch varietie of S! 

alfo another proucrb to the fame cfFeft the mr^nn Z, 7 ? ?\ He hath 

But to omit thephrafa formerly fool,™ of r\vh lh,t r rencc. 

'herswhenwecomctoVakcofZK 

to 
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to this Chapter, but that I pcrcciuc I haue already palTed my bounds . Howbeit 
I haue an excufe at hand, viz. that he which hath any dealing with fooles can nc- 

uer haue done. 




CHAP. IIII. 

How and wherefore cert aine Poets fo earnejlly defired 

* the golden Age^>. 

Hen Poets (whoft writings feme vs in ftcad of mirrours , wherein 
wc may behold mens turbulent paffions) compared the fafhions 
and cuftoms of their owneagc with thofe of the golden Age;they 
could not but wifli that it had bin their hap they had bin borne and 
_ liued in thofe dayes. We haue an example hereof in Tibullus^ who 
g recounted the happinelte of thofe times ( which,to omit other particulars, 
not harried nor rent in fundcr with vvarres and garboiles ; breakes out into 




this patheticall wifli 



mihi vita foretjvulgi nec triftia noffem 

differ^ corde mt c ante, tub am 



That 



Liu'd I againe, 1 neucr more would mare 
■ No deadly armes^nor neuermore would heart 
The trumpets warlike found. 

Neither arc wc to wonder at this his wifh, feeing that Htftod (who liued many 
hundred yeares before) figheth and faith: 

That is, 

Would I mought Hue inthu leud Age no more. 

But or had ftnee bene borne, or dide before. 

But he greatly deceiued himfelfc (good man) in thinking he fhould not haue bin 



fortunate if he had liued in the Age following . For this is no new faying. 



which is commonly fpoken byway ot yquiuocation , Le monde va toufi 
I 'empire: The world growes dayly worfe and worfe : witnefie K^iratm another 

Greekc Poet, who in the Poeme out of which Saint PaultooVc an bemefikhiin^ 

hath thefc words: ■ 

oh' Xl v f Ml tdituymfo ihimn 



That is, 



Our golden Sires left as their lajl bequejl, 
An age fome deale impaired from the beft: 
And you jlmllframen for your future heires 
A worfe then theirs. 



1 n imitation whereof Horace faith, 

At as parentum peior auisjulit 
Nos neqaiores^ mox dattipos 

Progeniem vitiofiorem* 
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That is, 

Ourtments *ge,worfe then out mmefion ; 

H*thbotnevsmrfethe»tbej } mdwefi>aUbrced 
A fine more victoiu feed. 

But how commeth i t to pa(Tc(m.iy fome fay ) that our parents fliould be more 

c.ous then their fate and grandfathc. V nd they likewife then their forefath, 

and that we(m hke(ort;fl,ould exceed not onely them.but all our ancertors, a 

our chddrcn vs? The reafon hereof ( me thinkesj is euident.For as he which is 1 
he<re to many nch men , hauing befides the inheritance^ him by his f a ,h 

T^Tru - alt K aCC T e T 8 Vnt0 him oth ^vayes, muft needes be richer h 
and dady purchafc new.fhou d m the end be more vicious then they whofc hrii 

i„J I r hw,1 ! aue bcne fo rifc in *e world (incc the golden Ac 



then others; as Iuucnalby 



^fnttquum & vttus eft alienum Pofthumc ledum 
tmcmcytqnt {acrigenium contemner e fulcri. 
Omnealmd crimen ^oxferrea Protu/it J af 
Vtdmtntpimosargcntca fuuk mevchos. 

I hat is, 

ofwcientfandwgts thatplcafin Z time 
By wanton jkattb ofwarmh^ others bed- 
Each other crime the tron Age dtd Z in 

filuer A g e,and other ^Sr^Sfe^ * «™ in th, 
hough theScripturcwcrcfilcntin this mrrir, VhM? i i !ltl * m ' n Agc^Vcrilj 

in the ftory of c*„, ml , rthcr ^^^^^^"S'^i^cft.iiaJ 

mem jM this conccit.His meaning XZ?^ "^"^ emcnai » 
andadultery weretheviccs whereuntomcn " asrofl,t "'.'hatwhorcdoni 
howmould the heathen and propbS , S " ™o (bddiftcd. And 
as Chri(tians(euc thofe ri lat , c fi«s,whcn 

but worl<esofnature,and, rides ofyo^lh^ P ° tlcd of *»M 1 nt«|«.in 



upnonofthcfe 



ro didour.iunccOorsiud"rnf»„. . ; c- "'"'"'yhclecuc itfl 

ofthego de„ Agc.that itdclcmed MfeEffi^' n*^^*™™ 
taljthetcby fignifyin- that |, c fl J,M ' g ° , wl,td h Y thc "» 

) o nat ^lhould g raceitmuchthatfl,ouldca!l 



fany 



purity 



/A? fc 

confiderins 




t iff 
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confidcring it did fo farre outftrip it in all excclTe of riot. And Omd fpcaking of the 
vnconfcionable couctoufnefleof the men of his time, faith, he could not imagine 
how it fliould be greater. But it Ouidv/eve deceiued,in thinking that the wicked- 
neflfe of his time was then in the rurTe,much more w.is Hcfiod^ho liucd fo many 
Ages before . But finnc and impietie did then fo abounded like a great deluge 
did fo maftcr the banks and oucrflowall,that he thought it a thoufand times better 
to haue liued either before or after the firft Age,perfwading himfelfe that it was fo 
vnlikely there fhouW^omc a worfe,that he thought it not poflible that any fliould 
match it. And therefore as we may not thinkc that the golden Age was without 

all corruption (albeit Poets cxtoll it to the skies, and fing forth a thoufand praifes 
in commendation thereof:) fo neither arc we to doubt but that the Ages enfuing 
retained fome feeds and fparkes (as it wcrc)of the firft , notwithstanding the cla- 
morous complaints they make again ft it . For that which Imtenal faith in com- 
mendation of the golden Age,viz.that they accounted it a capitall crime if a yong 
man (were he neuer fo rich) had not rifen from his featc,and done rcucrence to an 
old man ,thouqh ncucr fb poorc, was pradifed long after by the Lacedemonians, 
who puniflied fuch an offence , either with death, or with fome grieuous punifh- 
ment. And what great reuerence the auncicnt Romaims bare to old age, we may 

1 cade in Valerius Maximum. 
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CHAP. V, 

that wbatfieuer Poets haue written of the wickednejfe of their times, 

might haue bene affirmed of the Age lafi pa(l. 

Lbeit it be a vfuall thing with Poets, fo to amplifie the matter they 
intrcate of,as that they make mountaines of mole-hils, and there- 
fore their teftimony may well be fufpedtcd,notwithftanding I dare 
be bold to lay,that they haue written nothing ol the leudneiTe of 
their times which can iuftly be challenged, cfpccially if we com- 
pare it with the pra&ife at this day .And furely if Poets ought not to be fufpc&cd, 
much lelTe Hiftoriographers, who take not fo great libertie to themfelucs , not- 
withftanding they make relation of fuch deteftable f ids as feeme paft all belicfe: 
Thttcydides by name,who difcout fed at large of the plague which fwept away an 
infinite number of people at Athens-jx\ whom we find the raging and furious lufts 
of fome (mill reams rather then men) to haue bene fuch and fo great , that they 
tooke occafion by that fo terrible a fcourgcto pradifc their villanies. If there be 
any that cannot fubferibe to this his report, let him but inquire what was done in 
the yeate 1564.^ plague being ax Lions (a Chriftian citie,not heathenifh as ci- 
thern was) cfpccially by the fouldiers of the citadcll , and he will no doubt, not 
onely beleeue them to be moft true,but will further iudgc them cxcufable and tol- 



conipariio 



fo be fliort , to what outrape(may we thinke) would 



they let loofe the reines of th«r head-ftrong afFedions,who made it an ordinary 
thiiigtodefloure maids,and to force marrons cuen then when they were infeded 
with the noyfome and contagious difcafe of the plague and pcftilencc, and now 
ready to giue vp the ghoft < What language is there vnder the cope of hcaucn (I 
except not the Greeke it felfe,the moft flowing and copious of all that are or haue 

bene) that can affoord vs a word fufficiently cmphaticall to exprefle fo bru tifli, fo 
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defperate and furious a fatf.Queftionlcfle if the Turks had heard offuch villanxc 
they would haucabhorrcd it as hell it felfc : and not fo oncly , but would haue 
doubled and trebled the hatred they beare vs for our religion. 



But it mall not be impertinent before we proceed to a further andmoreamplc 

difcouife of the guife and Muon of this Age , to enquire how euenly our aunce- 
ftors (which hued feme three or fourefcore yearcs ago) caricd thcmfclucs (where 
I confine this word Age within fomewhat ftraighter bounds then others com 
monly do)coniidenng the world waxeth daily worfc and wfirfr.Tho whom then 
may we haue recourfe to make inquiry hereof Verily to the Preachers which li 
ued in thofe da ves , and amongft others,for France^ Frier o liner UMaillard and 

Frier MchaelCTlieM : for Italy, to Frier CMtchael Barelcte {aliks de Bare let) 
who though they haue infinitely corrupted Chriflian Religion with their doting 

&^ hfll fanC1CS > a " d ; Vith k ^ wicW /peeches, procec dm, Z2 
fiom blockifh ignorance, partly from meet e malice . not with / Lding iky qufc 
hcmfelucs like valiant champions , in encountring the vices winch signed in 

A ll be offered) begin each feuerall argu ment with ot uer Madlard (a bcine Z 
nets auncient) and after wil come to W^onc of another country. Zl ftft 
(becaufcit futeth fo well with tint which hath bene /aid) I will fin vv how ■ .53 
hem in general! and etiery of them in particular, find the wick dn Sfc of thefc 
times ^intolerable and fupcrlatiue, that they iudgc it infinitely to ZmfcZ 
IeudncfTc of all former A ges. Markc then the word?of oliuer ^laiZdfnl \ 

cols yfi*. tame* affenre quod mtdtt fun tpeiores 

^JtZ^r And afcteb dZ W 

J^SixoUMqatminunquamfuerintniaioresluxuri* i*;..a„; > """'J^viz. 

(who hucd cMujeyeans after) faith as much in tl,c(c V f Z 

the former fenrences already allcdaed our of, a/ ,11 1 ■ ( . des 

fence and meaning) hee harh one wil ffl \'T^ * j" 

n another place iTe twits his auditors ,o fomuch fi rr i, n . f fi—' 
in that they did not amend asforrlu-ir.l.fi..- T tn , r , 11 non-pi oficiencie 
and worfc ^Let vs now con! £ r f if ^ ^ ^ W °' fe 

Thus we fee how a!! rhrce (thouelS , n ' er w 

in on C) in taking vp the f amc 3 Z ! ^'Tr^^wJ 

place confider how they vptakcC S? 0 '"'c^ • Lct vs in rl * "«t 
^andotlKrlnfidekSent^ 

uing reported howatr,,,,, i„ C™ J "«nydcgre (s . ,^,„//w ha . 
proned Chriftians for faying that Chr ft ^ < T "', eC, " ht > "* Ic «'es re- 
curled him, hath thefe worl Sit 1^ i?T ' ^ b !? f ' ,h ™ cd 

the Wwr« and found rl,,„, P,„„ S' 47 * ic " ,h had conun fed rvil, 



France . 



niicrcredMuMf^ 



wfatmfu* : fed firmer credo, q^fiMU^^Tf fm ^ 

ejuam bod.cplures chrmUni, nl JuJ^Z^^^ • ^€ 

J > ujides Lbrtsh, quam recepifa in B ' ir 



Let 



CHAPTER. VI. 31 

Let vs now heare what Barelete tellcth his ItalUmfil.i^col.u Won eft flm erttbef 

centia tenere public e concubine jeeipcre fact amenta falfa^dr omnia illicitaperpetrarc: 
A Saracenis^ab Agarenisjb Arabis^ab idumtuji UahometanU^k B*rb4ris 9 alud*ii 9 
ab infidel/bus, o falfe Chrifiane bde acccp/ft/. 



CHAP. VI. 

Mow tbe former Age batb bene reproued by i be of or ef aid preachers 

for all forts of vices* 

Et vs now confider how the afbrefaid Preachers declaiming thus in 

gencrall againft the wickedncfle of their times , do in particular alio 
rcproue and cenfurc men for all forts of vices . And that I may pro- 
ceed in ordcr,I will begin with that which (as Jauenal would make vs 
bdeeuc) is of all other vices the mod ancient, and fo much the more 
ancicnt,by how much the filuer Age is more ancient then the iron Age. What is 
this vicc,may fome fay^Surely whoredome,othetwife called carnalitie,fenfuality 

or lechery. ( For that which luuenal faith of adultery s ought rather to be vnder- 
ftood of fimplc fornication.) But for breuitie fake I will alledge their owne words 
(where they rcproue whoredomc in gencralljcalling it Lnxuriam^) yet fb,as I wil 
not make a medley or mixture of Church-mens lubricitie with lay-mens lechery, 

which method I wil alfo obferue in difcourfing of their other vertues,lcft it (hould 
be laid that I did confound the fpiritualtie with the temporaltie , or that I did 

mtfeere facra profanis 5 ntixe facred things with prophane it is in the Latine pro- 

uerbc.)I am thcrfore to intreate our holy mother the Church to haue patience a 
while,till I haue got our three good Latinifts difpatch the temporaltitie: and then 

I will do her this honour,to place her apart by her ielfe. 

Lct vs then heare ohuer Mat liar ^who(to omit other particulars concerning this 
fwcetc finnc) is much offended with gentle-women for making their husbands 
weai e the hornes./9/.8 1 .coLi.Et vos dom'tcelU qtt<t habetU tunica apertas^ntimquid 
mmti veflri funt cormtti^fr ducunt vos ad banqueta? And thereupon faith, that the 

King of £jrg/Wconfulting on a time with his Counccl,whether he fhould wage 
wan e againft&he French or not, it was concluded he fhould, becaufe the Engltjh 
were appointed by God,tobe as it were his fcourge,whercwith he would punifh 
thefinncs of the French . Whereupon headdeth 5 Ft cum nunqtiam fuerint ma- 
tor cs luxuru, iniuftitti, & raping quam nunc: ideo deer et urn fuit vt venirent . We 

haue alrcadic heard how he faith in his braue Latine: O good God, I am fully per- 
fwaded that there was neuer fuch riot in the world fince the incarnation of Chrift, 

as there is now at Paris. Further,he complaineth (fol.itf.coLq..) of the Parifians, 
which let their houfes to panders,whores,and bawds . And that whereas good 
King S. Lewis caufed a brothel-honfe to be built without the citie, there were then 
ftcwes in eucry corner . And in the page following directing his fpeech to Law- 
yers, Ego non habeo nifi tinguaw: egt ) facto appellat ionem , niftdepofueritisribaldas 
meretrices a locis fecret/s-.babetis lupanarfere in omnibtt* locis ciuitatts . Likewife/tf/. 

84.^.4. where are the ftatutes of holy King Lewis? Hecommaunded that 
ftewes fhould be remoued fiirrefrom Colledgesrbutnow the fir ft place thatftho- 
lersrunne vnto when they ftep out of a Collcdge.isa bawdy houfe . Againc,thc 

forefaid King Lewis would haue (wept all whores cleane out of this Realme, 

D 4 but 




3 



THE FIRST BOOKE 



but(to auoid a greater inconuenience)he was countellcd to let them make their a- 
bodc in the fuburbes,or in (bme remote place without the citie. And he (heweth 
elfe where,that himfclfe was iumpe of the fame opinion .So that hc,who as a prea- 
cher of the word ought to haue reformed others , had need himfclfe to be refor- 
med^ hereafter (hall be declared more at large . But to proceed on in my dif- 
courfe , this iolly preacher complaineth, that bawdes made their bargaincs with 
(trumpets in the very Church ,and therupon he calleth them facrilegious perfons 
Moreoucr, he marucllcth (which is a ridiculous conceit, albeit he (pake it in great 
fimplicitie) that the Saints there interred did not rife againe andplucke outthcir 
eyes. Neither doth hefparcthofc mothers that are bawds to their owne daugh- 
ters : as fol.24.SmtM hie mat res ilia maquerelU fit arum fa aril, qua dedertmt e.ts homi- 
nibus de curia>ad lucrandum matrimomufimm ? And fol. ? ucoi.^.after he hath (aid 

Where arc you my maftcrs,yc Iurtices of Peace and Quorums Why do you not 
puntfh the whore-mongers, bawds, and ruffians of this cities and (hewed how 
they let fuch thecucs as thefc go Scot-free , whereas the y (cuercly puniflicd com- 
mon felons : he commcth to fpeakc of bawdie bargaining (a fadt farrc more dc- 
teftablc then the former) viz. how they made their daughters get their dowries 

with thefweate of their bodies: & factum eis (faith he) lucrarimatrimonium fuum 
adpamam &fudorem corporis fui. And fol. r 2 s .col.2. Were it i'o hard a matter (think 

eir yonger ycares were arrant whores 

and now being old crones are become common bawds < I charge you with it 
you Magnates for leau.ng fuch perfons vnpunifl,cd . If a man fteale bu 

tweluepence he fhal fure y be punifhed for the firft offence: and if he fteale the 

M?3 V 1 f"r -1 ™? ° n th , e py^^O'herwifebepunimedwhh 
the toffc of I imbe (hthcfmh^etmmiUtmmcorporr.) if the third time heihaU 

repine the lofle of h,s cares by ftretchin g of his n^cke . Nowtellme yelufl ces 
of oyer & Termntr, whether « be worfe to fteale a hundred crownes ,or S 
maides virginities y» w ich a 

T tSE hCare WlUt xMa * f ait ''C>/.iS.^.3.ofthe fecond imprcfilon which 

I foHow) nunc „„, tummrn it a deditm e/l luxury W„„„ tUmt L*SS? 

rU,„»fi, P er tnona/ter/a, & h aU,U fa ad ^SfiS^ 
fubmb^r mam villam «c» vidtL alia merLraMm ware llclf^li" 
cemj l»x«r,*JnfiM M , i m <„ib«,,* Ms , VXMilt tfSX?* 

amfimenurmommftat,,. True it is indced.he is fomcwb mJuCV. a ^ 
a qucftion which he propounded, in the lXfcTZ„™ ■ a ,edma % 1 «ng 
reafon of their affaires and bnfi effc al road te SSST" T ' T h ° hy 

haue our wiucsticdat our qirdlcs Lta^LnZ ■ CM . not aKva y cs 

•imeouryonggallantsca^notHuew^oS^ ™i ZC^^T 
a man come nto Tauernes Inncs Imr h™.fe ™ j P ?V, . nc 'S hbollre - Let 

find wenches for the pS«Ki t A ^ pbces ' and Ilc " ,a " 
for a final! price. I deSd Xh 11 hli . t n7' ' llat vvi " CmK '* tu ™ 

wife t Loire a qSjK±EM f 3 T t0 f » hi, 
Fellowes: whence we mav <X «Z ? l r • " ,hc ,P erfon °f ccrtaine good 

without 
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without difparaging his reputation. Moreouer he crieth out(as well as Frier Mail* 
Urd) againlt bawdie bargaining^vicked wenching, and villanous plotting vied in 

Churches. F9I.94. coi.2. Sifitquaftiofacere&tractare mercatum.de alt qua filU ira- 
ftenda^aut alio malo faciendofportct qttarere magna* Ecckfavjfrc* And he flieweth 

clfc whcre,how the Church was made the rende-vons for all their merry-mad-mee- 
tings . Yet one thing there is which maketh him (bed teares,viz.that mothers (ell 

their daughters to b&wdS,Fol.p/.col,^. Et quod plus eft {quod tjr fleas dico )»umquid 
nonftmtqHapropriasfiliasnJtnundantlenonwmf 

tfWtfflikewife complaineth hereof: fol.2S.coL1* Tfyn eft amplm verttundU 

public* tenere concubma^ifinHurvxor^nutriturpatana cum manias xubeit. And in 

fundry other places he takes vp the lame complaint,cfpecially againil whoredomc 

committed by Nunnes (whereof I find nothing in LMaillardox Memt)z&fol.^i % 

coLi.Admontales conueMualc$ t qu*habentfliosfpurios. 

But to proceed to other villanies,as inccfts, fbdomies, and the like fins againft 
nature : 1 do not remember that I haue read much of them in Usenet 1 howbeit 
CWaillard faith in QctKvaWfbLi-jS.coL^.Taceode adnlt&ijsflupris,&ittccBibm,(}r 
peccatu contra na Utram. And fol. 3 00.c0L1.Si credantfuresjalfarij, fattates, adulter*, 
& incettuoftjfrc. And he inueighcth in particular againft Sodomic^/.-a^. coL 
Howbeit he fpeaketh not of it as of a thing whereof men made a trade and occu- 
pation ,but onely (hauing (hewed what the Scripture faith of fuch villanie)addeth 
that many Chriftians arc (b blinded and befbtted therewith, that they are not 
afhamed to defend it. But Barclete (hauing to dealcwith #4/M»j)crieth,out often 

againft \x y z%fol.s8.col.2.0.quot fodomiu>bquot ribaMi>lkndfoLji.coLi.hcdddsth 

another mifchiefc which f olloweth in the nccke of the former : Hoc impedimenta 

imped/t Diabolus linguam fodomit^qui cumpuerisxem turpem agiu 1 b natura deftrti* 
Bor Impeditur ille qui cum vxore non agit per reclam lineamJmpedittitfqHicum fajliji 
remtnrpemo.git.0 beflia deterior. Likewifc fol.i^.col.i, he ioyncth^^ww/ with 
Cardinalitatesywdcx which word lyeth hid (no doubt) fomc great my fterie: but 
1 leauc it to (bme Delimhx Oedipus: his words are thefe:^^/* conducit ad inhone* 
ftates^ ad libidtnes^ cardinalitates i & adfodomias ? Howfbeuer it be taken, cer- 
tain e it is,his meaning was to exprefle fomc great cardiriall vcrtuc bycardinalitates, 
in placing it betwixt whoredome and fodomie. 

Thefts alio are (liarply cenfiired by thefe three preachers 5 as alio » rapine and ex- 
torfion. Howbeit they infift longer (and not without caufc) vpon fuch thefe as 
arc not accounted thefts,but go (cotfree and vnpuniHicdjthen vptfn others j and 
chiefly vpon vfury .Firft then Maillard hauing allcdgcd this diftinclio out otTho* 

mas of Aqmn betwecne theft and rapine ; that rapine is when he that is fpoyled of 
hisgoods doth not know itj yet afterwards he flieweth another reception of the 
word, faying that rapine is committed openly, aridtheft (which he calletb/«r- 
tum) fecretly . He accounteth then that to be rapine ! dr robl^ery, "When a man hafr- 
uing power and authoriticin his hands ^doth dcpriiieanothcr (who is not abler© 
with (land him)of his goods, as when a Prince or a-gentlemari talceth his fubieds 
or tenants goods by force and violence. Further he(aith,that the maner of ftealitig 
vfed by (t>uldicrs,is robbery .That is alfo called robbery ((aith ho) which oughtra- 
ther to be called concuften, as when die mafter wfthholdeth his mans wages , the 
miftris her maids, &c. Of all which thefts he 1 fpeaketh as -one that wahted not ftnrc 
of examples'. But let vs proceed to greater polling,ftealth and rapitoe^ ahd firdbtfeat 
which is pradfifed by vfurers. Be(ides:git>flre and palpablc-vfury (Mth hc;)rhe>e is 
cloaked vfury y whereof he brings theftexamples. Th is cloaked vftiiiy is When one 

ftanding 
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ftanding in need of mony,commeth to a trcafurcr (to whom he is dire&ed)to re- 
cciuc a thoufand crownes$thc Trcafurcr tcls him,he cannot hauc it till after a fort- 
night, at which time heis to receiue a certainc fumme of mony. The poore man 
anfwcrs,that he ftands in great need of it , and cannot ftay . Well then (faith the 
Trcafurcr) £ith it muft needs be fb,you fliall haue the one halfe of it in mony,and 
the other halfe in wares : and fo deliucreth him wares for two hundred crownes 
which arc fcarce worth an hundred. He further allcdgcth this example. An vfurer 
lendeth a merchant-ven turcr an hundred pounds, vpon condition that if the mer- 
chandize profoer and come to good, befides the principall he (hall giue him halfe 
of his gainc* it not, he mail reftore the principall againe. Whereupon he addeth, 

Ft fic quotient fonitur capital* in lucro^ lucrum fub dubiojbi eH plura paffiat*. 

further alledgcth another example which I here omit 5 and come to trcafurcrs 
whom he girdcth in fundry placcs,as fol.fycol.q. As for you Clarkes of the Ex 



He 



chequer, and you Treafurers , do not Cap 




you ten crownes to haftcn 



their pay This I tell you is vfury. You fay,your office is little woi th of it fel fe but 

that your vailes,pra6tife,and dealing is good.The diuell take fuch dealing: Ad om* 
nes d/abolos tales praclic^You fay morcouer your offices coftyou much,andther- 
fore you muft helpcyour feiues one way or another, and fill your bagges againe. 
All th is is not worth a bIcwbutton 5 nay all fuch dealing (I can tell you) is very 
dangerous. Andye gentle-women,doye not weare rich f urrcs and girdles of gold 
by thismcancs < You muft either make reftitution for this geare,or be damned to 
the diuell, chufe you whether. Againe,>/.8 7r .«/. 5 . fpcaking of filthy lucre, This 
(faith he) concerneth receiuersand treafurers wiues,& c. For when a man is to re- 

fummcof mony , before he can get a farthing from them,he muft prefent 



their wiues with fomcfaircring, girdle, org 



And fiUj. coU. he 



Church-men for giuing their ty the come vpon vfury : and he vpbraideth 



bankers with thcirTending of ten crownes vpon a pecce of land that 
meane time they may haue the pofTeiTion of it : and merchants alio, who'lcru 
ding their merchandize in (lead of mony, value them at twice fo much as they be 
worthjwhich he formerly layd in the Treafurers difli, as we haue heard 

iMwofm like fort cricth out as well againft clofc and cloaked vlurv (to vfc his 
owne words) as open and manifeft: when he faith, ndkfim public! Ur*, non 
teoperu vthallmtjid mmu mmiftft^u vt viieam„r th dfot And in mo 

Poore men are pilled and polled with ntwffljiA? ihen 

eucr were praflifed by the Umbari W, filwhich^StadiJ ney 

were banned Fr.nct. Fol. IO o.«/.j. tmnmOt, lovgobJi^U^p^* 

DMvfinn, famvnq^frcrimUngM, jL W(Su tabic wI~o 

we may obferue how « Wtt , m dicUU^dm JuZTbZaZZZ 
fuumfm JcLmbarJu.) He addeth,£, Mm Ldfmh&ZZZtZ, 
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can be got for mony 5 and hauing hoorded it vp, will not part with hyio not for 
the relicfe of the poore people,except they pay double theprice. By which cruell 
and tyrannicalldcaling^they being fo pinched with pouerty,cuen yell for hunger 4 
and die without mcrcic. And>/. 110.^.4. Thcfe grofte diuellilh vfurers hauefo 
gnawed the poore people during the dcai th,that they haue nothing left whereon 

to liuc,cxcept they (hould flea themfelues and fell their skinnes . Where note the 
phrafe'which he vfeth, alluding to the place which he had before allcdged 
mesconfumptiscarmbiuadlhtfitosmcum. Thereby (hewing that the poorer fort 
haue iuft caufe to take vp this complaint. Likewife fiU \c0L2 3 ^O.vos mifr 1 - 



Pelli 



(Iras v fur as dejiruitis pauperes, & ponitis eos nudos in magna mifc 



JIFF It' ^ v^jr- — j j £ — 4 ' \ J 

homines fine mifericordia & rations Vos babcti* hoc anno vettrumParadiJum, quad 
videtis hoc anno effi magnam indigent/am bladi • ideo vejlrum pauperibus vendttism 
dttploplufquamemijiisyeflrahorreapUnafunt^ 

col.i • Sic facttmt Hit qrofsi vfurarij.qaivo/unt dectpere pauperemjando ci bladumjvt 
tandem pofint habere jitam haredttatew.Mt he diieourfcth of this more largely elfe- 

wherc mewing how in a chcape ycare they would fay to the poore farmers that 
brouoh t them their rent cornc,Sdl it,fdl it,and keepe the mony to your felues 5 for 
we need it not yct.-and fo would watch thefe poore foules(as it wcrc)by the way, 
and in the end would call for all the arrerages when it was deare 5 (o that they be- 
ina not able to pay their rent^vereconftraincdtoleaue them theirlands , and to 
ciuc them for full paiment in fteadof corne. For thefe gallants(as we may gather 
" ,V the writings of this Preacher) put their confidence in that which many now a 



dayes rely vpon 



founding of fome Church, Chappell, or fom 



houfe , or otherwifc vpon the vertue of their almes, in being beneficiall to the 

Church at their deah.Fel.$.col.i .Vos vfurarij putatis euadere \diccntcs, Ego commit- 
tatn vfitrasfed hoc eH cum intentione fundandi vnam capellam.Bare/ete likewife doth 

now and then lay bade vpon thcfe vfurcrs, especially in the former particular 
mentioned by M«M/,viz,that letves were baniflicd out of France by rcaion of their 
vfuricsrand yet more villanous vfurccs were to be found among Chnftians then 
cucrwere anions them. Men now adayes (faith he) are nothing afliamed to put 
out their mony to vfury,no not to haue dealing and traffick with the lews. ,More- 
ouer hemaketha fcrmon of purpofe De vfurii &remtutione reialiena, alledging 
fundry reafons why vfury fliould not be tolerated .-where (to omit other particu- 
lars) he cries out in this fort : O what a number are thcre,who in few yearcs of very 
poore, are £?rowne exceeding rich per fin & ne fa*? Such a poore man hath bought 
achcefe,wiiich he ncuertaftedof ; another hath bought cloth, wherewith he was 
nctier clothed. O ye vfurers wiues, if your gowncs were put m a prelTe,thebIoud 
of the poore would drop from them . And fol.6$ .col.+.hc telleth vs of cer tame v- 
furcrs,who for ten meafures which they lend , caufe fix tecne or a greater number 
to be fet downe in the bill. And herupon he thews what punifhment was mflidted 
vpon an vfurer at Creme in his time , who lending ten bufhels of cornc,caufed ht- 
tecne to be fet downe in his book,viz.that the notary was pun ifhcd with the loflc 
of his hand , and the vfurer with the lofTe of all his goods . And they could not 
chufe (I fuppofe) but be cucn hoarfe againe with exclaiming againft the thefts 
and polling praaifes of our lawlclTc Lawyers, as Pro fto rs , Ad uocates ,1 uclges^ind 
fuch likc.Of Aduocates CMaillardfolth, that they take a dextri* & a fin tfimx and 
he rclatcth a very pleafant ftory of a fuite canuafted betweene two Lawyers in a 
certain citie of France^ the raigne of king Lewis the twelfth. A rich husband man 
(faith he) intreated one of thefe good fello wes to be of his coUnfell, and to follow 
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FIRST BOOKE 
a fate which he had in the court, which thing he vndcrtook. About 2 .houres after 
came the adueife pame(who wasa very rich man)and intreatcd him in like mm 

ner to pleade his caufe againft a certainc husbandman : which he alfb took in hand" 
The day being come wfiercin the caufe mould be heard , the husbandman came 
to put his Proflor m mind of his fute 5 who anfwered him , My friend when vou 

came to me the other day, I gaue you no anfwer, becaiife I was other wife em- 
ployed : and now I giue you to vndcrftand that I cannot deale for you hauina 
vndertakeri 1 your aduerfarics caufe; notwithftanding I will direct yoti by my 1 8 
toflnhoneftman.Wheruponhe ■ ? - - < y 1 




awyer as f ollowcrh : Two fat 



icamttbttunonperdestotum. tudicu n^Ai7i L , t0 troub,c thcc much. 
* <ru *mmJtfplu«.T£j^^'^ Uhi ""tumfenu ; habebu del 
Nefeirem : quia egojldam rm ~ ™£ * quomodopoff cmfacere iJlud? 

cet dk) my friend mtim eft auodtu XSSlt^ 1 * T f °^ acere ' 0 
fmmmtonm* a man bath loft Y^V^t^ m ™ V* <* 



(di- 

citur 



' 7 mmm \ W !* n a man «»«h 'oft his cow ZyZT^ : 1* 



but 




hmm 



capons are fallen into mv hands 5 hauing chofoi the fatter, I fend you the other I 
wdl plucke the one plucke you ihe other . And/,/. 75. YeCounM 
lets, doye not aHedge the lawes to ouetthrow right judgement < Do ye not 
corrupt andfalfifiedepofitions asmuchas lieth inlon? Do ve not frame ™ 
peate agatnft God and your confeience to ouetthrow the adKa^ Do t 
notrequitetheludge togiuefenteneeagainft equitie^Do ye not take monev £ 
both hands? And j >l«te«fien^lbr^,GJd fr woiiJ(^Kffi 
dove not wearegtrdlesof gold and filicr , chains and ribband" wih ££ta S * 

betterforyoutobehanemenswiue^ ,5/ rc ^ Uefts > iuvcrc 

^atufLm^ D ^ ***** 

My ftiend you haue SClS thc '?* f ' ,Ccchre: 

a Iudge, you fliall befetfree t^Zll ? j? ! £ y ?" Wlll g' uct hcn. tofuch 
rich the poore mans Afa Zlne whS V "'°le efpccially dm fell to the 

*eycan,andinthema n ^ 

arich man (who hath a pooit mSl Attumc y wil coln e to 

and will fay vnto him sfr vou Zft 1, ^ hath the bcttcr cnd <* 'he ftaHc) 

wiM be caft. After tha'Sill fivfo tino y ° Ur ad , l "' rfar y> tOT in (l '«nd you 

your felfe,it is no, for you ,o !oZ Kffi IT * % fr, ' Cn<,>y ° U ° UC nhm » 
to agree with him.anigiuc him ,he L d for " y our bcft co «'^ 

begger y 0U , a nd ftripyf u of^lhWhcreuoon Ct) ~ s ' 0,herwife ^ 

glad togiue the lan£r a hundred 3 ! ^ ^ fearin 8 ,hc w <"ft.-s 
ao4.«/.«.heare wha, eounftl UAS^tfimnT h a thou,an d - And 

& /« m W« « J ™ 5 'J Wd head '? nd 'S Hfec to rroublc thee 
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but fincc that time it hath bene died in the bloud of the poore,who run weeping 
and wailing after them. And left any fhould thinke that I addc any one tillable of 

mineowne, thefc arc his words:/o/.ib4.f<;/.i. Dice quod eftptibhrior rvfa qvafit m 
Frattcia quamParlame»tum : id eft l , quod habet vidm & fitfer EccUftam, & jitpcr 
brachium ftcuUrc*Std tfta tofg verfa eii in fmgttmem :Jic quod eft ornmno tintta fan- 
guine pauperum clammtium & plorantium hodie poft eos. 'lion meniior. Afterwards 
he faith , A poore man may be in Paris ten yeares following his fiiite, and yet ftili 
hang in the briers, and get nothing but his labour for his paincs : whereas they 
might haue difpatched him in a weeke. And a little before he inueyeth againft all 
Lawyers in generall, for that they make a number of poore people to trot after 
their mules tailes, not once vouchlafing them audience, though it concerne their 
vttervndoing : whereby itcoinmeth to parte, that thele filly foules dying in the 
mcanc while in following their fuites, leaue their children beggers , and their 
daughters in ftead of being well marricjd are conftraincd to become Catholickes. 
Likcwife fol.i7.col.i.wcfcc rich men who hauing (pent fixe or feuen yeares in 
following their fuites,and their goods alio, yet could not wind themfclucs out of 
thisendlciTe and inextricable labyrinth, but haue bene conftraincd in the end to 
go naked with a white fticke in their hand (for thole are his words, Et exierunt 
omnino nudi cum baculo albo in mam.) Or hauing loft their caufe, haue bene fen- 
tenced by the Court to pay the whole charges of thc fuite, and Co in a manner foi* 
ced to fl ie the countrey . And fol.go.coL i.Sic hodie vos PmuratoresJudices i & Ad~ 

ttocAti ,f acitU currere pauperes cum procefttbm veftru poftcaudas muUmm vcttrar.um> 
manutenetif eos in his diabolic is procefiibus, vt ftmper pofsitis ampere pecun'm^ fi nger 

fome money. And ftraight atter,he mentioneth certaine fuites that had hung fall 
twentic or thirtie yeares ; fo that two or three wranglers hauing fpent both their 
liues and Iiuings in following thelaw,and leauing their hcires nothing wherewith 
to follow it any longer, haue hung them vp atahookeora naile. And fol.u^.col. 

4. Domini de iujlitia y qui tenetis homines at a bay, clamantcs, Sunt tres menfes f vet 
tres anni^quibtts habetu fententiam iam in capiteveflro^quam pot eft is vnd die ferret 
fed femperad augendum lucrum veftrum , facitis eos ftccare poft vos, vt incantatos for- 

tilegi\ ey currere poft caudas mularum veftrarityCuwfuisfttccHlis.Which agreeth well 
with that which Maillard cafteth Judges and Atturneys in thc teeth withall: who 
(notwithstanding all their wrangling, bawling, and outcries one againft another 
in open Courtj prolong a fuite full fourc yeares for one onely dinner . I rcturnc 
Menot,xvho vpbraidcth Atturneys (fol.125.coh.) for keeping children in f 



againft thcirmothers,beingwidowes:andwho cricthout againft pettifogging 
Proctors, for counlclling debters toftandftoutly vponthe dcniall of thc debt, 
when the creditor hath neither writ nor witnelTe . The lame preach , r ( (peaking 
offuch as enrich thcmlelues at the poore peoples coft) complaineth of Princes 
who ouercharge their fubietfte with taxes and fubfidics, as fol.ijo. coLi. _ 

ad populum y miferia in qua cftjalis eft: M oritur fame, quod nunc patitur tallias , gabel- 

las/oftones^excoriationes^ ejr nift dimittat pel/em non poterit amplitu aliquid pal/. I terr 

fol.ioZ.col.i. O vtinam Mud attendcrcnt domini tuft iciarij^ qui fattore Principttm,m 
eis obtempcrent, obediunt nefandis eorum prjeceptis y pauper em populism rodtntes , exco- 
riant es pupillos & viduas, nouas quotidie exatt tones fufcit antes , N oth with fta nd ins 

(faith he) Lawyers do more impouerifh a poore man in a thrce-penie fuite, then 
all tolles.impofitions and cuftomes; yea then all the fbuldicrs tha t could come tc 
his houfe in a yeare. For thefc Lawyers (whom he calleth the Kings officers ) ap- 



pointed for protection of the poore people , are like thc Cat which keepcth 



Mice 





THE FIRST BOOKE. 

Mice from the chcefe , who if flie once fall of eating her felfc, will do more hurt 
at one bit,thcn a moufe can do at twentie . He alfo exclaimes againft Iudgcs for 
tollcrating vfury and the ftcwes : and he vpbraidcth certainc Lords offlhe Parlia* 

ment, for making noconfcicnce to let their houfes to panders, whore mongers, 
and bawds . He rccordcth alio fundry other knaueries committed by other offi* 
ccrs ; as namcly/tf/.i28. And directing hisfpeech generally againft all fuch as en- 
rich thcmfelucsby vnlavvfull mcanes, hce faith, Ye gentlemen and gcntlewo* 
men, that haue all things according to your hearts defire, and wcare Scarlet 

gownes, I verily thinke that if a man fhould prefle them hard, the bloud of the 

poorc (wherein they haue bene died) would drop out of them. Which Hyperbo- 
licall and loftie kind of fpcech,is almoft word for word the fame with that of Ba- 
rents (whereof we haue already fpoken) who forgets not Lawyers (efpccially At- 

turneys ) no more then his fcllowes; albeit he fpeake but little of them in compa- 

rifon.Fol. i o p xol.3 . 0 perfequutores viduarum, 0 lupi rapaces^ 0 crudeles aduocatiScc 
what he alfb hith,f 01.262. 

I procccde to other thefts and pilfcrings committed by other tradef-men, 
and men of other callings, and reprooucd by thefe preachers, efpccially by 
tJMaillard , committed (I fay J deceitfully cither in falfc wares, or in falfc 
weights and meafurcs, or othcrwife by cunning conucyance. Firft then, fol. 70. 

cqI.z. he faith, Vos domim notary >fectflifne deceptiones tnltterisfyndedictturcom* 
muniter in communi prouerbio , From three things good Lord dcliuervs, from a 
Notaries & cetera , from an Apothecaries Qui fro quo, and from an Italian figgei 
(where note by the way , that he kecpeth a foule ado in fundry places with the A- 
pothccai ics qui fro quo.) And fol.2j.coL2. asalfo fol.66.coL3. hcis offended with 
diucrs of them for mingling ginger with cinnamom,to make fpices,and with fuch 
as lay bags and bundles of ginger, pepper, faffron,cinamon,&c.in a cellcr or vault 
vndcr the earth to make them weigh the heauicr . Moreoucr, he inueyeth againft 
Apothecaries for mingling oilc with fafTron,togiuc it a fairer colour, and better 
weight./ 'ol.6S.col. j.Not forgetting merchants among the reft,who powre water 
into their wools that they may weigh theheauier: nor Clothiers,who wet their 
clothes to make rhem fti etch the better. He further rcproueth infinite deceits in 
fundry other kinds,till he come cueino Vintners, who fophifticate their wine in 
mingling water therewith : and to Butchers who blow vp their flefh , and mingle 
fwincsgreafe with other fuct. But he chafcth extremely againft the huckflers 
who buy with a great meafurc or weight, and fell with a lcftc:and he is home mad 
at thofe which hclpe the ballance with their finger, to make it fall. Ftquandopon. 
dtrattsaltqmd (faith he) datis dc digito jufer Jlaterar»<vt defcendat. He fpcakes alfo 

againft Merchants who forfweare thcmlelues,to the end they may fell the dearer 

Offerees futs fltisftrmrqs onenndo quampretijs : dnd againft fijch as cut the poore 
peoples throatcs with their Monopolies: where wcare to take Monopolies (ac- 
cording to the proper unification of the word) for tl ,at which is vfualiy pra<fr fed 
by the engrofTers who get into their hands any commodirie the country will af- 
foord and afterward fell it at their owne price . which I do the rather infinuate 
becaufe the word L Monopoly is commonly taken in another fence . But to retume 
to the penuries of Merchants He vpbraidcth them (pa t 23,. col. 2.) for tl atTv 
make no bones to forfweare themfelues,and to damne hcil foules to the c u ll for 

an halfc pen y. Eft* he (fifth he) qutpro vno albo efl,s content, damnar? Bu Menot 

telleth vs of ccrtame merchants who made no conscience to forfweare S 

for a farthing. And he further fheweth , that their manner was (in l^Z^Z 

oucr- 
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ouerprife their wares, and to fell that for a fhilling, for which they were not aflia- 

med to aske ten . He is alfo much offended with thofe merchants, who not con- 
tented to know cunning knacks ofknaucry,andtopra&ifethem dayly for their 
owne aduantage, do alfb teach them their children, fcarce crept out of the cradle, 
fearing left they fhould want wit to deuife them themfclues : and how they teach 
them the tricke of the ballance (menfitram parui fonderis) thrcatning them that 

their children thus taught and trained vp by them, fliall one day feruein ftcad of 
fagotsand fire-brands in hell to burnc them-, as fol.115.coL3. and elfewhcrc. Bare- 
lete is as bufic as his fcllowes in blazoning the knaueries committed by thefe co- 
uctouscaitiucs in wares and merchandizes: where hebringeth in one of them al- 
lcdging this prouerbe,/ nv/(as the Florentine {akh)haue an iron arme } an Ants belly, 
a dogs foule : that is, to the end that I may become rich,I will take as much paincs 
as I am able to endure : I will fbift with as little coft as poflibly I can : as for con- 
fcicnce,I will refpect it no more then a dog. The laft of which, agrecth well with 
this other prouci biall faying , He that would quickly be rtchjmuH turne bis backe on 
Cod. Both which arc true and infallible tcftimonies of the profanencfle & impiety 
which hath long fincc feized and taken pofTeilion of moft mens minds , though 

especially applied to Merchants. 

They cenfure blafphcmiesasfharply as other vices (which come in here very 
fitly after pcriut ie, whcrctinto many are egged on by couctoufnes.) Fii ft thcrforc 
to begin with Mailtard^fol.iyi.col.i.Q wicked wretches (faith he) which neuer 
ceafe fweai ing by Gods flcfli,by Gods bloud,by the body of God,byGods head, 
by Gods wounds,by Gods dcath.He el fc where mentioncth other blafphemics,as 
Iwilbaueitindcjpite of God: I renouce God^&c. And gamcftcrs (faith he)arc wontto 
fay, In fpite of God, which he cxpreflTcth in thefe words, In mala gratia fit hoc facta: 
ledcfiiuoue Dieu y Gallice; I care not a blew button for God. M01 eouer, he twits 
women with thefe their inodeftfpeeches and interpretations, T hedmell take me ; 

I would I might neuer come in beau en • / would I might be damned if etter I did or fatd 

this or that . And that when their husbands tookc them tardie , as in talking with 
their paramours, or any whom they fufpccled,and had in icaloufie (for which he 
giucs them one or two Items ) their manner was to lay , The diuell take me ifeuer 

he [pake to me of any fitch thing. And he cricth out againft their hellifh blafphcmics, 

as 1 welling againc not onely with the venime and poifon of impic tie, but eucn of 

plainc Atheifmc. as when they fay a Let Godkeepe his heauen to biwfelfe t and let vsa- 
lone,and follow our pleafurcs.Fol.125.coL3. And coming afterward to fpeake of 
blalphemous oathes (much like the former) he faith, And you bafe Chriftians 
which fwcare by Gods wounds,by thebodic of God,and Gods bloud-is not this 

the language of the infernall lake < Andfol.14o.c0L1.hc reportcth that it was en- 
acted by holy King Lewis, that blafphemcrs for the firft offence fhould endure a 
moneths imprifonmcnt, and after to be let on the pilloric,(for he faith, poncrentur 

in pilar io\ whereas Menot faith,^« carquan t ov au collier:) for the fecond, that their 

tongues fhould be pierced through with a hote iron : for the third, that their vn- 
dcr lippc fhould be boared through : for the fourth, that their tongues and lippes 
fhould be cut off. And wc may not forget the place formerly allcdged, where he 



reporteth how ccrtaine Iewcs at 7" ours (in the raigne of King Lewis the eight) 
hearing Chriftians fwearing in moft fearful mancr,as if they meant to hai ie pulled 
Chrift out of heauen, laid, they wondrcd they would to outrage him, if thevdid 
beleeue that he died for them. Menot alfo is hote againft the blafphemers of thofe 

times y telling them that it is all one as if they fhould fpit in Gods face: alledging 
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out of Saint chryfofome , that Chriftians finne as gricuoufly which blafphemc 
Chrift now being in hcaucn , as the Icwes did who crucified him when he was 
vpon earth . He further alledgcth fundry reafbns why this finnc of all others is 
moft ro be dctcftcd , where he faith, 0 miferi,nunquam Dtaboltaufi fuerum facer t 
quodfacitis. Andfticwcth what a fliame it is, that blafphcmics fliould bepunifhed 
by Turks and Saracens, and fliould remaine vnpuniflied among Chriftians. And 
a little after, In times paft (faith he) they were fet in the ftockes, or on thcpillorie, 
or cart in prifbn, or had fomc great fine fet vpon their heads : and in the raigne of 
holy King £oivs their tongues were pierced through according to the Law which 
he had made in that behalf c. But the contrary is practifed at this day : for they that 
fliould punifli blafphcmics , are of all others thegreateft bIafphcmers,glorying 



d faying that it is not for a paifant to renounce Go^Qubdnon p 



ad rurales rcnnuciarcDcum. Et ego dico ttbiquod ad te ncn pertinet intrare Paradifum: 

and I tell thec,thou {halt ncucr come into heaucn for this geare. I n another place 

he makcth mention of a notorious fwcarer, whofc tongue King Lewis caufed to 

be cut out, fbl.iSj. col.i. Sic S. Ludouicus devno blafrbematore V 'an fim y qui fecit ei 
abfeindere linguam. But Barelete is more hote and vehement againft his countrey- 
mcn the Italians .ihen they againft their country men the French , when he faith 
fot.ito.col.i. O Italy infected with fuch a vice, O people polluted with fuch wic- 
kcdncflc:I fcare me Gods vengeance will vtterly oucrwhelmc you in a moment. 
Neither is he to learne how to apply King Lewis his decree againft blafphcmere, 
alledged by the two former preachers. He faith morcouciyhat the Saracens had a' 

la w,that whofocucr blafphcmcd Chrift or thcblcflcd virginc(his mother) fliould 
bcfamiflied to death betwecne two boords.Hetcllethvs alfo of another aim- 

punifhed blafphcmy and buggery with the fame puniflimcnt. 



And is it not a lamentable thing (faith hej that Duke Galeace fliould hang 
onely for murmuring againft him > and that the Duke of Mantua fliould put ano- 
ther to death for the like offence: and that blafphcmcrs fliould go fcotfrcc and vn- 
punifh ed C He further flicwcs that it is lefTc cxcufable then any other vice in that 

whereas men arc drawnc to commit finnc through delight and pleafiirc which 
thev take therein, (as the whoremonger by the plcafutc he taketh in whoredome 
andda iance. thcglurtonbythcdelighthehathin his full furniflit table, in dainty 
niorcels,and the laughter of his wine,&e.) the blafphemer can haue no dclioht in 
I wearing at all : adding moreouer that it hath this proper andpc 
that whereas all othc r /•*..... 



wherr 



crcas all other finncsccafc after death, this onolvconrinues. For proofe 
n^lledoeth^ 

Sfr/ 1 A ht . dC ^ ^ nd J la ¥^ ^e God of hearu n for their paines 

and for then fores. And to the fame effect alfo in the end of the ChSprcr . Laftly 
he laboured! with tooth and nailc (at leaftwife in flicw) to withdraw them from 
this finnc, as by propounding fundry examples of Gods fcarcfull Judgements 
which haue befallen fwearers and blafphemers; asth.it whc ncc rr.ineSe 
at Mantua brake forth into blafphcmy againft our blc fled Sauiour S fe 
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child (but fiucyca 
y tiic diucll from bet 



■/?,moft fearfully tearing 
:> the fca.and 



eyes 

bkilphcmirg the name of 
parents anres.Thar a mar- 



laycsaffr that lie was found 



onthcflwtc, wherehisbodie w. 1S taken vp c n c n dw i ol T 

excepted He further f F e.fc of certaine K ^ £ 
call God **ur t and the virgine M ^re/l LolaXU^vt^l 
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«r<?w, virgincm,putdMm. Which I remember onely for their fakes who haue not 
bene in //^ . For they who haue continued there any time, and haue traueHcd 
through the countrey (as my felfe haue done) may bythefe two remember p- 
thers farre more horrible; except God haue bene more mercifqll vnto them hcte- 
in,then v^uo me,ingiuing them grace to forget them . And I perfwadc my felfe, 
that Cince Baretets time blafphcmics haue much more increafed both in number 
and nature , I mcanc as well in quantitic as qualitie . 'For I remember that in the 
Lift ycare of my abode in ltaly y I heard certaine oathes which I had not heatd be- 
before, as at Bononia which I had not heard at Venice y ?adtt a nor V:ncentia\ arid at 

Florence, which I had not heard at Bononia nor atz»fo : and fb of other places, bs 
at Rome^ staples, &c. But the moft horrible terrible oath that cuer 1 heard bel- 
ched out in all my life, or eucr heard of, was vttered by a Prieft at Rome, who had 
bene angred by a courtizan, which I will conceale for this prefentyand returne to 
Barelete, who mentioncth a merry oath which a good fellow (an Italian) Was 
wont to vfe, viz. A hots on the afje that carted Chrifl to Ierufalem: am^rry one I fay, 

if any oath may be called merry. Howbeit it is rather to be termedaieaft, then art 
oath. And yet if it be fpoken with an intent to fweareat is worke enough for DI- 
uincs:as when Italians fay in their fuftian fumes Per la Pott a of fuch or fuch a one; 
whereas they are other wife wont to fay, Per la Potta de la virgint-Mariafx by way 
of exclamation,^ tta de la virgine Maria ; or leauing out MarW$i being ^anly vn- v 
derftood s and when French men fay in heate and haft vertu bleu: as alfo when 
Gtrmaines in their curfes and imprecations corruptly pronounce the word Goti y 
for which we call them daftipoteurs, becaufe we do not vndcrftand them. But to 
clofe vp this point, were it not for my former promifc,I would here relate what I 
haue read in the Sermons of Barelete^ of a Bifliop, who had taken vp fuch a bad 
cuftome of fwearing,that when Barelete came to admonifh him thieitof, faying, 
> |f j| Reuercnd father, I haue often heard that you cannot fpcake a word without an 

oath, or naming the Diuell: he prefently (to clcarehimfelfe of that imputation, 
and to fhew that it was buta falfe flander and malicious defamation)faid,vWnv&0 
reported ihat of me m the diucls name? By G.body it is falfe. Then faid he, Reuercnd 



father,! take your felfe for witnefle.But if any defire to heare his pure Ciceronian 

Latin j thus it is word for wordiExemplum Pnlati % quemnoui lanm.qui loquinefcic- 
batjiift per corptu ejr nomen Diabolt.Qjtm nemo auderet mouere, ego Gabritlofficium 
ftifcepijiccns, Pater rcuercndc t plurcs de vcjbu nobis dktwt y quod nefcitis loqtti fine tu- 
rament o,& nomine Diaboli. At Epifcopus inimpatientiamverfm.ait^n nomine Dia- 
boli, & quis de mc tta dicit? Per corpus Christ i non eft verum. Cut refpondi, Better ende 
DomincJtvobistcftiwoniumcapio'.ficfyCttmruboredifcefiit . 'Which hote bickering 

bctweencAfiv/f/f and the Bifliop I had no fboncr related to a Vertuous gentle- 
man of good crediteand account, but he paralleled it with another very like it j 
which he gauc mc in exchangc 3 albeit his was new,and mine fomewhat ft ile.How 
that he hauingtolda gentleman (his very good friend) that the wound he had re- 
cciuedjought to be a warning vnto him to beware of fwearing a (a finnc to which 

he was much addicted) he fliould anfwer and fay , By G. body I will neuer fvoeart 
jnorc_j. 

Morcoucr^thcycomplainc much of murthersand man-flaughters. And their 
manner is in fpcaking of the finnes of their time, to range whoredome, theft and 
murthcr in the mil rankc:and they fecmc tobegricued to the vctyifbulc that they 
arenotpuniflied. u*r«7<tffaith,ifa man go to themagiftratc,and informe him' of 
a murthcr committed the laft night in fuch a place a he will not ftii rea foote, nor 



E3 



mouc 




4 2 THE FIRST BOOKE. 

moue a finger,cxcept he firft know the accufer,and who will difcharge the Court 
by paying the tccs:of which neglect of iufticc,hc fpeaketh in fundry other places, 
Hce complaincthalfo that men arc no more moucd then ftockes or (lone wallcs, 
when they fee a man of worth flaine in the open ftrcetcs. And Barelete bmhjOcci- 

diturhomo^ (jr adbuc malefaiJor flat in termini* patria fine pauor^j , quia non eft 

But there are other murthers , for which they wcepe water and mot: asthofe 
which women commit in caufing an abortion : and (which is woife) for that 
Priefts (as dfaillard faith) perfwade them that in fo doing they commit no mor- 
tall finne. Fol. y^.col.i. Suntne ibi mulicres,& facerdotes qui dtcttnt juodrnulieres 
comdentes venenum adexpellendum materiam de matrix fua, ne fa tut vcm.it ad por- 
tam^antequam anima rational* introducatur } non peccant mortat/tirfWhcivhc Alb 
tellcth vs of children caft into riuers,and priuies . Vtinam haberemus aura apart as^ 
& audtrcmat voces ptterorum in latrinis protector urn & in flnmintbm . Barelete alio 

crieth outagainft this fmnc^fol.2d 2. col.2. o quotluxurU, o quot SodomU 4 o qmt 

fornkationes ^clamant latrintjat/bula vbifunt pueri fuffocati.Pontanm alio alledgcth 

an example of this currifh crueltic, affirming it to be more vfiiall with Nuns then 
with others. 

■ 

Thcfe I hope may fuffice to fliew the eftate of the Age laft paft. 1 or (if accor- 
ding to the old faying,/f word be enough tothemfej) by thefe the learned Reader 
may conceiue of the reft. For albeit we hauc fpoken nothing of the gluttonic and 
drunkenneffe of thofe times , yet we may not thinkc that whoredomc was with- 
out thefe two companions , Specially confidering what the old proucrbc faith 

Stne Cererc & Baccbofrtget Venus . And the Greeke verfe faith prouerbially that 
when the belly is full,the mind is among the maides. Which agrees well with the 



iL'm,tclIm«thcm 



French proucrbe, ^fprcs la panfe,vient la danfe: After banquctting follows chambe- 
ring. Quid alio fai th, Hon babet vndefuam pauper t as fa feat a wore m. A nd we may 

alTure our f lues, that there was no manner of coftly or fumptuous arri, c,no fond 
rantafticaII,gaudie,orgarim fafliion,whichthewitofman or the wickednefle of 
the timecould inucnt,but was then in vfe. For Oliuer CMaillardl at hot as a toft 

withAttiirneyswuies ) who(notwithftandingthcirhusKindspooreeftitchauin£? 
not after they hauc payd for their offices fomuch astwenuelhi"---™ \± 

them) areas (lately as PrincefTes . tMemt alfo is round with t! 

that there need no other flags to difplay their folly , but their fans , - 

butefpecially forthat they did not hide that which modeftie w< .Id banc coucrcd 

fy'-f'*- Vosumenes mulicres que aperitispetlora vcltra adoflendmdHm mamii 

Ur. <Menot alfo taketh on like an oifter-wife , for that they wore their Pownes 
fo open before,thata man might hauealmoft feene their mL a »,i k5 .... " 
ucth them fharply for fundry like vnfeemly 
this: If my miftris (faith he) be at Church 

hke manitokcepe thccuflomcofcnrilitic.fl.emuft riftvpamonoft&mS 

g.uc h.m , Jicke on the (^though it bein the Sermon or prayer ,„ C ,Z 

nMh S utumamf Ulcn d,^ it is now high time we fl.ould hc,,v how thefe 
preacher, fay Church- men their lellbns , or rather how rhey re,,,, >, e , and 

w.th the nughtre : and if their loud cries and fhrill voices lifted vp nke Co man v 
ST EE! 1 C S^ fe ** «*•» • ^ter ftoppKnS 



cially for 
"eman- 



Vlgefes, leaft hce mould heare the melodious harmon 
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nious mclodie of the Syrens fong , to vfe the phrafc of our defaming 
and Pindarizing Poets. 
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CHAP. VlL 

* 

Of certaine vices reproued in our good Catholickcs 

by the afore faid Preachers* 

N 

Hat I may performe my late promife, I muft beftow this Chapter 
vpon my Mafters of the Popilh Cleargie 1 beginning according to 
my former method, with their whoredome j yet not forgetting 
their fecrct thefts and cunning conueyance , whereby they were 

wont to matntaine themfelure in their diflblute demeanour and 
looielife, aTtheydoat this day. Firft then let vs heare Oliuer CM at liar d (doing 
him this honour,as alwayes hcrctofore,to giue him firft audience.) FoL^-j.col.u 
Haue you any of thofe great men here>whofewiues make them weare homes* » 
Yes there is ftore of fuch : fo that we may well fay,the Cuckoes fong is now come » 
into'the Popes Court. But before we come to Prelatesjet vs heare how he layeth 15 
out the knauery of poore Priefts and fimplc Sir lohrn . They heare (faith he) wo. » 
mens confellions, and knowing who they be thai vfe the occupation ,they runne » 
after them . Which puts me in mind of that whic^j I haue read of certaine Priefts 
who would gladly hauc brought vp this cuftome,that the poore penitents which 
came vnto them for abfolution, ftiould fhew them thofe parts of their bodies 
wherewith they had offended. I returne to <JW<M/W,who hath thefe words viu- 
a\\ s mhi$mo\\thiSacerdotcsconcubind^^^ 

He further fpeakes agatnft fuch as kecpe them in their chambers * a Pain & a pot: as * At be 

fol 6 1 .col. 3 . StUtne hie facer dotes tenentes concubinas a pain &apot. In ftead whei of °° r 
Menot faith *a pot & a ateillier , Toreturc to Prelates, againft whom Maillard in- # A t« 
ueyeth, iol.22.coU. O ye infamous damned fat got bellies, written in the diucls ™«v 
bookc thceues, and Church-robbers, (as Saint Bernard faith) do ye thinke that » 
your founders gaucyou your liuings to do nothing but to hunt whores , and to „ 
flioote at Hiortbuts^ Andfol.ioy.col.iAndyc my Mafters of the Clergie, that „ 
fpend your benefices vpon horfes, hounds and whorcs.Headdcth alfo Htprtonet. „ 
I ikewife pa? . S4.C0L2 . Aske S. Stephen if he went to hcaucn by lcadin g fuch a life 
as you do, making great cbcare, euer feafting and banquctting, gluing the goods 
of the Church and Crucifixe to harlots- keeping hounds and hawkes with the 
goods of the poore? It had bene better you had neuerbene borne, then that you 
mould Ieade mis loofe,lazic,and licentious lifc.Wherehe likewife addeth Hipt* 
nes after meretices. All men know the nullification of this Latin word; but becaule 
both he and his fellowes deale with the Latin as they thinke good , vfing words 
arfic-vcriic and kim-kam , I doubt whether by Hiflrioneshc meant not mortones, 
which will appcare to be more probablc,if we confidcr the pratfife vfuall at this 
day. In another place he faith that Prelates haue no table talke but or obfcenitie 
and ribaldrie . And he is the man (if my memory faile me not) who faith , that 
whereas Prelates in times paft gauemony towards the manage of yong maides 
(which were monilefte andfriendieflc) they contrarily fuffer them to play the 
ftrumpets vnder their nofes, making them get their dowries by the fweate of their 
bodics.But let vs heare what goodman Menot faith (who cun teth the cockfeombs 

E 4 of 




44 THE FIRST BOOKE. 

ofthofegailants as well as the beft of them.) Fil.144.coL2. I fay the like dean- 

acerdotum ^qusbus non licet dare hoc facr amentum EuchariJlU. quod eerie 
_ ntdegregcDeifedpiaboli. Andfol.S2.col. 3 .EftfliafeducJa,\u*fuitper 
annum wclufa cumfacerdot<^ cum poto & cochlear*, at bed and boord, bodie ve- 

• "u a a u 6 u n a ?° th ? &** faitb > that when fouIdier * cntrcd any towne, 
thefirftthingtheyfoughtforwastheCurates(orParrons)Lemman . And thev 
might haue done well (as farrc as we may gather by his words) to haue giucn war- 

™| fromoneend of the towne to the other :Looketoyourplackard Madame (or 
M>ftru)forfeare ofthefe Prelates . For oucr and befides thofe which they kept at 

ho^they had cuftomers m euery corner of the towne. Albeitthcy tookeLa- 
teft fjort in making Counters weare the hornes.But here was the iktbat creat 
rich 1 men had cuer one Prelate orother for their goffips : the goodman takin Aim 

in hi copper Latin h e callcth the committing of whoredom with a BifiW facer c 
t^pwfyfoitodDmyLotd Bimop a pleafure : zsfol.rS. o DomZ 

child being but ten yeares old,got fuch a liuing : they will anlweryoufhaiphtX 
^ , ^ ermS r^ f r il,arVVkh 5 cBiai0 P' ^^dLkindacquLtancS 

pleafure of thofe with whom they were in lotic, that their manner wasCif no c her 
occafion were offered) toinuitt them to a feaft among other moTfl * a 
Sf of all he fheweth that Prelates in £S£hS bSSffl S? 

trons.both wutcs and widowes,at cornrnaund.We hauealreiH,, h,X7 u v 

M (after Sain, W, called then, .hecoSjS CtaSffi S«t 

hcare what otf«<» faith of their thefts anH n™ n ;~ At. , crs< Lct vs n °w 

mate but a ieaft of fnch fi«n«.) Firfl /W^^WiT"^**^ 

et. } .Ht» tfi cauda Prataterum.am hodicpifl Sducunt camTJlT j f (- , 
^'^tifta^iddicctu.DemimEa/efia/lm/rPr^i £. b . J j ■ t , " d 
4*mm ma g niu Xmy grcaI brauery JimmU^g^^^m^r ™" 

dtco fecundnm pur am veritattm • O ivhi» * • n Imil *™iur. v quads rumorl 

//*.»/. r.he fends the dealing of" hhofe P^h^ , """" A,,d A'- 
that men are wont to Slfc J SlT to the *"el,in the fence 

fil.P3.coU. ruJL, »Vdhd7ZaZZk™ t PC f T g / ° f d,Cir ^io"' 
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bene fc mm : reJpo»Jio»em, Materia er at familiar* cum fyifeofo, his mo- 
ther was very familiar with the Bifh op , and for acquaintance fake dedtt et. Nam 
hodie vert feat ur & completur Prophetia Efiiy* } . Poputum me urn cxatloresfui fpolia* 
uerunt & mulieres domtnaU funt eorum. Vtdtmm hodie fuper mula* , habentes duos 
Abbatiasjiios EfifiopaM (Anglice t wo cro(Tes,t wo myters) & adhuc n on funt con- 
tent*. As alfo in another place, And you gentlewomen (faith he) mat do my Lord 
Bifhop the pleafure you wot of > and then you fay ,Oh,oh,he will do my lonne a 
pood tur ne, he mall be the better prouided for by fome benefice or Ecclcfiafticall 

[tie. AKofol.i 1 t.col.i. ^uod hodie non dantur beneficia y non,non^fedvendun- 
Ion eft meum dare vobis. Antiquiths dicebantur Prabend.e, a PrAeo, prabes : fed 

hodie did debent Emend^ab Emo t emit- quod non eft meum dare vobis. Which con- 
ceited allufion puts me in mind of that which he hath/o/.ioo. col.4. Secundoertt 
Prior Ab*s Comendatarius,& potms comcdat arias qui omnia comedit. Movcoucr^hc 
ofte rcproucs and cenfurcs them for fimony (to which we may rcferre certain par- 
ticulars fpoken of before) as fol.^col.i.Ndnaereputatisftmomamquandopro Epif- 
cop tfi valentc nouem millia , facitu fafctculum plurium benefctorum afcendenttum 
Jfquead fumma nouem mtllium,& datis hoc pro rccompen fa? Ad omntsdtabolos tales 
recompenfd.Ukc\vi{cfoU.col.^Sicifti Protonotarij am habent UUs dijpenfas ad tr/a, 
imo ad mindecim beneficia,& fnnt fimoniaci &facrilegh& non ceffant arripere bene- 
ficiajncompatibiliaudcmejt ets.Sivacet Epifcopatus,pro eo habendo dabtturvnusgroj- 
(Us (afciculm alioru beneficiorti. Primo accnmulabtmtur archidiaconattts, abbatt*, duo 
prL rants A tutu or aut qutnque pr*bend<e, & dabuntur hac omnia pro recompense. 
And fo(.ioo.col.2.Dicdeabuftbtts qui funt quando iHi qui babent benefcta t dant tlla 
fratri vxoris, vt ilia portionem hareditatumfratrts habeat . I may not here forget 

what he faith (fol.124.col4.) concerning Monkes,viz. how they are euerfollow- 
- one fuitc or other in the pallace at Paris : fo that of fourc you meet with, it is a 
ndcr if one be not a Monke . And if you aske them , what bufincfle the); haue 
thcrc"OncC/^/«willanfwcr,OurChapter is in fuitc with the Deanc " 
flwp V. and I dance attendance vponthefe CounfeUers fortius end. And thou 
maifia Monke,what docft thou here < I pleade for an Abbey of eight hundred 
pound rent for my Lord Abbot . And thou white Monke- 1 pleade for a fmall 
Priory for my felfc. And you beggcrly Monkcs,that haue neither lam nor liutng, 
what do you taking here? The King hath granted vs falt,wood > 3nd the like, but 
his officers denic to giue them: or fuch a couctousor t'nuious Coratc denies vs 
buriall , and will not fuifcr vs to pcrforme the will of one lately dccealcd : lo that 
we arc inforccd to rcpairc to the Court to feekc a redrefTc. # 

Barclcte indeed doth not fo often inueigh againft thefe two vices of Clcargie- 

memas his fcllowcs. But elfcwherc he tellcth vs a very merry tale of a Venetian do- 
a >r who bcinq taken with a filthy drab at vnawarcs in the very faft, and that by 
her miftris , and Barelete (then preacher in Venice) whom flic had lent for to lee 
this fport and being admonifhed of this fo hainous and fcandalous a fin.nu.de no 
other anfivcr,but that he was fo deepe in loue with this dirtie droile, that he knew 
not what to thinke or fay of himfelfe.whcther he were a man or a beaft. He further 
cries out apainft Nunnes for pcftering the world with a broodc of baftard brats, 
whereof his fcllowcs fpeake nothing to my remembrancc.Ho wbeit pontanm jtcls 
vs in plainc termes of ccrtainc Monafterics of Nunnes at ValentiamSpawe^hKh 
differ nothing from ftcwes. And leaft any fimuld fufpcdlmc of [allocation or for- 
gery,! will allcdgc his owne words, as they are to be found in his treat lie 



cap.iy.yalentU 'tn Hiftaniaciteriore, ades quadam facra, Vefialium^ 
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najlerid^ita qu'tdemtatentamatoribm^t hilar lupanariorumfint, Moreouer, dif- 
courfing in gcncrall of Nunncs, he faith, that they cither kill their children in the 
wombe by certaine potions, or clfc ftrangle them as foonc as they are borne,and 
after caft them into priuics. 




CHAP. VIII. 

Hm the forefaid Preachers hauedifcouered certaine abufes in Popijb doclrine% 

and of the couetoufnejfe of the Popift) Cleargie. 

Vt (toomit theloofc Hues of ourgood Catholickcs) the forefaid 
I rcachcrsdifcoucr certaine errors in doclrinc (though thcmfelues 
were greatly oucrfecne in fundry things, fo that we may well iudec 
of them according to the prouerb,Hc that hath but one eye is kin* 
. u ! . among the blind:) where note, that they are fuch errors & abufes! 
as hdpc to kcepe their kitchins hot. Firfr then Maillardh full of inuetfiues againft 

^S^f'^i 'I' 3 ' m l hiCD ° mWt bttlUt0m & P°rt at ™ reliant 

f T? mentions vultuL mavtnul 

Eflishkportatcrc, bulUr«m?nu%qu7d 

ao^r^ ft T nd ' U bHY * S mtm < ^^foUuol. i . Et vospor- 

dulgenttarum , numquid iaclatu Js de malis qutfaJisin 

word 1 P T Cd l V mhCT r "> 1 wil1 8 ilIC a *™ coition of 

th s word pajl^tlm is faflte- and that out of the author himfclfc. We arc there- 

T ,d f K iat I , , C,ation t0 a ta,c lhat hc «°W >W.24. cot.4. hisS 
(faith he) that the diucll being very fide vpon a time , his PhiLis a ke I torn 
to what his fW won Id beft ferue him,to frefh ^BfhJStnc ^ 

fwercd to neither. Whereupon they asked him if he had a nine to like bkk 
or veak-He anfwered, No. Well then (faid the Phifens) h^*^£ 
to chidens,partMclgc ? ,or venifon:' He anfwcrcd,tbat his ftomack could In 

to thefe that hauc the book/ccinp I iwMauo-nSfl, a rP , ! a «* ™°( 
to be frozen,*, lcaftwtfe \Z^l^i^ ,t ^^ U ^ <hyo1 ' 11 

call their fcxta cacMtloms I W 7 lk ' S - nod wu,cs of '''»<Vvho 

hauc finely KXt&^fr *^ bjfc(ll «y 
and their loners «ir™W™^^ 0'« 



0 — 



that their husbands are horn ified there v B, r „ T t,K * tlum 

piicft 
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pricft be found killing a woman, we muft fuppofe he did ic to print a bleffing vpon 
her lips : yet we may in charitie iudge that it is a preparatiue to initiate them in 
fomc other my ftcry jcfpecially if they be alone,and ina fufpe&ed place. Hc fpea- 
keth alfo very boldly (for thofc times) againft Indulgences and pardons : yet Co 
as a man may well percciue hc fpeakcth not all he thinketh. In the mcane time he 
flatly condemneth thefe pedlcrs of pardons (whom hc calleth in another place 
bullatores) for faying, that if they were pcrfwaded that their aunccftors had not 
bought Popes pardons (meaning fuch pedlary ware as they had in their packes) 
they would neuer pray for them. Among other things he faith, n credttisquod 
vnwmagnus v fur artuiyplenusvitijs^quihabebtt mille millid peccatd, dandofe* albos 
trumojidbeat remifionem omnium peccatorum fuorumi 'Certe durum eft mihi credere^ 
(jr durius prxdicare. He further reproucth fuch as preached onely for gaine. Arc 

you here my maifters (faith he) you Lent preachers, who preach onely in hope of 
gainc-and when you haucgottenaround fumme,fay on Eaftcrday,thaty- - 



had a good Lent? Where he compares them to adulterers for this reafon : Adulteri 



enim de maloconcubiturccipiuntprolemuta&vospecuniam. And Fol.s31.col 
Videte rnagtflri venerandtjjabuijlis bonum quadragefimalc , lucrati ejlis centum fran- 
cos , congregaftis multum ; vos reddetis computum Hecomplaincthalfbthatthe 

Church-men fell the diucll and all,in refuting to bury one in the Church vnder a 
franc . I rcturne to Menot, who calleth thofe pedlers of rclickes fortatores rogatio- 

num y whom Maillard calleth porutoresreltquiarum^ indulgentiarum, & bullato- 
res \t is(faith Menot fol.i3t.)thc pradufe of thefe pedlcrs to make poorc widowes 
belccuc,that they and their family ought rather to ftaruc for hungcr,then to want 
their pardons.In like manner Fol. Shall I fpeakea word for alkDiuines 

neuer medled with thefe pardons,or veiy little. And prefehtly after,None preach 

them but thefe falfe Friers , who adde infinite thercto,to decciue the people: and 
being in tauernes, kcepe rcuell rout, as though they were y ong diuels , talking of 
nothing but of dallying and whorcdomc.Furthcr,the laid preacher (fol. i2 t col.*.) 
mikes mention of certaine cheaters, who hauing pawned their reliks in a tauerne, 
fhewed the people a brand , and made them wbrfliipit, as being one of thofe 
where wit h Saint Laurence was broy led . But of th is more hereafter. Barelete alfo 
(as I remember) reproucth certaine abufcs,though very briefly , rather pointing 
at them, then dwelling long vpon any point. Neither are we to wonder thathc 

and his fellowes fhould let fo many abufes go fcotfrec, vntouched, and vneenfu- 

red. It is a wonder rather they could difcouer any , confidering the courfe they 
tooke. Howbeit weare toobferuethisonc thing, that whatfoeuer the ignorance 
of former times hath bene , the do&rine, which tended directly to keepe the kit- 
chinghot,hathcuerbenefufpc<5tcd. Whence it is that fome (euen of our good 
Catholickcs) could neuer be brought to put any confidence in fuch pardons: for 
that they confidcred (albeit they fhould haue afcended higher , and fought pe- 
remptory proofes) that if they tooke place , men fhould buy out the pardon of 
their finncs at too eafie a rate . Thus we fee what the do&rine is,which tends di- 
rectly to kcepe their kitchins hot. And in very truth there is no one conclufion in 
the Romifli religion which pointeth not this way 5 though fomc more directly , 
others more obfcurcly. How euer it be, our old prouerbes do fufficicntly blazon 
the couctoufiieffe of our good Catholickcs. But this enfuirig beft of allj 



chofes font tout dvn accord 
Eglife , la Cottr, & la mort. 
Eglife prenddu vif du morti 



La 
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La Cour prend U droicl & le tort: 
La mrt frend le foible & le fort* 

That is, 

There be things three dp well agree y 
T he Chunk ,t he Court, and deftinie. 
For none will ought to other leauei 
The Church from Hue and dead doth reaue: 

The Court takes both the right and Wong e 

And death takes doth thewtakeandflrong. 
There is alfo another prouerbe which faith,that three things are vnfatiabU, Priefls, 
Monks,and thefea: whereof Barelete puts me in mind when he faith, Presbyters^ 
fratres, & mare nunquam fatiantur . Ho wbeit I hauc heard old folkes name thefc 
threee,? nefa mmen^and thefea. And verily Monkes may well be comprifed vn- 
dcr Priefis. r 




CHAP. IX, 

Wherein is declared, that by how much the wickedneffe of the lafl Ave doth ex- 
ceed the former, byfi much ours dothfurpajfe the UJl:notwithfUnding 

that vtces are better detected, more flwply cen fared, and 

fetter ely pumfhed then euer they were. 

E may pcrceiuc by t! jc complaints taken vp by the forefaid Prea- 
chers, that they faw the world in the wane , waxing dayly worfe 
and worfc. For it is not to be thought but thatTh J S 
fundry grofTe and hainous finnes which raigned in 1 ofc daves 

we may well ^^^\Ta^^^^^^ 
we may veil tninkc,that men in thofedayes were not onclv 2ood Punr,^™ in 

keeping the vices whereof their aunccftors left them inher of K,,^ • ' 
alfomincrcafing^^ 

pcrufe the Sermons of thefc three DoQors fflfi^ ^l iu . 11 d H cm ty 
booke in which children ftudS an^t;^" T^* n,y fclfc thatthe 

their fathers (where hea!!ud« m uZi h ' ch .§ r en « h ,hcm ™A ■* *eliftof 
Ancients who we^e t toSfa^^ V 'lt V f',T> w,itt ™ °<"«™ne 

fimndamongkinfmen? no not betweene DirenS rl ,i l '7 not t0 bc 

IteNow that this finne isofpr^r A,nj P C,llldrcn ' brcthrc n and fi- 

lath thus exn, dfeJ: * ™Y °PP™< by ffi^whon Omd 



ft), dm ho/pa ali holbiu tutus 



Lurida tern biles mifc 



contugu, ilk 



Wiiich 



CHAPTER IX, a6 



Which OWarrot hath thus turned 



deft a de ce quon emblc &olle. 
Chez, thojlelier riell feint affenre ihof 



Ne le beau fere auecques le fiengendi 
Petite amour entrejreres sengendre. 

Le mart soffre a la mert de fa femme i 

Femme att mary fait femblable dijfame. 
Per maUtalent les mar af res terr soles 

Mejlent fouuent veninsfioids <jr horribles. 

That is, 

KyfUUueon jpoile. One where the warieguefi 
SuJpecJs his fatter hojl. Elfewhere the fonne 
His fecond father feares. Nor can one breft 9 
One worn be t fa/eld br others fiom dijftntion. 

The faithlejfe wife confpires her husbands bane. 



And he in fell reuenge feekes hers againe 
T he cruellftepMme deadly foyfon brues.&c. 

He afterwards fpeakes of children, who abhorre to ftudie or readc in the booke 

called Viu Patrum. 

Filius ante diem patrios inquirit in annos. 

That is, 

The fonne for raifing of bis owne eflate, 
JVifheth his father dead ere natures date. 
True it is indecde, thefc words For r aifwgof his owne eflate $xt not in the Latsne: 

howbeit they are added very fitly to make vp the fence, as any man may perceiue: 

and they accord with that of LMenot, that children would plucke out their fathers 
eyes to enioy their goods. And as they complained in old time of other vtces^ fo 
of the neglect and want of iuftice.For this is an ancient prouerbe (if we regard the 
fence rather then the words ) Greater theeues hang the leJJLs : agreeable to that 
ot'luuenal: 



That 



fur a Columbus 



Poore Dottes are payd, whilft Rauens feapenfree. 

And it futcth well with the faying of that famous Law-giuer Zaleucus^ that lawes 
are like to cobwebs : for as finall flics as cau^it in them,when as the greater breake 
through them: fb poore people, or fuch as cannot prattle apace, are infhared in 
them jwheras the rich,or fuch as haue glib tongues ,breakc through them by force.* 

not vnlike to that in Terence: 

quia non rete Accifitri tenditur neqne Miluio, 
Jgui male faciunt nobis, Hits qui nihUfaciunt t tenditur. 
jgti/a entm Mis fruClus eft, in Hits opera luditur. 

Which is fpoken by a fmell-fcaft (or good trencherman) called by this Poet a 
Parafitc, who hauing boafted that he did ftrikc and beate whom he lifted , and 
plaid the pike in a pond, and that none durft once quince or fpeakea word againft 
him* being demanded the reafbn of this fo great boldneflCjanfwercdjBccaufe the 
net is not fpread for the * Sacre or Kite which annoy vs , but for thofe harmlcffe * Aisak«. 

birds that do not hurt vs : for there is fomc profite in thefc , asfor the reft it isbut 
labour loft . The Poet indeed (which I fpeake only by the way ) vfeth a * word , "Accipitor, 

which (as fomc are of opinion) fignificth all kind of haukes 3 whether fparrow- 

F haukes, 
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haukes, faulkons, or others. But I rather vfe the word [acre s confidcring the com- 
mon phrafe in euery mans mouth vfed in way of a proucrbe,C 'eft vn [acre , as if a 
man mould fay, he is a fpcndthrift,or a deuouring gulfc. 1 1 is alfb taken for a glut- 
ton ,or a wine bibber. And good father Metiot fol.tj 8. col. i . forgets not thofe that 
exclaimc againft the poore, & hauc nothing to lay againft the rich.For examining 
thehiftory of the woman who was taken in adultery , and brought before our 
Sauiour Chrift, he demandeth the reafon why he brought not the adulterer alfo? 
To which he prefently anfwereth,It may be((aith he) he was a rich ma.This is the 
common pradtife at this day : they accufe poorc men, but hauc not a word to fay 
againft agrosgoddon. Which word I fpeak ofpurpofe,as being an excellent good 
French word (though now almoft worneoutof vfe) vfed alio by obiter Maill&rd 
hisancient:/^/.^^. col.+. 0 grosgoddon$,damnatijnfames$ Jcnptiin libro Diaboli^ 

fores & facrilegi. But to rcturne to our former argument touching great and fmall 
flies . Some there be who make the Philofopher ^Anacbarfts author of this com- 
parifon , affirming that hi< meaning was,thercby to let Solon (a law-giucr as well 
as Zaleucftt) vnderftand,that the paines he tooke in making !awes,was but in vain. 
Now whereas they who father it vpon Zaleuctu , report he fliould fay,that as the 
flie and the gnat falling into a cobweb arc there intangled , whereas the Bee and 
the wafpe breake through and flic away : fb the poore, &c. They who father it 
vpon the Philofopher Anacharfis, in ftcad of great and (mall flies (figmtying the 
poore andtberich) vfe a comparifbn betwecne light and waigluic bodies, which 
(in my conceit) hath not fo good a grace . But the Flie is vfed fitly in another 
comparifon, which will not be amiflc here to rclatc.lt is that by which Mctrodorus 
counfcllcd thofe that would Hue in any ftatc or common wcalth,or vnder any go- 
uernment , that they fliould be carefull to auoid twoextrcamcs,viz.thc bottome 

of bafeneflc and the height of honour : that they be neither like gnats nor Lions % 

feeing gnats are quafhed at the very firft, and men eucr watch to take the Lion 
at aduantage. 

Further, we hearc how thefe Preachers exclaime againft thepompe and bra- 
uery of women; and how Maillardfot his part callcth them femmesa Lgrand'gor- 
,and femmes gorrieres ,that is,womcn gorgeoufly apparelled, finicall and fine 

as fippence: and how he findeth fault with their long traines, their furies of fable 
their gold wherewith they all to befpanglc their heads, and which they weare a- 
bout their necks,and on their girdles : and how Menot faith/The poore ftaruefor 

cold in the ft rccte,whilcft thou ftately Ladic, and thou delicate Dame haft feuen 
or eight gowncs in thy trunkc, which thou weareft not thrife in a yearc.-and doeft 
thou not th'mke thou flialt be called to account for this vaine fuperflnitic before 
Gods iudgement fcate < I know not what excufe a Ladic can makc,who feeing a 
- -»ore man naked and crying for cold , traylcth two or three dies of vcluet after 
r . But how women in all ages haue dcflred to cxccll in braucry, (I fliould fay 
m pompc and pride) Poets do f uificicntly declare,who like heraulds haue proclai- 
med the folly of their fumptuous fupcrfluitics in this kind, whofe tcftimonies (if 
haply they fhal not fatisfic any)they may haue recourfc to fundry othcrs,rccorded 
by hiftorians , as namely by Lime t who reports that certaine nomine Ladies and 
Gentlewomen ( nobly defcended, and otherwife accounted graue and chaft ma- 
trons) did murmureand mutinc againft fuch as would not Puffer them to rcturne 
to their braucries 3gaine,and that in fuch turbulent and furious manners though 
they had bin befides themfelues. And wherfore(I befeech you)wcre laws enacted 

ofoId,tocutoff the excefTe and riot of worn en , butbecaufe there was need of 

fuch 
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fuch bridles to rcftraine them, and curbes to keepc them in ? Ctfemdib vfeth , 
word, which puts me in mind of a place in Terence^ where he fhewes what paities 
women tooke in tricking and trimming of themfelues . For whereas he faith hy- 
perbolically, that a man might fooncr makca ftable clcane where fortie horfes had 
ftood , then a woman will haue pinned all her pins,and fctled her attire- Terence 
faid lodg ago, Dam comumur annm cf The famePreacher doth often fume and 
fretagainft thofe hufwiues who attired themfelues fo modeftly, thata man might 
fee euen to their nauels. His words are the fc,fol, 2 s.coU. Habebit magna manica*, 

capttt dijfolutum^ & pectus difcoopertnm vfque ad ventremjum pell or a li alb o, per quod 
quit dare potejl videre . Which put me in mind of that which Horace faith : 

Altera nil obftat Cots tibi: pene videre ejl 

Vtmdam, 

But fome may haply fay , As for th is !ight,Ioofc,and lafciuious kind of apparcll , I 
hold it to be a wicked thing indeed: but why fhould braucry and fumptuous attire 
vndergo lb fharpe a cenfurc? To which I anfwer,thar in fbine perfons it cannot be 
rcproued.-notwithftanding fuch coftly array hath euer bene condemned, becaufe 
that for one that maintaines it at her o wne coft,there are an hundred which main- 
tainc it at their coft that cannot do withall (as Barelete and Menot teftifie) though 
the mony come out of their husbands purfes,or accrew to them by cutting afun- 
dcr the true loues knot. For proofc whercof,confidcr the place formerly quoted 
out of Barelete ,0 ye fuch and fuch mens wiues, I tell you, if your garments were 
put in a prcfle,the bloud of the poore would drop from them. And Oltenot alio, 
who iumpcth with him, not onely in iudgcment,but almoft in words i Ye my 
Lords & Ladics,who are fo addicted to your plcafures,and weare fcarlet gowncs, 
I verily think that if they were wel prcfled,a man might fee the bloud of the poore 
(wherein they were died) runne out of them. Which prouerbiall phrafes,though 
they may not be taken ftri&ly according to the Ictter,but hyperbolically, the bet- 
ter to fet out fuch impietie (as it were) in orient colours: yet Barelete not content 
to houcr thus in generalities, bringeth for inftance that which befell an vfurer, no 
lcflTcftrange then the former: for he faith that bloud came out of the bread which 
he ate . As for thofe hufwiues that maintaine their pompe and ftatc by falfe play 
at the tables, in bearing a man too many,contrary to duty and ptom\fc 9 'JMatllard 
and Menot (ay them their lcflbns. But I will content my felfc with the tcftimonie 
of Maillard, who turning faid , Tell me whether it be a goodly fight tofee an At- 
turncys wife, who hath not twenticfhillingsayeare left him after he hath payed 
for his fficc,to go like a Princcffe ? to haue her head befpangled with gold, a gold 
chainc about her necke,and a golden girdle? You fay your places wil maint line it. 

The di mil take pur places and you alfo. Addeth afterward , It may be you will fay, 
Our husbands giuc vs no fuch gowncs,but we get them with the paine of our bo- 
dies. All the diuels in hell go with fuch paincs.For thefe are his words:D/^/« forte y 
Maritmnoftcr non dat nobis tales vejlesjed nos lucramur adpmam no fri corporis. Ad 
trigenta mille Diabolos talis poena . Now it is cafie to vndcrftand without further 
explication what this paine is: neuerthelefTe ifitfeemefbobfeure to any, that it 

need a gIoftc,a man may fetch itoutof AfV/W,wherehecxcIaimeth againft fuch 
asarc their daughters bawds, and who make them get their dowrie with the paine 

and fweate ohhQXxbodic^.FacitmteilucrarimatrimoniumfuumaApaenamejr fodo- 

remfui corporis, fol,3<;.coL^. 

But to apply thefe tcftimonies to the particulars which I hauc here vndertakert 
to intreate of. If in Hefiods time there was fmall fidelitic to be found among men, 

F 2 no 
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t among brethren , nor yet in children towards their parents : doubtlefle 
was lefle in 0«/</r time,and much lelTc in the ages following; and leaft of all 
this wherein we Hue . And if charitic did waxe cold in former times, it is now 
altogether frozen : if iufhecdid then halt of one footc, flic now haltcth downe- 
right of both.If (he had then but one eye, fhe is now ftarkc blind. If (he was deafe 
but of one care, flic is now as deafe as a doorc naile (I fpeake according to the old 
proucrbc, TV&tftf one fo deafe as he that wil not hear e\ to which we mayadde this, 
There is none fo blind as he that ml not fee.) And whereas flic then tooke onely with 
herhands,flic nowtakcth both with hands and fecte: and whereas brauery and 
effeminatenefTc in attire, lafciuioufndTc in fpcech and behauiour, and all fuch vi- 
ces as arc fore-runners of greater mifchiefes, went but on foote and (lowly , now 
they go on horfebacke and in poft.All which notoi ious and groflc finnes we may 
allure our felues arc now in the ruffe, and (as it were) in the Aprill of their age, 
(whereas the former were but in their winter:) hauing i'o much more vigour and 
ftrcngth now then they had in former time, as trees and plan rs haue in the fpring 
time, then in the winter feafon.Thc truth of all which fliall be demon (hated here- 
after in particular. 

Now we haue fb little caufe to complaine of thcwantofChriftian reproofes, 
inftructions,rcprehenfionsand admonitions, or to iudgc it to be the reafbn of the 
loofcncfle and IcudnefTcofour times, that if we confider the great mcrcie and fa- 
uour of God towards vs in this bchalfe, we cannot but wonder how the impictic 
ofmcnatthisday fliouldany way come ncarc that of our aunccftois . Tor where 
is the preacher now to be found ( though many do nothing but flatter and bolftcr 
men vp in their finncs) who if he fliould lay in open pulpit witii 0 liner rjuaillard 

(fi(.$i$.col.2*) that whores ought to be tolerated , would not be afraid leaft little 

children would fpit in his face < Or where is the man to be fbund,that dare main- 
taine that damnable paradoxe > whichPricfts('ashe faith) defended in his time, 
That a woman killing the child in her wombe, did not commit amor tall (innc? 
And albeit it hath euer bene an odious,and lb confequently a dangerous thing,to 
reproue finne (as we may Zee in UMenot , who complaint th that Preachers in his 
time were thrcatned with a red hat, and that rhcy fliould be made Cardinals 
without going to Rom fox preaching the truth - like Bapt/Jlyvho for bringing 
the truth to H erods Court,lcft his head behind him) yet it was ncucr halfc fo dan- 

s as at this day. And though flatterers, who are naturally caried with a hcl- 
i(h hatred againft fuch as reproue and cenfiue finnc,fwarme i n greater m ultitudes 
then euer they did ; and though the number of (uch as dare not fpeake the truth 
(for fearc of hard mcafurc , lofle of goods,or future hopes ) be as great as euer it 
was : notwithftanding vices are better detected and more fliarply cenfnrcd by 
preaching and writing,thcn they were in the dayes of our forefathers, which as ic 
fcrucs to aggrauate our finnes the more,fo it will make vs culpable of greater dam- 
nation when we fliall giue vp ouraccount at the gcnctall audite. 

Touching thclaft point which I propounded to intreatc of in this Chapter (to 
wit,thatGod puniflieth fin more fcucrely at this day then he did in former time) 
becaufc it deferues a larger difcourfe,I will here onely addc this one thin* that lie 
which hath no fenfe nor feeling thereof, is neither French-man, Italian, Spaniard, 
nor Germaine^ but in the fliape of a mart,a very bea ft . 
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CHAP. X. 

• # 

Hm that the forefiid Preachers haue left fin dry vices 

untouched and vmtnfurtd* 

♦ * . • 

Efore I make a comparatiue eftimate of the leudncfle of former 
times with the loofenefTe of ourowne, it will not be amine to con> 
fider whether the forefaid Preachers (whofc reftimonies I haue ah 

ledged) haue omitted any particular^ through obliuion, or otheiv 
wife. Firft then albeit oliuer Maillard and CMenot (his punay> fey 
little or nothing of incefts 3 fodomies,and other prodigious vices, as murrhering 
of father and mother, ofwiues murthering their husbands, and husbands their 
wiucs, parents their children, one brother another, and one kinfman another . we 
may not therefore thinke but that thofe times were ftained with thefe finnes : ot 
(to fpeake more properly) that fuch infection which had continued feftering fo 
long,did then ceafe. I fay which had continued fo long , confidcring what we reade* 
not only in prophane Antiquitie,but efpecially in the Sacred hiftOry, of thefe and 
the like vices. For it fareth not with God as it did with the law-giucr Solon , who 

being told that he had not prefcribed what punifliment fliould be inflicted vpon 
parricides ( there being then a malefactor taken who had murthered his father,) 
anfweredjhc could not enact a law for the punifliment of fuch a fact, as he could 
not imagine any man wold fb much forget himfelf as once to comir.The cafe I fay 
is farre othcrwile with this great la w-giuer, who feeth the moft fecrct and hidden 
thoughts of mens hcarts,and the motions of their minds more clearly then we fee 
the feature of their faces.Ncither may we thinke that any age hath bene free from 

fuch prodigious vices, but that they were euer extraordinary in refpect of other 
fin nes,asalfo more rare in lomc countries and ages then in others. And I here pro- 
tcftjt much mifliketh me to enter difcourfc of fach an argument. Butashe who 

vnderrakes to extoll the prowefifc of ^Achilles aboue that of Hell or or Aiax y is not 
to omitany of their heroieall exploits if he would haue Achilles more renowned 
and extolled to the skies :fo considering the end of this difcourfeis to flicw that the 
vicioufhcfle of our time is a perfect patternc thereof, being compared with that 
of the age Iaft paft (which notwithftanding furpafleth I fuppofe all former gene- 
rations) I fliould not efcapc the fliarpe cenfure of iuft rcprchcnfion,if I fliould dif- 
chargc one ofthefe ages of fomc vices, the more to bade the other : or if I fliould 
go about to kcepe the crcdite of the one entire and inuiolab!e,by cracking the cre- 
dits of the othcr.For as for the relt,l grant that though it was the will of God fuch 
prodigious finnes fliould be recorded in holy Set iptu re *, yet it is fo much the bet- 
ter ,by how much we fpeake or thinke the letTe thereof. And as for lbdomie,Iam 
eafily drawne to belecuc,that the former Preachers were very fparing in (peaking 
thereof, left they fliould open a gap to mens curiofitie which is naturally exorbi- 
tant in this kind.The more knaues are thePricfts,who in their auricular confeflion 
(as they call it)ftir the minds and awake the fpirits of their confeffionifts by their 
interrogatories , occafioning them to mufe vpon fuch matters, and to feed their 
fancies with fucfi facts,as otherwifc they would ncucr haue dreamed of.For mine 
ownc part I confcfTc , that for this very reafbn I haue had much ado to perfwadc 
my felfe, that fwinifli Sodomites and beaftly buggcrcrs fliould be executed pub- 
likely. True it is, fundry wcightie rcafbns may be allcdged on both ndes; 
but I hold me to that which I fee practifed in well ordered cities . Furthcr- 

F 3 more 
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more, the reafon which moues me to thinkc that fodomie; was not then 
all probabilitie) fo common as at this day, is, for that there was not fuch refort 
into thofe countreys where it is made a trade and occupation as at this prcfent. 
For proofe hereof if we confidcr who thofe French-men be thatgiuc themfelucs 
to fuch horrible and hellifli finnes , we fliall find that moft of them hauc bene in 
Italic or Turkic, or (not to go out of France to feeke them) hauc frequented their 
companie,at Icaftwifc hauc familiarly conucrfed with their Jchollers.For albeit A. 
thenxus tc\\ vs in his thirteenth booke (which I remember I hauc read cliewhcre 
vnderthc name of Hcrmibpnt) that the Celtes in his time, not with Handing they 
had fairer women then other Barbarians,werc addicted to this finncyet (God be 

thanked) before we could fpeakc fo good Italian in France, there was (almoft) no 
fpeeHi of this villanic , as 1 hauc heard of diuers old folkes . And verily it is more 
pardonable in Italians then in French-men (if pardonable in any,) feeing that 
they (who for the moft part call it but peccatillo) are nearer their fanftitics who do 
not oncly giuc a licence for it by way of permiffion , but a prefident alfo by way 
of examplc,as hereafter fliall be (hewed. Notwithftanding the words wherewith 
we exprefle fuch diuellifli and damnable dealing,being bo rowed from the Italian 
tongue,are a pregnant proofe that France learned all the villanie it hath of them, 

thou gh it were hard to fay from what particular place. For this is a common fbng 

f,ciurant in euery mans mouth: 

Siena ft vanta di quatro cofe y 
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& di camp 
bardaj]e\ & di puttanc 
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That 



For tbefe fourc things Sftna lookes fo hie, 
For towers, for bels, for whores, for bugger ie. 

But Maifter Pafquin fheweth plainely in fundry of his Satyrcs, that notwithftan- 
ding that prouerb,/?<ww in regard of the third particular ought to go before Siena, 
as where he faith, 

fed Rom<e puero non licet effe mi hi. 
And were it but onely for the reafon I hauc now alledgcd ,he cannot cndure<and 
furely not without caufe) that tow* (hould be depriucd of this honour. 

Touching inccfts, Italic (no doubt) will affoord vs better (lore of examples 
then any other countrey • whether we fpeakc of this agc,or of that of the former 
preachers: which we fliall thebctter pcrceiuc,if we fliall confidcr the diuellifli pro- 
uerb which is there fo common of fathers who hauc manageable daughtcrs.But if 
I hauc well obfcrucd 5 therc are more incefts committed by Lords or men of note, 
then by meaner perfons: which puts me in mind of that which is recorded by Pon* 
tanm ,how that Sigifmondm Malatcfla Lord of Romagniola , had a child bv his own 
daughter. True it is that other prodigious villanies committed by the fame man 
(if he may be called a man) andregiftred by the forcfaid author,\viII make vs lefle 
to wonder hcrcat. For he reporteth how that he would hauc abu fed his ownc fon 
W/,and that he had made a buggering boy of him , if he had not drawne his 
dagger at hirn^nd fo cfcaped. As alfo how that being defirous to hauc his pleafure 
or a vertuous Germaine Ladie that trauelled through his countrey to RomL> and 



percciuing that he could not work her to his will,he cut her throate,and afterward 

fatisfied 
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fatisfied bis lull. What can a man now find in HertJeltis, I fay hot iricrediblc.but 
hard to be beleeued? But it fiiallnot be amifle to paufe here a little, and to liften to 
that which vrntrnm addeth after the narration of the inceft committed by this 
wicked wretch. For hcalledgeth twoexamples wcU worrhyrhe noringjof a ccr- 

tainc naturall honeftie which is to be found euen among beads , which wndem- 
ncth fuch prodigious praftifes among mcn.Thefirftisota little bitch he had, 
which would ncuer fuffer her whelp to line her.N»»^w(faith he) pap <« mow 

ifilioraoimrL&qtiMHUmeuifutru cmfrtbtrti U«erct«r mhihmmm tamer- 

Icmputros ah rtiieis,&i» fiBumilUu, ilium dtMibu* malehobrnt . The fecond 
is more ftrangc-.of a Mare that would not tuffer her colt to coucr her ; but hailing 
beneafthe laft couered by him (being difguiled withaskinne of another colour, 
& bv orhcr dcuifes,) after fire once percciued it.forfook her mcate for very gncte, 
and died (honly after: which (ashe faith) was told him by one lota VingtmlU 
an BA* Marqucue, whofe the Mare and colt were. Thcfc be the two examples 

aUedeed by Ponta J,aman offo great crcdite, that I did not ftickc to relate them 

vpon his word , albeit I am not ignorant they mould be accounted of many but 
fond and fabulous: which (it fecmeth) himfclfe forcfaw,and therefore vfeth this 

preface in the narration of the firft example,**/*™ 1 »*<g° f ***fi &*<*<, 
TunJ,&PcrWeeumw, : and for the fecond, he alledgeth his author of 
whom heheard it.But feeing that incefts are ex*aord.nary fi..nes,why fiiould we 

not think that God would oppofe the extraordinary honefty which is to be found 

Z i c tainc bruire beafts,to fich villanie praclifcd by men , ro condemne the rca- 

[onXrcSuresby .he'vureafonabfeNcucithelefie I report my felfc to rhe dung 

as it is efpecially confidcring the French prouerbe doth not account him a good 
dog ha keeperh his kind. TWisyetanod ? e^indofmceft,accord.ngro thofe 
who hauebene of opinion.and are euen at this day , that Nimncs are holier then 
X women : and verily it may feeme.that fith rhey kcepe the fame place the Ve- 
pvlgins did in old time(in theiudgment of fuch as call rhem by no other name 

in Z Ibut mtah) we (hould call the whotedome commmcd with rhem, /»- 

and that he which defloureth them after they hauc once vowed v.rg.nme ro 

God (or to fuch or fuch a Saint) werea (acrileg.ous pcifon , I grant theone but 

not the other. I grant(I fay)rhat forafimich asthis doughtie deuot.on isbormvcd 

n the heathen , the word ^.whereby they were wonr to exprelTc fuch a 
Zpe y uicke commined with aholy Nunncmay be kep.,and that (to fpeakc a 
S do) it may be called inceft : but I denie .hat he thatdehleth aNimnc isa 

(aXfous perfon.ro fpcakcas Chriftiansdo.For hercu^n it would follow, I a 
Svl c-ini ic fliould be a holy confecrated thing, and to the end .t might be 
holv anf confe rate , ncccflar/it is,th« either God or the Saint to whom it was 

vowed confecSred or dedica.ed.mould declare by (olemne couenanr and ftipu- 

btion ffl did accept thereof. But how can they accept of that at the hands of 
a CnnSh (lie cannot giue < Or what reafon is there flie (l.ould offer that.to 

which Z Sh no right < Andifconrinencie be a fpeciall gift of God howcan 
Tnv vowry vow perperuall virginitie either to God or the Sa.nrs w.thouc a war- 

Sm him fo to ^o^To conclude then.cataine it is that he that knoWeth iuch 

a vow ginitie and fingle life tobebut an abufe,and confequen.ly that a Nun 

s no morefoly rhen another woman , if he defloure her,hecom.mtteth ne.ther 
f ctnedge nor inceft : whereas being otherwife perfwaded he commitre.h bo* in 

d o f confidence. And therefore.he tyrant Dim** wasa facnleg.ousp fon 

fo?robbingand fpoiling of his Idok,which he was bound (accordmg to h— 
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gion) to haue holdcn for gods ; whereas one of another religion holding them 

to be but Idols, mould haue bene but a fimple thiefe . And doubtlefle the folly 
which is committed with a Nunne , after flie hath once loft her virginitic be- 
ca ufc that of holy (according to her religion J flic is made profane,is neither inccft 
nor faci iledge in regard of eithcrpartie . Another difficultie remaines to bedifc 
culled,, viz. whether a holy Monke hauing deflouredaholy Nunne, ought to be 
accufed thcrof or not?Butleauing the deciding of th is qucftion to the next Coun- 
cellj will oncly addc tins one thing, that our kind Catholickes are not (it feemes) 
of this opinion , confidering what fmall confeience they make hereof. The like I 
may fay of thofe who were wont to lodge Nuns neare vnto Monkes 3 that(as good 
fellows fpcake)thc barne might be neare the thraflicrs.How euer it be,it appeareth 
plainly by that which hath bencalledged out ofPontanm , that Nunneries were 
little better then ftcwesin the time of the former Preachers. 

f ouching the finne againft nature(of which I fpcake remembring my former 



protection) we haue examples euen of thofe rimes. For the fore/aid Pontanm 

writcth of ihrttun who had thecompanic of an Affe, whilcft the French Kinc 

Charles the eigh t held Naples. 6 

It were alio eafie toalledge modcrne examples of wiues numbering their huf- 
bands,and husbands ther wiues:as alfo of brethren and neareft kinfmen em brew- 
ing their hands in oneanothers bloud: and of children murthcring their parents, 
and parents their children, though this bemorerare then the former. When huf! 
bands m urihcr their wiuc* or wiues their husbands, they do it (for the moft part) 
of fpite or rather rage and madncflc caufed by breach of wedlock. For as hifto- 
nes make mention of diners men who at the v«y intent, andmM/M 
wefiy) haue taken reuengc of their wiues who had played falfc with them • So 
hey make report of women, who for the fame rcafon haue wreaked ^ their malice 

f0mC by P ° if0n ' ° r , hersb y °*« ™anes i « vereTde n 

!f * ! T f ^»* re » 'Narbcnne who in the nigh cutoff her hut 

mightcnioy thc Dukcdomcof ^ , f u T h ! s , brolh ". tothcend he 

flue his brother SbZI I'vu ^"^P 0 " *e like occafioJ 
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thathe afpired to the Dukcdome. In like fort Ltwi* Market Galeace his brothers 
fonne to death , to the end he might the more quietly enioy thc Dukcdome of 

touching murthering of parents (properly called parrscidejhough the fignifj. 
cation ofthe word be fomcwhat more large) we find in auncicnt hiftories that it 
was more ordinary with Kings,Princes,and great Lords,then with meaner men: 
and fo it continues euen to this day . For the Empcrour Fndtncke the third was 
flaine bv his owne fonne Manfred (his bafe fonne as fome affirme) at lcaft wife he 
was the plotter and procurer of his death . A nd one Frifque murthered his father 
the duke of Fwvwvi ,to the end hc might come to thc Dukedomc,as indeed he did, 
though hc enioyed it not long s for his fubicOs fliortly after,exectiting Gods luft 
judgement vpon him,cut his throate . And doubtlelTe thc age laft pad can neuer 
warn it hands of this wickedneffe, albeit I produce no examples for connrmation 
hereof haftening to end fuch difcourfes as mould not onely be offofiue to Chn- 
ftian earcs,but alfo make their very haires ftand vpright on their heads.What fay I 

Chriftians > Nay the very heathen alfo . yea thc moft barbarous and lauagc 

among them. 
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7 bat the notoriom and incredible lendneffe of theft times doth iuMethat which 

bath bene jpoken ofthe mckednejfe and impktie ofthe Age lajt pajt. 



Lbeit there go ftrange reports of the hainous and horrible finne* 
which raigned in the former Age s yet if we (hall but a little confi- 
dcr thc courfe ofthe world, and liften to the common complaints, 
we (hall find (would to God it were not fo) far fouler facls.whieh 

will not onely inducevs tofubferibe to thc truth of that report, 

but further to confcflc that the finnes of thofe times were but fugar (as it .sin thc 

1 "ench proucrbe) in comyrifon ofthe villaniesofthcfe wherem we inc. I haue 




heretofore giucn a rcafon why finne like a riucr, the further it goes.thc greater ic 

Rrowcs,and ftill inctcafeth till it come to be agreat fea.But we may g.uconc more 

fpcciaU ouching thefe times. For befides that wc haue trod in the ftcps of our an- 
ceftor s'and followed their examples , as well in the carclnll keeping of the vices 
whereof they left vs ti.cit heires and luccrffan , as in imprau.ng the old and pur- 
chafin f ofthe new by our good husbandry, we haue further mcrcafed the nam- 
be of them by our trafficked commerce with other countr.es , a th ing more 
common at this day then euer it was in former timet, to whom an hundred .rules 
f«mcd longer then fiue hundred to vs : and for one that was cunous to know the 
famions offorrcinc countries, thcreare now a dayesten . whom this gadd.nghu- 

mom of toning and ranging abroad^nd coafting countries.car.eth away.caufing 
Tm todue alrewellto th°eir friend Sj and to fotfake their deareft countrey kinf 
men and g acquaintance . But what ftuite reape they by fuch trauellf at leauwue 

wh; t do the moftreapc > It was Hence his old fong, 

Caelum ne» mimum mutant, qui tuns mm currant. 



That 



They change the aire that feas do paffe 
But mind remaines the fame that W44 



But 
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But if in crofling the fea th<y haply change their mind , it is but as the Weather- 
cocke doth with the wind 5 for they are to firre from being bettered by their tra- 
uell, that they arc made much worfc , mending their manners no other wife then 
fower Ale doth in fommer.Thc reafon whereof is mans inbred corruption.which 
hath an attradtiue facultie to draw vice vnto it,as Amber doth a ftraw,or the load, 
ftone iron. Whence it is,that as ill weed (according to the old prouerbe) erowes 
with fpeed : fo vice hath his continuall (though infenfible) growth in vs, and not 
vertue. Which i the auncient Poet Heftod feemeth to infinuate, when he faith, that 
DameWickcdnefle iseahcto be found,as dwelling neare vnto vs- whereas Ladv 
Vertue k macceflible,and not to be fpoken with )W ithout great labour and paine 
m that the way vnto her houfe and honour is not onely long and tedious, but alfo 
lteepcandcraggcd. Andhaue we not day Iy experience hereof in themoft of our 
great traue lets? What mall we fay of our tow-rouers among the reft < Vcrilv the 
oldprouerbehathlongfinceconcludedthemin^W^ 

Iamh ni cheual, nihomme 
tfamenda d'aller a Romme. 

That is, 

Wor horfepor man % ere turned horn ^ 
0t *gt>tbctterd by the fight of Rome. 

Which though it be fpoken of Rome in particular, yetitmay well bevnderftood 
of other countries alfo, feeing thereis not one traveller among twentie (e|eciaHv 
of heyongerfort; whoreturneth home againe,no notfromhis HolinefTo 2 
holy land but feemes to haue frequented the diucls rather AeXdKiSto 

wherein an Abel may learne to becom a Cam, where a lambe may be transformed 
into a Lion,and a man into a monfter. And yet notwithftanding SSSES 
a greater grace to a man to haue bene ftudent in fuch a fchoole then it was S2S 

furc.before d» - come tX if 1? ,heir . neck « » ' »™ c at randon * ** plea- 
worfekept: ne y comctobe ° f age 5 and partly for that /W, rule was neuer 



(JMmma debttmfum raurtntUSt quid 



dtenwh^^ 

threefold , in fuchforX men of in " P ° U « M »hes"thicl< and 

Aem. And therefore W areno, Cl" t,m T ft ? cre not able t0 ™ «i* 

ttic* and tinker diiw JS^^^T? ? '^ rC fome ofa » 
tadw^SS*^ of the rafcalitic, fvveare, blaf- 



yet it makes 

old 
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old folkcs wonder,and that not a little, to fee yong children who are fcareccrcpt 

out of their cradles , to be fent to fchoole, and to hauefome fmacke ofleaming: 
whereu pon they iudge vs more fortunate then themfelues, m that icholers at tni* 
davleaue thefchoole almoft at the fame age that they were wont tobc fentthi- 
thcr in time part* Whence they arc induced to beleeue,that children are far more 
r ioc and pregnant now then they were in their yonger y cares. But all things duly 
confidered fit will appeare that that which mould beahclpe and furtherance to 

the prcateft part of youth,is a 

children at this day an conceiue more at fix or fencn yeares of age (as experience 

flicwes) then they could in old time at nine or ten :which is not to be afenbed to 

the quicknefle of their wit in vnderftanding , but to the more eafie and facile me- 
thod of teaching; whence it is.that they profit more in one yeare.thcn our amice- 
ftore did in two . Bur pittie it is to fee many.who hauing difcontinued but three 
or fourc dayes from fchoole, haue need to returne to their horne-booke agatne: 
fo that as they are morehappie and fortunate then the.. ^auncefton in ^earning 
quickly-fo are they more vnfortunate in forgcttingit as faft.The reafon wherof is, 
for that 'they giuc ouer the fchoole before they come to ftrength of memory , ca- 

r3 Buf this Ufare S (for it redounds to the great contempt and derifion of 

learning) in that many fend not their children to fchoole to learne, but onely to 

(liarpen their wits and to quicken their fpirits, by meanes of continuall companie 
(youths being as it were a whetftone tofliarpenoncanothcr:,)and Inaword to 
let them like vntamed colts, haue a little more fcopeand libertie to « nne athrge 
and togtuethem the firft flefiiing in wickednesswhicfcfomecallliud.neflejOtheB 
fineneffe and featnefle,or gallantnefle.or pleafentnefle or marpneffe of wtf,or ct- 
uuirie,&c.For many now! dayes fend their children to fchoole only till fuch time 
a they be fit to be madepages, where they are fure to loft that little earning they 
had formerly gotten.if haply they had any beaten into their heads : being (in the 
meane umc) fo fane from loofing their mft feafoning , that they aclde thereto a 

™ond and I third . Somefend rhcir children tofchooe to earnediree orfoure 

words of i,(»Mill they be of yeares to trauell into 7/./> ^, where Itetctoecda 

They may be broken,and like haggar liawkes learned to the lure, and abfolutely ac- 
compWncd in courthke complements . Howbeit fome genrlemen fend not then 

fons into Italy xo learne falhions and gallant behauiout oncly,proper to the coun- 
trey but in hope that when they arc weary with vifmng ; cumzans, they will find 

fome fpare time to vifite Bartol. And I peifwade my felfe that he who wrmng to 
hi fonnc at P*/*., fuperfcribed his letter (for feare he (liould behe him)^/«>* 

him (pooreman) not a little . Howbeit it were a wonder if one almoft amon? 

twentie/eturning home from traucl,mould remember any otherlawcs to fuc 
*1 Un with iXm* UtrttUM'S™* «»g'*,ffe«™ CmdUfix thehke. 
T tourfi lam not ignorant that in old time allS as UMMT witnefleth) our yong 




Ladles. But not to fpeake how thofe which trauell into Itali are in dan 




be infixed with larre worfe viees (as dayly experience <hemO dm ^*'™ 
followes in the necke of it, that they are not onelyreftrained by the feareof God, 

bu a fo1,y the feare of man,asbeing in fon-eine and farre ;m«tf 

their fight who might controle them . Tor I remember that whileft odet dt Stint 

wSaffadour for the French King a, Vmc^ (about th.rteene yeares ago) 




there was a yon g gentleman fome fourtcenc or fifteen yeares of age,fcnt into' // ah 
by his father (then Counfelier of the high Court of Parliament at Parts) vn( fef 
the tuition of his old Tutor: who at his departure from his fathers houfc,was of as 
meeke,gcntleand tradable a difpofition as could be wiflied: but afte r he had con- 
tinued certaine dayes at r«w*,and Come few at Padua , he grew fo ftubburne and 
ftout,that whereas hisTutor was wont to hold a high handouer him,and to keeoc 
him fhort, he was then glad not onely to let loofe the reincs to his head-ftronelf 
fc&ions j bu t euen to lay the bridle in his necke, and fuffer him to runne at lai 
and become a Tutor to himfelfcTo wind vp all in a word,certaine it is,that w «, t 

ther it be for the rcafons formerly alledged,or for fome other,thc impietie of theft 
times farrc furpatfeth all fonner ages : being grownc to that height within thefe 
fiue and twentie yeares, that men make no bones to commit that, which thev 
would then hauc loathed once to hauc fpoken, or entertained in their fecrcteft 
thoughts. As for the vices wherewith our anccftors were inf eflcd,thci e is as oreat 
difference betwecne their dinolurenefle and ours 5 as betwecne thofc who are dif 
pleafed with themfclues for their flips and finnes of infii mitic , and fuch as elorie 

in their widednenTc. For what mould we fay of this agc,whcn yone Princes and 
noble mens fonncs hauc tutors and inftrucWs for blafphcmies and worfe matters 
whichforfliamcl cannot name? But this fhallfuffice tohaue fpoken in Pftierall. 
I will now defcend vnto particulars. fawdii. 

And here fome may haply demaund, what bencfitc a man may reape by fuch 
a difcourfe- To which I anfwer, that the benefit is greater then we may perchance 
imagine, if we confidcr that God Iayes a more hcauie hand vpon vs now, then he 
did m former tunc (as (halite declared hereafter in a feucrall Chapter) that we re- 
membringhisboundleflemercie inthemidftof his iuft judgements, miehtthe 
more be moucd to repentance . Tor here we mail percciuc (if we w 11 noK 
and flatter our felues) that for one plague and puniflmient inflided vpon vs wc 
defciue an hundred : and that whereas he corredteth vs but with rods of men he 
miglKflnuervsinpeec^withhisrodoflron. Befidcs, wearetoholdK 
moft vndoubtcd truth, that it is not without caufe that fo many fearful miles 
and prodigious Uns euen of the Saints are regiftred in holy Sci iffi^SS 

tan,and his implacable hatred again ft mankind,or how he lies in JbXfo?™ 
euei y corner,and watchcth vsat cuery tume.butby fuch ace idZJ?X! 
them who withoutall hopeof reco/ery h^^tt^ftfiS 
And [whence can we better know in what need we ft ml f r" 
hand, then by d,cdayly dangcrswherewith ^M^m^^}^ 
many warning pccccs to admonifhvs toftand • g ° 

cannot be ignorant,that all our hclpe commeth , one! /u 10g u WC 
is none fafcly quarded but he thit k an.rT^ i ?i 7 . abouc ^nd that there 

Angel,, eum X^^S^ hy hc T* y * uard of Gods ^oly 
fo man; alarmcs • ^ fc <™ <^ ouId b ' 
commend our felues more Sy^ Ufa* S VS V *> t0 
ally by humble and hearticpray^ that hc^u ' !? t0 phe hun morc c ^ a ^ 
loofcmcremestoou^^^^ 
in comparand eueS 

^orim P erfe,ion,wehau^ 

fulncife 
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fulnefle vnto God for preferuing vs 'from the Mb : J 5 and to acknowledge withal! 



that we'arc liable to as great>tf norgfeater dangers'.tlow muchimore when we fee 



any that hath foully forgotten himfcffe,and faUeh into any feslffull firinc , to giue 
him thankes for keeping vs from falling into the like : and withall to acknowledge 
that we are made of the fame mould^and that we naue no pattent to be exempted 
from fuch dangers , tut Co long as it (hall pleaie h\m to alftft vs by his grace* and 



keepc vs in his holy feare,reftrainihg'the rage Of thie diuell our deadly eiicmie^that 
though he afiaile vs, yet he may rtd't" preuaile agaihft vs . Now then if this prefent 
difcourfc fliew cuidently that this deadly cnehiy of mankind hath doubled his 
forces in thelc latter dayes,ought it riot ftii re vs vp to greater vigilancie and watch- 



fulnefTeouer our hearts and liues,to ; ftand vpon Our guard, and toai me our (elues 
at all points with the complete armour of the Spirit? Vice(we know) was cuer pu- 

niflied in all ages and religions. But where the heathen refpe<fted onely exemplary 
puni(hment,in doing open executibrt vpon malefactors, that others might heare 
and feare, and deale no more prefumptuoufly: Chriftians hauc gone a ftep fur- 
ther,and hauc had a deeper infight thereinto , viz. that thofc that would not be 
kept in compalTe by the feare ofGod,mould be kept in order and aweby the feare 
of man j I meane by feare of punifliment which the* law hath appointed to be in- 
flicted vpon them according to the nature arid qualitie of theiroffence . For the 

heathen Poet (aid long ago, 

oderunt pec care boni *uirtutis aw ore ^ : 

Odtrtint feccare malt form >i dine pan** 

That is, 

T he good for verPtts hue front ill refrain^ 
The ill refraine from ill for feare ofpaine. 

Whercunto Chriftians alfo accord, (aue that they deliuer it in other tcrmes,when 
they fay ,that the rcafon why the godly do not powre themfclues forth intoplea- 
fure, and let loofe the reines to their lufts , is becaufc they hauc the feare of God 
continually before their eyes. Feare (I fay) proceeding from a loue truly filiall,and 
no way feruile ; as the good child fcarcth to offend his father for the loue he bea- 
rcth him.Morcouer,this benefitc we may reape by this difconrfc,that it will feruc 
vsinfteadofamonitor, to giue vs warning of thofc many Heights and deceits Co 
common and rife in the world* 




CHAP. XII. 

Wherein u declared by how much Whoredome is greater \and more 

notorious at this day J ben euer it was. 

O begin then Where formerly I began (yet not tying my felfe pre 
cifely to the fame method) we heare how mightily (jMenot exclai 
ineth aeainft whoredome comriutted in his time . But if he wer< 



now liuing, neither his exclamations , nor the out-ci ies of his fel- 

b wes (though made with open mouth) would be f iiffic lent. For 

fince it was notorioufly knowne,that the place where the Popes Holineflc makes 
his abode,is thechiefe harbour and hofpitall for whores (I fliould hauc faid Cur- 
tizans) of all countries: he that kept a whore before With fomercmorfeofconfei- 



hthe fhould then furely do a meritorious worke,if he entertained 



G and 
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and that if he kept many , he fliould perforrae workes of fupererogation, : fo that 

many began to kcepe whole difoues of whores, as of horfes . In a word, the new 
and mange punifomcnts inflicted vpon men forfiich filthjncfle, may fufKciently/ 
fliew how that fincc that timc,the moft haue euen plunged themfelucs o, 



and earcs into this pit of whorcdome. For as J?hifitians vfe new and defperate re- 
medies, for defperate and incurable difeafes : fo God hath fent thefc difplein 





dames, the Frcnch-poxe and the Knauc-bald difcafe^and all their trainees a iu 
pumfoment vpon the Age wilfully giuenoucr to all wantonneite ancjvillanie, 
without hope of recouery, to execute his iuft iudgmcnts. The which dpth better 
difepuer the furpafling wickedneffe of thefe times : for as wicked children arc 
hardened by the rod 5 fb men are now fo hardened againft thefc difeafes, which 
not longfince were held fo prodigious,thata man would haue thoughteucn wild 
and J&uage beafts would haue bene tamed thcrby . that in ftcad of ftanding in feare 
of tnem,thcy euen fceke them out,and dare them in their dens. Albeit we daily fee 
the moft frolicke youthes and braueft gallants fooncft rot away by peece-mealej 
and many a Captajne who hath bene anothei Roland in fundi y battels , at length 
to giuc vp his laft breath in theirpawes,hauing long encountered them with many 
potions : and yep for all this in diucrs companics,hc isaccountcd but a daftard a a 
rmIk-fop,and a white liucrd fbuldicr that hath not trauellcd flue or fixe times into 

Sweat Ufidf 'iM he haue bene in danger to lcaue his skin behind him. To conclude, 
men arc now fb hardened with ftripes^nd do fo eagerly purfuc their pleafures in a 
brutifh kind of fcnfualitic, that they arc nothing afraid of the Ftench poxe which 
hath bene in former times, but oncly of thequinteffenceof thepockes, which is 
faid to haue begun within thefc few yearcs. Indced,I well rcmcmber,I was once 

at Padua at CMicbael Faloppio's lecture , where he promifed to fhew his fchollcrs 

the next day, how they might haue their bellies full of whorcdome andlechcrie, 
without any feare of Madame the French podes,or any of her traine. 

2 But ifwe compare this age with the age laft part, wcfhall (no doubt) find that 
in thofc titnes,oncly fimple fornication and adultery were knowne and talked of- * 
fuch (I mcane) as were not inceftuous:and that men made as great confidence to 
defloure a Nunjis the heathen did to defloure a Vejlall virgin, putting as great dif- 
ference betweene the defiling of Veftals and other virgins,as between fimple theft 
and facriledge : whereas now euen thofc who account of Nttnnes as the heathen 
did of their Keftalsjnd thinkc it inccft to defloure them , jrcafe nor to make com- 
mon ftewes of Nunneries. Touching the fccond kind of inceft which Popifh fu- 
pcrftition fiitTcrcd not to be accounted inccft (albeit Gods word hath condem- 
ned it) who fceth not how common it is grownerts there not an Italian proucrbc 
which maketh but a teaft at the inccft of the father with his affianced daughter* 

Whereof I will giue examples when 1 come to fpeakc of Clcargic-mcn : and will 
h 



here onelyaddc this one thing, how that fame in thefc dayesh 
ftrangcinccfts,andalmoft incredible. We readc intheOuecne o 



auc committed 



Quecne of Tiauarres nar- 



rations of one who lying with his mother (thinking he had bine with her gentle- 
woman) had a child by her which was his fiftcrand daughter, and afterwards his 
wire; and fo from one fimple inceft fell into two oiher.though as ignorant thereof 
as he was of rhe former: which happened through his mothers default, prcfumine 
too much of herconftancie ■ . for flie not crediting her gentlcvvomansrepoi t,that 
her fonnc did inticc and foll.citeher tofolly : to the end foe might know the truth, 
went at the time appointed m her roome- where in ftcad of presenting a lefie cuil, 
by this meanes,foe kept her roome fo well (not making her felfe knowne) that foe 



caufed 
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caufed het fonne to fall into that fo horribleand deteftabtea ilnne:who afterwards 
(not knowing nor once fufpe&ing any fuch thing) married her whom he had 
begotten in fuch inceft . But to omit inccfts committed of ignorance , we dayly 
heare of others no lelTe abominable, committed of fet purpofe a and that not by 
Clergy-men oncly (as (hall be fhewed hercafter)but by Lay men alfo.Nay, great 
mens houfes (though otherwife honorable)are generally ftaincd with mceftuous 
manages. Further, what ftiall we fay to thofcof our time,who to go beyond their 
predecefTors in all villanic,are come to this paffcto keepc fchooles of whoredom^ 
and by lafciuious pictures (printed euen at Rome) to reade men a Je&ure,teaching 
them (as it were) by ocular demonftration? If the very heathen did deteft and ab- 
horrc that villaine Elephant* for fuch pictures, what foal we fay of our age, where- 
in men profclTing themfelucs Chriftians, haue taken pleafure in fuch abhomi- 

° a" Asfor fuch as fold their daughters in former timcjwhat ftrange thing did they 
in coparifon of thofe who at this day fel not oncly their daughters,but themfelues 
alfo? And what foall we fay of thofe wittals,who lend,or pawnc^or fell their vviues 
for ready mony < Verily fuch women arc greatly to be pittied : but fomc of them 
(I warrant you) know well enough how to crie quittance with their husbands: 
as foe did who was lent to a yong Cardinall at the Councel of Trent. Vox though 
at the firft foe was as nice as aNunnes hen, and needed grear intreatie to pleafure 
this yonc Prelate, faying, it went againft her confeience to impart that vnto him, 
which ofrioht was due ro none but to her husband : yet her kind heart being per- 
fwaded,at the laft foegaucherconfent, andfound fuch comfort in this Prelates 
firft vifitation,that the next morning foe brought her husband the money which 
was promifed hirmfay tng,Here is the mony which was promifed you for the lone 
of me,but allure your felfe it is a plaine and fimple fale,thercf ore you may do wel 
to prouidc your felfe of another wife } for whereas you would but lend me, I had 
rather to be fold outright,that I may not change fo often rand f o it was concluded. 
Now as there arc fomc women,whofc cafe is to be pittied : fo on the other fide |it 
is great pitie to fee fo me wittals weare homes to their great gi iefc,and yet dare not 
for their earcs complaine to thofe that might redreffe it . For what haue the moft 
of them gotte, who haue fo long fucd to be diuorced from their adulterous wiucs, 
but to be flouted, laughed to fcorne, and pointed at euen by little children, who 
could fay that fuch & iuch caufed thefelues tobe canonized for cuckolds.lndecd I 
rcmeber that a man of worth,after a tedious & importunate fute,was diuorced fro 
his light htifwifc:but by this means foe had that which foe dcfired,for fhe was put 
into a monaftcry,wherc in ftcad of punifoment,foe had oportunuic to follow her 
occupation with greater libcrtie.I haue alfo heard ofone,who complaining ot the 
wron" which his wife offered him, recciucd this anfwer : Why fir, would you be 
more priuiledgcd then fuch a great Lord, a man of fuch valour, who knowes full 
well that his wife makes him cuckold,as well when he is in the Court prc fent with 
her,as when he is in the country abfent from her , and yet dare not fpeake a word 
for feare of cracking his credit? Thus we fee how long cuftome in fin hath fo be- 
reft many at this day of all fenfc of ciuill honcftie,that they make but a icaft at that, 
which their anccftors counted the greatcft croflc and corrafiue m the world : I fay 
their aunccjlors, including the heathen as well as Chriftians . For the Grecian znd 
Romans (we know ) punifoed adultery moft feuerely , following the law of God 

therein. But not to fceke farrc backe nor farre off for examples, wemay mdgeby 

that which befell the high Stuards wife of W^wW«(in the raignc of kinglow 

G 2 the 
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the elcuenth) whether at that time they made but a ieaft of adultery, as they do at 
this day. For he hailing taken his Ladie vpon the fbdainc playing the whore with 
his fteward , firft flue the adulterer before her face, and after pu t her to the (word 
Ukcwife (notwithstanding their children which flieheld in her armcs:)andyet 
was neuer troubled by the King,nor called coram for the matter,albcit flie was de- 
fended of a noble houfe,and of the bloud royall,as fome affirme. Would not fuch 
a fad feeme ftrange at this day < No doubt it would , confidering that the world 
isclcane changed from that it was in former time, and (as it were) turned vp fide 
do wne. For they are now grovvne to this height of impudencie, to make wanton 
fongs of purpofe to embolden and flefhrm** white liucrd fbuIdiers,to violate 
their faith plight to their husbands^ one of which beginneth thus: 

?{e void on pas les hommes 

Fairt vcrtu d' aimer? » 

Et fottes que now fommes, 
Nous le voulons blafmer. 
Ce que leur esl louablc, 
"Horn tournt a dejhonneur, 
Et faute irtexcufable. 
O dure by d' bonne nr. 
Pourquoy nature ftge } ejre. 



That 



honour wanton hue 



With vert ues file t whkh we fondfoolesreproue? 

That which in them defer ues fo (aire a name, 
To vs why fJmid it turnt to mickle blame? 
Hard law of honour t why did nature fage?& 



\ 



This fonglikcwifc (which was common in eucry mans mouth at the Court) 



vpon a rW<w//,r,bcginning thus 



•He void on pad les hommes fe totter fa & lit? 
Et fines que nomfommes, nofdnsfairecela. 

That is,* 

H ow do our gallants fr agger to and fro? 

But f°°l es thatmare y wedarcnotdofo. 

lih^tT? n ° thCr - in ^c 8 ^ rc< l ueft: the ar 8 u »^n^ whereof was the Hccnci- 
hbertKrandimpunmeofadulterie 5 afinncforifeat this day:oneftiaineofthe 



fong is this 



Kyi mi cocu, veux. ttt que ie te die 
Si tu men crois, ne di ta maladie. 
Car ft ta femme vn coup eft defcoh 
Elle vottdra le fire a porte outter 
Eft re cocu n'eft pas mauuaifc chol 
S i autre mal on ne lay prefitppofe] 



That 



Cuckold my friend, if thou wilt me be lien e, 
Neuerexpreffe the thing that gars thee ^rtette 
For tf thy wife be hoivne once for a whore 
She then will iade thee at thine open doore. ' 
It matters not Jo much to wear can home, 

And if it might be free from other sfcome. 



The 
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The conclufion of the fong is this 



ft tu crois cocu eslre vne tache 9 
Garde tot bien at* moins quon ne le fache. 
Lcrcmedee(laquiUscornesportc y 
De les planter ailleurs de mefme forte. 

That is, 

If homes thou deem ft a blemijh to thy brow, 

Sec well that neuer man thy fir row know. 
Homes haue no cure, but when tfy felfe uf^ed, 
To plant thy homes vpon another s head 



\ • 



I am not ignorant that this fweet fong was made in imitation of Ouid-but the cjue- 
ftion is,whcther he being a prophanc Pagan,bc a fufficient warrant for Chriftians 
tooppofe fuch notorious vile villanies to Gods holy commaundements ? And 
which is yet more,he was then accounted no body that could not fing this fong s 
whereas if a man had fung the ten commandements,or one of^WxPfalmes, 
they would haue fung him a long of frying a fagot , and committed him to the 
Loids of she burning chamber. My felfe being in the Court,had mine taxes often 
beaten with a like fong coming out of fome fuch (hop, in which mention is made 
of a certaine Ladie,who perceiuing her felfe to wrinkle and waxe old , greatly la- 
mented her former courfc of life, viz. that flic had bene hon eft, andkepttouch 

with her husband: the fong beginneth thus: 

le plain le temvs de mon florijfant aagc % &c. 

Tnatis, 

I waile the time ofmy once flouring age 
Thus thou feed (gentle Reader) how they incite women to wantonncfle and dal- 
liance, as if they were flacke and backward of them fclu.es, when they are intrcatcd 
to play fuch pageants :thofe I meane efpccially who arc brought vp in all idlcncfle, 
dclicacie and wantonneflc ; for whofc good, thefefongs (containing fuch goodly 
inftt u&ions) were purpofcly made. I omit other, triuiall fongs, many prouerbes, 
as alfo fundiy wanton and effeminate fpceches and geftures, which aime at no- 
thiiv elfe but the corrupting of maids and matron, s. For (to wind vp all in a word) 
there is no deuice fo diuclifh or damnable,but hath bene found out in thefe daics, 
to make vices vertues: which 1 vnderftand efpccially ofwhoredome. And to the 
end thev might throughly corrupt vs,thcy haue ere&cd Priapm his images againe 
with all their traine, in their pleafant gardens; witnefle that of Saint Gcrmatndes 
precox Parufo finely trimmedby an Italian who was owner therofynd who kept 

a brothell houle in it for all commers. What remaines there then to make the vices 
ofthis A'cfofiipcilatiuc, but that it may ouuftrip and go beyond notoncly the 
a"c laft paft,but all others fince the world began * Verily nothing but the modeft 
piduresof PhiUnis and Elephantis. But ham not Italy(l fpeakeit with gi icfr)fut- 
nifhed vs with as bad, or rather with worfe then they ? Yea, and with fome fuch 
as were not heard of beforc:whei in that isliucly prefented to the eye,which who- 
foeucr hath but a fparke of the feare of God in his heart, cannot '.fo much as name 

withour horror.So that we may wel hy.Venimu* ad(umm»:md yet all loo little to 
fet forth the exceeding great wickednes,& fuperfuperlatiue knaucry of thefe times 
in this pa; ticular.For who of all the heathen are more la(ciuious,morc loofly hcen- 
cious and diflblutc in fpeech, or(in a word)n\orc deadly enemies to cbaftity ,then 

the Poets efpccially the Latin Blcgiacks? r\r\d yet mpcrtim* captam among them 

conlaines of the tike wickedncs(tho«gh not altogetherfo notorious^ he he faith: 
1 G 3 Qt* 
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gtu mantts obfeanas depinxit prima tabdUs, 

Et pofuit cafta turpi a vifa do mo, 
ilia pu el/arum ingenues corrupit o cello s, 

Nequitujg fit* noluit ejfe rudes, 
^yfhgemat in terris ifta qui pro tula arte, 

lurgia fub tacit a condtta Utitia. 

Non if I is otim variabant tedafiguris, 
guum paries mllo crimine picliu crat. 

And as concerning the laft diftich , with what elfe I befceeh you are walles pain- 
ted at this day(being alwayes in the view of children,and thofc of the yongci fort 
who are yet vnder the rod) foue with fuch pictures < Or with what pictures are 
hallcs and chambers garnifhed, faue with tlicfed had thought I had bin at an end- 
but I perceiuc I am yet to begin, in that fundry other offer them lei ues to my pen, 
which haue bene deuifed (at leaftwife pratfifed ) by Chriftians at thefe dayes! 
Notwithstanding I will content my felfe with one other, in companion whereof 
thefe ftatues of Priapiu erected in gardens and others, refembling thofe of Phil* 
nis and Elephantis, may fecme to be but toyes, not to be fpoken of. It is a fine pa- 
geant which was playd at Bloys. when King Hemic the fecond made his entrance 
into that citie,in which they caufed a company of whores (thofe especially whom 
the Italians call Sfaciate) to be ftript naked , and to ride vpon oxen in this modeft 
manner- making this goodly (hew wherefoeuer thcfegallants which followed 
them (pcrformingtheomccofy/^ boeufs) thought good. Morcouer,wc heare 
how CMenot (poorcfoule) exclaimeth againft ccrtaine for making their baudic 
bargaines in Churches. But what would he fay to thofe that commit whoredome 
in Chappcls , taking all their Saints of both fexes there prefent for witnefles 
Which wanton and wicked dcaling 5 thc Lord (no doubt) fuffrrcrh in judgement 
to the end that thofe places which haue benefo long time fpiriruall brothel houfes 
for men to commit fpintuall fornication in,fliou!d bealfo reall brothell houfes c- 
uen ftcwes and flics of finne, where they might defile themfelues by bodily pol. 
lution. Andwhatwoudhefay(trowwe)ofanothcrprof l ncpra^ 
ftrangc.viz.of fuch as apply the holy Scripture,and fentences of the auncient Do- 
clors to their baudy and beamy fongs? as we fee in thefe verfes ; 

Saintt Auguftin infruifant vne Dame, 
L >// que I "amour eU Tame den op tame: 
Et que lafoy, tant foit con ft ante & forte, 
S ansferme amour efi inutile ejr morte. 

Saincl Bernard fait vne longue homdie 

0uilbenittouslcsc«ursqu amour lie. ' 
Etfaintt Ambroife en fan vne autre expreffe 
Ou il m audit ceux qui font fans maiflrcfle. * 
Etde Lyra la dejjus nous reconte 
£ue qui plus aime^plus haut au cidmonte. 

Celusqusffeutfofecretsdefenmaiftre, 
l>it que I a imam damne ne fauroit efi re. 

Etditbienptus/eDoc7eurScraphique 
Sue qui point naime , efi pire quheretique. 



Pwce qu amour eft feu pur ejr celesle 
£»i ne cr aim point qu autre feu le mo left 



Et 
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* * 

eft pourquoi (comme dtt faintt Grcgoirc) 



* * 
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Vn aimantjait ict Jon Purgatonv, 

That is, 

Auftincinftruciingadeutyter pan 

Sayes, Lout thejouleisofiufkulfigjouley • j 
A n d faith how euer fir me and refolute, 
Withouten loue y all bofftfejje is and dead. 
And Bernard mites a longfome homily , 
hlefting allheartsyboundmth chaines ofk 
And Ambrofe writes another not vnltke, 
Cenfuringallthatdoamifiriswant. 

Whereon Lyranus in his learned glojje, 
Saycs,more we loue,the nearer we afpirt 
To heauens height. And he that inlte knew 
Ws milirisfecret thewes, could boldly fay, 
The man that loues,can neuer damned be* 
And that Seraphiquc Doflor welldefims 

Who hues not's worfe then an heretidte. 
And for loue is a pure celeftiall fire, 
That cannot be by other fires annoy d: 
Wifely concludeth hence Saint Gregorie, 
That louers here do frit in Pur gator it* 



- ' * 



- • 
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r 
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The conclufion is this 



* • 



Vtylle de nous ne foit donques ft dure 
'eUerefiflealafamtieEfiriture: . 

puis quon la voidd e ce propos remplie^ 
gue pour aimer, laLoi eft accomplte. 

That is, . 
Let non fo hardie be to dare oppofe ' 
The facredwrit-whofeeuery page auowes 

The law by lout fulfild • # ' 

See here the brazen faced impudencic of thefe mifcrable mifarcants, thus fhame- 
fully prophaning the holy Scripture,in making it ferue them as their bawd. A far 
fouler fad then that whereof UW«/#complaineth, when he exclaimeth againft 
ccrtaine letchers for making their baudie bargaines in Churches. It is true indeed 
(may fbme fay ) but it haply neuer came to their eares that had cither wit in their 
heads to percciue the impicric that lay masked vh^er this vizard 5 or authoriitic in 
their hands to punifh thofc that fung it. To which I anrwer > tha't there was neuer 
fong in fuch requeft,or which better plcafed,efpecially thofe kind bf men. Others 



there are who haue vfed fentences of Scripture,as namely ccrtaine verfes taken 



PfalmeSjin their wanton ballads and lalcibious fbnas. For it is not of late 
time (as we know) that they tookc this libertie to make themfelues merry i by v- 
fing the Scripture phrafe tograceaconceitoraieaft. But vVe fhall haue fitteroc- 
cafionto fpeakc hereof in the Chapter ofbUfphemiesXct this now fuffictf for -Me- 



P» 



4 M orcouer, thefe Preachers crieout with might and maine againft the bawds 
of their timcrand cMenot hath a bout with the Lords of the Parliament for letting 
them their houfcs 5 being horne'mad with thetri for ciuing their helping hand, or 
fhewing any countenance to fuch wicked wretches. But what would he fay(may 
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wc thinke) of thofe, who for their good andfaithfull feruice in making baudy bar- 
gaincs,haue bene in fuch fiuour with Princcs,that they hauenot ftucke to beftow 
caftles^bencficesjofficesiand great dignities vpon them? Witneffe a Bifhop,who 
bragged in my hearing, that whereas men in times part came to great preferment 



by their learning, and by being good Latinifts, he for his part vnderftood not a 
word of Latinc,but onely pajjelatine^ bv meanes whereof he was aduanccd to that 
dignirie.This hispajfelatw was(as moft would confeffe,ifI fliould name him) the 
office ofa bawd, although he made no brags thereof. 




CHAP. XIII. 

Of Stymie, and the finne againft nature, com* 

mitted at this day. 

Orcouer, if there were nothing elfe but fuch fwinifli Sodomie as is 
comittcd at this daylight we not iuftly tcrme this age the paragon 
of abhormnable wickednefTc? The heathen (I confefle) were much 
addided to this vice.-but can it be fliewed that it wascuer accounted 
among Christians as a venue? Yet fome in thefe daies hauc not only 
accounted it a vertuc but alfo written in commendation ofit,and pubHuVd their 

]^«lw^ V ^^^ Forwc «^ynotforgethowthat/^ 

th«£l £Z^ writ a book! in Italian rime, 

wherein he fings forth a thoufand praifes in commendation of this finne . which 
good Chriftians cannot fo much as thinkc of without horrour : calling it /among 

mcyby one Tmanus Nanuses they who copied it out do teftifie. The author of 
which worthy work, was the man to whom I Mk^cmJ^^LT^ 
fes whilcft I was at Veniu -.Butl proteft,! committed that fault befoic I knew 1 im 
to be fuch a monftcr. And when I was aduertifed thereof it was XcaH 'and £ 
couery. But to rcturne to this fo foule and infamous a S^Th^T^^ 
hat gentlemen,vvho before they trauelied into Italy abhorred he 
it, mould after they hauc continued there a time de li>hr th,lcUZ y P ? 

mmms 



^^saJ^^^^fi f0 " nc to u P °P e the third. This 

from the Popifh i^et^^S^J 5* hC r mi S ht "^degenerate 

rible and helU STSSSXtM ~ f ° W hor ' 
notonclyforget theiuX™"^ that he did 



onely forget the iudgements 0 f i&pS Sffl 



had 
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had of his good name -(at .lead with fuch as make noconfeience to giuo^hem- 
fclues tofiich villanie.) Nay (which is more) he did not onely forget that hewas 
a man, but cuen the dayly danger of dearii it fclfc , whereof bruite beafts do ftand 
in fcare . For not content to latiatc hi slawlefle luft with innumerable perfons of 
all forts,fexes and degrees, he went a wooing at the laft to a yong man,called co{- 
nrns Cheritu then Bifliop of-F<iw:andperceiuingthathccouldnototherwi(e haue 
his pleafurc of him , and vvorke nun tohis will , he caufed his men to hold him. 
Shortly after which faft, he recciucd the reward due tofiich mortfters : and as he 
had led a wicked and fliamefull life , fo they made for him fo infamous and villa- 
nous an Epitaph, that the Reader had need of a pomander in his pocket, or fome 
prefcruatiuc, leaft his ftomacke fliould rife at the reading thereof. 

3 Concerning beftialitie y or the finne againft nature (which was eucr more 
common among fhepheards then others) who folift to make enquirie into the 
examples of later times , (hall find as great (tore of them as of thereft . But if any 
delirc examples of frehVr mcmory^et him go to the Italian fbuldicrs oKthc camp 

that would haue beleaguered Lyons , during the ciuill wan es, andaskc them what 
they did with their goates . Notwithstanding an accident happened in our time 
farre more ftrange then any that can bcallcdgcd in this kind, of a woman burned 
at Thottloufc (about feuen and twenty ycarcs ago)for proftiruting her (elf to adog, 
which was alfo burned with her for company : which I account a moft ftrange 
fact,confidcring her fexc. Now this finne I call the finne againft nature^ hailing re- 
fpecl: rather to the common vfe and phrafe of fpeech , then to the proper fignifi- 

cation of the word, according to which,Sodomic is as well a finne againft nature 

as beftialitie . But not to enter into a warfare of words , let this fumee,that bruite 

beaftsdocondemnevs herein. 1 >' 

4 Now albeit the former example be very ftrange, yet we hauc here ano- 
ther farre more ftrange (though not altogether to wicked) committed about thir- 
tie yearesago by a maide borne at Fountains (betweene 2?/<wand Kpntoraritin) 

who hauing difguifed her felfc like a man,ferucd as an hoftlcr at an Inne in the fub- 



urbesof Foy for the fpacc of feuen ycares, and afterwards maried a maide of the 
townc , with whom flic accompanied for the fpace of two yeares or thereabout, 

attempting much, but effecting nothing : after which time her cofinagc and kna- 
uery in counterfeiting the office of a husband being difcoucred , flic was appre- 
hended, and hauing confeffed the faft,was burned . By which examples we fee 
that our Age may well boaft, that (notwithftanding the vices of former times) it 
hath fome proper and peculiar to it fclfc. For this facl: of hers, hath nothing com- 
mon with that which was practifed by thofe famous (trumpets, who in old time 
were called T ribades. 
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CHAP. XIIII. 
Of blafyhemies and execrations vfed at this day. 

Come now to intreatc of blafphcmies; in handling whereof,! wil 
obferue no other method then that which offereth it fclfe to my 
memory, as it fliall furnifli me with examples . Firft then, what 
would the iolly Preachers, Oliuer Mailtard, Menot and Barelete fay 

(may we thinke) if they fliould rcturne backe into their countries 

againe, 
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asaine, to ice the diuelifli demeanour of thefe wicked wretches, & to hearc them 
blifphcme,renouncc,and reneiguc God in fuch fearful! manner? Or what would 
holy King Lewis by, if he were now liuing < Where might he find tormentors 
enow to pierce and cut out blafphcmous tongues 5 except blafphcmers mould 
butcher one another < And what would they fay (trow we) if they mould hearc 
this proucrbe, or prouerbiall comparifon from the mouth of euery paifant , He 

fweareth like a gentleman? (futable to that we mentioned before s It is not fortviL 
Uineto renounce God) : or if they fliould hearc the common fort fay , He frcareth 
lite an Abbot ..ox He fweareth Itke a carterivtoviW they not wonder to heare fo many 
ol' the fc tikes ?1 make no qucftion but they wold. Yet Iperfvvade my felf rhcy wold 
wonder much more,if they fliould fee how gentlemen and noblemen (be it fpo* 
ken without difparagemcnt to true gentry and nobilitie,which makes ciuilitie and 
pietie the two moulds whercinthey frame their anions) rather teach their chil- 
dren to fay,/ renounce Godjhen lbeleeuein GW.Doubtlefle if good King Zrtwhad 
heard fuch blafphcmies , he would haue thought himfelfe among the infcrnall 
fiends in i the very £ottome of hell . And he would (no doubt) much more hauc 
abhorred it, if he fliould haue feene y ong Princes hauc tutors for blafphcmies (as 
for fome good and commendable fcience) to teach them to vary, chance, and du 
uerfifie them euery way to pronounce them with their right accents, and to ani- 
mate them with like audacirie,without either hicke or hem 

in Is I mi & h J; hcre ft™ h °w weoutftrip and go beyond our aunccftors^ well 

LnnrfnfW? ™? ' 1 "TV** om ^ in bIar P hc ™g> but in the forme a nd 
£ , ™f hemic > or «*f form « ™« manners, they being almoft infinite 
Bu « fliall fuffice to giuc a taft hereof in a word or two, and to flL ho w befid« 
old and new blafphcm.es,brcd and borne (as I may fay ) in our nahu "foiL rhS 
haue made a hotchpotch of them with ^toLSSS^S^ th% 
done were not fumcient to incenfe the maieitie of God, and ^S^Z 
fcarfull iiidgcmcnts. But not to infift vpon thefe there \rr P k • 

the Italian tongue fo fearfull,horrible andh deous that ZvZ ^ hcmcsm 

I omit rmJkcHHJ^tJt^^^l W,ll] l m not f0 
pence his lo(Tc with curfm» an fe S' * S °°. d <° rccom- 

Aelibflperfwademyfflft S^^^Tf "^ 6d,anicfc '» 

; heconianded hi £a nlSSto r , he °*« could 

nil he tad better Iucke. Thiso„;«,3„Tri. a . nd toho,don ^8«cious talke. 



pic (if there were no other) were fuffi 



to 
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to condemnc our Af,e of greater outrage then all theformer . Howbeit they arc 

fo plcntieythat they arc nothing daintee : for as fame deuifed this new knackc of 

knauery,fo others imtctftal othcrs^a* hereafter flaatfbe flicwed. , 

4 fcirit then whereas our Anccftore did onely impart the honour of God to 
their men arid women Saints (as thcyterme thcm,)fUch hath bene the audacious 
impieueof the Gnathonicall flatterers of this Age, that they hauc made no con- 
fcicncc to ftile Princes with the titles of Gods diuinc Attributes , as namely with 

that of id oft [acred Maiefiie. And as the heathen (tiled their Emperor Diuus Cafan 
fo haue they ftyled Emperours and Kings in thciednyes. Nay, fome are come to 
this paftc r to call a mbrtall man not onely Our holy Father , but Oar God on earth. 
And (as one vice draweth on another) they haue further applied fundry things 
fpoken of the ctcrnall God in holy writ,to mortal! men, and hauc honored them 
with like titles rwherofl could alledge manifold examples;if my occalions would 
pennit:but I will content my (cite rbrtheprcfent with thefe two, Sub umbra 1 ala- 
rum tuarum protege me\or jperabo. And,2Vjw eft abbrtuiata mamts Domini: which I 

remember I haue often heard thus applied .The laft time 1 heard them,wasfrom a 
Lawyers mouth, pleading 



5 



Yet they reft not here: tor they are come now at the laft to apply fundry 



of Scripture to the praife of lacke and Gilt, men and women of all forts and 
conditions,tagand rag. And as they haue applied fome Scriptures in commenda- 
tion of thole whom they honored- fo haue they applied others to the ditgrace and 
defamation of thofe whom they maligned: wherein M.Pafquin had a notable fa- 
cultie. And verily it is not vnlike,but that this inuention came firft from him: and 
that thofe who in the raignc of King Francis the firft, girded at the Lords and La- 
dies of the Court,with quips and taunts borrowed from Scripture , were trained 

vpinhisfchoole. 

6 But the wickedncflb of the damned crue hath bene farre greatcr.-of which 
fort,this Age hath had and hath many eucn at this day . For not fo much as pot- 
companions,but can apply the Scripture ro their drunkenncfle, and bcalch them 



filthy 



how they were wont to fay 



euery glaiTc of wine they tippled off : Cor mundum crea in me Deus, & (j> 



ft/im innoua in vifceribws 



And when they would fignifie in their drunkc 



euibbi id^c,that fome wine was better then othc rfomc, and that it was the righ 



they would (ay, Hie eft 



And when there is no more liquor in the pot, 



your mcalc-mouthcd Monkes vfc this Allegoiicall fpecch as wel as their fellow 



obis de olco vejiro , quia lampades noftrx extinguuntttr 



A 



fpeaking of Monkes, the Abbot of Iofaphat by Cbartres comes to my mind , who 

wasoncbfthegreateftvpholdcrsofgod BaeebusiXYAs Prelate being asked on a 
time how he could drinkc fo much, and in what fchoole he had learned that libe- 
ral fcicnce:to fliew that he had read,at leaftwifc had heard fome thing of the Scri- 
pture, allcdged t! 'efe words out of the Pfalmift, s noftri annuntiauerunt nobif. 
But what (peake I of drunkards Not fo much as pockie villaines, but vvould (as 
thev were (wcatinsioutthe pockes) apply the Scripture to their difcafe,in faying, 



bit fair it its eius y & fluent acf 



But this is yet applied more abfurdly 



1 remember alfo what one at Paris (aid 



mother was dead, and he bad gotten all her goods into his hands, $uafi nubes plu- 
uiein tempore ficcitatis : which he lcarnccr(I take it) of fome feoffing Skoggins,as 
honcft men as himfelfe. And do not good fellows eucr fcanone make themfelucs 



pifcopatunpdeftdcratjbomtm opus defidt 



in 
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in laying , Si quit Epiftopatum defiderat bonum y opus defiderat ? To be fhortj they 
thinkc thataieaft is notvvortha rufh,exceptit befeafoned with thcfaltof the fan! 
fluary : as the Abbot who fpeaking of the drie dimmer, when the grapes were 
diicd vp,and(as itwere)rofted with the hcatc of the Sunnc, faid, Spiritm viutrat 
inrotu. Nay ,thefe wicked bIafphcmers,andprophaneabufers of Scripture, haue 
not fparcd their owne MaiTc . For when on e is hanged , they fay. Sur sum corda- 
when a man takcth the cup to drinke, guiafm eft. 
7 Hitherto I haue faid nothing of thofe varlets who fo notorioufly abufc this 

Scnpru xtfalum cwli Dommojerram autededit fity bemmm The heauens ofheauem 
*"th'UrdsJ>utthecarti 

Gods prouidence , whereby he rulcth all things according to his good plcafure- 
which I omitted not through forgctfulncs, but for that the abufe and profanation 
thereof* more auncient then this Age ; yet qucftionleffe the contemners of God 
blafphemers of hu ; Sonne.villanizers of his Saints, {corners of his faufa- who do 
now (as it were) flueld I and fliroud thcmfelues and their Adieif me vnder thefe 
words,asvnder^h IS buckler, arccofin-germaines to thofe of thedamned 
cruc, who m the time of the forefaid Preachers were wont to fay, La GodkeZhU 

the frft occaflon of this falfe interpretation, which iceffing Atheifts applied after 

Ztr T °vn P Z tp0k : 35 ° Ur ""^ ^° ^ronioufly ttnS 
this place m the Vkhm^Cumpetuerfo Peruerteru-thmuoh ionn M ni ; ? P 

whereas ^ftwcomp ainedonclvofthcniorhnnwiAn ^T-i. M " c " ,ew «"™» 

'who made their bawd c Iwstfncs ih d em L , „^ ^ lurches by panders 
andgricnous complaint,inC.?hey S fcS^^F'Pl?™** 
of wickedneffc and pro. i»ious S 2 ,M*1- f bmd ' 3 thin S as ful > 

Icrated amons; OnSfXia^T^ C0Cr W3S ' Kard a '^ d t0 '- 
thebounds oiWh. k b T'' " wuW no * P«* 

much honcflcr men they were X riftct C S f * ^ 
anger the aduerfaries of the R, , niflr re S bco „ rl> f °!,'- S '" ' W ' to 

■ng of the Pfikntt/ter frfc tfwXIfleSS 7 P v V ? d ' CC wi * thc fy* 
W W, : abufing it of purp iZZ', f \' Ler i* ,h ° >*><>> he Jen 

tenant Preachers were >vo„T S ^ '""^ '" r " ,ac ™" 

their Sermons. P " God ln ,hls "Mnncr.in the beginning of 

manner they mocked our Sauiour and fiM / 1? T.n Go % Vhen in fcoffing 

W, A* For the dueS o t&t"^' ''I f*" "~ ^ 

hgton enafliine their teeth, as often X I "V ™ e * ,,CS0 ' ,ht 'K°n>ane 

had them on the h p,coti!d not connim- Km i j / W htn tl,c V tl,0 »8ht thev 
« nmv this n^l^igsW *«» ind faytwher^ 



f( 
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i^^^S^' we * find this « 

F °'»h'hp"rcemyi„ mrdpartt 
™»>f*ngstobeabh6rd: 



When 



CHAPTER XIIIL n 

When they crie out with ftubbumt hems 



where is thy God thy Lord? 



• • • 1 t 



And in another place 



* t * ^ 



Why jhould the heathen (cornet i f*y, 
where is their God become? 1 



* > w 

f ■ 



Both which blafphemies are much more tolicrablc then the former , and that for 

fundry reafons, 

9 Moreouer, we fliall find the blafphemies whereby they fcofFe and fcorne, 
deride and mock at the worfhip of God and true wligion far more abhominablc 
then the wickedeft blafphemies of the prophartcft Pagans in the earth. And verily 
1 doubt whether thc internall fiends can adde anything thereto. And yet there arc 
none more welcome to moft courtiers then fuch companions , as being defirous 
to be inftru&ed by them, thinking it neceflary ^lius to bequalified,that they may 
be thought throughly accomplifhed irt court-like behauiour :is if the way for a 
man to braue it out with flouts and frumpes,wcre to begin with God? Now blaf- 

hcmeis are of two forts : fome arc flat AthetHs. who by an Antipbrafts will needs 




_ c called Deifts (forfooth) in fpite of all that fpcakp agamft it : and verily I dare 
giue my word for them,that they are ho hy pocrites,but fpeake as they thinke. O- 
thcrs notwithftanding the gnawing worme of an accufing confidence, couterfet 



be Atheifts. And whereas lome Atheifls confciTe that they are much 
gricued,becaufe they cannot beleeue that there is a'Godj thefe contrarily are halfc 
mad at themfclues,becaufe they cannot obliterate this principle and perfwafioti 
out of their minds rand for that their confidence doth chcckc them when they do- 
me his holy prouidence . The Italian Lord,who leauing his countrey todwell in 
France, and died in the wanes of a piftel (hot, may well be the ring-leader of the 
dance; for whereas others (now ready to giue vptheghoft) commended them- 



felues to God • he defired his friends that came to vifit him, that they would com 
mend him to the King, and tell him that he had loft a good feruant. He often ac- 
knowledged (as I heard it reported by his owne familiars) that he defired to be- 
leeue in God,as others did, but that he could not . And yet for all this his great de- 
fire, it was his only delight to belch out fuch fearfull blafphemies againft God and 

his holy truth,that thofe of Julian the Apellate may (in coparifon) leeme to be but 

fmall. For (to omit fundry of his other gracious fpeeches) he was not afhamcd to 
fay , that God dealt vniuftly when he condemned mankind fora peece of an apple: 
and that he had learned nothing in the new Teftamet,butthat/^/Awasafimple 
fellow in that he was not iealous of his wife,himfelf being fo old,and fhe fo yong. 
Thus much for the firft kind. Ofthe fecond fort of Atheipfttho by reafon of thc 
fting of conference wherewith they are fb di(quieted,are conftraincd to acknow- 
ledge a diuine power and prouidence,we haue fundry examples: for thofe Cour- 
tiers, who in the raigne of the French King Henry the fecond $ faid, T heyheUeued 
in God>atthcK'wghekeucd^ hntifheheleeuedmtin htm ^netther would 'they : areby 
their owne confelfion to be regiftred in this roll . But where fhall wcplace thofe 
vile varlets who (liame not to fay, They beleeue in the King and the ^ueenemother^ 
and know none other beleefi?\m\y it puts me to a plunge to inuent a name anfwe- 
rable to their nature: I meane a wordfufficiently emphatical to exprefle their wic- 
kednes.But for want of a better they may not vnfitly becalled thrift accurfed dam* 

nedi^ttheift. 

io I come now to thofe hcl-hounds of thedamned crue, who not content 

to belch out their blafphemies amon g their males (companions like themfelues) 

H or 
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or in prcfencc of thofe whom they would gladly angcr,by fwcaring an d blafphc- 

ming j nor to furnifti the table at great leafts and merry meetings with them, 
f where they pafle for currant vnder the name of icafts and pleafant conceits) dp 
further (ct them forth in print, that all the world may take notice of them . Who 
knoweth not that this age hath reuiued £«/w*againe>in the.pci fbn of Francis Ra~ 
&/<w,making a mock of ill religion in fcis diuelifli diicourfes f or what t a praphane 

Scoggin Bonaueniure dts P enters was in deriding of God < and what pregnant 

prooies he hath giuen hereof inhisworthy>otke?Thcinaike (we know) which 
thefe varlcts aimed at, was outwardly indeed to make as though they , would but 

driueaway meIancholikcdumps,and pafleaway the rime wi$h plea/ant jifcour/e. 
But indeed and truth to infinuate themfelues by varietie of icaffc and quips,which 
they caft forth againft the ignorance of our forefathers (which was the caufc they 
fuffered themfelues to beabufed , and as it were led by the nofe by fupcrrtitious 
Pricfts)andby ^mmcm^s A tetter despicrreseff nope iar dm (as it ii inrhc French 
prouerbc) that is,to mock and gird eucn at Chriftian religion it Idfc.For after di- 
ligent pcrufing of their difcourfes , it will eafily appear? , that it was their mainc 
drinyhconely markeand fcope which they aimed at,to teach the Readers of their 
bookes,to become as honed men as themfelues : that is,to bcleeue in God, and to 

beperfwaded of hisprouidence nootherwife then wicked Lucretius • that 

whatfoeucra man bclceueth,hcbelccueih in vainc: that whatfocuci we rcade in 

Scripture of cternall life,is written for no other end but to bufie Ample idiots and 
to feede them with vainc hope : that all thrcatnings concerning hell and the Jaft 
iudeement denounced in the word,arc nothing but meerebugs jikc thofe where- 
with wc terrific yong children , making them afraid of the fcyry s hob eobline or 
bul-bcggcr : in a word, that all religions were forged and framed by the braine of 
man. And I fcare mc fuch maftcrs haue but too many fcholleis at tin's day, rea- 
dic to liftcn to fuch inft ructions. For fomc there be who arc not as yet plaine A- 
theifts, butonely inclining that way, whodealc with the knowledge they haue 
of God, as fickc men do with the licence of Phifitians. For as fickc patic ntsmot- 
withftanding they haue rcblucd to eate and drinkc what themfelues think good, 
and not what the Phifitian fliaU prefcribe, importune him to difpence with them 
againfthisprecript^orfuchandfuch it wou ,|, do ' tIlcm 

good or leffe huit when they haue once obtained fuch a licence : fo is there a ge- 
neration of monfters rather then of men, who notwith Handing they haue refol- 
ded to go on in their wicked 1 courfes,though their confidences e LlitCi«2r 

thereof : and therefore labour by all meancs to extinguilh ,«dS? aH fife 

fo much the more harder to be cfpied, by K Ith t^ I * ° G ° d s * in & 
with merry conceits,deli g hting and tSng he" a c tS T W °! ,Cr 
fearc to go aftray out of the right way vX^in^ 
nifhed to" bewareof fuch hungers. aCSS 
Pitied, confirlrrino th «, Ail ^ I r. 1 ca m,lclI Miey arc the IcfTe to be 



pitied, confideringtheyfaUnotintofuchte 
tangle themfelues therein. rcs 5 but voluntarily 



But 



CHAPTER XIIIL 7* 

1 1 But what (hall we fay of PoplmA fuch like fcribling companions? Verily 
I know not what conceit others may haue of them; for mine owne part(to fpeake 
that which I haue often faid) fince I was acquainted with Popls braine-ficke blas- 
phemies partlf from his owne mouth, and partly by his writings , and had fecne 
fo many filly foules deluded and bewitched by them :I haue not a little wondered 
why any man mould maruell that Mahomet could win fo many countries & Icing- 
domes to his fond fancies,and doting dreames * For is it not much more ftrange 
that Wtllo Pop /preaching in the face of the Vniuerfltieof Paris (about thirtecne 
ycaresago) that an old beldame (whom he called his mother Uane) (liould faue 
all women,as Chrift did all men ,(hould find fo many difciples 5 then that Mahomet 
(liould make the world beleeue that men oncly went to heauen,nnd not women? 
I f Popl had preached fuch fooleries, 1 fay not to the citizens of Paris , but to the 
fimpleft fots otAuuergne or the rudeft K&rmans: not to learned men , but to filly* 
idiots, which could fcarce tell their fingers: not fince thetrafh and trinkets of Po- 
pifli trumperies weredifcouered , but whileft the darkneflc of ignorance and fin 

perdition was more groflTe and palpable then that of ^Egypt (which a man might 

haue felt (as it were) with his finger ) yet might we well wonder how euer it was 
poffible that fuch diuelifli doctrine mould find entertainment. How much more 
then,that itfhould notonelybe entertained,butH^Myeitecmed, efpccially in 
that citic which hath this long time bragged, and doth cuen»at this prefent, to be 
the flowci of all Fr4w*,and the oncly paragon for matter of true riches , fuch as 
arts and fciences are . But fome may here haply reply; and fay,that though many 
went to heare him in fuch multitudes, that for the ver^ throng & preflc of people 
they were in danger to be fmothercd : yet is it not probable he fhould haue any 
difciplcs or followers, except fome of the fimpler fort . To which I anfwer (and 
that confidently ,asknowing it to be a moft ccrtaine truth) that he gaue fuch a re- 
lifli to his words , that he made many men otherwife learned and wifc,to fauoUr 
them, who before they had heard him, fcorned and derided them as the fon 
deft impictie and foolimeft foppery in the world . Further, this wicked wretch 
not contentto vtter thefc his monftrous blafphemies in priuate to fuch as reforted 
to him , hath fct them forth in print , and therefore is in the number of thofe of 
whom we now fpeake. Ho wbeit I cannot well tell whether a man may find in any 
of his bookes ccrtaine fpeeches which he vttered in the Realte at Venice in my hea- 
ring, and in the hearing of fiindry others, viz. that if a man would haue a perfect 
& abfolutc religion indced.hc muft compound it of Chriftian religionjudaizme, 
and Turcizmc:and that there were many excellent points of doclrine in thco*/. 
corantf they were well confidered . Who will not rtoW confetTe that our age fur- 
pafTcth all the formcr,as wel in blafphemies as in other villanics? {blafthmits 1 fay, 
not proceed ing of ignoranccas in former time, but of a cankred mal icious mind 
againft theknown truth.)Howcan thisbe,may fome lay ^Though the argument 
in hand will not permit mc to giuea reafon hereof ; yct thus much I will fay by the 
way,that it is,becaufe the diucll feeing himfclfe more hotly and furioufly aflaultcd 
now' then before,providcs himfelfeof more furious fouldiers to giue thcrepulfe* 
For whileft blindneffe and ignorance raigned far and wide in the world,and that 
his former forces were fufficient,he needed no fuch fuccour and fupply as now he 
doth 5 being dnyly weakened by the loffe of his ftrongeft holds. 

12 I proceed to another Worfhipfull writef,who thinking his pennie as good 
filucr,and his blafphemies as worthy to be regiftred as thebeft,hath fet them for* 
in mint : and 1 fliall defire him not to take offence if I prefume to rtarift him/ee-- 
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ing himfelfc thought it not amiffe to fct his name to his bookc,though full fraught 
with fuch fcarfull blafphcmics : the title whereof is this, The inuincib/e tower of wo- 

mens cbailiiie,\vrttun by Frances dc Dillon, Secretary^ printed at Paris Anno 

turn primlegio Regio . And not content with this flourifhing title f he hath fct his 

hand and maike to eucry copic, ashis verfes to the Reader in the beginning of his 
bookc may tcftiftc: a thing (I take it) ncucr done by any bcforc.Howbcit his bla£ 
phonics arc not once to be compared with theft* laft fpoken of,but with thofe ra- 
ther mentioned in the beginning of this Chapter, where I hauc mewed how the 
audacious impietic of fawning flatterers and peftilent patafitcs was come to this, 
to apply the diuinc attributes and fundry fcntcnccs,fpokcn of God in holy Scrip. 
turc,to mortall men . But I will here fct downc his blafphcmous words , leauing 
them to the Readers difcrction to place them as they defcruc. He therefore inten- 
ding to flicw that there isanabfolutc conformiric in all points betwecne the Pro- 
phets of God (who were pen-men of holy Scripture) and the French Kings' Se- 
crctaries,faith,/i/..2^. At and before the commingof the Sonne of God , he ap- 
pointed other Secretaries (which may be called his Cleat kes, as be ing chofen by 
him,or regiftred in thebookeof his diuinc prouidence) which jn fpeciall manner 
were called Prophets, vt%fcwhich the name Secretary is comprehended : all of 
them depending vpon hiiftfapd hisbeloued Chancellor, who was then tocome, 
but now is come. And in that roll thus framed in theheaucnly mind, they were 
wrollcd and regiftred vndcr the higheftmaieftie, in the fame manner that other 
Secretaries arc regiftred ,jn the French Kings roll, himfelfc bcinq firft,andhis 
Chancellor next . And a -little after % as iMofes is placed in the diuinc rcgiftcr 
in the third place as pownan and great ^adtancier of Gods word : fo my 
Lord liuraut Secretary andgrcaMW/«fWAr of Frances is the third in the Kings. 
And fomcwhat after^ likcynto lojhuab who fuccccdcd CMofes, is the Sccrc- 
" ' ' * / '. 'lie/c Baron of the Exchcqucr,rcfemblcs the Prophet 
lojhuab in fundry things. Agajnc,to lojhuab fucceeded the Prophet and Secretary 
Samuel, borne of an old and barren woman, long before his natiuitic confed- 
erated vnto God 3 an honeft, vpright,and fincerc good man, mort content with 
us ownc eftate, who lined till lie was very old .-like vnto whom £w principal! 
Secretary to the King 5 and ancicntcft of the. , , afris reared in the Kines records 
in a higher rankc then any of the reft ,as Samuel was m Gods ,w!io as,&c And be' 
ginning afterwards to difcom fc of fenen other Prophets, he faith, As F.fdras was 

yifited by the fpeciall grace of God : fo the mightie /' lor in, ond Roberta «lias d'l 
fo, was yifited in his bed by Francis the French King his Lord and ma fter. And 
ftraight after he addeth .among the Prophets and pen-men of Scripture, the foure 
great Prophets arc to be numbred , by whom thofe famous nota. es the foure £ 
uangc hfts arc figure d v,z./% or oitattbew, Uremic or unart Kzcchiel S 
Darnel or lob»,*s Gods Secretaries, who fecme to haue had ^«^mpl™J 
then the rcft ; m refcmblancc of the foure fecrctaiies or nonrif, J \J v ■ i r 

is 
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is the goodly inuention of our architect of the inuincible tower,by which he thin- 
keth he hath playd the man,and wonne the field as we (ay . Now let the Reader 
iudee>whether I accufed him wron gfully of blafphemy or not .And verily if he 
would take any counfell, I would aduife him to leauc this diuclifti difcourfe out of 
hisbooke in the next impreffion, left he wrong and (hame many honeft men, 
whomhc(perhaps) thinketh he doth greatly grace,and honour thereby. I would 
further let his maftcrfhip vndcrftand againft the fecond impreffion , that there is 
no fuch Prophet in the Bible as Virdeh but that vsr Dei is (as I may Cay) the Epi- 
thcteor firnameof Seme/a: as when we fay Francit tbefoole,vrc meane not two di- 
ftinft perfons,but one and the lame man, the word foole feruing onely to defcribe 
the faid Francis by his proper Epithe 

1 3 Another kind of blafphemie publifhed in print by thefe goodly authors, 
remaincs yet behind-farre ftranger then the formcr.-fo that he which wii not grant 
any of them tobeproper and peculiar to this age, cannot but confcflTe thatthisa- 
crees vnto it quarto modo (as Logicians fpeake) I meane the manner of tranflating 
vfed by Sebajlian Caption in turning the Bible into French. Vox wheras he fhould 
haue fought out the graueft words and phrafes fitting fo worthy a fubiec*. itis 
plainc that he ftudied forabfurd , bafe and beggerly words* atleaftwife fuch as 
would rather ftir the fpleene,and prouoke the Readers to laughter,then giue them 
light to vndcrftand the meaning of the holy Ghoft. For example,where SMmes 
faith chav.i.V.i^.Otoriaturmi/ericordia aduerfm iudicium y in fteadof tranflating it 
word for word (as others haue done) CWercie glories (or in/kits) ouer iudgement^ 
he turnes it thus, Mifericorde fait la fique a iugement, that is, tMercy bids iud^ement 

Me her taile. Giue me that graue Cato,or fo wer Heraclytud y vt\\o in ftead of weigh- 
in^ or pondering this text offogreatimportance, cankeepe his countenance at 
the firft view of this fo trim a tranflation: and confidering the mecrc malice of the 
tranflator (who hunted after triuiall words taken from the tauerne, of purpofc to 
expofe fuch facred myfteries to fcorne anddcrifion) will not be offended with 
fuch a prophanc fcllow 3 ifhchauebuttheleaft drammeof deuotion orfpatkeof 
zeale in his heart. The like hohath done in other places , as Whofo lift to triflea- 
wav the time in perufingthat worthy worke,fhaltcafily peicciuc.Ncitherihath he 

onely made his worfliip merry in viingtapfterlike termes at)d phrafes,but hath ta- 
ken to himfclfe more then Poeticall licence in calling her arrierefemme, that is, a 
bad-rvife (as wefay orriere boutique, a back-!1)op)vth6m the husband keepethvnder 
his wiues nofe^whom the Latins call pellex (borrowing it from the Greektongue, 
as the Grecians haue done from the Hebrew) and for i>^w^'vfing ; rhis finc .^ wuoni 

compound * Auant-peaujorc-skinx {oxcircumcifed^ohgne^xi^cb^ Amu^u's 
off. For incircumciJedyEmpeUhwhole skinned : and making Cod all one wipimy "^biurd m 
LoxdotRocbeford. Inaword, there is not fo much as Faire carom, tddrinhmca-^^ 
roufe which he hath not vfed in this tranflation.Now this new<lcuifc hath'thedi- prepuce is m 
ueliinuented in thefe dayes, to infringe the authorise dif thecScr ipture si but that En £ ,in '- 
God of his goodnefle tooke order for it bctimc , in caufing thisfrimnie traufhfor 
(of whom there was once great hope) to cOndemne himfelfc with bk Wire 
mouth,and to let the world fee with what fpirit he was tranfported , . Now before 
I come to the fecond thing that I propoundedto fpeake of in this Chapter^f will 



Caftalion 



brieflv fatisfie fuch as may haply think it ftrangc.I fhould fo far ftictch teftferiWibe 
word blafphemy .the which I did,for that the Greek word frmnvifa (according to 
his tru e Etymology) fignifies to blaft or blcm i(h,hlndcr or mntoma nsgdodjiarne 

(as ifa man fhould fay faitim^^ being the word whichlkuVitran- 
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flated to hurt) and fo is commonly taken in prophanc authors: albeit in holy Scri- 
pture,and the commentaries of the auncient Fathers,** blafphcme, is to fpeakc any 
thing derogatory to thchonourand glory of thehigheftMaieftie.Now 9 iftreafbn 
committed againft a King (who is buta mortall man , and whofe breath is in his 
noftrils) defer ue death :doubtlcffe blafphemic and treafon committed againft the 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords,thc immortall and the eternal God,muft needs 
deferue eternall death. 

14 The next thing that we are to intrcate of, is of curfing or imprecations 
And as I haue not trifled away the time in reckoning vp the fundry forts of impre- 
cations and curfes vfed at this day (a thing both tedious and odious to thofe that 
hauc ^but the Ieaftgramcofgrace or godlineiTe:)fo neither will I buficmy felfc in 
numbering vp thofe triuiall and common imprecations which haue no tacke in 
them,tofatisfiethc^rieandrageofmanyrumans, except they be euercoinine 
or new. ItmaUfuffice to (hew, that as French-men hauc borrowed certainefet 
formes of brauingand bearding their betters from //^w(thinkin^(belikc) their 
owne country too barren of this herbe grace:) fo haue they not bencafhamed to 
borrow of them formes of curing and i mprecations, as when they fay, Tc vienne 
It chancre. Albeit m moft places of Italy pre venga'Uancam and at Wnice, Tc ven^ 

^ghtandufa-pvengalmaldiSanlazaro^^^ rma ,j a J dpmic 

imprecations. And thefe put me in mind of a very pica/ant ftorie feruinp fitly to 

Z?f^t ^ 0 ^W/hauing worftipped thcK 

of S. lohn Baptsjl in the Church of s. Michael lierteld^ty detiou Jy for aK 

nme.kneehngonanmeb^ 

h ordinary prayer,, he began m this fort , Gloriofo Sam Giouanm Ledetto ToZ 
Z£*f»' ^.\ Chr ^^S. lohn l ^ feed thee grant mtTeftZ 

Jonne? This was the prayer of that deunnrMwU kwi • . , i" a * aaamg ff m J 

bled ouer MUnJd Efc d2S^ 8 ^* l ^«*«hcl»dmiim. 

Sweet Saint lohn.l prat thee keeve touch j i ' ™? ^fromeffaitbsA is, 

"ntotheScxren0vho3 '^"""^ where! 

fweredin thcperTon ofSMn^^S^ 2? T/^ 

W amrco mio.fappt cheltuo fghuolo firaim- 



pttcatopretlodr U tua 4 mna L/f'"^, T7W^«# 



truant and 



Church.tumed ^li^S^L 1 ^ was f °™ to ,hc "Mlof the 

ftorie: 



CHAPTER. Xlllt. # 
ftoriejtcllinghim withall,tbatitwasnotoflate that he hadhadalwcWtonguej 

and that therefore Herod cm off his head. But I will hereallcdge his owne wordsj 
not altering fo much as the Orthography : sia colmalanno & con U mala Pafqu* tfa 

Dio tedia .Tuno dicejli mat altro che mak$ per la Mjpeftima lingua tifu egli tagliai$ 
el capo da Her ode And ftraight after : So che tu non hoi detto el vera dixofi to ha t habi 
domandataiio fono venuto qui ad adorarti da vinticthqut *nnt\o pittjton ti ho matdatt 
impaccio alcunoimai to tiprometto che maipiu ciritornero a vtaerti. Which hift&rie 
(recorded by the Lord Piero di Cofmo di Medici) I was the more willing here to 
relate, to fhew how thefe filly foules (who areeuen blind and brutifh in their Tu^ 
perftitions) vfe this holy language in reucnging thcmfclues of the Saints as well 

as of others. We in Frances hauc certainc curfes proper and peculiar to our lan- 
guage, as Italians and other countries haue to theirs . For this curfe vfed by the 
forefaid Preachers, Adomnes diabolos: A A triginta mille diabolos, &c. it is a kind of 

copper Latin caft in the mould of the French phrafc: for Frenchmen are wont to 

heape vp diuelsby many thoufand cart lodes togcthcr,as when they fayjeledonnt 

a t rente mille char tees de D tables, ott quarante: Let thirtie orfortie thoufand cart hades 

ofdittels take him. And here confider what long cuftome can doitor Michael Me- 
not (one of the forefaid Preachers) dothfather this phrafe vpon Saint Paul. His 
words are thefe,/*/. up. Saint /Whearing that a wicked wretch had committed 
fornication, faidprefently, I giuchimouertoallthediuelsinhcll. S an tins P au- 
las audiens quod quidam miferrimus fornicatm fucrat,Jlatim dixit , Et eum do ad om- 

nes diabolos .-which is yet fomewhat more tollcrable then that whic^i he recordcth 
of one of the two harlots which came to pleade before King Salomon , that fhe 
mould fvyearc by het frithjbitf .Alter* fuperfo refpondU t dtcens Mentir*s h eft mens 
quern teneo\ qitare tttum vbi volueris: & fie in ilia camera verberabant fe mutno. "Dixit 
altera^ tu non habebts per fidem meam,nec tu,&c. Etfic ixnerunt ad Regtm Salomon'' 
ejrchy this the Reader may fee whether I had not iuft caufe to fay,that that which 
he fathered vpon S.PWwas more tollcrable 5 feeing it is only falfe infirmapthevas 



i 



falfe both in forma and 

15 Now as the imprecations wherewith men arewont to curfe one another, 
are more vfuall at this day then eucr they were in former time-fb thefe which they 
vfe in curfing thcmfclues, arc no leflTe frequent: as" when thcy.bequeath them- 
feluestothediuell (fomcatide bodie and foule, cuts and alls) orwhert they fay 4 I 
would I might ncuer come in heaucn,&c. which puts me in mind of that wh«h 
Iobferuedonceatr<w^, how the election of Officers being mSadc by plana* 
litie of voices (giucn by calling of bulk ts,as the manner is,) fomc of the compe- 
titors being ele&ed,and fome reieded- the cuftomeis.that all of them,cuen thofe 
alfo that arc dilappointed and fruflrate of their fore-framed expeclation.thank the 
gentlemen as they come forth : who to keepc correfpbhee with thcir^ befprinkle 
them with Court holy water , an d tell them one after^nother,that they are very 
fory it was not their good hap to be elected to fuch Or fuch an office, and that it 

their fault. And not contenting themfelucs with thefefimple insinuations 



and proteftations , one vfeth this impnecation,atoother that : one faith 



gardi (Faint. Another, Se Dio megarenti la mia moglie . A third, S e Diomtgarenh 
mieiftliolL A fourth, Se Diomegardifocci^fiftk.Seno^heftaappieatop&l^^ 
A fotjenoycbe me vegnailcancaro.fytmxh what conference m6ft of them cwfe 
themfelues in this fort , I make them their owne iudges . Forfec ing that fbmerof 
the competitors were ek€ted,andfbmdTiot^certaiocit is that moft voices ^verfc 
for thcm,and no t for the bther i whereas if we may ludge by their proteftat*!»ns 

H 4 which 
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whichthey bind with fuch fearfull imprecat!ons 5 we muft needs fay that they gauc 
with both . Bucleauing the rdolution of this queftion to fomc Oedipus y let vs call 
to mind that which hath bene faid,viz.that cuftomecan do much. For doubtlcffe 
long cuftome in euilljtakes away the fence of euill in whole or in part : which la- 
mentable experience proues too true, elpecially in thefc day cs, wherein men take 
pleafure in training vp of youth (not yet of ycarcs to difecrne betwecne good 
and euill) and in teaching them tofweare,blafphcme,andcurfe after the Court 
fafhion. 

^ *i6 There remaincrhyct another kind of curfing a mans ielfc , as horrible 
in itownenaturcasitiscommonin the Comuiwoa/d I might /ie withfucba La- 
die or fuch aGentlewoman vpon paine of damnation. By which wemay perceiue,that 
as this age is paramount to all the former in all forts of mines ; fo Princes Courts 
as fame exceed all other places : and yet (that I may not d< priuc Italians of their 

duepraife) it is lefle common in F ranees and other countries of Chriftendome, 
then in Italy. 



CHAP. XV. 

Of thefts and robberies committed at this day . 

I 

Kforc I enter difcoutfe of thefts and robbei ics, I am to intreate thee 

(gentle Readet)togiucmcleauc toprcmifc this (lioit preface; that 

it this Age dofo for excel and go beyond the former in other knacks 
of knauery: it dothit much more in this of cunning conucyance. 

For I dare boldly affirmc,that if a man would make a narrow fcarch 



WW the theeuifh pracfifes filthings and robberies (atlcaft wife into the dealing 




Lw.i 1 dthatthereare ^ moft ) 3Sman y Sundry tortsof notorious thcft S)i , 5 
w old tunc there were theeues. The reafon hereof is euident, for that dealing and 

SSSSTI c p ma *™ 0{l c wit ' whcr ™ 'h^age farre excels .he former (If we 
S ff/. tH u "f by , hB fi T l} Wl,ence il is < hat " hc fukmmUm were per- 
Si ' V W % fothe y w?rc not Mkn in tl « Now this quick 

rndthdetttjumlmm^fedeformljaUrt. 

That is, 

And it is an old and auncient laying, "i»ire. 

I^chtinmodertxretjutlibet. 

That is, 

StSCS r T rWan ^ d wi " tohau< - • *•* ^ at this 
veh^fm5iS3 
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hauc profited by all their prcdecelTorsinuentionijand.therein haue employed the 

greateft cunning and skill they haue.No maruell tberfore if there haue bene fbmc 
ihifters in all ages, who hauc followed the occupation* tlufiere was neuer yet man 
to be found but fought out lomc means to liuc:fotjiatmany,when all other failed, 
haue liued vpon the fee-fimple of their wits , antf betaken thcnifelues to this eafie 

pation, as to their laft refugc.But how is it (may fome fay) that g 



fhould eucr cfcape,& pcttic 




pot? or rather (according to the old 



(aying)that thegrcater fliould hang the lcfle?The queftion (me thinks)is eafily 
fweredjif we confidcr that a petty pilferer hath not wherewith to ftop his accufcrs 
mouthrwheras great ones are neuer without their fleeucs ful of gags.For I remem- 
ber that p//Mft/(whowas firft executed by order of law in theperion of his picture 
(if I may fo fpcake) and after in his ownc perfon) told me and cefctaine others at 
Genoua (whither he was fled) viz. that he doubted not but to reconcile himfelfe to 
the King againe,by meanes of the high Shcriffes wife (who had obtained the con- 

fifcation of his goods ) in that he had a goodly prefent, wherewith to bribe her (be- 
fides the value of the confiscation) and yet rcmainerich all his life after. Not- 
witfiftanding I denic not but that great theeues are now and then brought to the 

gallowcs as well as pettie theeues : but this hard bap commonly befals thofc vn- 

thrifts, who hauing brought their twelue-pence: to nine : pcnce , and their nine- 
pence to nothingjhaue not wherwith they may .cither: ftop the mouthes,or greafe 
the fifts of their accufcrs. For many (we know) who climetfoo haftily, fall as (b- 
dainly, thofc cfpecially who haue to dealewith Princestrcafures, which are (as 

French-men fpeakc)^/ hla pince^ that is, eafie to be purloined . Whereupon 
King Lcwti the clcucnth vfed a very plcafant conceit: for looking vpon a pecce of 
tapiftrie,whcrcin a ccrtainc noble man (who from a very meane Cleark of the Ex- 
chcqucr,was aduanced to great place, cuen to be Lord Treafurer of France ) had 
pourtraitcd the fteps and degrees whereby he had afcended from the bottome of 
bafencfTe to the height of honour, himfelfe reprefented fitting on the top of For- 
tunes wheclcj told him he might do well to faftcn it with a good ftrong naile, for 
fcare left turning about.it brought him to his former eftate againjwhich was truly 
prophefied of him , as the euent (hewed not long after . And verily notonely 
great Lords who are aduanced to fuch high honors ; but generally all Courtiers, 
and fuch as hauc any dealing in Princes affaires, ought alwayes to remember the 
fimilitudc vfedby Polybitu^ho copareth Courtiers to counters;For as they ftand 
fometime for ten, fomctime for an hundred , fometime for a thoufand, and fbme- 
timcs againe for one oncly, as it pleafeth the Auditor to place them : lb Courtiers 
(as the toy takes Princes in the head) are honored or difgraccd , aduanced or de- 
bafed in a moment . And this they hauc as proper and peculiar vnto them , that 
when they hauc vfed them as fponges to drinkc what itiice they can from the 
poore people , they take pleafure afterwards to wring them out into their owne 
ciftcrncs. But to returne to the diftin&ion of great and pettie theeues.lt is a thing 
very rcmarkablc,and proper to this age (at lcaftwifc in this refpecfyhat it is more 
pradifed) that grccat theeues rob the lefle , as great fifhes deuoure the yong frie. 
But my purpofe is here oncly to fpeakc of pcttic theeues,I meane fuch as commit 
qualified robberies,and whom the executioner graceth by putting a halter about 
their neckes (where there is any face or forme of iufticc) which afterwards ferueth 

them in ftead of a ruffe. 

2 To begin therefore with pilferers and their pcttic larccnie, fee a flange de- 

uice now lately inucnted, how fince that Italians with their iuggling trickes 

frequented 
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for iuglingaway the Duke of Weuertputk in his pretence. And ccrtainc it is,that 
their icrgon whereby they maintaine themfe!ues,and keepe correfponcy each with 
other,was neuer in fiich perfe<5tionia prerogatiue which they haue aboue the grea. 
reft Princes in the world, who becaufe they cannot cante, are euer deuifing new 
characters: which notwithstanding are often defcried cuen by thofe from whom 



they labour to conceale them : whereas thefe noble cut-purfes (neuer bu/ying 
themfelues fomuch)haue fb enriched their canting and gibbridgc(e/pecially now 
of late) and are fo expert therein,that they can chat and chaffer one with another, 
without feare of being defcried by any,faue thofe of their owne profi flion. As for 

Heights and fubtilties,euenr/7/whini!cIfc(who read a publike lecture to thofe 
of his time) might learnc more of the craft (I meane moc feates of filchcry and 
cunning conueyancc ) of the meaneft fcholler in his fchoole , then euer he knew 
in all his life : yet I denic not but that he was a notable expert fellow in his profe£ 
fion, and of a ready wit: for it becoineth not a citizen of Paw to fpeakc otherwifc 

ofhisworni!p.Butfinceourcut.purfes(orfnatchpurfes)hauntedthcfciuggling 
Gipfics(thc Italian) and learned their trickes of cunning conueyancc , we muft 

needs confefle that there haue bene Granger feates of agilitie feenc 5 thcn euer be- 
fore. I rake the word c ut purfis in a more gcncrall acception then the proper figni- 
ncation will permit . namely for all fuch good fellowes as can play fo well at faft 
and loofcwith their fine feates of/># and r^fc, thatwithoutorTeringamari 
the leaft violence in the world.they can iuggle the mony our of his purfe,and make 
it pafTe into their owne . For example, a French-man newly art iued at Vtnict (a- 
bout tliirteencycarcs ago) lodging in an Inne called the ^//^was told by an 
fefam (who lay in the fame houfc) that it was not fafe for a man in that county 
to the v h.s mony : and therefore counfelled him that if at any time he did weigh 

fliould lode himfclfc in his chamber. The Frenchman taking this aduertifemcnr 
« proceeding from a fimple hone* meanin g ,thanked him heS^SS 
tookc acquaintance of him. The Italian (not long after) hauino cfpied fit , ddTu 
nit e,camc vnto hioynd told him that if he wold change Shcrown«r^K 

tooke 3 paire of oares , wher ■wnSlf u T llc . n T x therefore they 

crowncs (the better to raCrhis kmn^A K " h L d We « l,eJ the F' ^ch-mans 

them vprand makings &Wfr, i,h 'f rt,,,J r«W 
to giue in exehanV' He eau Ed dS^^^ teK fl«^»wSiliew» 

thc'watch^toJa'ndh^c ^Z^ltZ*™^^ 
were many (liortanW n,™.., u ca 5'P h ? ,andf d "> aplaee where there 



were manyfliortand narrow hnn^^u'"^ "". "" ,ucu '" a P' acc wncre men 

man irra trL : neither Stffi^ French-manloft my gentle- 

hundred crownes.My ffiiK^ T f "^Tof his 

y came to tnelnne three or fourc daics after that pageant 

was 
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played. Another marking a French-man puttinghis pttrfe into his boforne, 



and after taking a pairc of oares to crofle the water (ari ordinary thing at r«*?f t) 
leaped in after him with fuch violence that hc caufod thebpate toleanc fomuch 
on theone fidc,that the French-man fel into the waijcr: where leaping in prefently 
after,he pulled him into the boateagaine^yet not without pulling fefc purfe out of 
his bofome by the way $ which he did fo nimbly ,i|iat the partie^perceiucd itnot* 
till it was part recoucry : and fo the Italian departed w«b a thoufand. tbanksjand a 
purfe toput them in.. Another vfedwore fpeedyfpr fainingtba^aScorpioo was 
gotten irito his backe,he intreated another ItaliarA.tp J^ejif b$c,pu}d efpie it 5 ia 
the meattc time iuggling his purfe out- of his popl^ And her.e;Imay not omit 
a like u ickeof conueyance which another I talian ,plaj^jd with a French gentleman 
newly come into Italy with odet ^ ^/w,Emoa(Tadpur for the French King at Vt- 
riircforas he was in his Innclooking vpon two cheating Italians playing at cards 
(who were partners,as appeared afterward ) one of them faining that he had loft 
his mony,and had nothing left but certainepeeccs.ofgold,at which his fellow 



refufed to throw,becaufe they were not weight 5 he intreated the French 



lend him a few cro wnes for them : who had no fooner drawne his purfe, but tjiey 
fcattcredall hismony ; and marking on which fide of the table it fell, blew out the 
candle. We m i ght well admit into this focietie a; Sergeant of Paw (whofc goods 
had bene diftrained and fold to the very ftra w of his bed ) who going by a Gold- 
fmiths fhop, caft fand in his eyes , and hauing fo done, put as much gold intohii 
boxe as he thought good.But to returne to our cunning cut-purfes J how acliue & 
nimblc(may we thinke) were they which cut fortie.pr£ftie before they could be 
defcried? What fay I forty or fifties Nay I hau£ h>ar«l pf one of this theeuifh trade 
borncar Bourges^mck Clearkc toan Atturne^pf the Parliament, called Dmnit 
Cron , in whole trunke (after hc had bin taken and conui&ed of the fe&) were 
found fourefcore purfes^nd about three thoufand crownes in gold: who(doubt 
leffe) would haue obtained his pardon if his caqfehad bene tried by the Iawes 
of the Lacedemonians, which permitted theft (the.bcttcr to inure their people to 
nimblencue and a&iuitie j fo they were not taken in thefacl;: which (as Xenofhon 
flie weth) flood with good reafbn : for no man ought to follow a trade,wherein he 
hath no skill. Now thefe bunglers who are taken with the manner,fhew that they 
are not their crafts matters, in going no handfomlier ro wotke then a Bcarc when 
flie picks muskles. Which a Duke of hurgtwdte wellobferued (aman naturally gi- 
uen to this lurching legctdcmaine,which hc praclifed more of wantonnefTe then 
for any want , as knowing himfelfc to baue a notable filching facultie, and an an- 
fivcrablc dexteritie in cleanly conueyancc 5 the rather for that by this meanes he 

was better acquainted with fuch companions) cfpyingone of thefe light firtgerd 
gentlemen as he was iuggling away a filucr goblet at a great feaft, and holdin g his 
peace for the prefent,fent for him fhortly after, and told him roundly of it in this 
forr: Sirra, you may thank God that my ftcward faw you not pocket vp my plate; 
for I can affure you he would haue hangedyou all but the head. What? will you 
follow a trade to which you were neuer bound prentife , and wherein you haue 
no skill? WelI,you Giall haue it vpon condition you wil giue otier the occupation, 
andpraclifcitnomore vpon paineofdeadi,fithyou go fo grofly to worke . By 
which we fee how this Prince concurres in opinion with the Laudtmoniam. But 
why (may fomc fay) fliould we thinke the Lacedemnians would haue pardoned 
him confidering they held fuch as were defcried and taken in the fe(5t,vnskilfull in 
the trade,andconfequently vnfit to follow it? DoubtlefTc they would hauepardo- 

ned 
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ned him for his great dcxreritic in cutting rhe 8o.purfes, in that he was taken but 
with the Si. For it fared not with him as with thole filching copanios (born vnder 
the vnlucky planet Menury)who being pardoned the firft offence,faIl into it again 
and againe. Which hard hap befell one Simon Vagobert (the K ings A tiurneys fon 
in Tjjoudun) who hauing plaid the filching fellow a long time, and admonifbed to 
keepchimfelfetruc,leftintheendhefound the gibbet a Icw s was taken at thclaft 
and condemned to the gallowes: where as he was led to the place of cxecutio the 
dukeofiYV/w/ehanced to pafteby^nd mediated to the King for him,becaufe he 
heard him (pout a little Latinj which (albeit it was not vnderftood)made him and 
the reft beleeue that he was a man fit for fbme great emploiment. And as if he had 
bin fo indecd,the King hauing pardoned him,fent him with one Roberualmto the 
They change new found land: in which voyage he verified that which Horace tmhfCa/um non 

!e«r p !fle * 

But mind «' ofnimming more freely then euer before . So that being taken the fecond 
- ' time, he went the way which before he had miffed. And I pci iWadc my felfc he 

would not haue efcaped better cheape,either with the Lacedemonians or with the 
foresaid Prince,fith (in all probabilitie) he had bene often taken with the manner 
before, it being almoft impoffible,that committing thefts in this fort bvthedo. 
zen,he (hould euer go clofcly and artificially to worke.Howbeir if euer there were 
any,m whom vye mightfee what a nature prone to theft may do, him wehaue as 
a hueJy mirror thereof.For I heard it credibly reported by his o wne citizen fa man 
of good worth) that notwithftanding hehad dealt with him fund™ KES 
chime him ,and made meanes to get him out of pri(bn,yct the knaue to requite his 
kmdnen:e(as he protefted to me) ftole from him a new go wne, (befidcVorhe zo 

fl0ll ? : <:lfi ^!^« , * with three fliins which he hadon The 

MU^^™*!!* 1 ^' inftealingagentlemansveluetcan-ocke' who 
had kindly entertained and od»ed him Bn th* m^n 1 1 ? , 5 ° 

««,for that they fufpedfcd non bm\ un™ ' hcy / anic w «'"« - m «- 

the window, liSSS, fl,e mcrchant lookin § ,hrou e h 

himfelfeawayJcrheS ffiM apprchcnd W™. conueyed 
fi^wkhanufnl^oSheTiT! ^^^PP M ' l^hout forty pai, e of n,oes of aD 

fehoIleis.Morcouer,hi s manner w« r ^ al fun *y 

hofe; for whereas he toffite hiTn "!"'' h / s hofliffcs ,hcn wi * hit 

from'thefe dames therVgoodh ftTJite Z b 'n ap P arc " > hc toote 

fineft feate that euet he play™ *&&r*^ CTne ^ Ye, * e 
was caft for thelike offeree XSn„ r ,,. c ° mmi,t « 1 *e P> ifon, where he 

hfe fingers till he was foatWmy Ke tVTT? Wmki ^ 3nd t0 h °W 
prifon,and fold it to a good fcltow ^t£ f,as ? a * t , ,vMeft hf ** » the 
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a nature prone to theft may in time come vnto, viz. to grow to fuch a degree of 
impudencie as to ftcale in the very prifon,whcre felons and other malefactors a- 
wait their difmalldoomc, and from no meaner man then the Iayler himfelfe. But 
I do the lefle wonder hercar, in that my felfc haue (bene cut-purfes at Paris rifling 
mens pockets,and iugling away their purfts at the very gallowes^and that hard by 



purfc ready to be executed 



3 



difmiflc thisarch-theefe Dagobertiandas I hauealledged 



pies of thofe who haue pardoned thceues conuicted of the fact,and fuffercd them 
to go quietly away, and peaceably to cnioy their pilfer and prayj Co I will here re- 
cord one to the contrary, of a gentleman who punilhcd a theefe with his owne 
hands , yet fo as it brought him to a pecke of troubles. For feeling a good fellow 
cutting his purfe,as he was looking vpon the King playing at tennis(the very fame 
day that the now deccafed John du Betlay was inltalled Biihop of Paru) and fuffe- 
r ing him to do his plcafure,diflcmbling the matter as though he had felt nothing; 
yet in the end,not content to make him reftore hispurfe, he further cut ofFhis 
care. But it repented him(poore gentleman) not long after, not for that he cried 
quittance with him, but for handling him in that fort : for if he had but ftabbed 
him, he had neuer(qu eft ionleffc) bene troubled ; but becaufc he cut ofFhis eare, 
the hangman of Paris commenced fuitc againft him forincroching vpon his of- 

flee. 

4 But to returne to our fubrill fleights,more common and frequentat this day 
they euer they were, and that in all manner of thefts.Coulda mandefirc to heare 
of a more cunning conueyance then that which was played at Paris about fixtcen 
ycarcs ago,by one who kept his countenance fb welUhat he caufed the owner of 
the featherbed which he was about to fteale,viz.one' Guerr'ier Proctor of the court 
of Parliament dwelling in S . fl«wcttcloiftcr,to help him vp with it.But I wil here 
relate two felonious facts committed by a theefe, which are nothing inferior,but 
rather f irrc exceeding any of the former. A certainegood fellow being defirous to 
haue his neighbours cow, rofe very early in the morning before day, and 
to thchoufe where the cow ftood.draue her out (making as though hehad 




- i * «t t 

her.) His neighbour waking at the noife 5 arid looking through the window: 
neighbour(quoth the theefe) come and hclpe me to take my cow which is runne 
into your yard, your doorc being carelefly left open. His neighbour hauing hoi- 
pen him,hc periwaded him to go along with him to the market (for if he had ft aid 
at homc,his theft would haue bene difcouercd) and as they went together vpon 
the way, when the day began to dawne,thc poore man knew liiscow, and faid, 



Neighbour,this cow is much like 



It is very true (quoth he) and therefi 



a 



I go to fell her, becaufe our wiues contend about them euery nighr, not knowing 

w hich to take. Thus continuing their talke, they came to the market placer where 
the theefe fearing he (hould be dclcried,fained that he had foine bufinefte in the 
towne,and thereupon defircd his neighbour to fell her inthe meanc timeas deare 
as hccould,promifing to giue him the wine.Hisneighbour therefore fold herjand 
brought him the mony ; whereupon they wentftraight to the taueuerne accor- 
ding to prom ife. Wow after that they had made pretty good chcere , thethiefe 
conueyed himfrlfaway,leauing his neighbor in pawne for the (hot. From thence 
he went to Pam&nd being on a time in the market place, where many aftes were 
tyed (as thecuftomc is) to hookes fattened in the wall ; feeing all places taken vp, 
he made choice of the faircft afle,got vpon his backe, and riding th rough the mar- 
ket place, fold him very dcarc to a fttanger : who finding no other roome emptie 

I faue 
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fauc that whcnccthcaflewas taken, tyed him there againe. Whereupon win 

the trucowner ( from whom he was ftolcn ) would haucloofcd him,atid led hi 
away , therearofe fuch ahot bickering betwixt him and the ftrangcr whohi 

bought him, thatthey fell togctherby thcearcs. Now thetheefc, (who had fo 
the aflc) being in the throng,and feeing all this fport, and namely ho w the buy 
was thrownc downe and well beaten, could not forbcare fay ins.Cnny me cm 

mcmll this fletla ej % afts,4»<i pre him not. Which when the poorc maiuwho w 

mthatpmfiill plight (defiling nothing more then toheare of him that had foi 
nun the affc) heard,and knowing him by his voicc ; he cried out.Thats hc,thats I 

that fold me the aflc. Whcmpo my gentleman was apprehendcd,and (all the fon 
faid knauencs being verified by his ownc confefllon) was executed js he well d< 

fcrucd. Hence we may Icarne thefe two things,firll,what great wits, and how fu 
offiibtiltics and fletghtes this Age affoordeth. Sccondly.what puni hmcnts bef 



wicked men througT, themfhudgementof God , and how hi taketh vengeanc 

on them when ithe magi"rate>satalo(re,anddeftituteolallmeanc S whrrebyh 

Atj f 0W: T y h< T hc Workcth 31,(1 bri %'«» 'hings fo aoou 

by the hand of his prou.dencc, thatgmltie malefatfots like fluttering omits burn 

fubt I theeucsas this to befoundin acountry.But many thercare whole mouthc 
Z C ,t",T C Kcuf rf"i Wh0 , (as we %)P«ttlKr<,pe a bouttSvrn C cks 

as they bell know who by then places arc togiuc judgement. wh< ifZS 



then IW^tt&Tl"^ 2 Chriilia " ™ ns medira «°" 

^^S^S!^^?^ V T Km to Reader if 1 

ancienf: both of them futino ^vi h^tl 1 f 5 " ,C0 ," C mod ™'Vhco,hc. 

benefaid . Er.fi, «, *S wo^Ef ' i ?, Cm l ,hf >' in S •>«' which hath 

in W^.whcre he Kffi&L*^ hau " ,g l ' rokc " int0 » 

meet with fome good bootie ZS^J^?* ^ t0 fl c if 1,0 could 

to flocke thithcr^hich K^^^ r 7,^' 4,1 dlc 
as though he had toe one of the con^v th, f r'^ am,dft ,,,c lhron S> 
meancs kept himfelfe vuknowne' ^S^L B ' tt f °' the , ni % =-"d by this 
paft, andthat they looked no m^efo ^e r" S *? V P ro * was 
went forth.nothing mimuftine he mould htt ( ^ he had cfc, P«0 h « 

to hold his tongucbewrayed hi, fefc an ) f I dc f l '« ,J! ''»heblab > notable 
ter : for as he was goin R o„t a Xdoor'e „w brou e ht llis "ccke within thehal- 

curfingof him,hecu,fll ll BtaHSP Tl ?** ofthe 

Where note.that whilcfl the A ' • h ? !?* fc l,im lofc 1*1*. 

now,here,hi S ha,fel| 0 fFhi s head 7^^^^ ,te '" mnin e n '«'««K. 
h.m.Thcy then hearinghim tyfakb&^f 'T^jW'o difcouer 

vpon fufpition apprehended him : who af £ • hi ''f' 1 ^ '^'I'^him.and 
ged. Many like fifties are recorded i^^^^^^^U- 
one other) I will content my (life wff£h« r " t ' rs ? bl,t (fi'hlpromifedon!y 

cit.eofthc£4«^ w „y <wjhaui k ^ 



could imagine what 

the 
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' the theeues mould do therewith* Ac the laftionc iti the companic feeing them all 
in luch an amazement. If you will heat e me (quoth he) I wil tell you what I con- 
jecture s I imagine that the thceues beitjg>rcady to execute their enterprile,dranke 
fomc Aconite (a kind of deadly poifon)and caried wine with theju in this bottle, 
that if they brought their pur pofc to paffothcy might prcferue thehi/elucs from 
the danger of the poifbn by die wine ind that if the^ were dclcriedjSt might put 
them to a more gentle death,thentheIufticeiwould haue inflicted vpon them. 
They hearing him render fo fenfible a realbn, and pecceiuing.that betake not as 
one that did conieclure,but as being wcl acquainted: with the buHnelTe, began to 
qucftion with him, one after another in this fort : who ate you Sir that can con- 
ie<$turc fo well? where learned you the act of diuinatioiK what acquaintance haUe 
you in this citicfln the end they prefled bim fo much, and vrged him fo farre by 
their intftrogatorics, that they made him^confeilc that he was guiltje of the feet, 
and one of the thecucs. Now as there are fundry cxaxnples of the like prouidence 
of God in detecting of thceues,fo are there alfo of murthetersyis hereafter fhal be 

declared. 1 • ■■■ ••>> 

6 But to returne to theeuidi Heights : fo^ailedging out oiErapnta dt lm- 

£/M,chc example of an Englifli theefe, I remembred other ftories which he hath 
cllcwhctc of the tricks of thefe tradefinen; out of which I Will onelylpick out fuch 

as I indgc mod notorious: I meane fuch as were performed with greater fubtiltyj 
dexteritie and fleight. And I wil begin with a ftory,coiln-germaine to that which 
I lately recorded of the theefe who played his part fo well, that hecauled theowr 
ner of the featherbed which he was about to fteale, jahelpc him Vp with it: difr 
penfing for this once with my former promife, in making a medley offecular 
mens vcrtues with Church-mens . For the fine feate which I am about to relate, 
was plaid by a prieft of Z,0//4/w,called Antonie^ who hauing bidden two good fel- 
lowes to dinncr(whom he met by chance in the ftreet) and vnderftanding at his 
coming home, that there was not a morftil of meate in the houfe (and knew too 
well that he had neucr a penie in his purfe) he deuifed this Height , that he might 
keepc touch with his guefts : he went into his neighbours houfc', with whom he 
was very inward , and the kitchin maidc being abient , ftole thence a brazen pot 
wherein the meate was boiling, and caried it home vnder his gowne, commaun- 

ding his maid topowreout the meate and the broth into an earthen pot: and ha- 
uing cauled her to fcoure it, he lent it backc to the owner againe , requefting him 
to lend him a certaine fumme of mony,and to take the pot in pawne.The mcflTcn- 
gcr brought good newes to Sir Anttmeyxz. a pcece of money that came in pud- 
ding time to furnifli the table , and a fliort fcrole> by which the creditor acknow^ 
ledged that he had rccciucd a bratfe pot in pawne vpon the fumme which he had 
lent him.But being ready to go to dinner ,and miffing one ofthe pots,he began to 
chide and take on,fo that all the houfo was in an vproarc« the kitchin maid protc- 
fting that Hie neuer law it after Sir Antonie was there. Now albeit they made con* 

foience to fufpect him for fuch a fact, yet in the end they went to his houfo to fee 

whether they could find it." and becaule they could hcarc no newes of it, they afc 
ked him bluntly for it.Hcanfwcred that he knew of no fuch thing.But when they 
laid it to his charge , and auoucbed to his face that he had ftolen it , feeing none 
came into thehouiebut he only:hc made this anfwer,Ti uc it is indeed,l borowed 
a por,but 1 lent ic backe to the owneragain.Which when the creditor denied:Sce 
my mnifters(laid fir Antonic)^xz is no milling of men now a daics without a bil 

of their hands he would ftraiglit hauc layd it to my charge, had I not had his hand 

I 2 and 
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and feale to the contrary; whereupon he (hewed the fcrole which the boy had 
brought him . So that the creditor was well mocked for his labour throughout 
all Louaine , it being blazed abroad,that fuch a man had lent a fummc of money 
vpon a pawne that was his owne. 

7 Aftej* this thecuifli tricke playd by;i prieft, it is good reafbn that we giue eare 
to another done vnto a Pricft,to requite the former. A good fellow in x^intwerpe 
hauing marked a Prieft that caried a purfe by his girdle , which (as he fuppofed) 
was (ore troubled with a timpanie, after low and humble obei fan ce, told him that 
he was intreated by the Curate or their parilli to buy him a Cope , and becaufe 
fir(quoth he)you areiuft of his hcightj would defireyou to go vvirh me to a mer- 
chants (hop to trie one: fori perfwade my fcttc, if it fit you, ir will fit him. The 
Prieft cafily condefcending to his requcft , went with him to a (hop where thefe 



Copes were fold: where hauing tried one, the merchant affirmed that iT was as fit 
as if it had bene made for him . Thcknauifh companion watching oportunitie 
xo flicw them a caftofhisoffice,after he had well viewed M. Prieft on cuery fide 
told him that it had one fault, viz. thatit wasfhorta before then behind. Nay 
(quoth the merchatjthe fault is not in the cope,but in this great purfe which beares 
it out,and makes itfeeme fo.The Prieft thcrforclayd his purfe afide: which done 
they viewed him round the fecond time. In the meane \vhilc,this conicatcha (to* 
make an end of fiis fport) whilcft the Prieft had his backe mrned,nimbly (hatched 
vpthc purfe, and fliewedthem a faiiepaircofhcelcs. Whereupon he cried out 
Stop the thtef flop the thecfe: the merchant crying as faft , stop the Pricsh and the* 
thecfe. Stop the mad Pwfltfox the people feeing him run ne in this Orange habitc, 
fuppofed he had bin mad indeed.) But whilcft the Prieft and the merchan t wran- 
gled together, the thecfe efcaped. 

8 Thcreisyaanothcrftoryrecordcdbythefameauthor, not much vnlike 
the former or n.mblenefTe and good footmanfliip , albeit it come fan e fhort of it 
in acutcne ftc and q uickncs of win being anfwcrable to the country from whence 
it came,wh -ch breeds no orcat wits,cxcept perchance by a miracle: For this page- 
ant was pla.d bv a Hotlanlerai Ley Jen. This good fellow walking through thed- 

tie went mto a flioornakers fliop: where the flioomakcr asked him what he would. 
p«1v - 2J rc 7' in f, lhath ^f ^ eye vpon a paire of Bootes which Inn J h3 ' 
P«V demjunded of him whether he would haue a paire or not : he an fwc "ins hat he 

•ufancOo. whicll Jr.:,. " "£™™ l " n gl°dorie,he willed him torrya paircoPflioes, 

with him merrily i§ this lit T^^iM^^^ *° T^" 

Yc,marrydoI(f,idtUoo™£ SKdd L",^7 n ^^ ,l0 * ,,e >' 
conelufio'n (CiA ,h,„,h„, , t wouW L do " ""'^d • We mult trie a 
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conclufion fftidthcothcr F will hwin An V"*" " ,M ^ M « winuum 

and forthwith ^Sm.KmT^ 0 " thctforc □« 
m %, s t«J tb'tt'etfcjljp&riaft. The fSow (^rinn " ,oon, alcer after, cry- 
fold out of their houles faring rll wCc, "8 ,h ™ "'mcthicke andthree- 
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or the goale by ouer-running him . Here,becau(e Brafmtts calfcth them ocreas^ I 
auetranilated them holes - yet we may notthinkc that they were like French 
bootes, but fuch as might be worne with fhoes. 

9 But hauing fpoken futficiently of theeues that runne away with the booty, 
let vs now trcate of thofe who ftirre not a foote after they haue played a part of le- 
gcrdemain,but look fmoothlyjas though butter would not melt in their mouths. 

A Scottijk gentleman told me that when King lames the fift went ouer into France 
(which was Anno the Earles of Errol^ ^rgilt and UWarre hauing feafted 
the Ladies of Saint ^Anionics ftrecte,whcre they lodged: whileft the Earle of 

- t 9 If* * f\ » «T «-» 



AMle was looking vpon certaine gatneftcrs that played after (upper , there was a 
gallant as braucas a Peacock, who in fporting mancr vnticd about fiue and twen- 
tie orthirtie Angels,and rofe Nobles, which being bended together and folded 
one in another, fcrued inftead of golden buttons to the cuts of a night gowne, 
which the Earle had on,as the fafliion was in thofe dayes. The Earle feeing him Co 
fumptuoufly attired , and going about hisbufinefTe with fuch good grace,as one 
that meant no hurt, but oncly to make fomc fport, fuffered him to do his plea- 
fiire. But when this royfter thought he had enough, fhewing that that which he 

had done was in good earneft, he went flily a way out of the hall. Whereupon the 
Earle (who had made as though he had knowne nothing, whileft he was fidling 
about his gownc)told the companie how theknauehad fcrued him, and withall 
fhewed them euident fignes thereof; which was not done without grcatlaughter. 
Whereupon they (who were better acquainted with fuch flcights)gaue him a ca- 
ueat to be more warie another time, feeing for the prefent there was no remedy, 
but patience. 

io I proceed to another good felIow,who was his crafts m after as well as the 
former,at leaft had as good a grace in cunning conueyance. In the raigne of King 



Francis the firft,a gentlemanlike thiefe as he was groping the Cardinal of Lorrains 
pocket, was fcenc by the King as he fate at Mafle right ouer the Cardinally where 
he perceiuing himfclfc to bedifcried, beckened to the King to hold his peace, and 
he fliould fee good fport . Whereupon the King fuffered him to do his pleafure: 

but fliortly after he vfed certaine fpecches to the Cardinall, whereby he gaue him 
occafion to fcele for his purfe. The Cardinall m iffing his mony, ftood in a maze, 
wondering at this accident: which miniftrcd to the king (who had fcen the whole 
pageant) matter of merriment. But when he had taken his fill of laughter, his plea- 
fure was,thc mony ftiould be reftorcd to the Cardinal againe:for he fuppofed the 
fellow had taken it of purpofc to make fport. But he was decerned; for whereas he 
imagined that he had bene fbmc honeft gentleman and of good note (feeing him 
fb refblute,and fetting fb good a face vpon the matter) he found afterwards that 
he was a notable thcefe indeed (difguifed oncly like a gentleman) who meant not 
to ieaft,but counterfeiting a icfter,to go about his bufineffe in good earneff,as the 
former had done. Whereupon the Cardinall turned the ieft vpon the King: who 
(as his manner was) fvvore as he was a gentleman , that it was the firft time that a 
thecfe had made him his fellow. 

1 1 And here the theft committed in the prefence of the Empcrour Charles 
the fift, comes in very fitly after the former a&ed in the French Kings prefence (as 
hath bene faid ) and partly alfo with his confent. TheEmpcrour hauing comman- 
ded his feruants to truffe vp bag and baggage;whileft cuery man was bufic in pac- 
king vp his implements, there came a good fellow into the hall (where the Empe- 
rour was,with a finall traine,rcady to take horfc) who as fbone as he was come into 
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the roomc,and had done his dutie, beganne to take downe the hangings, making 
as if he had had other bufinctfe in hand,and had bene in haft . And though it was 
not his occupation to hang vp,and take downe hangings , yet he performed it fb 
wclljthat when he who had the charge to take them downe came into the hall 5 he 
found that another had cafed him of that labour, and ( which was worfe) had car- 
ried them away. Sec what impudent thecues there are now a dayes. 

1 1 Howbeit the boJdnefle of an Italian thecfe (who did the like,) at Rome, m 
the time of Paul the third,was nothing inferiour to the former. There had bene a 

fcaft in a Cardinals houfe,and the plate being let vp in a cheft that flood in 
acliamberncaretotliehall,where the feaft was kept: whileft diuers waiting for 
their maiftcrs,walked in this outward chamber (or Antkamera as Italians fpeakc) 
there came in a good fellow in a caflbck,apparellcd like a ftcward,with a torch be- 
fore him, who defued thofc that fate vpon the chef t to rife vp, fay ing that he was 
vfeit; and they were no fooncr rifen vp , but he bad the porters that followed 
n to take it vp and carry it away .This gallant tricke was playd after that the ftew- 
ard of the houfc and all the feruauts were gone to fupper;at leaft it is to be thought 
that if any of them were then in the Antic amcr a{2& their cufiome was) they did not 

t. 

But what fhall we % to the boldneffe and impudencic ofanother Italian, 
(hanged at Bononia a bout cleucnycarcsago) who hauing fcrued out a longprcn- 
tifliip at Rome in learning to countcrfet mens hands and writings,and to take feales 
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marke 
13 



ftrumcnttoput toanother-becaufchcmuch refcmblcd Cardinal 
mo»et,\vcnt in a Cardinals habite and traine (though very fmall) through Marke 
d Amont and Romagna with a countcrfet Bul,whcreby he laid he had a comiffion 
from the Pope to gather the tithes of that countrcy : albeit he came ncare no great 
cities for fearc of being detected . But hauing had good fucccflc in his attempts 
(becaufc the molt tookc him for Cardinall Scrmonet) he paded through Emma 
and came lorn what ncarc to Bononia. Now as foonc as the Bifliop of Fermfwho 
was the Popes Vicelegatc) heard thereof, he fent one of his gentlemen vnto him 
(who had fomctime attended vpon Cardinall Scrmonet) who certified the Vice- 
legate that he was not the man he affirmed himfelfc to bc 5 which caufed him fom- 
what to fufpcftthisgallant, the rather for that he had not obferued accuftomed 
lolemmtics and ceremonies whic h other Cardinals were wont to obferuc Whcr- 
upon he lent him againc with a troupe of fouldiers , giuing him cxprefTe charge 

L n l C r ande f mC f nt t0 , ?^ r r C f ld ! I im,inic kncw for ^ *at ^ were not the 

- "-tcrfettcd himfelfc tobe. In the meanc time thiscompanion (being 
Mcouered the fecond time lw fi,„^ _ kcs) was J m 

r*#u;*i:.i.r> r i • 1 which hefhewed at vna- 

off his litle Cardinals nat.The Captainc thctforc commanded his 
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fouldiers to lay hands 



<rcrefbIutc,bo!dand impudent then 




... i .«.- louiaicis (who made fcruple at the firft to encounter him V 
d ncouraged by their captainc to grapple with him. Where h 5£ 

d hmuhev broupht h m m Jlu . r. • K " auin £ 



ded b«n.they brought hi m 'to f^SZ^™^* ^ 



condemned by the Vice-legate, and hanecd at S 
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1L RE DE y L ADRI^l he King of thelites j\m is to <ay,T & King of good fellows. 

He had fix thoufand crowns about him,which (as it was reported; was nothing to 
that which liis two men (who were fled away; had caricd with thd. I do the rathet 
fet downe this ftory at large,becaufe it is a very notable and memorable fact. For 
albeit wchaue\eard many who haue vfurped the name & held the place of thofc 
whom they refcmbledfas I haue declared in my Latine Apologie) yet they tooke 
fuch mens names as they knew were dead, or of whom a man could hardly heare 
any certainc newes. Which was farre otherwife with this companion, feeing the 
Cardinall (whofe name he borrowed) was then liuing (as he knew well) an? ~* 
fo farre off,but that he might haue heard from him in a very fhort time. Now fith 
1 am come to the King of our modcrne thecucs (eucn in the iudgement of thofc 
that condemned him) I fhould do him wrong if I mould proceed furthcr,in hope 
to find any more notorious and cunning theft then his. 

14 Notwithftanding left he ftiould be left alone,and left it fhould be thought 
that Italy onely were furniflicd with fuch bold Brittans , I thought it not imper- 
tinent here to infert two other ftories, one of a French-man, another of aPolo- 
nian who for fuch feates (proceeding from like audacitic)defcrue not onely to be 
of his Court and Counfcll , but fuccefTors to his Crowne . The French-man (as 
very a conicatcher as the former) was borne at Sauniur vpon Loire , being fo cun- 



ng the Kings feales and letters , that fhewing 
dinary commiflions, which (as he faid) he had obtained of the King, he got great 

of the Kings rccciuers.& made a mightie mafleof mony by felling of certa ; ~ 



tins? a 



woods which were felled for the Kings vie. But being in the end difcouered, he 
went the fame way that the king of good fellowes had fhevved him : and as he was 
hanged in a Cardinals habite/o this companion was executed at Paris in a gentle- 
mans attire before the Church of the Auguftinc Fi icrs,the fame day that the Court 
of Parliament was kept in that Couent about fixtecn yeares ago. Some are of opi- 
nion that he was the man that gaue intelligence to king Francis the firft (by means 
ofanotablethcftwhichhecommitted) of that which the EmpcrourcWw the 
fift,and the King of En^landhad plotted againft him: and did notoncly aducrtife 
hi » thereof ,but brought him their very tickets,inftruaions and letters. For mcc- 

Flcmmifli gentleman- vpon the way trauclling toward England t he tooke 
acquaintance of him , tellinghim that he was his countriman, and fo rode along 
with him to the hauen where they were to take {hip. Whither being come, when 
the Hemming was laid downe to take his reft (waiting for wind and weather) the 
French-man (who had pcrfwaded him to reft himfclf vpon the bed) faining to be 
found aflccpc, 1 ifing foftly, went and bought a budget like vnto the Flcmmings, 
and hauing filled it with roles of white paper vntil! it was about the fimc weight, 
lavd it vpon the table in ftead of the Flcmmings budget. A nd hauing fo donc,he 
awokcthcDutch*man,and told him thathc had left certainc things behindhim 
w h ich he had forgotten , and therefore was of neceffitie to rcturnc backc againc, 
intt eating him not to take it vnkindly that he brake off companic.The Flemming 
little fufpeding what mightbc the meaning of this fodaine change, butthinking 
he meant ^ood footh,could not but thanke him for his good companie, and after 
many kind embracings, recommended him to Gods protection , and fo betooke 
him to his reft againc: yet he left not his budget ( I meanc the budget which he 
fuppofed had bene his owne) any longer vpon the table, but put it vndcr his pil- 
low. Wherein the limplc fellow was like to that noddic,who when the fteed was 
ftolncfliutthcftablcdoorc. Now whilcft the Flemming ftcpt, the French 
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wcntpoft with his budget, which he/hould haueput vnder his pillow,or in a'fiirer 
place,before he had layd him downe to rcft.Andyou may cafiJy coniedure whe- 
ther the French-man brought nota welcome preient to the French King(thoueh 
he had ftolnc it,) and whether the Flemming brought not heauic nevves tot 
King o iEng W.Some fay that he beheaded hirnfiy ing that he would make him 
an example to all fuch fticklers as intermeddle in Princes affaires , to teach them 
to be more wary and wife,and to handle the matter a little more cunningly. This 
is the fine fetch which was reported to haue bin plaid by him,whofc cheating and 
knauery I haue before recorded , both of them being pradifed againft the lame 
King. Which being fo,we may well think that this cunning comriuer of thefts in 
tended to benefite himfclfein endomaging the King asmuch by hislaft thefts,as 
he bad done by his firft.But many are of opinion that they came from two feueral 
men,and vycrc coined in two feuerall mints. HowfocucrJ would not «i uc i e ff c 
honor to the one then to the other . I come now to the Polonian called Flomn 
tor boldnes & audacitie nothing inferiour to the foimcr: who hauine by the fame 
cunningdeuicecountcrfettcd thefcalcs and letters of the King of Poland came 
ouermto^/WasthcKingsAmbafladour, where he continued along time 
being refocacd and honored as be feemed one of his place -and where he foreat 

Z S ^ C r KmgS J d ! tC in di " crs thccuifll P raAifo * he had formerly done 

and as he did mice ir .dealing with great States: the King his mafter feckinc in the 
meanc tunc to haue had his head. '"mi^uiihc 

1$ I will addcyetotie other example of thefts (albeit I was purpofed here to 
haue made an end) not hkc the three laft, nor any formeily mentioned but rather 

nothing commot/with the^andTrfo Co much 
^^^^bcrpokenof, totheend itmayappcarc that our Age mav 
not onely brag offundry new thceuim pratfifes , butSaUtherareflc^^S 

watched hh opottuni, e, opened he et^oord n Sw f him ' 
fid ofgold.thc (other of fluernnd M^^^*^*™ 0 ^* 
fiom /Wtowatds Mc,J™ S3^ TO,b< i" l,K,lc « l » 

ning,a„d weary ofhfciou4;rwSlS«h I rS^^"r &w 

might be ready for him the I ,A° hd ' 1 hlm 10 a horfc.whkh 

to nire oneXttauS 

cowne for one tanner wh XT^fr '^^fc^ 
1>™ ,efpeeiall y c M (Si^£Z££' T^" ^ f ° mewl,at ,0 filf P f « 

.M, , h Jc . c „ ST ,ctne hls tH : 0 bagH whereupon he promifed to 

're got him on 

mmr to arrcit nan, hctookcIiim(!i/4i',*V'"/~"i'* , '" l,:w,,crc ' ,c,,,ou 8 ht 
he Itrueke him downe to the,, <X] '? ,h , c n:, P c ,,f ,hc *« 
^afterwards made fu*l2S£ ZZr , '* toeW n °' wk ' re hc was * 
fiaumg taken as much of thl uoZmZ ! "F ° Ut °?t for mcr ^ *« 

agame with hi* horfe. Now it fofoS ft e lho, « h ' Spod. he munw/ hoaw 

Purfuethethafe.fi.undhitn, ^ tn the rSt « ° ° f lh ° fc wl,owcnt P<* » 

"S" i and knowing him to be the f f "T^ S oin 8 '"wards ««. 

Wordstar he drew him along w E^*'"'. him fowithfairc 

c'^wnerc oeing impnfoncd,he con- 

fc fled 
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felted the fad , and accufed his hoft , who was prefently fent for^to the end they 

mHit be confronted together : and notwithftanding his dcniall of the fact , was 
condemned to the racke . But he appealed to the Court of Parliament at Park, 
where he was broken vpon the whecle , the feruant efcaping better cheape, being 
onely hanged. * - m 

16 Thus hauing alledged fundry examples of the cunning and boldncfie of 
our moderne theeues 3 it will not be amifle to record an ancient ftorie taken out 
of the Author,for whole Apologie thiyrcatifcisa preparatiuc. Though iri fo do- 
ing,I fhall paflfe the bounds which I haue prefcribed to my felfe,and anticipate the 
argument of the bookes enfuing : notwithftanding becaufc it will not be prciudi- 
clill,but rather bcneficiall to the Reader, I am eafily drawne to dilpenfe with my 
fclfe hcrein.Marke then the ftory of the flcight and pollicie (or rather Heights and 
pollicies) of one Ftllon, not borne in France but in Mgypt^nd that not (ome few 
ycares fincc, but aboue hue and twentie hundred yeares ago: which ftory (taken 
out of HERO DOT VS)\ will here tranflate with greater. Adeline, then cither 
LAurtntim Valla in his Latin tranflation(fuch as it was before my refining of it) or 
the Frcnch,which is now cxtant.Thcfe therefore arc his words. A King of Mgjvt » 
called Ramv finite minding to lay vp his treafure in a fafc place (whereof he had tar » 
greater ftorethen eucr any of his fucceflbrs) he built a houfe all of hewen ftone,a » 
part whereof flood out from the other building,to which there was eaficacceiTc. » 
But the Mafoh being difpofed to play the knauc with him, left a ftone loofe in the » 
building, which might eafily be taken out of the wall by two, or (if need were)by » 
onc.Thc worke being finimcd,the King layd vp his treafure therein. After a time, * 
the Mafon perceiuing that his glafle was almoft runne,and the Icafe of his life wel » 
nearc cxpired,called vnto him his two fonnes, and told them how (to the end he » 
might lcaue them wel prouided for,and that they might haue wherewith to make » 
merry whe n he was gone) he had vfed a finedcuice in building the clofet for the » 
K inos trcafuretand hauing (hewed them in particulcr how they mould take out the » 
ftone he gauc them the meafure of it,alTuring the that if they kept it carcfully,they » 
fliould be keepers of the Kings treafure. Their father being dead, they ftayed not » 
lone before they alTayed the mcanes prefcribed. For comming fljorrly after to the « 
Kin as pallace in the night.and finding the ftone,they tookc it out very eafily,and » 
ftole thence a mightic mafTc of mony . The King comming thither not long after, 5 » 
and perceiuing that his coffers were not fo ful as they wctc accuftomed,wondcred 
not a little • yet could not tell whom he might accufc, confidcring all the doorcs ,> 
were furely locked , and all things fcaled as he had left them. But comming thither „ 
the fecond and third timc,and perceiuing that his trcafury diminidied dayly (for „ 
thethecues repaired thither continually) he caufed ginnes and fnares to be fet„ 
round about the place where the treafure lay.Thc theeues repairing thither as they „ 
were accuftomcd,one of them hauing cntred in,and cominghearc to the coffers, 5j 
pcrcciucd that he was intangledin a fnare rand knowing in what danger he was,,, 
called to his brother,and told him what misfortune had befallen him, willing him „ 
to come in quickly, and to cut off his head : for (faid he) if I be found here,and 

knowne, I (hall be the caufc of thy cjeath alfo. His brother being eafily perfwaded „ 

(as liking well his aduice) did as he had kidden him .And hauing layd the ftone in „ 
his place again,returned home,carying with him hisbrothcrs hcad.'l he Kingco- „ 

mino to his clofet only in the morning,was exceedingly amazed to fee the theeues „ 
body in the fnare without a head, efpecially cofidcring there was no breach in the s1 
wail,ov which he might enter in.Dcparting thci fore thence, he did ss followeth. „ 
' J He 
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» He commanded that the dead corpes fliould be hung vpon the wall , committing 
» the cuftodic thereof to his guard, ftraightly charging and conimaunding them, 
» that if they cfpied any that did mournc,or bewray any gricfe or compaifion at the 
» fight thcrcof,they fliould attach thcm,and bring them before him. The mans mo- 
» ther,much perplexed that her ions body was thils hung vp,camc to her othcrfoni 
» defiring him to dcuifc fbme mcanes to take dovvne his brothers body, thrcatnine 

him.thatifhc would not,ftic would infbrmc the King that he was the man that 



5» 



had ftolcn his treafurc . He hauing bene ftndry timcsthrcatned atid rated by his 
» mother in this/bit, and perceiuing that flic would not defift for all the rcafons 
3> he could alledgc,deuifcd this flcight. He fadlcd ccnaine Affrs, and lading them 
» with rundlcts of wine,draue them before him . and being come to the place where 
» the guard watched the corps, helctloofe mchoopeso/the ban els, making way 
» for the wine to runne out, and then began to cry out and to beatc his head J* not 
» knowing to which of the affes he fliould run firft. Theguard feeing h much wine 
» fpi!r,i anne thither with veflels thickc and threefold, thinking the more they faued 
» the more they fliould gain. Where he in the meane time f lining as though he bad 
» bene home mad for anger,rcuilcd and cur/ed them all. But feting they f pake liim 
» fofaire,and entertained him with fo good Jan guage, he made fliew by little and 
„ little as though he had benepacified and had f gotten his former furious fir. and 
» after much ado hauing gotten his AfTes out of the way , he mended his barrels. 
» Now among other Speeches which pafTed betweenc them in the m lane time,one 
» of the companie being very plcafant , brake a ieft vpon him which made his wor- 

" , P ""I 5 ? hcu ; vherc( ; f hc bc ' ftow ^ d °ne of his barrels vpon him, which they 
» re olued to draw dnc.and to caroufeof in the fame place and plight they were h? 
Minranng him to dxarc them companie. Whcicuntoliccond^dcdKS 

» fport , he prefented them with a fecond barrcll: fb that hai.iim that blefTeSun 
„ mfliod; and being ,n the end ouercome with flccp,they rcfll d in tl etac n ace 
» and to the further difgrace of the guard,fhaucd ail their right eheekes and lav n J 

dupleafedjand rcfoluing by feme c 3 \ZI 7 yT? S '"^ 
» ted the fia,hcvfcd thisVuice ffi^tt^ r 1 ' lM T M ; 
« Hccommaimdcd hisdaughter Z12 ' , 8 C ?"/ <arre btW > 
» her felf to all eomers-vno 'eond don , ™ a n 2 "n ** ' ™ J tllc,c t0 P rofti,ute 
„ notorious fifl, and ^SSte^,, , ^^^ m,te ^'^^ 

„ that Ihould confefle ZZ!Z7lZl ' ^ c °" ,mitrcd : and that ** 

» ched by !,er,and fen to he S wuTf' " ,0ll|d for,l,with 
..her feifi to ftttffl EE Sfe 
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came to the thecfes cares, who Dumoirn^ rr I* 1 "** u,rci lueu rao *"«on 

"cnting.then the Kin? in fflffl w £ Z u Vff -T ?' fty 
otTa mans hand ncwlydead and keen i™ V I "t d daughter: he cut 

•KTAVhere Ac asked hL he fan" ■ auK e yf" ' * fTT' WCM t0 vifit 
opon lw told hcr.that themoll " ,kl d n d d ' -ni3und ' d "fothcrs.Wher- 

layd 
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layd hands on him,with intent to apprehend himrbutthe'knaue (by reafbn of the »i 
darkneflc of the place) gauc her a dead mans hand in ftcad of his ownc : fo that » 
whileftflie thought flic had him faft by the band,he flipt away , lcauing her this » 
HuelcfTe pawne to vfcat her plcafure. Which when the King heard,he was greatly » 
aftoniflied,as well at the craft,as at the boldnclTe of the theefe. In the end he ferit 5 > 
his Heralds throughout all his dominions, commaundingthem to prociaime in » 
the Kings name, that hc would not onely pardon him that had done this facl, but » 
highly aduance him if he would repaire to the Court . The theefe repofing him* » 
felfe vpon the gracious pardon of the Prince, went to the Court: where King o> 
Rampfmit hauing him in great admiration,gaue him hisdaughter to wife,as being » 
the witticft man in the world. In that, as the Egyptians excelled all other men in » 
wit and wiles, fo hc excelled all other Egyptians . This is the hiftory 2&HERO*>) 



VOTVS relates it , which I haue tranflatcd almoft word for word as ncare as I 
could,to keepc the proprictie and grace of our tongue; a thing as difficult in man- 
dating ofhim,as of any Greek writer wliatfoeucr, and that for fundry reafons not 
neccflary here to be ftood vpon. Yet this I will not omit, how that in tranflating 
hereof,! haue noted fundry icapes in ^4//*/ tranflation , which not withftanding 
I corrected not in my former edition. N either is any man to wonder hcrcat, fee- 
ing I acknowledge in my Preface thereto , that I haue left a number of fcapes 
and ouerfights vncorrccl:cd,vntouched and vncenfured.-confidering alio that the 

diligence which is fecne in perufmg a text when a man tranflateth ithimft lfc, is 
farre greater, then when he corre&eth another mans workc , endeuoring to faue 
the credit of the tranflator as much as may be; especially when he doth it in haf\ 
as it is wel knowne I did, Yet I denie not but that there are fome places in the tran- 
flation of this ftory 5 whcrein I could not fatisfie my fclferand therefore I perfwade 

my Rife I (hall much lelTc fatisfie thole who are skilfull in the Greeke tongue. But 

I prefume,that they who are moft cunning , and confequently do beft conceiue 
the difficulties with which I was to cncountcr,wiIl of all others be moftcafilyfa- 
tisficd.Now this hiftory futeth fo wel with the argument in hand,that I could not 
wcl omit it, being written of a theefe, whom the author graceth with the two pro- 
perties fpecifted in the former examples, to wit, craftwejje and boldncjfe ,and both 

in the higheft degree. Whereby we may learne what vfe there is to be made of pa- 
ralleling of hiftories; cfpccially of ancient with modernc . For whereas the cun- 
ning and boldnclTe of this old theefc,may haply at the firft feemc ftrange and al- 
moft incrcdiblejyet if we compare it with the craft and boldneffe of our moderne 
thceucSjWc fliall find that there is npfuchcaufe it fliould be thought fb ftrange. 
And for as much as it may be thought lomcwhat bard, that the Kmg could find 
in his heart to proftitute his daughter infiich fort (as it is indeed very harfli Icon- 
feflcj yet fbundethit not fo hardily in my earcs,as this their cenfure of HERO' 
DO TVS doth (for I haue heard many eucr excepting, cfpecially againft this 
point) fith himfelfc proteftcth that hegiucs no credit thereunto, but only relates it 

as he heard it . And yet I could alledge,(if need were) fundry ftories , which we 
muft cither account falfe and fabulous (whereas hot withftanding they are holden 
to be moft certainc and infallible) or confefle that in this there is great lemblancc 
of truth. 

17 But whileft I was copying this ftory out of HERO DOTFS, ano- 
ther came into my mind of a theefe, or rather a cutter by the high way, infinitely 
more rcfolute then the former, and as bold and venterous as any of that cutting 

cruc,whofe fell and felonious attempts and actions haue bin before remembred. 

Him 
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Dion diehiftorian rccordeth the hiftoiy of this thcefe(or rather captain of theeues) 



who kc 
after Ci 



t fuch a ruffling in the raignc of Seuerm the Emperour about 195. yearcs 

rift. A certaine Italian ( faith he)called Bulas, hauing gathered a troupe of 

fix hundred theeues, comittcd great robberies in Italy for the fpace of two yeares, 
maugrc the Emperour and the many garrifons refiding in thofe quaters . Diuers 
(ought to take him , becaufe the Emperour was defirous to haue him apprehen- 
ded: but he fbhandlcd the matter, that thofe which law hinUaw him not, thofe 
which found him,found him not 3 and thofe that had him,had him not . which 
he did partly by liberall and bountiful gifts 3 partly by craftie wiles: which he knew 

well how to put in praftife in time and place. For he had intelligence of all fuch as 
at any time went out of Rome, or arriued at Brunduftum ( called by fome Brend/s) 
how many they were, as alfo of what qualitie and condition, and what fubftance 
they had* Some he forthwith difmifled after he had taken from them part of their 
goods .-tradefmen he detained for a time, and when they had fcrucd his turne,hc 
recompenced them for their labour and paines , and afterward lent them away* 
And vnderftanding on a time that two of his men fliould be cxpofed to wilde 
beafts, he came to the Iayler and made him beleeue that he was the Prouoft-mar- 
fliall of the country,and that he ftood in need of the men whom he had in prifon 
and thereupon caufed him to dcliucr them into his hands. Then going to the cap! 
taine that had commiifion to difcomfite hm and his troupe, he began (as if he had 
bene fome third perfon) to reuile the thecfe, (that is himfclfe) promifing him 
that lfhe would followhim, he Would deliuer him into hishands. Whereupon 
drawing him along with him into a valley vnder colour as though he would ap* 
prehend \?hr x (for fo was BuIm furnamcd) he layd hands on him, and counter- 
feiting the perfon of Prouoft-marfliall, fate downe in the judgement feate* 
where hauing called the captaine before him , hee caufed one of his men to 
ftiaue him ; and hauing fo done, he difmifled him , faying , Bid thy matter hauc 
more care of his vaflals,!cft in the end they all turne theeues:(for h e had of his cruc 
at tha inftan t a multitude of the Emperours feruants, fome who for want of pay, 

Snf ° f th01r flcnder W hatl Icfc the Empooois feruice to follow 

f^Mi? a v 1 W ? Stm ? V % P articularl y infoi mcd,hc was mightily incen- 
K^^^ bene fo vicious ouer his enemies 

in Bmtatne by his Lieutenant, himfelfe being in Italy in proper perfon fliould be 

ot his guard for the apprehending of him, and fenthim with acteattrouoe of 

not aliue. The Captaine 
peremptory commaundement, vndcrftandine that he was 

thins with™,, A,;, ^™5;, ot " xe hundicd)werc d.fpctfcd, as vnablc todo hny 



... 6 without their captaine 

*2t? ^ e .r ^'wfotKofteues, of which I had rather 1 



mentioned) 
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CHAPTER. XV. 
entiobeiJ) but of the greateft and grolT«ft> t&wifc Pirates and Baftkcruptt'.- tirft 

for Pyrates ■• they are Iconfefle no new vpftartSj fori $f great ftaradftgj euen from 
all antk^uiti«i i a& may appeare byoeriaineveHb^dtoA^riaHodged fyiibiityM* 
<fa.Yct our Age, number for nUmber,*.ath hadimbfle cunriiife intlskilfully htOtc 
dangerous and hurtf ull theeues in tHtetod rhett«nyiof theft* m?f. He amongft 
auncient pirates is famous for his bbldneffe, who foiirig bronghf before KjSkxan* 

dtr the gicat, and demaunded how he durft be. fo bold as to play the pirate in the 

narrow feas? anfweredy : Becaufe 1 dothis with a>fi ugle fhipj f^am Called a thcefc 
thou that docft the like with a great fleete,art called a King v Which an fwer pk 

fed Utttxander fowell (as the ftory reports) that he pardoried'htm . Here note 
that the word pirate which I haue translated theefe, fignifieth one t^iat robbethf by 
fca,whom we call a rouerpx fea-robber: which gentrall word I was the 'more bold 
„ ,bccaufe it fatcth better with the other gcnerall,viz. rokbems. But whefbe* 
We vfe the generall or the particular;itskillcth not : wehaue hete theanfwer of 
very bold thecfe, cipecially feeing he had to deale with fuch a mighty monarch as 

Alexander was. Notwithftanding I pcrfwade my felfe, that hetbat ma|l well Cdtt* 

fidcr the dealing of Dra?ut(a. pirate of our time) (hall find tha the was nothing in- 

fcriour in boldnclTe and fubtiltic either to him or a dozen of any of the m oft fa- 
mous theeues mentionedin auncient ftories. Concerning Bankerupts, I wfflnbt 
fay of them as I did of Pirates , that they are as bid as the man in the Moone. For 



certaine it is,therc were no bankerupts till long after pirates began to roue, feeing 



a 




ncceffary there mould be banks before there could be any bankerup 
doubtle(4 the coiners of this word, called them bankrupts that kept not their 
banks,but brake them , which the Latins ai\\ foro cedere) and it was a !on£ time 
(we know)before men knew what banks meant, namely before there was fuch 
trafficke as now there is . And as banks are more in vfe at this day then euer they 
Were , fo breaking is more vfuall , there being as many bankerupts in fome places 

as good bankers. Infime places (I (ay): fori except France^ worthy to haue : this 
honour giuen vnto it (not for that iris my natiue country, butbecaufe it is a truth 

cleared by daily expcriece)in that it is not fo addicted to this kind of theft,as other 
countries ave , and Italy aboue the reft. For it ftands with good reafon, that thofe 
who firft brought vp the vfe of banks y fliould be more expert therein then their 
fcholcrs , and fliould referue fome fecret or other to themfclues ? how they may 
breake bankes and become bankcrupts,if they chance to be wearied with that oc- 
cupation . For as they who arc in good creditc and account, and miftrufted; by 
nonenced no great cunning to become bankeruptsrfo they whofe credite begin- 
nethtocracke,and to whom men haue an eye,cannot handfomly breake without 
many Heights and fubtilties. Albeit thefe latter (as experience fliewcth) play tne 
merchants herein more cunningly then the former. And verily the common fay 
inc, There would be no theeues if there were no recesuer sought to be extended to ban- 
krupts. And it further giucs vs to vnderftand,how tranfeendent the wickedneffe 
of this age is in comparifon of the former . For now arrant theeues do not onely 
fcape fcot-frcc, but find abettors euen amongft thofe that fliould rcprefle them 
and who onely haue the fword in their hands to execute the law vpon them.Nay 
there are fome Churches in Italy which areprofelTed ftn&uaries of roguery - and 
rather harbour a thecfe that hath ftolen ten or twcntiethoufandpounds,then One 
that hath cut a purfe not worth a groate. And it is grown now to a enftom tbgtae 
dayes of payment, yea day after day 5 durin g which time, honeft men who are co- 
fened of a 11 their goods in this fort, are conftrained to fee thefc conicatchers make 

K good 
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chcarc at their owne cofts, and yet dare not fpeake a word » No w thefe d?ic$ 
fptte,arc ftrange alluring baites . I remember I was once in a place, where a 



fide of a rich merchants houfe (who was a banker)had bene burned,where 
reported that himfelfe had fet it on f7re,to the end he might with fbme colour ok 
taine a longer day of payment , whereby he fhould gaine twentie times as much 
as the fire had endomaged him.Yet I denie not but that fuch termcs are fome,time 
expedient,and that they were inucnted vpon good confideration : 1 fpeake onejy 
againft the abufe herein committed. But leauing the deciding of this con ti ouerfiq 
to more competent Iudges,I wil addc this one thing concerning thefe bankcrout 
thecucs,that though I haue fpoken of bankerupts,taking the word bunker up in his 
fpeciall and proper fignification, yet I exclude not thofe that are comprifed vndcr 
the generall acception , whether they become bankerupts by hiding their heads, 
or making ouer their goods, or otherwife 



9 



\9 As for womens thefts, my purpofe is to referue them for the kind of theft 
whereof I am hereafter to intrcatc, as being that which makes them much more 
famous or rather infamous: and wherein if not all women (God forbid it fliouid 
bc,fo) yet fome of all forts haue their hands. Whereas oncly fome filrhy queanr 
efpectally our puzzles of Paris vfcthis other theft whereof wc haue fpokei. 
whence I will borrow two examples which ftiall eafilyfhew that the number of 
curpurfes is not fmal.TherTrft ilia! be of a woman take as flic was cuttine a purfe in 

•?^ r f C > Wh ° Pf rcciuin g rhat lhe P arf y whofe purfe (he had cut,wokl accufe her 
if flic did notreftorc itagain,tookehim afidc,and leading him into a corner apart 
told him fecretly -True it is indeed I cut your purfe,and put it in my basket among 

ti n? n0t ^i* ° f thcm k is > fce if V°« can *™ " better then 

of them . I haue alfo heard of an old woman,who feeing a poore wench much 
grieucd for that her pur/e was cot, told her that flieknewagocd remedy forir 
Deale (quoth ft,e) as thou haft bene dealt with . The wench eafilv Pcrfwaded m 

makemc runnemad. Anothe^a Z teH ! I ft a> y °" ™? dunce 

euerhauc come hither if I had 'CSW think I wold 

bad him plucke vp a good hSH? A , no *«,when his ghoftly father 

(quo <h &) it JrKf^J^J^ 8 ° " ■ ' *° ° fir 

'<*»told him, My friend I XJvo, !n, f ?Tr ° W 1^ hu Ano,,w > wh ™ Sir 
uemanfwered.nL^r^^ fl "l' r "Pr* *« m?ht with Godin hea. 
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nfwered,Goandfup thereyourfe fefo l"™* ms f» 

you in my roome,and I will ZIZ, n ™ a ? p , Ur P ofcd f0 ftft 10 ^y ; or,Go 

for drinkc, and beca* 

pledge himfor feare of the 1^,^^^ * 



through 
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through fuch a lane, for I am indebted toone thcre,who will arreft me i Another 

faid to the hang-man now ready to turhe him off, looke well what thou doeft,for 
if thou tickle me,thou wilt make me ftart.But this of a Picardis moft famous of all 
the reft, to whom(being vpon the ladder) they brought a poore weather-beaten 
wench that had miicaried^elling him that if hevwould promife vpon his faithand 
faluation to take hcr to wife, they would foue his life : whereupon defiring to fee 
her go, and pcrcciuing that flic was lame and that flie limped, he turned himfelfe 

to the hang- man,and laid Attaquc.attaqutjtlle dbque: Diftatcbjifpatchfie halt ah. 

And Iremembcr that being at fuppcr in Anfpurge with Charles de Marillac then 
Bifliop of Vienna^ and Ambaffaddur for the French King, when this ftory was 

rold s a Dutch gentleman who was at the table, paralleled it witH another very like, 

of an accident that happened in Denmarkejo wir/)f a man adiudgedto theblock 
to whom (being vpon the fcaffold) they brought a woman that had trod awry' 
offering him the (ame condition they bad done the former: where the fellow ha- 
uing viewed hcr well, and perceiuirtg that (lie had a fliarpe nofe and Hat chec kes, 
faid he would not buy repentance fodcare- vttering withal! a Dutch prouerbe in 

rime, the meaning whereof is tbk jvHder a parte nofe and flat cheehes there it no good 
to be found. I remember alfo that it was concluded out of thefe examples at that 
fuppcr , that whores in former times were more hated and abhorred then at this 
day.But to leaue this difcourfe, and to returne in a word to the iefts and fcoffes of 
thefe wicked wretches,I will onely addethis one thing, that if there were nothing 
elfe to flicw the power and efheacieof Gods word where it hath free paffage, this 
alone were fufficient to proue that where mens confeiences are touched to the 
quicke,fuch euents arc feldome or neuer feene» becaufe the word of God teaching 
what eternall life and etcrnall death mcane,and piercing through (as the Apoftlc 
faith) cucn to the diuiding of the fbule and the fpirit, cauferh the ftoutcft cham- 
pions and moft defperate ruffians fcrioufly to bethinkc themfelues of their future 
cftatc: whereas mens forged and dcuifed doctrines, vnder colour of religion, dull 
fbme,andminiftervnto others matter of laughter. 

2 1 1 proceed now to the fecond kind of theft , which I kept in ftore for wo- 
men, I mcane that whereby they hornifie their husbands. And here calling adul- 
tery theft , I follow the Latine, where fur mm (which properly fignifieth theft) is 
often taken for adultcrium^Yax. is, rf^/^/y. For wh ich ca life it is called by a peri- 
phraftsfuYtiuaVenm^furtmavoluptas^furtiua gartdia^midfurtiua nox. The like 

circumlocutions being vfed alfo in Greeke . And fo a child begotten in adultery 
is called in French * Vn enfant defrobe . And verily (all things being duly confide- * A rto,cn 
red) it will be found that there is no theft comparable to this, if we regard the fator™* 
common fay\ng,Tbatwhtch umrth the flealing^ worth the refforing.Which can- begotten 

not be f lid of the theft we now fpeake of: for how can a woman reftore rhat vnto ftcaUh * 
her husbandjvvhich flicftealeth not from him, but rather alienateth and lofeth in 
fuffering it to be taken from her?or what honorable fatisfa(5hon may make amends 

for fuch a fault < Therefore it was excellently faid by the witticftof all the Latine 
Poets. 

nulla reparabilis arte 
La ft pndkit'ta ejl t defer it ilia femtl. 

Who alfo in a ciuill and modeft manner doth not onc ly expreftc adultery by this 
or the like phrafes, Ledere pudorem (which fienifieth word for word, to hurt or 
wrong ones chaftitie) but by others alfo which properly fignin*eM{/r,as when he 
hith t 4uferre pndorem^mdfaperepudorem.Of; ihcfaft we haue an example in the 

K 2 fecond 
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fccond bookc of his Metamorphofis,in thefe words : 

Et ft let, & Ufi datjigna rubor e pudoris. 

Of the fccond,in the Cm: 

Aut linguam, at que oculos, & qua tibi membra pudorem 
AbJlulerant,fcrro rapiam. 

And in the firft, — tenuity fugam, upuitfa pudorem. 
And in the Epiftle of Helena to Taris: . 

Nee fpolium nojlri turpe pudoris habe. 

Which is fpokenofa married man, and of her of whom he dcliuercd that ex- 
cellent faying formerly mentioned. In which phrafes we are to obferue the word 

pudor flame, which fignifieth,that a woman committing fuch a facf ,doth not only 
loofc her good name (as we fay in French, Ojlerfhonneur a vne file, To take amy 
4 maids good name) but cucn all ftiame and modcftie.We are here further to note, 
that our anceftors (to the end they might emphatically defcribc an impudent per- 
fonyind (hew how great a vice they iudged impudencic to bc)called an impudent 
man a dogjmd an impudent woman a W;.But how (may fome fay) do thefc ex- 
amples taken out of Quid and fuch like Poets, agree to the former difcourfe con- 
cerning theft , fith in the verfes where married women are onely mentioned, and 

not maids, it is not /aid that they defraud their husbands, but that,that is taken 
from them which properly belongeth to their husbands? To which I anfwcr,that 
albeit women commit not this theft thcmfelues,they are notwithstanding rightly 
called thceuesi becaufc that after they haue defrauded their husbands of the Ioue 
and loyaltic which they promifed them by folemnc ftipulation, and fet it vpon o- 
tlicrs, they yeeld and proftitutc themfclues vnto them , that fo they may fteale 
that from their husbands which of right belongs vnto them. 
22 I fry they proftitutc themfclues : to pur a necefTary diftinclion bctweene 

fuchasarcal ured by pleafure,and thofe who are compelled by force.For fhethat 
(for want of l,r^ 

vflc) a whores forehead, and is in plaine tcrmes a very theefe: whereas flic that is 
not able to withftand the violence that is offered hcr,and fo isconftrained to yeeld 

to the : wicked will of man - or is circumucntcd by fubtilty , and lb hath that taken 
fiomher which othcrw.fe flic would neuer haue yeclded'argucs by her rcfiftance 
no onely that flie » not acceffary to the theft; but that her chaftity is nothing im- 
peached or impaired therby . And what better guardian can there be of a woman* 
chaftuie then the loue which (lie beareth to hefhusband; tolflo^beSSS 
the foule and not m thebodyjit muft needes folio w,that fo long aX foukhnS 
polluted with the body, chaftity remaines entire without eSfpo t^ blot And 
how may we better know that the mind remaineth purine bXbdned^fflSl 



1 



damode/lmaide, isaftc 



r 



nagc railed a modefl watron.Whcxc 



twevoorc Lucretta did not iudecariohf nf^r ; a « ,VYnCTC * 

flie faid , flic had loft her chaS Affi^L ? d ° ' ^ 

pi iue a woman thereof The re ore r ' m th f power of man t0 de " 

was defiled, but 1 m nd wS K * eafi ? wnrds ^hat her body 

troll her former afCon^ s lj^ 

of vertue,and not the bod^ vS^l^l^ Mc ™ m H is the fcatC 
Hder : for they do not one* cSffi^ 



in 
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in her owne bloud 5 but haue hence taken occafion toektoll heft tolhe sides 9 as a 
moft vermous and couragious womar* - in reucngin^^ vnto her, 

by her owne death. But before I make anfwer to the M o^bie^on,touching the 
violcnceand v.llanie 5 which (as they fay) was Offered'attd done to her chaftitie : I 

would defire ihem tomew me what they meaheby tot in i myvrtdcr- 

ftandin- it is abfurd , that an iniury mould be reuengtd by the death of him to 
whom ft was offered, itnd notof htm that offered it . 1 might further aUcdgc, that 

(he faid nor^ ors vltrix ^^Mi^^iM^ takb ^ uc % bu ^^ 

rit mv death (hall be a Wknetfe. As though (he mould haue faid, MydeathftiaU 
witneffe thattoali the world^ which lying hidden n myheart,I am not able to ex- 

prelle.I was fo farre from being allured by iuft and fenfuality to yeeld mine aflent> 
that mv life by reafon thereof isaburden vnto me, and as bitter a* death ltfelfe; 

Foranfwer to the fecond. Be it thather death were ymdicatiue , yet it were buta 
reuenee of the iniury done to the defiled body, and not of the wrong done tothc 
vndefiledmind, which is the feate of chaftitie. Whereupon an auncieht writer 
(whofename S^«rfwconcealeth|hath this excellent faying, oftrangtand 

admirable thing , there *ere tm perfonsMl^t committed adultme But 

S . Au V 4*e d4u teth the point further in this fomlfit Were not light sknte^ 
and leuitie that caufed her to companie With TarqmnmsM is vniuftly pumfhedi 
confiderina (he is chaft, For certes, the more her adultery is excufed, the more is 
hcrmurthercondemned i and contrarily , the more her adultery is condemned, 
the more is her murther excufed : this being granted,that it were lawfullfor aman 

tokOlhimfelf^^ 

ter, hath a finer of his owne in his fecond reafon (iftt be his) when as he faith, Si 
tdllter*, ourlaudats? ft pudica,<«r occif*? that is,lf (he were an adulterejle,why is 
(hecommended? ifflie werechaft,whywasftie murthered - Vpon which wo ds 

a friend ofmine (an excellent fcholler, and one whom God hath enriched with 
many rare gifts and graces of his fpirit, the fruite whereof is reaped in many places 

ofChriftendome at this day) made not longfince this pleafant Epigram, which 

I will here impart to the Reader: 

Si tibi fort } fiat £,iiacih, gram adulte^ 
jmmeriib ex merit a pramtaCitde petit. 

S/npotiuscaftoviseftallatApudmi 

guts furor eft hojlis crlmincvelle mors? 
Frujlra tgitur laudem caftas&uctcthinamque 

Velfun(i(aruU^vel\ceUrata i cadis. ' V 

I will here alfo fet it downe in French as it was turned ex tempore by one of the 

Authors friends 



Si le paillardia pteu, cefi a grand /^Lucrccc, 
Que par ta tnort tu veux»coulpable^ ejlre louee: 
CMais ft ta chafletejar force eft viclee, 
Tour le forfait d > autruj i mourn efi ■ ce fagejfe? 
Pour ncant done tu veux ta memoire eflreheurtufi 
Car,oui« meurs mefchante t ou tu meursfurieufe. 

That is, 

Were that vnchafl mate welcome to thy bed* 
Lucrece,*% luftwas iufllyfunifbed. 

Why feek'fl thou fame that dtdtt deferuedly 
m if foule force defifd thine honefihed 



? 



* 
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Hismtfy rtgc ffould bunt btKtfmijbed: 

Why did ft then fir Mothers inUanief 

Btlhmjesthjikrftef/kmeistttVMiift, 

l> jiag^trfw find rtgt,<iigmhit kit. 

ButnottofpcakeofChriftians,I perfwade my felfc that if this M of hm haH 
bene propounded to heathen Philofophers , they would iiaue ? iucn no other 

ludgcment. Sure I am of Xamphoi), who in two feuerall places giucs this reafon 
whyhusbands maylawfully kill thcadulterer, viz. becaufe he Lies from them 

«be loueand loyalue of their wiues, due to none but to thcmfelucs : For if (&2 

he) it fo fall out that a woman be forced againft her will , yet ha husband w II en- 
tertaine her as kmdlyymd loue her as dcarcly as beforc,fJ long as her louc toward 
him .s harac and em.rc.Wh.ch faying of his agreed, wcl witLy formerS? 
tat there is no better gard™ of a womans chaftity.then her loue to her husband' 

Now <h,s pom 1 1 was the more willing to handle , as a cordiall for chaft and mo' 

deft matrons} that if they chance cither by fury of the warres or inMrnZ 

d rr°T ,to , f r "i like incon "~ widiz^^MS 

IESSm » ' ii ' d ' *at which hath bene- faid.and m kc vfc 

13 But,forone that takctluhe matter fo to heart that <h<- ft in c 
fuchaduettifements, thcrearefl fcarcmeianhiiS i 1 j nds ne «fe of 
manner of admonitions,*, pithendn m,nd1Xft iT^ ^ d T dc of oth « 
nie is ; and to withdraw the J E < TSll W*** i ?? 1 nd of """'"lo. 
bboiiring by all meanes to 

theexamplcofanhoufe, which ^S^S^T^ m T mcn1 ^ 
and inmates be/idc the owner. £ W ^Z^ 'M° r H m S othCT § uefti 
the honertcft of all the PhilofoXr! f,? f h ( ,7 ' ^"ft""" I M ke to be 
themfclues and thcfrKJ^^,? TUT in his timc d *n d < d 

hands . Wherein though S d"l much 1', a *" conrinu .IIy iA their 
'"ftpartonusn^aninllmwordS y« itwas.he 

conftrutton let vpon them wh c h SSS, « ? *° '""i*"* ' or haue this 

themfclues, and iuftifie Sw in M m T n ? n V ade ,licrc< > fto d ^ d 
w«e to plight their troth tothcirh„?h IT "u C ,: . or '* not, that women 
for all comers; butheaimcda ^ anoSfi 3t ^ m, S hc "^l* open houfe 

tablemond, in the iudgemem o 1 etr , th ° Ueh ? * "« 

it is farrc more tollable then the o^at „ dlus I dare fay, that 

which adultery draweth after it . HwWil and in «nuenience S 

teftimonie tvhich Epici (lm giuc h of Th e 7 ni' ? T P ' ain| y P 0 ™ 1 * b y ^ 
tookeno fuchgiMt^^l^^X?!"^^ i" his time, that they 

»*cy>ouldne 8 ucrta ^Ktel^^ ^ «*'^ 
Polmdes, efpeciallythofe places wh' | h t ,ucs ( fo, . nu <* inreadinq P/J/,« 

% thetrlelTon well enough withom f book ItS . l(,1, « h not , feeing they can 

God 
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God knowes againft their wife) doth properly belong vntb them in the opinion 
of all vpriglu, confcionable and indifferent iudges . .Which commendation he 
gaue mem , who being told that tbetime would come when he ihould wcare 
homes as well as his neighbours-,, awdbe mocked as kindly as he had mocked o- 
ther$,laid,he knew a goodremedielbrit And being intreated to (hew what pre- 

(eruatiue he had in ftore againft fuch cuckoliztng^ anfwered, That he would ntuetr 
marry in Parts: infinuating, that there was no place in the world where this in- 
conucnience mightworle be auoided . for my part, if I were to ipeake my con- 
(cience herein 5 as befeid, that he loued frlatovKW^ but lowed truth better: 
lb hauing made this proteftation, that I prefevre the truth before my natiue coun- 
trey , I muft needs conlc(le,that though 1 haue trauellcd through diuers countries 
and (biourned there no fmall timc , yet was I neuer in place where cuckolds are 
better cheapc,or (to fpeak more properly) where they may be made better chcape 
then at Paris. Some cuckolds are glad they haue fuch homes, thinking themfelues 
the better for them : others, who are not yet come to this prefermenr,watch opor- 
tunitie to clime thereunto. A third fort are malcontent with their heauieheadsi 
butalaspoorcfoules,thereisnorcmedie but patience: for if they complaint of 
their wiues neuer fo little, they mall be fore,not onely to weare longer and larger 
in fpite of their teeth , but in ftcad of pulling them in and hiding them , fliall be 
made to (lie w them to the world ; as we fee in the example' of certaine kind cuc- 
kolds mentioned before, who commencing fiue againft their wiues for fuch dal- 
liance and double dcaling,got nothing but their paines for their labour 3 viz*to be 
pointed at euen by little children,who could fry , thefe are they who cauled them- 
fclues to be regiftred for cuckolds by the icntenice of the Court.By which we may 
foe,what difference there isbetweene this and former ages 5 when (as Xenaphon 
witnefteth) the law was fo ftrift againft adultettrs,that they only of all delinquents 
were to die the death. But lcauing the hiftoricS of former times, we fee how men 
are permitted in many places of fisty (in fucha caTe) to do execution vpon their 
wiues, without other formeof iuftice. And I remember,that during mine abode 
at Tuples (uSortly after the beginning of thcWarre of Siena) accrtaine*/ , 0;tytf//f *Anexi! 

being fecretly entred into the citie killed his wifp,wmom he tooke at vnaWarcs in baniAcd 
thcM. And it was told me fome few daycrsafter, that He ivas not onely acquit 
and cleared by the Court,but that the magiftrates were about toenail a law,mat 
z\\ Forufs/tes whoftealing priuily into the tto^^aridperforme the like iuftice in 
d.'nng execution vpon their adulterous wiues, rtiould not onely be exempt from 



punimment, but' alio redeemc their banifhmipnt . Yetlicanhot iuftlyfay that 



fo concluded : but fure lam, that I heard hfpoken by one of their chiefeft 
counfellers,fliort!y after the death of their Viceroyi And though we had no other 
ftoty but that of the Sicilian Euenfong , it wew fufficicnttoijr.ew, that cUc^ 
were then made dog cheape. But I feare me,all that I can lay herein, will bcBut io 



many wafte words fpoken in the wind,efpeciallly being directed ro thofe who 



lie fo much vpon the noddy- like iimpliciticjand cuckold- likebowntic of thek' trim 
husbands . for doubtlcfle there area number at this day>cplln4germans' t^-that 
wittall, who fufpeding that his wife plaid thewantonin his abfence, came vpon 

a time and tooke her at vna wares in the fact, and feeing his lieutenants ftwics'ftan- 

ding by the bed fide 5 See ((aid he) aplaine proofe hcreof. itisenough fof be to 
haue fecne it:and hauing fo faid>went backe iagalne, leaning rb<hT)'fo.maI<efBrt r end 
of their fport. And camming the next morning fohiskinfineflindfriehif^told 
them what had befallen him: faying witha!l,0> Lord how may a man be tran^or- 

K 4 ted 
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ted with angers for wncn I faw theknaues fliocs (landing by the bed fide, I could 
haucfound in my heart to haue pulled them in a thoufand pceces. But to returne 
to the argument in hand. Albeit this difcourfe would feme for no other end, yet 
it wouldlerue toproue that thofe hufwiues, who becaufe they can Co cafily plant 
homes on their husbands hcads,are called gal/ant mnches ^uickt witted^merry^dif 
cntt, wife, well fpken Sociable, or (at the \votfk)goodgofsi^ fliould be termed (as 
they were in old time) thecucsjtitchtsjxd majlme-whores , to omit their common 
cpithetcoff alt-bitches . But it is now high time we proceed to the pranks which 
women haueplayd fo cunningly with their husbands, that it is not without eaufe 
that both Latin and Greekc writers call them thefts: fot if adultery (how euer it be 
committed) may truly be called theft $ much more that which is accompanied 

with fuch fubtilries and Heights. 

24 To profecute therefore the examples of the fine fetches praclifed by our 
hufwiues in fuch like thefts, farre furpalfing (in my conceit) the wiles and fubtil- 
ties of our anccitors wiucs: I will begin with a Height which I hauc heard at Paris 
a thoufand time$,and hauefound it finccamong the narrations of the late Queen 
of Navarre, being fo famous that it may well be the ring-leader of the dance. Acer* 
tainegroomeof Charles M Duke of ^/c-/?f<?» Vchambcr,hauing intelligence that 
his wife ( much yongcr then himfclfc) was very familiar with a yong gendemam 
being at the firft very loth to credite the rcport,yct at the laft he relblucd widi him- 
fclfc to ti ic the truth dicreof . Whereupon he f aincd bufinefle abroad for two or. 
three day es : where his wife being loth to let fo good an opoi tunitic flip, without 
hauing her loucts companie , fentforhim ftraightaftcrhcrhusbandsdeparture. 
But hegiumg them not fo much time as to be one halfe houre together, returned 
backc agame, and knocked hard at the doore She knowing it was her husband, 
told herlouer; who was prefently ftricken with fuchabodily feare, thattoe would 
hauegiuen 1 11 the points at his hofe tohaue bene gohc,and could hauewilhed 

•3 It Ti ] I C T an I" the ^ 0nc ' But twilling him to make himfeJfe ready 
n al haft , bad him be of good cheare, and let her alone, for flie knew a ready way 
o let hnii efcapc without danger Jn the meane time her husband continued knoc- 

e£f It T' a u^ al mg ? hcr u a . s Ioud * he < ouId - But inning the deafe 

care, made as though fheheard nothing , and to colour the matter theW,cai, 

mey pcace,tnat make fuch fchoifeat the doore? Is this a fit houre to come to ho- 
neft mens houfesdf my husband were athome,they durft not bVfXTd NoW 

MM T d f l0Ud *]* C0U,d ' Smet »?< >?<» thheore , ye fie Opened knot 
riljhc law her louer ready, watching fitopVunitie to flip away fl£ oS 

S^iu^ ( . whohad l rr e c ^ and WKSS 

fimlMnd.m3 ns wifehc 3 rin 2 ZKhL; a d Pnn «ucfurthcr.cports,howa 

« aa . who wK^SSSS^T foft '^ W« ,hc t,a P doorc * i,h 

«nca wttn luymg there fo long , looked through the trap doore, 

where 
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where he efpted the womans husband (leeping by the fire, but the grwtLoutfea- 

ned fo heautly on the fan(as he ftouped downe) thatbqthcame jumbUng downe 
together hardbythegoodmantwho awaking at the tioife, and asking his wife 

what it meantiweet heart (laid (he)it is our Curate, who borrowed our fen,and 

hath now brought it home againe.The ftmple fot tooke this* a fufficicnt anfwerj 
vet ffaid he) he returnes it very churlilhly , fori was aftaid thehoule would haue 
fallen vpon my head. She further maketh menrion of a maid, who to the end Ore 
might more fecurely enioy rhe company ofher louer.who was iferuant in the houle 
wifh her (which houfe the Princefle alfo mcntioncth) feared her njiftns out of 

her houfe (in rheabfencc of her husband) by making her afraid of a kind of fpint 

called * HtbtMm. But her husband coming home againe about two yeares after, 

& finding that his wife had remoued to anothet houle vpon this oc<afion,brought 

her back? to her old hoinc,telling her that he would not feare him a whit.though 



,r wot the diuel himlelf. And indeedhe playd his part fo well,that albeit thefi 

(Imeanc the maide that counterfetted rhe fpitit^vho alfo ouerthrew and tumbled 

boords, treffels and ftooles vp and downe the chambcrj buffeted him the firft 
boards, trelleB a v for fc ^ foU ^ c ^ h d 




orhe Ud as (he began to deale heiblowes. Which puts me m mmd of a hke 
ftory which 1 haue often heard of my deceaffed mother.of a maid A«fi«d A» 

Hi her father , who to feare all out ^f^ n "^ hl ^^Z 
refort to folace her (clfe.and foend the time in dalance with a feruingman of the 
hoS^Scd a fpirit 5 which knauery had not bene detected but by means 
of the &°d Sher madeira man of excellent patts, and great learmng for thofe 



and fuch like plrantomcs,haue holpen women to play the wantons , in celebranng 

Evueries Andvctily fincefpiritsaodghofcleftwatogbynight, wo- 

men which followed the occupation haue loft much by the bargame, feeing rh« 

wXi. laVand fureft refuge. I "^^^"J^^JSS 

rmfitn cofined her husband by incancs ot fuch a Rohm good ftllovp, wluch ^kna uc- 
rie ofhers was rhe argument of a play.which many yeares after I faw aifed by the 
Phver, o f Sphere rgenikRiader) how Monks and rheir mates (I meane 
iheir ind Kates) haue benched themfclues and made their trenchers fat (as . .s 
nrte French i ouerb) with this opinion and perfwafion of the common peop!^ 
» which no wirhftanding (fince sbufes were dctc4ted) euen they who before 

ofs^and the Francifans of Orltm played by meanes of thefefpiriB.whofe 
ndpSfthto 

ciuTe the good opinion which men had of their holincflc , did furnilh them 

nnr fnr all that rtince their knaueries were difcouered) helpe them at a deaa litr 

S to fiWMphta fword for all afrayes,as in former tune. And can we 

now wonder that true religion which hath opened menseyes,and enlightened 

^SwfStoowtalge ofthe truth, (houldhaue anymore mortanenemies 
toft ftfandwLi Where vnder rhe name 

eomplaine that they are forgotten, ! ^t^tt^^T 
niratine Frieis.taa and rag. whether they be blacke,White,oi gray. 

T< 6 Ctor«urnetoourmodeftmatrons: let vshearehow a toe of Am 
kept both her<wneTrSi°e with her husband and Frier *Mfc alfo . « whom 
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(although he was her goflip (as being godfather to one of her fonncs) befon. h, 

becamea Frier) (he hadproftituted her felfiyiot once nor twice,but fo often^» 

a man would haue thought (he (hould haue bene cloyed, at leaft (hould hot C 
bene fo greedy of fuchmeate. It fortuned that whilcft the Frier was wirh rh* ffl 
thy queancand h.s fellow with hermaidein a lofrof the houfe,her husband am, 

knoclungat the doore, and calling for her. Whereupon (he cried out Alas T 

^SS&SSA ■ul hm ™ (in f a «* » ith h 5 «fc & bad the F 



husbanded boare his nofe with a cuftiion . And hauin e rold h in. 



^vjut uo,c witn a cuinion . Andhau ne told him what -tanZ 

.ftouldplay in this P ageant,(heanfwered him (who wasalthis whfleSSS!5S 

bouncmgat the doore) .(NwfcS!^^ 

""J n ,bat ' hc lM f W hef chi,d in «»* fi»* Place whaSSrfT 

hide Lugh, I fl-ouldSufe^ Jgl W 

husband had welnigh fwouXla, rie " ^.^^fP^-Herfitiilh 

gaine, hcd^bSn^!^^. 6 ^'- " 3 whlletal(in shearra. 



mod dead to fee the dflC t 7 r" ^ A 1 ,hc M « ai(f *c) I 

haue giuen vp the ^,fotfS^^^{^ ,K ^ M P^n««y 
God would) J./. WwiHSff ™ "? the WOr '^ what t0 d0! «w <* 
in his ^l^Go&pSiS^^ Wf y «nfcm, »d taking him. 

ftomacke,and will be l^death Except he tl,r Vvormcs > w ' ,ich S<™ vpon his 

not, I will coniure them wellenS ™1 ° mc '"^ for t,,em : b « km 

Igo hence.you (hall fcS^fiJ^™ ^ ** *f qUick, y 5 for ■**« 
we wantedyou wfycenKS^ W C And be «ufc(faid ihc) 

intteated his fellow to fay Sn an vnr!., ?' "f maidc could not fin < you, he 
felues here :in this ^fttty*^ 11 ****"" 

ptefent at fuch a myfterie . And I S t'f^ m< ? thcr of t,,e cl,i '° ™y be 

finp lZ mny dld you thereupon * W^l mple «*U™nbe anfwe- 

""ShiscountenanceroPrauitie hiJu , badmmco niein:andcomnn. 
nelfe I haue recoucred, ftuSfi^^y™ K whom by G od s3 

had 
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had heard from the place whercJic lay hid) came downe from the? loft» and told 

his brother maid that he had fcid the foure prayers which he had enioyned him. 
Which done,the fimplefellow made them a banquet of the beft wine, with ftqre 

of prcferues and fweet meates • and accompanying them out of his houfe with a 
thoufcndand athoufond thankes, recommended them to Gods protection : and 
caufing a picture to be made in all haft jkx it vp among his other pictures before the 

image of S.Ambrofe* 

a 6 Moreouer, we reade of fundry women, who haue played ftrange part* 
with their husbands,through the counfeli and aduice of Priefts (or Monks) who 
had fomc tntereft in them • butthofe I will refcrue (asteafon requires) rofurntfh 
out the legend of Ecclefiafticall vertUcs here next enfuing,(left it mould be laid, 
that for the great refpect I haue of womens credit,I (hould afcribe that vnto them 
which of right belongs to Church-men.) To profecute therefore my former di£ 
courfe (after I (hall haue once againe intreated the Reader to pardon me, if I be 
ouer-tedious in the rchearfall of fome of thefe ftories, the better to difcouer thefc 
damnable deuifes, and to breed a lothing and deteftation of them > the memory 
whereof ought otherwife to beburied) I will begin with a finefeate played by a 
woman of Florence , as it is recorded by two Florentines, who haue written of it 
almoft in the fame maner.Whileft this Florentine was with her knaue,there Came 
another,to whom (though fore againft her will,yet for certaine refoc^s) (he gaue 
entertainment. She then hearing him come vp theilaires , defired him that came 
firft,to hide himfelfe behind the bed,till (he had fent the fecond awaw whom.be- 
caufe (he could not difmifle fofoone as (he wimed, it fo fortuned that her hu£ 
band came whilcft both were with her in the houfaThen if euer there was poorc 
woma put to her (hifts,it was (he,feeing (he was tq anfwer for them both at once* 
and to giue a reafon of their comming : and as for the fecond, hc could not chufe 
but be defcried, hauing left his horfe in the court, thinking her husband had bene 
gone from home. What doth (he then? Markc the wile of a womans wit : (he r< 
quefted him that came the fecond,to draw his fword , and with an angry frow- 
ning countenance to runne downe the ftaires, and to (ay as he went, I vow here 
before God 1 will meete with him in fome other place: which when hc had done (not 
anfwering her husband a word,who asked him what the matter was, but that he 
wold meet with him fome where elfe,which hc boud with a great oath) the eood 
man went vp the (hires, and finding his wife at the (hires head ( penfiue and fore 
afraid ) asked her what the mattet was,and why the man who he met went in fuch 
threatning maner? She drawing back towards the chamber,that her knaue behind 
the bed m ight heare her , anfwered , Alas husband I was neuer in fuch fearc in all 
mylife. for here is a yong man within, a ftranger whom I neuer (aw before,who 
fled hither to faue himfelfe,being purfued by one with a drawne (word . To be 
fhort,(hc handled the matter fo cunningly by her prittlc Di attlc (thcgallant which 
lay htd,afterwards affirming that it was fo) that whereas (lie liken villanous queane 
had donchcr husband double wrong in one and the feme action , yet (lie made 

him beleeue that (he had done both honeftly and wifely,in forefeeing that no fuch 

m ifchiefc (hould be committed in his houfe.The good man then hauing inuited 



the knaue to fupper,and furniflied him with a good horfe, brought him (afely 



his houfc to Florence.This was the Florentines feate. Let vs now heare how 
ther hufwife nearc to Florence gulled her husband' with the likc s which though it 
may feeme at thefirft not halfefo cunningly carried as the formerly ct it exceeds 
not oncly it,but all the reft I haue lemembred: fo that I cannot fufficiently wonder 
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1 hafoiwom«ifh6uld haue fuch wits& wiles to foue their credit & good name; and 

in lie mcane time (hold be to ill aduifed tohazard the fame.But the prouidence of 

God is much more to be wOndred at,in caufing thefe fhifts and dcuices (inuented 
to cloke their knaueries) to be the only meanes to difcouer them to theworld,and 
propagate diem to pofteritie: which ought to teach vs to walk before bini in frare; 
This gentle Gilltin then hauing hid her varlet vnder the bed,went forthwith to her 
husband (who came home vyhc me litle expected,) and began to chide hihi exece* 
dingly,telling him that it Itemed he was pUrpofed to comit her into thfe fergeants 
hands,who were but newly departed, hauing ranfacked euery corner of the houfe; 
The poore man quaking to heare fuch newes,asked her aduice what was beft to be 
done,coridering the gates of the citie were already fh ut.She told him (he knew no 
better courfe then to hide himfelf in the doue-coat.-where hauing mewed him vp, 
& taken away the ladder,to put him in greater feare, fhe C3ufcd her knaueto coun- 
terfet the Sergeant,and after he had madca great rumbling noifc about the houfe, 
(he flcpt with him fecurcly, holding him dole prifoner of who (lie ftood in feare! 
It were infinite to recount al the fleights and fubtilties which are reported of thefe 
hofwiucs(to omit thofe that are dayly inuented) though I fliould but only reckon 
Vp fuch as hauebencplaicd at Paw] where notwithftanding women haue no fuch 
need of a Robin good fellow to helpe them at a pinch,as in other places, confide, 

ring thegreat Iiberric(orlicerice rather) which is granted them. Now as wehaue 

fpoken of fome thecucs more cunning then bold , and of others more bold then 
cunning : fo we haue examples of two forts of thceuim queanes to inftance this 
kind of theft whereof we now fpeake. And to begin with their boldneffc and it 
pudencic: I remember a notable example of a woman whom I haue fcene fundrvi 
times at ParU, who hearing her husband knock at the doorc as (he was in bed with 
her louer, would not once fti rre a foote>t charged the porta (to whom (he had 
gmcn the watchword) that he (hould not opc n the doorc till he had bene found- 
y wet a full hourc by the clockc,to the end me might enioy her knaues corripanie 

Hfnl° ng a * *a T u ? f f 3nic at hcr P Icaf ^- Where her filly husband (no 
th ing ; mifti urt.ng fuch falfe play) continued crying and calling,^,*,* thedvore. 

fn 7° hC cncd > thc . m01 e turfed, laying, that he laboured but in vaine, 
and that flie was too cunning to be deceiued by fuch a companion though he 

iS^^T^ IT hUSban , ds ^Waning hL ^UhSS 
hkeoK with fuch a garland as he would not 

onefornierlymenti^ 

feme good Sain r.Tr ue it fclM^S^^ ™T *? t ° f 
yet in fome credit.) But goinfe on ^^T^tS^f^ alfo (whichare 
of matter then ooino in proccflion £™^ C( ^ 

befell 
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befell th e Prieft who followed b er direction .The ftory (which is fomous amohgft 
fiue hundred) is this : The Curate of Qhzaw neare to Amboifi, pcrfwaded by bis 
hoftefle (who he kindly entertained ) to make as though he would be gelded (to 
preuetn the fufpition and icaloufic of her husband,) and the feate to be done to 
one M.Peter des Serpens Jjorne zxrillantrois in Berry fat for his kinsfoIks,ah3 ha- 
uing told them that though he durft neuer difcouer vnto them bis maladie, yet he 
now found his cafe to ftand in fuch tickle termes , tljat he was contained to take 
that courfe: whereupon he made his will, and hauing told M. Peter (to colour his 
knaucry the better) that if he chanced to die, he would fbrgiue him with alibis 
heart (albeit he had fecretly agreed with him onely to make a flourim. and for this 
end had giuen him foure French crownes) he put hjmfclfe into^his hands, fuffcr 
ring himfelfe to be bound,and in all points to be handled as one that deflred to Be 
cut indeed. But it is to be noted,that as the Prieft had agreed with M, Peter onely 
to make a flourifh as though he would do fomething: fo his hoft , ( who had intelli- 
gence of this pageant) had couenanted with him vnder hand to geld him indcedj 
promifing to giue him twile as much as he had rcceiucd of the Prieft to counter 
fet and do nothing : fo that being perfwaded by him, and hauing this filly fir/o/to 

at his mercie j after he had ftrongly bound him with cords and thongs, hand ancf 

foote,he went roundly to worke,and (hewed him a caft of his office indeed , tel- 
ling him withal!,that he was not wont to make a mock of his occupation, to here 
into what a pitifull plight this poore Prieft was brought through thedeuiceof this 
wicked woman , and how going about to deceiue her husband more cunningly 
then euer he had done before,himfeIf was ouerreached by a cunning deceit,much 
more preiudiciall to hisperfon. This accident happened about 35.ycaresago« 
Now this gelding of the Prieft puts me in mind of another not vnlike, caufed alio 
by a woman , albeit vpoa farre different occafion.For Poggim writeth that there 
was one in Engubium a citie in Italy , who being exceeding iealous of his wife, and 
perceiuing that he could not learne whether flie vfed the companie of fbmc other 
or not,threatned to do her a flirewd turne,and therupon gelded himfelf jthat if afc 
terwards (he chanced to be with child,fhe might bcconui&ed of adultery. And as 
one narration draweth on another , whileft I was penning the fecond examples 
third came to my mind, caufed likewife by a woman , though vpon an occafion 
differing from both the former, which 1 would not haue related (it being fo ex- 
ceeding ftrange) but that I heard it credibly reported by one who is a deadly cne- 
mie to lying and leuitie. The ftory is this: Thebaftard of the houfe oiCampois 
neare to Romorantin hauing follicited a gentlewoman for thefpace oftwoyearcs, 
and in the end won her good wilhfindinghimfelfe not fb difpofed to execute his 
villanie when (he y eelded hcr felfe^s he defircd-departed to his lodging at chabru 
in fuch a rage and fury,that hauing got a barbers razor,he cut offhis priuities, the 
indifpofition whereof had fruftrared him of his hope, and of the Suite of that 
which he had fo long defired: and hauing fo done/ocked them vp in a cupboord* 
This accident (as I was informed) happened about fiueand twentieyeares a<>o. 
And becaufe it ferues fb notably to difcouer vnto vs what moodie,mad, and furi- 
ous fpirits this ageaffoordcthj wold not omit it no more then the former. Albeit 
they make mention of two forts of gelding , which appertaine not to the fubtill 
fleights of women as the former. 

28 My purpofe was here to haue ended the examples of womens ftratagems, 
but that one comes now tomy mind which I cannot omit, though tending to an 
other end^ Notwithftanding all of them proceed from that fpii it which hath euer 
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bene acctiftomcd to make men the inftruments of their owne deftruaioD.) See 
then as fine and cunning a ftratagemc as can be deuifed (for I hope I may be bold 
to vfe this Greeke word, feeingof late it hath found fuch good entertainment * 
mongft vs) vfed by a woman of Orleans, to come to the period of her purpofe, 
which was to draw a yong fcholler to her lure, with whom flic was in lone . For 
findinenot how (he might fignifie vnto him the great a#e<5hon which (he bare 
him me came to fecke her ConfeiTor in the Church , : and making as though 
(he were in great perplexitie and diftrcfle hauing told him vnder colour of con- 
feffibn that there wasa yong fcholler (to who (he pointed as he walked by chance 

intheChurch;iittle fufpeding fuch a matter) whocea(cd not to follicite her to 
folly, and fo to bring him felfc andheralfo into a pecke of troubles: (he earneftly 
intrcatedhim togiuehim fuch good counfell as he thought fit andrequifite in 
fuch a cafe. And hereupon fas one who fained all this of her fingers; to the end 
fbc might draw him to her bower and bed, whom flie had falfly accufed to haunt 
her houfe,(he told him in particular what mcanes the fcholler had vfed, vizi, that 
his manner was to clime ouer the wall in the euening,at fuch an houre as he knew 
her husband was abroad, & after that to clime vp into a tree,and fo to come in by 

the'windowrto be (hort, that he did thus and thus, vfing thefe and thele meanes, 
fb that flic had much ado to faue her felfe.The ghoflly father failed not to rdl the 
fcholler hereof, vfing fuch remonftranccs as he thought meete.The fcholler,albeit 
his confidence told him that there was not a word true of all that (lie had faid, and 
thathehad not fo much as once entertained any fuch thought:yct made as though 
he tookc all in good part, as one that flood in need of fuch i eproofc , and thanked 
the ghoflly father.But (as the heart of man is prone to cuil) he was not fuch an afle 

but that he could imagine that (lie accufed him of that which (lie defired hefliotild 
put in pra&i(c,confidcring(hc had (lie wed him the way which he was to go,and : 
the meanes he was to v(e ; whereupon falling from euill to worfc,he failed not to' 
go the way which was (hewed him. Not long after,the ghoflly father (whohad 
dealt in thematter in goodearneftj feeing him felfc fb cunningly abufcd , could 
not conrainc,but cried ou t in the open pulpit, T here fie is ,t here jle tsjhat made mt 
her bawd. •' 

29 But it were infinite to recount all their daintie dcuiccs , thofe efpccially 
which they vfe in this behalfe: yet onething there is very woi thy our confidera- 
tion,viz. that the falfe idolatrous religion (compared in holy Scripture to whore- 
dome or fornication) hathalwayes bene the principal! breeder and nouriflierof 
this vice- and therefore the Catholikc Clcargic (as they will needs be called ) haue 
not oncly wrought their wits and employed their fiuc fenfes to inuent fleights,as 
well for thcmfclucs as for their paramours (whom they meant toabufe,)but bane 
vfed for this purpofe that which they call divine feruice, as namely the MafTe,the 
very marrow of their Matins.For it is notorioufly knowne,that they vfe it ordina- 
rily as a bawd. Nay they are come to this pa(Te,to make their midnight Maffcs,or 
(for default thercofjthcir Matins and morow-mafTcs to feme for the fameend,for 
which the Pagans vfed their Sacra bon<t De* .Thus we fee how befides thefe wic- 
ked wiles, deuifed by our wanton wenchesand lii>ht-skirtcd hufwiucs,many,nay 
infinite haue bin inncnted by the counfel and aduice of thefe «hoftly £ uhersrwho 
like gor>d Church men fliould haue fct them in the ridit way to hcaucn, whereas 

they like blind guidcs,lcd them the ready way to hell.Bnt I lcauc it to thy confidc- 

ration (gentle Reader) how cucn the meale-mouthcd Monkes and maidenlieft 

Pnefts of them aU,bchaued themfelues in priuate ; when they were not afliamcd 

to 
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to defend the ftewes .in publikeicucn in their popular fermons: as wc haue heard 

before of 0 W Matllard, who goeth yet a ftcp further,and alleadgeth k place out 
of s.AuguJhne in 1 defence thereof, and would make that holy and learned father 
belecue,that he did approuc of that which prophane Pagans haue condemned c- 
uenby the light of nature: forif we compote thedeajing and demeanour of the 
heathen in this particular with that of many who call themfelues Chriftians we 
.{hall find that they haue dealt Chriftiarily, and Chriftians hcathcniflily, that is to 
fay 5 prophaneIy.For the heathen puniflied adultery very fcucrely,and for the moft 
part with death it felfc : whereas-many Chriftians (aselfewherc 1 haue (hewed) 
make but a icft of it and a matter of merimeor. And fuch are the times,and fo great 
is the corruption of this age, that he that xvould haue examples of rare chaftitic in- 
deed^ to fecke them rather in ancient then in modcrne ftories . And here I re 
member that B apttjia Ftdgofms hauing recorded a ftorie of die chaftitic of a maide 
ot Alexandria called ^W^,breakes forth into an cxclamation^confiderine the 
difference betwixt maids in thofc timcs,& thofe at this day,which I wrl fct do wne 
after 1 haue related the hiftory as followcth : Pytbomene being a (lauc to a citizen of 
Jtow,was (o exceeding beautiful! and of fuch excellent behauiour , that the Ro- 
mane became in louc with her : but perceiuing that he could not winne her nei- 
ther by promifcs nor by menaces , he began to bate* her as much as formerly he 
had I mcd her ; and thereupon accufed her to bca Chriftian (as in truth flic was ) 
AH which notwithftanding.flie pei lifted conftantin keeping herdiaftiticyhoueh 
it were with enduring a moft cruell death, viz.to be fod in boyling pitch. After the 
recital! of which ftorie, Fulgofim faith, where are thofc maides to be found now 
adaycs,who may not well enough blufti for fliame to reade this hiftoriecfith moft 

are fo lane from making refiftance when men offer violence (which notwithftan- 
dmg they might do without danger) as that they leaue father and mother fifter 
and brothcr,kmred and acquaintance, yea and expofe themfelues to infinite dan- 
gers, oncly to fatisfic their beaftly lufts : whereas (lie chofe rather to lofe her life 
then her chaftitic . The feme author records other like ftories, which would (no 
doubt) be accounted very ftrangc, efpccially to fuch as make no more of forni- 
cation or adultery, but a worke of nature and atrieke ofyouth. 

30 There is yet another ftrangc thing worthy to be obferued, viz. that they who 
haue luchqutckcand fliarpe wits in contriuing of thefe Heights (wherein they eo 
farrc beyond their aunceftors) fhould on the other fide notoneiy be brutifli but 
(as it were) blockifli and fenflefle in matters of common courfe or ciuill conucr- 
fttion , efpccially in things appertaining to their faluation , which are as it were 
riddles vnto them,and cannot finke into their heads ; and therefore they lie open 
as a prey to all that will abufe them,as we dial fee more at large hereafter. Whereas 
there is no fuch fubtiltie or fleigbt but they can eafi!y concciue it: what fay I con- 
ceiue it:* nay plot and prattle it fo^ 

which Ifpcakc not of women onely (albeit I hauealleadged no examples but of 
them oncly) but alfo of men, who notwithstanding (all things confidered) haue 
not heads to inuent fuch fubtiltics as women haue befides they take libertieto 
themfelues (fo great is their corruption) to do that publikely which they con- 
demne in womcn,though it be done n?uer fo priuatly. as though God had giuen 
one law for one fcxe,and another for the other. Another reafbn there is why men 

haueno fiich great need of thefe fubtiltics and fleights.in that many vfe force and 

violencc,as vvc (ce in rapes,which are committed at this day with greater impiini- 

tie then eucr they were. Yet when I fpeake of fine fetches, I muft except our good 
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Catholikes of the Popifh Clcargic.w^ 




Z ^Cto returnc to the fine fetches and fubtill flc.ghts of the e gentle Gita: 
confider here a cunning conueyance which may well be called theft , at leaftwife 
iuSg and double dealing, dcuifed by certaine hufwiucs, who knowing them- 
^h^iw^w bellies with ftore of linnen cloth and little cuuh,. 
ons (vet fo as that they may fwell by degrees) and counterfct women with child 
who haue loft their taft, or are wayward, or long for ftrange mcates, or are heame 
and ill at cafe.and at the end of nine moneths fainc thcmklues to be deliuered of 
child,conucy ed fecrctiy from a poore neighbors houfc, or perhaps from the hot 



pitall. But this is not all. For as thefe barren Docs haue vfed t his cunning cariage; 
fo haue they alfo,who when God fends them a daughtcr,dcfirc rather a lonne,thc 
better to content and plcafc their husbands . It is vvcllknownc that there was a 
dame of Dauphin about fittcene yeares ago, whopeicciuing that her husband 



bare her no °rcat good \vill,for that flie had borne him none but daughters, dcui 
led this Height to winne his lowcagain.Shc dealt with a poore woman,who coun 



ted much about the time with her fclfc, and after flie had obtained a promife of 
her that flie fliould haue her child as foonc as flic was deliucrcd , and that fhe had 
practifed all the fetches formerly mentioned (recjuifitc to counterfct a woman in 
that cafe ) being now to play the laft and principall part of the pageant, flic no 
(boner heard that the poore woman was in traucll of childbirth, but flic began to 
grone, to lay her downc vpon her bed , as though the paincs of traucll had ccmc 
vpon her-& thus (he continued groning,& waiting for the vyomans child that was 
promifedhcr. Which was accordingly brought her by certain midwiues,and that 
fo fecretly that her husband did acknowledge it for his owncfonne , and fo it was 
generally holdcn of the moft . But here confider Gods iuft iudgement vpon her, 

viz.that (he could ncuer fet her louc and affection vpon him, nor find in her heart 

he mould haue any thing to do in her houfe ( though by mcanes of the forefaid 
fuppofition he was left fokrheire by his reputed father.) And her hatred againft 
him incrcafing dayty more and more , in the end grew to that paflc that he was 
conftraincd to oppofe himfclfc againft her, and to feeke rcmedic by order of law: 
where heprofecuted the matter fo hotly in following of his right (as being the 
lole heire) that he called her to account for all the goods that his father had left her* 
Which did fo fting and cut her to the heart, that flie went about to compafTe his 
death; at leaftwife it is credibly thought thathcwasmuithered by her meanest 
But confider another prank which is oftcner played by womc with child, who dc* 
firing to be dcliucred of a fonne(to winne the loue of their husbands) make en- 
quiry againft the time of their traucll for fomc poore women ( who come ncare 
their count) that they may agree with them vpon fome reafonablc conditions to 
haue their fonnes,whom they may fubftitute in ftead of their owne, if haply they 
be dcliuered of a daughter. Yet this is not the onely reafon why women vfe thefe 
fleights. But this I fay, that thofe who vfe thefe thceuifli practifes for the end be. 
fore mentioned, are far re more excufablc (if any may bcexcufed) then thofe that 
practife them to the end they may cnioy their husbands goods,and fo defraud the 
right heires. On the other fide,there be fome who hide their great bellies, that fo 

they may be accounted honeft maids or matrons; or left it fliould be knowne that 
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thofe who are now their husbands,weie formerly their harlots . For Which pur- 
pofe vert ugals (muented by curtizan courtiers) fcruethem excellent well; Where- 
upon a certain Francifcan defcanted not amifle,who preaching at Parts on a time* 
luid,that when women began to wczrcvertugals, they abandoned w/«*,blit the 

vale remained with them (till. 

32 And here I wil conclude this Chapter,though I am not ignorant that this 
argument would affoord ftore of matter to furnifh a more ample difcourfe, and 
that I haue omitted fundry particulars appertaining thereunto 5 as traitors among 

the reft,who of all other theeues are moft to be detefted. For doubtles whofoeuer 
(hall fcrioufly confider their plots & practifes,ftiall find them as it were compoun- 
ded of all manner of theeuifli practifes.Nay I dare be bold to fay , that he that will 
make an Anatomy of trcafon 5 (hall find that it hath fundry veincs ( as it were)and 
finewesoffacriledge, except we fliall giue Philofophcrs the lie, whoteach that 
friendlhip is a facred thing,and therfore in no cafe to be violated: which notwith- 
standing traitors do, and that in the firft place. Howbeir, I perfwadc my felfe, that 
there were not half fo many treafons in old time,as there are at this day. Yet herein 
God is mercifull vnto vs,in that as the number of traitors doth more increafe , fo 
doth the fenate of wife and deepe-reachingpoliticians,whofirke and firrct them 

out. Whereof I remember I haue read a memorable example in Erafmushis book 
^i/^«4,ofPope/*///^thefecond his EmbafTadour , who by fpeaking two or 
three words bewrayed himfelf, at leaftwife gauc occafion offufpition,which layd 
the firft «round of his detection. The ftory, as I haue tranflated it out of Latin,is 

this. During mine abode in England r ,thcre came an Italian to the Court,fcnt as 
Embafladour from Pope Julius the i.to moue the King to war againft the French* 
Who after he had deliucrcd his embaflage before the Kings priuy Counccll , an- 
fvvcr was made him , that his Maieft ie was for his part willing and ready to y ecld 
to his Mafters motion ; but that it was not fo eafiea matter to leuie fuch forces vpo 
the fodaine, as wherewith he might encou ntcr fo puiffant a Prince 5 confidering 
that England by reafon of long peace had not bene enured to the warres: In an- 
fwer wherunto,a word efcaped him,which he might well haue kept in ; for he fiiid 
he had told the Pope as much long fincc: which made the Lords of the Counccll 
fufpect that (notwithstanding he were the Popes EmbafTadour) he fauourcd the 
French faction- whereupon they watched him fo well,that they found him con- 
ferring by night with the French Embaflador: for which fact he was comittcd to 
prifomand had all his goods confifcate. Howbeitifhc had fallen into the Popes 
hands,it would haue coft him not only his liuelihood, but alfo his lifc.Now thefe 
words' (fo fottiflily fpoken by the EmbafTadour) gauc King Henry occafion to ha- 
ftcn the warres: whereas if he had concealed and kept them to himfclfc, he might 
perhaps haue accorded both Princcs,and let them at vnitie. This is the ftory as E- 
rafmus relates it, fpeaking of it as of an accident which fell out during his abode in 
England^ and therefore'might haue certaine intelligence thereof, efpcciaiiy con- 
fidering his great credit in the Kings Court. And I was the more willing to record 
it (though onely by the way) for that it affoordeth vs a very rare example of trai- 
tors,whofe teeth arc knocked out of their heads before they can bite: I mcanc w\io 
arc difcoucred before they can atchieue their plots andproiccts, or bring their 
purpofes to their period. I lay (finely by the my) becaufc my purpofc is not 
fiftvponthem as to profecute them to the full : but to content my felfe with that 
which hath bene fpoken, leauing the Reader to fearch out other examples which 
he fliall iudee fitteft for this purpofc* A matter of no great dilHcultie, feeing our 
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rlt^Vkti of thePopilh Ctatfiicjwho as they haue played fundty higgling tricks 
S^Sfebv Sof that filthy bawds and bitches, whom they bane v- 

* KSteS- wSS alfo by their fvvcet felocs. That of a r«n- 

SbtSbfemong theU , who married his fellow Frier to a „ch w,- 
SdSer (a gentlewoman of ltd,) as hereafter (hall be declared. 

rSmurnl to the fine fetches and fubtill fleighrs of the e gentle G.tom: 
n h«e Vcunnine conueyance which may well be called theft , at leaftwife 
^ W ,nd douUe dEleuifed by certaine hufwiucs, who knowing .hem- 
^I^JtaSSei. belliesU ftore of linnen doth and little crrOu- 
om (V« fo as that hey may fwell by degrees; and counterfet women with c Id 
whoCe loft their taff.or are way ward.or long for ftrangc mea.es, or are hcame 
m> K cSd at the end of nine moneths fainc thcmlelues ro be dehuered of 
fch U conned tody from a poore neighbors houfe or perhaps from rhe hof- 
oita But 17, 1 "not all. For as rhefc barren Does hauc vfed dm cunn.ng car.age: 

alfo,who when God fends them a da..ghtc;r,dd.rc rather a ionne,thc 

K cS and pleafe .heir husbands . It is well knowne that there was a 

dame of Da phwi about filrccne yearcs ago , who pc.ccm.ng .hat her husband 
S no gfeat good will/or that ft.e had borne him none but daughrers, dem- 



ted this fleieht to winnc his loweagain.Shc dealt with a poore 



t*d much atom the time with her felfe , and after (lie had obtained a prom fc of 
her that flic fliould hauc her child as ibonc as flic was dehuered , and that flic had 
praftfed all the fetches formerly mentioned (rcquifitc to counterfet a woman in 
that cafe) beinenow toplay the laft and principal part of thepagcant flic no 
KhKt the poor/woman was in traucll of childbirth but flic began to 
crone to lay her downc vpon her bed , as though the paincs of trauel had cc me 
vpon her.& thus flic continued groning,& waiting for the womans child that was 
promifed hcr.Which was accordingly brought her by certain midwiucs and that 
fo fecretly that her husband did acknowledge it for his ownc fonnc , and io it was 
generally holden of the moft . But here confider Gods iuft iui^cmcnt vpon her, 
?iz .that flic could ncuer fet her louc and affection vpon him, nor find in her heart 
he fliould hauc any thing to do in her home ( though by mcanes of thc rorelaid 
fuppofltionhc wasleftfolcheirebyhisreputed father.) And her hatred againft 
him incrcafing dayly more and more, in the end grew to that palTe that he was 
conftraincd tooppofchimtcifc againft her, and to fecke rcmcdie by order of law: 
where heprofecuted the matter fo hotly in following of his right (as being the 
fole hcire) that he called her to account for all the goods that his father had left her. 
Which did fo fling and cut her to the heart, that flic went about to compaffe his 



death- at leaftwife it is credibly thought thathewasmurthcred byhcrmeanes. 
But confider another prank which is of tcner played by womc with child,wlio de- 
firing to be deliuered of a fonne(to winnc the loue of their husbands) make en- 
quiry againft the time of their traucll for fome poore women ( who . come neare 
their count) that they may agree with them vpon fome rcafonable conditions to 
haue their fbnnes,whom they may fubftitutc in ftead of their ownc, if haply they 
be deliuered of a daughter.Yet this is not the onely reafon why women vfe thefc. 
Heights. Butthis I fay s thatthofe whovfcthelethctuifli pradif< s for theend be- 
fore mentioned.arefarre more excufablc (if any maybeexenfed) then thofctbat 
practife them to the end they may cnioy their husbands goods,and fo defraud the 
right heires. On the other fide,there be fome who hide their great bellies, that fb 

they may be accounted honeft maids or matrons j or left it fliould be knowne that 

thofe 
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thole who are now their husbands, were formerly their harlots . For Which pur- 
pofe vtmgds (inuented by curtizan courtiers) (eruc them excellent well Where- 
upon a certain Francitcan defcanted not amifTe,who preaching at Pms on a time* 
luid,tlut when women began to weare vertugals, they abandoned vertue, btit the 

gale remained with them ft ill. 

32 And here I wil conclude this Chapter,though I am not ignorant that this 
argument would affoord ftore of matter to fiimifh a more ample difcourfe, and 
that I haue omitted fundry particulars appertaining thereunto; as rraitors among 
the reft, who of all other thceues are moft to be detcfted. For doubtlcs whofbeuer 
(hall fcrioufly confider their plots & pra<5Hfcs,ftiall find them as it were compoun- 
ded ofall manner of thecuifh pra&ifes.Nay 1 dare be bold to fay, that he that will 

make an Anatomy of trcafon, (hall find that it hath fundry veines (as it wer*)and 
finewesoffacriledge, except we fliaU giuc Philofophcrs the lie, who teach that 

friendfliip is a facred thing,and therfbre in no cafe to be violated: which notwith- 
standing traitors do, and that in the firft place. Howbeitj I perfwade my felfe, that 
there were not half fb many treafbns in old time 5 as there are at this day .Yet herein 
God is mercifull vntovs,in that as the number of traitors doth more in create , fb 
doth the fenateofwifc and dcepe-reaching politicians, who firke and firret them 
out. Whereof I remember I haue read a memorable example in Erafmm his book 
dc Lwgua,ofPopc luliw the fecond hisEmbafladour, who byfpeaking two or 
three words bewrayed himfdf, at leaftwife gaueoccafion offulpition,which Iayd 
the firft ground of his detection. The ftory, as I haue tranflated it out of Latin,is 
this. During mine abode in EngUndjhsxc came an Italian to the Court,fent as 
Embafladour from Pope lulms the 2.to mouc the King to war againft the French* 
Who after he had deliuered his embaffage before the Kings priuy Counccll , an- 
fwer was made him , that his Maieftie was for his part willing and ready to yecld 
to his Maftcrs motion -but that it was not fo eafic a matter to leuie fuch forces vpo 
the fodaine, as wherewith he might encounter fb puiflant a Prince ; confidering 
that KngUnd by reafon of long peace had not bene enured to the warres:In an- 
fwer wherunto > a word efcaped him,which he might well haue kept in«for he laid 

he had told the Pope as much long fincc: which made the Lords of the Counccll 

fufped that (notwithftandinghe were the Popes Embafladour) he fauoured the 
French fadhonj whereupon they watched him fb well, that they found him con- 
ferring by night with the French EmbalTador : for which fad he was comitted to 
prifon, and had all his goods confilcate. Ho wbeit if he had fallen into the Popes 
handset would haue coft him not only his liuelihood, but alfb his life.Now thefc 
words (Co fbttiflily fpoken by theEmbafladour) gauc King Henry occafion to ha- 
ftcn the warres: whereas if he had concealed and kept them to himfelfe, he might 
perhaps haue accorded both Princcs,and let them at vnitie. This is the ftory as F- 
rafmiu relates it, fpeaking of it as ofan accident which fell out during his abode in 
England-^ and therefore might haue certaine intelligence thereof, cfpccially con- 
fidering his great credit in the Kings Court. And I was the more willing to record 
it (though onely by the way) for that it affoordeth vs a very rare example of trai- 
tors,whofe teeth arc knocked out of their heads before they can bite : I mcane w(io 
arc difcouered before they can atchieue their plots andproiec'fc, or bring their 
purpofes to their period. I fay(finety by the way) becaufc my purpofc is not fo to in- 
fill: vpon them as to profecute them to the full : but to content my felfe with that 

which hath bene fpoken^ Ieauing the Reader to fearch out other examples which 

he fliall iudge fitteft for thispurpofe* A matter of no great diilicultic , feeing our 
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modernehiftoriesare(as it wereJfiiU fraught with them. And now I proceed to 
difcouer,and(as it wcrc)to pointforth other thefts with the finger, not fo eafic to 
be defcried . For though I here end this Chapter (which is too long I confeflc) 
yet I do not bid adieu, nor giue a final! farewell to all theeues. 




CHAR XVI. 

Of the thefts of {Merchants^ Phijitiatts, Apo- 
thecaries t 

Auing formerly fpoken of notable and famous theeues , who being 
difcouercd,are ftraight condemned by ihclaw,and fent to thegal- 
lowes,wherefoucr iufticcis rightly cxt cuted:Itis high time I mould 
now intreate of thofc who clokc their thefts vndcr colour of traf- 
fickor trade,office or vocation :or(tofpeake in a word more plainly ) 
wboftealcnot like thecues,but like merchants, or men of this or that trade and 
occupation. But before I enter difcourfe hereof,I muft intreate thofc whofe con* 
fciences witnefte, that they arc not of their number to whom I dired my fpcech, 
that they would not go about to make their quarrell good, who fhall haply feelc 
themfelues to be galled hereby . For I proteft,my meaning is not to fpeakc any 
thing to blcmifti the reputation of fuch as walkc confeionably in their vo- 
cations and callings , and demcane themfelues therein as in trie prefence of 
God. 

2 Firft then to begin with Merchants,their prouerbe is this,0« matchandju 

UrronjUvx [^either a merchant era theefe.Whkh many fecmc to vfc as a maske, to 
the end they may not bedifcoucred in their thecuifh knauerics . O ihcrs fvveare 
they are lofcrs by felling their wares at this or that pj ice 5 in the mcanc while dif- 
penfing with their oath,bc it ncuer fo falfc in the fence they would hauc others to 
vndcrftand it: holding it fufficiently warrantable ,if in their ownc fence and mea- 
ning it may pafTe for truth. For there is another prouerbe which faith , The mer- 
chant that is no gainer jsalofcr. Whereunto they hauc telation,whcn they fvveare 
that they lofe by this or that merchandize. I hauc alfo heard of a ftarting-holc 

which certaine of them hauc found out,when they fweare they haue refufed thus 
much and thus much,for fiich and fuch wares. But I leauc their words,and come 
to their deeds: for we may cafily beware ofthcir words, ifwekeepe in mind the 

he dZZT^' ^ H ^ Ar * ""frM 4 *"*** 1 ** is > T ™fi ™t >&nd then flmlt not 

j And feeing that thefts committed in felling of warfare cither in the quan- 
tity or qualiric, I will firft begin with thequantitie, confifting in weights and 
meafures,And doubtlefle I were worthy great blame (my confciencc would alfo 
checkc me of vntruth) if I mould fay that our modernc merchants had forgotten 
atherthcircunnmgcounterpoizingoftheballance in weighing, or the quicke 

dextcritie of the rhomb in meafuring.Nay they arc fo farre from yccldins an ace 
toth^ 

he art) to readc a Mum to thofc mentioned by Oliuer CMayllard\ and to teach 
them d.uers fubtill Heights andconueyances in weighing and meafnring , inuen- 

^/^M^^a^r^ Forlo « thin g^eballance,fomecan make it 

nfc and fall as they lift, and ncuer be perceiued.-and as for meafurir.g,th( y are not 

con- 
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content to vfe the trick of the thombe,but of the dl alfo. And yet without thehelp 
of thefe flcights,they can make it come to their owne reckoning. Witneflc thole 
who hauing fome loofc cloth,and not well fulled by the lift (which is commonly 
fcene in narrow clothes,) will be furc in meafurittg it,not to go farre in the bredtfy 
but meafurc it in the lift as neare as polfibly they can . Thefe few examples may 
fuffice for thofe that vfe fubtil conueyances in weights and meafures. For if I were 
difpofcd to bufie my felfe with fuch as giue indeed good weight and large mea- 
furc (but it is good weight by their owne weight, and good meafureby their own 
meafurc 3 both being falfc:) befides that I (hould tell you of a thing not vnknownc 
to little children,and which is comon to this age with the former 3 I fhould fpeake 
of a theft wherein there is neither fubtiltie nor flcight.N either wil I mention fuch 
as bearing men in hand that they fell by a great weight, fell by a fmall : or makin 
as though they did weigh and meafure by the ftandard of fuch acitie,weigh an 
meafurc by another.Both which belong to quantitic,as hath bene faid. 

4 Touching the qualitie, I meane thefts committed by falfifying and fbphi- 
fticating of warcs,it is a boundlefle and endlelfe argument.Firftjthere is no doubt 
but that may fleights and cheating trickes haue bene pra&ifed heretofore in cor- 
rupting and adulterating ofwares rand that many are comitted at this day,which 
were neuer d ifcouercd before. And befides thofc that haue bene in former time, 
and arc in vfc at this prefcnt, many new ones arc dayly minted , to be put in pra- 
#ifc when others chance tobedifcouered:confideringaIfo that one country v- 
fcth this flcight, another that. And note, that when I fay wares or merchandize, 
I mcane generally all fuch things wherein a man may trafficke^omprizing herein 
gold and filuer coy ned, as being mettals wherein merchants vfc to trafficke, as in 
common wares : befides that they aifoord meancs to trafficke in all other commo- 
dities. And becaufe my purpofc is (amongothcrexamplcsoffalfification)to infift 




in thefc two mettals,! wil giue them the firft place which they feeme to cliallengc 
of right: fith not onely all other commoditics,bur gold and filuer alfo are falfified, 
to get gold and filucr.Firft then we are to know that the falfifying of thefc mettals 
is very ancient,as may appcare by certaine Greeke and Latin words fcruing to cx- 
prelfe fundry forts of this deceitfull knauery. Secondly, that as the cuftomc offal- 
fify ing mettals is ancient,fb the mcanes to difcouer fuch deceitfull dealing is as an- 
cient, as of gold by the touchftone : whence this French prouerbe grew,which I 
hauc often heard at Parts: Heft de %at or, H craint la tone he : He is a counterfeit he is a- 
fraid of the touchjione . But how many peeces of gold are there to be feenc at 
this day fo cunningly falfified, that they infringe the former prouerbe, in fearing 
the triall of the touchftone neuer a whit < How many peeces are there to be fecne 
which muft be deeply grauedinto(cfpecialIy in Portuguizes, and other peeces of 
the value of halfe a Portuguize,as thofc of Saltzhurgh) or elfc melted to difcouer 
the deceit? Moreouer, there was a time when gold was not fufpefled to be light, 
vnlefle it were clipped . Whereas now the faircft French crownes which arc not 
clipped at all,are often the lighteft,by the cunning of thofc who haue drawnc out 
their quintcflence by walhing them . Further,we know how that not long fince 
it was eafic to know whether a peece were fouldred or charged , whereas now 
there arc fome fo cunningly fouldrcd,that a man had need to put on his fpeclacles 
if he would not be deceiued. And whereas heretofore a counterfct peece of gold 

and a falfe peece of filuer (which we call a flip) was neuer fo falfified but that it 
was worth at leaft the two thirds of the value : they haue now deuifcd a tricke to 
confound mettals fo cunningly together , that fome crownes coyned at rfiis day 
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are not worth eightcenc pcnce,and fome quart d'efcus not worth two pence. I am 
not ignorant that there arc diucrs other fubtill Heights found out to falfific thefe 
mettahv but I hope I hauefufficicntly fpoken hereof,to giue notice how fan e this 
kind oftheft (now in vfe) exceeds that which was vied in the dayes of our aun- 
ccftors . And I perfwade my felfe (if diligent inquiry were made) that Atchymie 
(which hath bewitched moeatthis day then cuer it did,cuen Princes themfclues) 
would be found to be the true caufe thereof . For as for thofe fuitcrs who (pent 
much time in courting PeneUpcjNcxc at the laft contented to enioy the companie 
ofher waiting maid: (6 thofe who could not with their Mercury become fo great 
Lords are they promifcdthcmfelucs, were at the laft contented to become falfc 
coiners , employing in this fine art all thofe fecrcts and myftcrics which they had 
learned in blowing fo many yeares together. 

5 Haying now fpoken of thcfalfifying of thefc two mcttals wherewith all 
(oris of warcsand merchandize arc bought , fcruingalfo as wares to trafficke in; 
it will not be amilfe in the next place to intreatc of fuch things , the mutuall inter- 

courfe whereof maketh moft for the preferuation of mans life . What are thefe 
(may fome fay?) Verily fuchasferuc for backe and belly . The number of which 

(albeit it be exceeding great and almoft infinite, yet amongft thofe which fcrue 
for the nourifhment ofthebody) I will fingleout fuch as are fold by the Apothc- 
cary,and of fuch as feme for attire,onIy woollen clothes and filkes. But here fome 
mayhaplyaskethereafon,whyIftiouldbidbattell to Apothecaries in this parti- 
cular , feeing the grcateft part of that which they fcll.is extraordinary fuftcnance, 
feruing rather for the fickc then for the found I grant indeed that Apothecaries 
wares arcvfually (andalmoft oncly) for fickc folkcs (if we except fome licorifh 
mouthes.) But I make choifc of them the rather , becaufc the falfifying of them 
fs more dangcrous.For whether is more dangcrous,to adulterate the meate of one 
that is in hcalth,or of one that is fickc < Doubtlcfic it cannot be denied, but that 
there is greater peril in corrupting the diet of the fick,then of the found and health- 
full perfon.If any (hall fay,that all drugs which Apothecaries fell for the vfe of the 

fickc,are not mcates, but being conuei ted into nourifhmenr,bccome moft perni- 

cious.Ianfwer,that fuch reafons make rather with me,thcn againft me.For if po- 
nons benot miniftrcd for nouriflimem,but for an Antidote to the di(cafc(which 
may well be rcfemblcd vnto poifonj how much^reater muft the danger needs be 
in falfihying medicines^hen in corrupting of meates^I5cfidcs,it is not of late time 
that men began to etie out againft the Apothecaries qui pro quo: and wc haue al- 
ready heard what fentence oltucrMailUrdtmh giucn hcrcofwhcrc he alleadgcth 
the prouabe which was currant in his dayes . But tolet them parte with the time 
paft,this I dare affirme for theprefcnt,that the abufe then committed as wel in this 
as in other refpecls was neuer comparable to that which is now pradifed , not fo 
much for want of knowledge as of good confeience (though the error herein 
committed by ouranceftors,may well beimputc d to their ignorance.) For doubt- 
ldle,neitherfimple nor compound drugs were fowellknowne in the timeofthe 
formerPreache^asatthtsday^uttowi^ 

m the knowledge of thcm,except we reade them < To what end do the Doctor 
each them if men haue not care to learne them What is a ficke man the be «« 
if his neighbour garden (who is very curious in fearching out offtruiiae habS 
be full of that fimple whereof he ftands in need, if the Apothecary m inffter fome 
n^7h^T n ^ h lch ^»P^P?^^ hurtful asthcright woSuebeTe 

healthfully To what end femes trafficke (which is now greater then cuer) if A Jo! 

thecaries 
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thecaries make no confeience to carry rotten and mouldie drugs to the fick^md ai 
long as they haue any fuch,neuer take thought for a new (iipply? Beddes* to what 
purpofe is it to haue a learned Phifition and foitunate irk his praclife, if his receipt 

fall into the hands of an Apothecary that cannot reade iU I hope Apothecaries are 
not fbftiaightlaced,but that they will grant that there are many of their trade 
who haue much ado fometimes to reade the prefcripts of Phifitions . Of mine 
owne knowledge I can lay thus much, that being in place where an Apothecary 
wasperufing a receipr,I pcrceiued that he read a cleane contrary thing to that 
which a few dayes before 1 had learned at one of Maftcr Syluius his Ic&ures : and 
thereupon wagering with him touching the particular wherein I found the con- 

traiicric, wc referred it to the Phifition who had prefcribed the receipt: who ha- 
uing demaunded of the Apothecary, whether he were not afhamed to make a 
queftion of the truth of my afTei tion , affirmed that the Phificke fo ordered as thfc 

Apothecary had intended,wokl haue bene his patients death, though he had had 

a thouland liucs.I haue alio heard it reported by a very skilful and honcft Apothc- 
cary,that himfelfe heard an Apothecary at Bfohjn ftead of Agarici optimi (mehtio* 
ned in the Phifitions prefcript, and written with anabbrcuiation(as themaneris) 
Agarics opt. with a da(li) read Agariciopij: which opium together with other drugs, 
wrought in the patient Co contrary an effect to the Phifitions expcftation,that ex- 
cept hisskil and prouident forcfight had efpicd the error and preucntcd it in time, 
it would haue proued the poore patients laft ficknefTc. But becaufc(when any ob- 
ieel againft them this their accuftomed kind of qui pro quo) they anfwer that they 
follow the example or pra&ife of auncient writers, and do as thofe who in the ab- 
fence of the Parfbn go to the Curate (as it is in the French prouerb)I would gladly 

requeft their further anfwer to this queftion .viz.whom they imitate of all the an- 
cient Grecians,Latins,or Arabians, and how their comparifoncan ftand,when in 

ftead of an hot hcrbc or drug, they take one of a cold operation , and contrarily: 
And in ftead of a drier they vfe a moifter : and in ftead of a loofcr, a binder:' &c. 
For I am not ignorant that the ancient Grecians haue written a catalogue of cer- 
taine drugs which might in cafe of ncccffitic be vfed in ftead of others : howbeit 
they did it not without examining the correspondence of their qualities jin which 

point thefe huckftcrs follow them not.For proofc whereof J wold gladly fee them 
anfwer CMattbiolus, who reckoned vp a number of fimples which they vfe, mif- 
takin" one for another , and others which they falfifie andfophifticatc by their 
mixtures andblcndings.But thus it is,vnlearned Apothecaries wil befurctomake 
no reply, but will pull in their homes, and fay, that they do as they haue fecne o- 
thers do. Others who haue ftudied the nature of fimples (though flendcrly, God 
knowes) will not fticke to compare with fuch a learned man as CMatthioln was: 
nay fome of them are not afhamed to prefcrre themfclues before him, and to brag 
that they know form- one herbc better then he did:and furthcr,that they do no- 
thing in vfing their qui pro quo, but they can giue a reafon for it. To he fliort,they 
cloke their negligence or couetou fne(fe,or both, with certaine flight and triuiall 
queftions, which they mouc vpon fome fimples , prefuming like Empericks vpon 
fome cxpcrimentall skill which they arrogate tothcmfelues: but poore patients 
(who in the mcanc time die in their hands,and pay withafl for the pins ) appeale 

from fiich skill. 

6 But leaning this their quo , wherewith they cloke and colourtheir 
knaucries (thouglut may be truly faid that they dance but in a nct,and couer themf 

felues but with fig-lcaues) I will come in the next place to their other fleighw,- 

wnich 
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which though they be not fo commonly pradiifcd, yet are fuch,as that thofc who 
ate taken tardie in them,may afliire thcmfelucs that procefle is already out fo at- 
tach them ,if it be in place whereiufticc is rightly executed. And firft I will bciti 
with SafFron.concerning which <Jtf<»//Wcomplaincs of filch as vfed to moilcn 
it,to the end it might be the hcauier, and of tholcthatminglcdoilc with \xM.66. 

col.}. NgnqHidpmttu oleum in croco ad dtndum fibi color cm cf pondmi H c had fool 

ken before of this wicked cuftom of moiftning not only bags of ialfron.bu t alio of 

ginger, pepperand cinnamon/o/.^.w/.j.fr vos qui ponitU bags vrnvihrU pipcris 
tnevMdUtf fie de alqs ar mattes rebuiynfrdcatua fuper terra, vt mam poldmm 
Hisformcrwordsarcthcfe.^/w/^/Wy qmpenitis gingiber ad faciendum 
teWw^**' w fi"> ^f'dend, ? And in the place 

MuamcmtU* ad faciendum fpecmf Thcfc arc (as I remember) the sreaicll com- 
plaints which this preacher takcth vp againft Apothecaries and Grocers of thofc 

dayes.But(alas)i(hewcrcnowliuingtolccthcdc 1 ncanoufSof(.>,nc(.fthemhe 

might well fay that he complained without caufc . For what is it (I befcech von ) 
incompanfon of thatwhich ispraflifedatthijday^efpeciallyfincc thecuftome 

notthat they duft ocrcinto.t, and pecccs ol bricks beaten fall, and oftentimes 

nee, coriander .andcraflsofbfcad^hdiwthcoiloiirf And le 1 loices by li'ch 

mixtures fl.ould We thcrtrengthand marpneffc, they mingle pepper of C.Z«, 

(commonly called G,,,_pp C r) therewith : as alii, half? grains of par^ fee 

with poudted pepper, and beaten almonds with laffron. They all I\ & Scam ' 

mome fundry wayes . And as forThcriack(callcdTriacle) I ny A™ thecal 

t ZLT C t - f " gS ° f , thdr n, °P s *» C0,1IC fil " » and l»u2°wcS 
ten thcm.put .nke vnto them to helpc the colour. In a word there f 

fM«ftandAmber,which.heyfophifficatenotdkh ( |c,,.hey^ 
Sim^ 

dr Jtthc rre a oS an8Cr °f 7 "C^' whc c thc V P llt 'he dole of 

trade. 
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tnaketh no mention W^^fe^/ C ^ ,dcrin e ,lHt ^"' 

minifter to a man .phifick SfoS ^^y^ty'ViTjlynhcnihcv 

yong man phific (fiK u K and ? ,,twii V= «Wc to 'a 

toone thatisfickc W oX£ u?" P*>^>ra> „ 

M^y-gpt.eS 

they mimftred on his mariaeedava notion n , , - 1 " '">' 1 to wll0l » 

^dofadrinkewhichn.ouldh/uemT^ u,c " h ^i^- oncrlr r h; ;d a fct.cr, in 

being in bed with his B^tSZ*^^'' 

contrary way .But heat Lyons CcZd n^fZi '"P^"" the nigh, long the 

keitjebroueht him 



ranis aw in Idle then foure and twemi.. h™.™.....!.:.? 



twemie hourcs ; which accdent happend 



fixe 



t 
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fixe arid twentie y earcs a go. Novirlf any (hall aske what theft Apothecaries com. 
rriit herein I anfwer,that vVhofoeucrjjerformes not his duric in his trade, and yet 
takcth mbny as though he pet formed it,is a theef 5 whether the fault proceed from 

-his inftfffictencie and wantof requifite knowledge, orfrom carelefnefle by reafon 
of a cheuercll confciencc . But 1 (hall not need ([ hope) to fpcake further of this 
matter to prouc that our age deferues to beare away the bell as Well in this 
tber tliefts : neither is it my meaning that my former difcOurie mould any way 
cracke'tiie credit of ttiofe who attend vpon their callings as they ought , but ra- 
ther to bting them in greater credite with fuch as feare to fall into the hands of 
fuch like huckftcrs, 

P But I might haply be fufpccled to haue dealt vnder hand with Phifitions, 
if I fliould fpare to fpcake of them,hauing fpoken fo largely of Apothecaries.I wil 
therefore (to take away all fuch fufpition) enter fome difcourfeof them alio be- 
ginning with that which I heard related in my fathers houfe at Parts in the 
audience of many, by adoctorofPhiftcke, a man of good account (although this 

did not a little blemifli his reputation in theiudgmentofall that heard 



himO I had (faid he) a fat Abbot in cure, and had brought him to fo good 



„ paiTe,that I could cafily haue recouered him in a fliort time 5 but well perceiuing 
that Whereas in the ftrcngth of his difeafc he promifed mountaincs of gold , with 
abatement of his painc he abated the promifed and defcrued reward, fcarcely af- 
foording me a merry lookc or a faire word of any reafonable contcntment:I took 
this v courfcformineownefatisfo6tion:Itoldhim thatldoubted a dangerous re- 

lapfe,which would proue worfe then the difeaie , and that I faw euidem fymp- 
tomes thereof, and therefore that it was necelTary he mould take another potion 
toprcuenttheworft. So I prepared and deliuered it , and it wrought the wiflied 
effect fo wcl,that,within t wo hbures after,he found he had reckoned all this while 
without his hoft,and ftood in greater need of me then cuer before. Being in this 
pitifull plight,he fent for me againc and aaaine : but as he had bene forgetfull to 
content me, fo was I vnwilling topleafure him.t was(at leaft would be)otherwife 
employed / At laft comes one ot his mcn,who greafing my fift reafonably well, 
told me that his maftcr intreated me for Gods fake to vihte him , thinking verily 
he mould neuerefcape. This fellow hauing vfed the onely meanes todifpatchmy 
bufmelTe , intreated Co wcll,that I went to the Abbot, whom within three dayes 
I recouered again, and made him as merry as Pope /^neither did he afterwards 
fticke to reject me with the faid filuer falutation. This is the ftory, almoft word 
for word as himfclfe reported if 3 not thinking to difgrace himfelfc any whit there- 
by (though he did to his lofTcas he well perceiued afterwards,wiming,with a hun- 
dred laflics wcllfcton.he might retract hisouer lauimdiiclofingofit,which fo 
ncarely concerned both his credite and commoditic:) but imagining that thofe 
which heard him did little fauour the Monkifli fraternitic , he thought (belike) 
their diflikc of them and their bad dcalings,would haue moued them to fauour 
his folly,or at leaft to difpence with his chcucrcl confciencc in abufing the Abbot, 
and fo rnickle mirth would haue enfued thereon. But it was the will of God that 
thercftimony which hegaueagainft himfclfe mould not be forgotten .Now then 
confidcr (^cntlc Reader) in what a dangerous cafe thofc patients are which fall 
into fuch mens hat ids.For if when they vfc all their skill and knowledge , yea and 
all their confcie ncc, they often hurt intending to heale, not knowing what they 
haue done till it be part remedie . What a lamentable thing is it,when of fet pur- 
pofe they hazard the Hues of their patients,onely to trie fome paradoxical! receipt, 
♦ 7 which 
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toUO* d T n ? d ? t and (which * wo,f <0 ^en they purpofely 

uuend (the toy fo taking them ,n the head; to wrcake Tome reuengcfulf hS 
vpon thofc : whom they haue in their hands , as when the barber holds the S 

£ a mans tkMtef But /eauing this arguments belonging to the rn^te oS 
dcr tathet the to da of theft)! wil fpeakeonly of thofefwfo the moreThey &" 



churchyard, the more they fill their purfcvloking their ignorance with arrWv 
and impudcncie.For I Derfwadr m„ frlfi. ,h„ ,u 5 B i „ WK . .?£ anc y 



andi. P udc„cie.rorWwade 

PhSfc* a3mp h e t' be § recd y cou «<>«fteffe and bloct2iSnce of 

hC W °^ ld S°' he bar S aincd fo ' foure°hundrcd French crown« 
day. Which puts me in mind of that which Philip Cmm^l^orl 3>£ 



Jcnownejis famous abouc 



laur 



ted anotW 7 W^T hefeThc' •• • "Z\ ^ «^W«cooo. 

gaue for fiue moncths 54. thoufand 



,p ficion called ii/ 
SoncS^^ 

to his nephew, ricSSZy??!" ga rj he Bin, °P licl of ^><»< 

» tion vfed the ^^S^fflott^ ^ friCnds " Thcfaid mC " 
vfed hi, feruant . Wu« Saw fl2Tn "° ^V V ° M haue 

'utnehicnawayftellingmanyhow i lie, hi^^ ^| h ^'/ '5* J* d " rft not 

turetoca(rhimo(F,ashe didal hi, J ) l Howl ' eltllcd,,rftnot ^cn- 

know (faith hc)you wdl ^t^fe^ * f , im ^ 1 
(by a great oath he fworc) if you do it Z, fh,'n? r y ° ur 0,hcr toan ts > but 



giuing him whathewou'ld demaunH "»ESi7* "~ " v " t " t " "atterrng ot him,and 

world, confiderinp A, W T h was 3 g« a 'J>urgatory for him in this 



"pother places make* S 

whtchbemonethlyrecciued, TI^Z™ lf " 'iou and French crownes 

at thar which Fnijfm reporreth of a PhS m * e vs !t * to wonder 

cured , he French Icing cZX^Z^n * ft" rf "»» 
how that he died worrh three thouS pc3°n ™7 b °' h '"J* wi( * ' ,f a,th S 
*nC- ja alleadge the words of the hi to£n fmW y TT Rut if M "°< be 
^"efleof Phifidons in 8 «^SStS&^ M> . ts , wd oft >* ««• 
fpoken of this h sgrearcure he ftmhJrZ i u n .' u,amm pamcular . For hauine 

3 «««m«: (for this is rhe period of PlK^^r '° fatisfic him 

watds^d to pocket vp thegifc of Lrds Sffi^^fe 

tlicy 



j 
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they viilt and haue in cure.) Well, they intreated him to make his abode with the 
Kingjbut he rcqucfted them to hold him excufed , faying he was old,weakc and 
crazed, and could hardly accommodate himfelfe to the fafliions of the Court: in 
a word,that he would returne to his o wne home. They pcrceiuing him inexora- 
ble, would not retainc him perforce , but fufFered him to depart, with a faire re. 
ward of a thoufand crownes in gold 5 offering him morcoucr, that if it would 
pleafc him to make his repairc to the Court , he mould be furniflied with foure 
hoi fes at the Kings coft,when he thought good .But I fuppofe he neuer came thi- 
ther aftcr.For being come to £*w(whcrc his moft abode was) death intercepted 
his returne. He died very rich, leauing behind him the fumme of three thoufand 
pounds in ready mony. In hislifc he was moft miferable, taking pleafure in no- 
thing but in trcafuring vp ftore of Ark-Angels:his cxpences in houfekeeping v fu- 
allynot amounting the fumme of two pence halfepcnie the day, (for he would 

make bold with his neighbours for his diet.) <^ttl Phifttiam are fake of the 
r me difeafe, 

io But I may not oucr-paflc one who hath furpa(Ted(T fuppofe) not onely 
the reft of that profeflion, but the reft of that qualitie, I meane of that coueious 
difpo(ition(who died nine yeares fincc or thereabour)called Imbus Sy/uim one 
of whofc tricks fhall fuifice to giuc a taft of the reft . He was a man endued with 

moft profound knowledge in Phificke,and an admirable dextcritie in deliucry of 
his mind, fo that he could fpeake readily as good and pure Latin,as his profe flion 
would permit.-in a word.he was Io rarely accomplimed in regard of the Tbeorick, 
that if it had bin feconded by pra&ife,hc might welhauebin reputed another (7*- 
/ar.But curfed couctoufnes had fo poftcfted and poifoned his heart,and had made 
him fo to forget God and all goodnefte,that whercas(to manifeft his gratitude to 

the giuer of thofc gifts) he fliould haue taught fomepoore ichollerspriuatly for 
the publickgood: he contrariwife would not permit fo much as fiue or fixe poore 
Jchollcrs to heare his publickc leclure^/>, no not among two or three hundred 
who payed him monethly a quart tef 'cu a pecce . Nay,it ftrooke him to the heart 
to fee at his IcCture (in the Collcdge of Tricqnet in Parti , where he vfed to reade 
before he was the Kings profeflbr) two poore fchollers who had payed him no- 
thing^fb that he commaunded them forthwith to get them gone: which they be- 
ing vnwilling to do, he told thereft,that except they thruft them forth,he would 
not proceed. Which I report not vpon hcarefay,but as being an eye and eare-wit- 
ncfle thcreof.This facl was thought fo ftiange, that a Scot (Fcaft he fliould be vn- 
prouided for at his death , which happened not till long after) made him an Epi- 
taph,in a diftich of excellcntgood grace,to expreflc this his couetons di/pofition, 
which brought him into fo great difgracc.Thcdiftich is this: 

Sylttitts hie fittis ejl 9 gratu qui nil dedit vnquam: 
UMorttMs gratii quod ugti iHa>doltt. 

That is, (as I naue turned it) 

Sylttitu lies here in thisgraue, 
T hat neuer any thing gnusgaue : 
And ft ill it qrieues him being dead, 
Hi4 Epitaph may be gratis read. 

But betides his intollcrablecouetoufncfle, he had this bad qualitie , to enuie the 
ftudents of his profeflion, feeming to affect nothing more then to bring them to 
a diflikc thereof.For proofe whereof I might here alleadge the oration which he 
made at his firftandfecond lecture, when he was aduanced to be the Kings pro- 

M feflbr. 



» 
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fcfibr.But that I remember he wold often fay,that a man could not be a Phifition 
without the knowledge of all arts and fciences 5 and that it was abfolutely ncceiTary 
he mould be of agood and ftrongconftitution. Yea, that it was mcere madnefle 
for poorc fcbollers to ftudie Phificke : alleadging for this purpofe (befides fundry 
other arguments) the faying of luuenak 

Haudtemere emerguni ^quorum virtutibtts objlat 
Kes angujfadomi. 

It being rcquifitc(and that for many rcafons)that ftudents in this art (hould hauc 

wherewith to maintaine themfclues.But no more of this man.To come therefore 
to the couctous humors of others of his profeflion : we haue already recorded the 
ftoricof King his Phifition (as we found it in Philip Commintus) in whom 

this vice (as we hauc heard) was accompanied with incredible arrogancie : yet 
thofc who hauc read the (lory of a Phifition oi*Sarragofe in SiciUe (called CMene- 

crates ) will not thinke it altogether incredible : for he was not afhamcd,whcn he 
writ to any Princc,to ftile himfelfe Menecratesfithervtifc God Jupiter. This Epiftle 
among others he writ to Philip of cMaccdon, father to Alexander the great: 

> Thou art King of Macedonia, andlamKingof the Art of Phificke : thoumayft 
» (if thou wilt ) put thofe to death thatare in health ? and I can laue the life offuch 
» as are ficke, and to the healthfull I can giue long life without ficknefle. Therefore 

► the Macedonians which are lining are thy fubie&s«but thofc that fhal Iiue,are mine. 
For I Jupiter giue them life . To this King Philip anfwered very fitly and finely in 
a word;which being tranflatcd into Englifh,cannot haue the like grace that ithath 
in Grcckc. For all h is Letter was nothing clfc but a faIutation,which the Grecians 
were wont to vfc when they writ to any ,wifliing them all health 5 as if he mould 

fay, Vhilip vnto Menecrates wifheth all health : there being an equiuocation in the 
fal uratiojfor he referred that to the health of the m ind,which feemed to be fpoke 
(as it is comonly taken) of the health of the bodic: as though he mould haue faid, 
This (hall fuffice for a full anfwcr,that thy braine is out of temper. But let vs hcarc 
another manner of brauado vied by this diuellifli Phifition, who would needs be 
called God.VoY feeing none but he(as himfelfe bragged)couId cure certaine difea. 
fes which were thought to be incurable ; hc bound his patients,that for the benefit 

is flaucs 
their faid Soue- 

raigne 5 and in their fcuerall habits, onelikc//<rr^/« ) anotherlikeo<i7'^,a third 

like Merturie^ another like JEfculape, fome like one god, and fome like anothcr,at- 
tended on this iolly Jupiter clothed in hisroyaltics. But as theanfwer of King Phi- 
lip wel befitted this glorious foole ; fo the feruice he did him afterwards, no IciTe 
became his godhead. Poi, ha uing inuited him to fupper with all the gods of his re- 
tinue,in ftead offuch meats as others which fate at the table with him were icrucd 

with,hecaufed oblations to be offered vpon their tablc(whcreon an altar wasere- 

&cd)and ftore of pcrfumes,frankinccnfe,and fwcete odours to be burned before 



of their health once rccoucred,they fliould euer after obey and ferue him 

andvaflals: which they did , all ycc'lding their fworne feruice to their fa 



them : which when thefe new gods fa w, they fiolc away oncby one, monftrouily 
afhamcd,but more an hungrcd. We further reade in Cteftat ofa Phifitio who had 
fuch a conceit of himfelfe, that he prcfumcd to make the daughter of a King of 
Perfia his lcmman,vndcr colour of curing herof a difcafc. As alio in other hiftori* 

ans,how that certaine Phifition*vnder the like colour abufed diners Romane La- 
dies.Now let the R eader confidcr how many honeft men may be made cuckolds 
by this meanes . True it is ind -ed.that a taylor of / loretice (thus abufed by a Phi- 
fition) was kindly rcuenged of him for this iniury : for coming home and finding 

his 
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bis wife weepi ng and exceedingly p«pl cxc d for die outrage which die Phifitu., 

weeke aftcr.wl en he was from home , and raking a faire peece of cloth with hinf 
bought it to his wtfc-tellmg her that he was fenuo take mcafurcof her for a ft 

ffi * f eu P 0n u rt,e J f 01 ' , g r w '"himintoa by.roomctovnd.eftehcrfc4; P "c 
vfed her,as he. husbandhad vfed his wife . But to returiic to coueWhcfli one 
of the two v.e K wherevvith I began thisprefept difcourfc ; is it not rtrange to con' 
fider that there flwuld be fuch couetous Phifitians at this day, as are noSnu d 
to.mpo. tune andfolhcitc their patients (being asyet in no danger of death) 
make them then- hciics.though no foulc fibbc vnto them? And f it not va mo£ 

ftrange,that they flrould fo inueiglc them as to obtaine it of them? Y ? 

u I come tn the next place to the ignorance of thofe horfeleachcs which 
take ypon them theprofeifion of Pl.ifickc : an aigumentfo large and .-Tmpk 

that .t m.ght forn.lh vs with fumcie.it matter to fill vpa large volume , bdw 5fi 

common to this age with the former. But I darefcoldly afnrrac, that , is fo m„ h 
the moreadm.rable and lefle excu&ble in this thenin thefo. met, in ,hat the Mn 
of learnmg fluneth now more Rarely then it did in forme, time : or ( to &Sfc 

& m L hat ^ P"P*fc darkneue of thofc times is now turned S 
br ght Sun flime . Fonf euer there were art or fcience poorely arraycd.and phi. 
fo ly handHdoubtleffe it may truly be faid of Phificke aboue die reft : on he 

tal J h ■ T thCre rT ° r | C r Ce ricl,1 y ^^beautified, adorned and 

^Zn T f r m "fr dot ^ di § nitici P'^cqueftionlcfTehatinhep, kte 
and the pnfc cfpecially fince ftudents began to draw that out of the clearc C 

that manv tnP A b f OK W ° f > conSjX 

that many ftand m no need of interpreters to expound their ?eache.s . What a 
foame .s .t then(for I am afhamed to vtter ir; to heare fome Phifi.ians euenat his 

S h* A S C f°- if " d ° " 0t '"T'f ? P° 0rC »^c-faan,who neuc 
lean cd his A,B,C 5 and . being pronounced by him,it found harflily in the eatcs 

rl^t r T ba T' ly Ica "] cd t0 f P caliC in fomc to,,crablt n»nnc. i what car" 
KnfV? r " Cnd ? rC t0 hearc " thus Flounced by thofe who do 

the Reader confider how they pronounce other words, who are fobarba.ousin 

thZ I !l K foc ™"» an , d llow 'hey vfc them criftc-croffe and kirn kam. But 
what ,s it to me may fome lay) though a Phifitian be ignorant of .he tric kes and 
ermes of art.fo hebeski full u, his profeflion >. I grant indeed, that ignorance of 
he termes m,ght well beborne with,if it were fo : yet thus much I dare fay, ,ha 
Aofe who arcbarbarous m the termes of Phificke, do commonly praftife the Ait 

A$T? y-W™}>™ wl ™l(P^ of the barbaroufnefieoftlletonguclin- 

cludc not the Arabian herein, fo it remainc cntircand in his purine.; Bin how (I 
befecch you) mould they begood praffitioners in Phifick.vvlio are not only i P n o- 
rantof the terms.butof the very things themfelucs bclongiiu- to the Art fi'-nified 
by thefe termes^Por cxamplc.though a Phifitian could not giue the p. opt? name 
to luch or fiich an hcrbc.it were not greatly materials he knew it,and could (hew 
w (it need were)totheignorant Apothecary. Burhowfliould they do this when 
as many who know the tight names of fimples, at/3 who in all i cafon fliould hauc 
more knowledge then any Apothecary, content themfelucs 



Apothecaries know theni 



So that whereas they fliould controll Apothecar 



they ate often controlled euen by Apothecaries themfelucs. Naydbnic 



M 



pudc 
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pudcnt, that they ftickc not to fay, that the knowledge of fimples belongcth not 
to their profeffion,and that they muft needs truft Apothecaries therein. Wherein 
(mcthinkesjrhey doas one,whogiuing good aduice,fhould leaueit to be pracli- 
fed by the firft commer,not knowing whether he were able to performe ir or not. 
For vndoubtcdly the good receipt of a Phifitian,isa good aduice which he giucth 
his fick patict.But what a miferable thing is it,if he muft truftan Apothecary thcr- 
with,himfelfe being notable toiudgc whether he do well or ill : nay, being alto- 
gether ignorant whether in ftead of vfing fuch or fuch fimples which are foue- 
raigneand medicinall , hevfeothers which are dangerous andmortall f And I 
would gladly aske them (if I thought they would anfwer me)what name they beft 
deferuc in the opinion of the moft competent Iudges that cuer were, to wit, Hip- 
focrdtes and Galenvi\\Q are neither cood Herbalifls nor Anatomiftsc' For if in an- 



they thought it abfurd to feparate Chirurgcry from Phifickc (fi 



that a Chirurgcon , to fpcalfe properly and according to the Etymologic of the 
word,is nothing clfe but a Phifitian that worketh with the hand) what (hall we fay 
of thofe Phifitians who haue no care to know either the fabrickc and frame of the 
body,or the natureand qualitie of thole drugs and fimples which they prefcribe? 
butlcauethcoiietoAnatomifts, the other to thofe whom they call Herbalifts. 

Ncuerrhelcffc I am not ignorant that thefe different offices are not vfed euery 
where Howbeit I perfwade my felfe that all truly ingenuous who arc not forcft ai- 
led w ith a prciudieate opinion,will grant me that there arc many to be found al- 

moft in cucry place .who take vpon them the praclife of Phificke , and yet haue 

need of fuch officers and attendants to trot after their tailcs (if I may vfc fo home- 
ly a phrafe.) 

1 2 I proceed now to other practifes of ignorant Phifitians , no leffe dangc- 
roufly pernicious then impudently audacious.Some there be thatbargaine with 
Apoth caries to keepe the receipts of learned Phifitians , and to write in euery of 
them for what difeafe it was prefcribed.The^not confidering whether their pati* 
cnts (ickneffe proceed from the like caufc , whether they be of the fame tempera- 
ture and agc,and keepe the fame diet ; nay, not refpecting whether the patient be 
a man or a woman, caufe them tofwallow the fame pilles, and todrinke the fame 
potions.O thcrs vfc the receipts of ancient Phifitians, bailing no regard of our cli- 
mate and mancr of life,altogethcr differing from theirs. Others follow their owne 
appetite in preferring their patients a diet of fuch or fuch meats -fo that a Phifitian 
who naturally loucth or mifliketh thefe or thefe mcatcs, will prefcribc them or 
forbid them his patients accordingly. Others againe,bcing afraid to Iofc their rc- 
putation,prefcribc prcfently vpon the firft view of the vrine,not asking wherof the 

patient doth complaine : albeit many learned Phifitians acknowledge that a man 
ought not to truft too much to the crifis of the vrirte, but to vfc it onely as a help, 
being ioyntly confi Jcrcd with other fymptomes . And if the learned haue fmall 
infight into vrines (as themfeluesconfcfle) how skilfullare the ignorant thereii 

may we thinke^Vcrily weaffure ourfelues that they haue no skill in them at al 



pon 



yet they are the men(forfooth) who as fooncas they haue look... . , 

ftraighr put pen to paper,to prefcribc fome receipt for their patients, without any 
further inquiry after fuch fyntftoms as might bring them to the kno wledse of th 



difeafe. At leaft,thatPhifitiaf ought ingenioufly tohauc acknowlcdgedhimfclfc 
to haue bin altogether Wind in fuchmatters,ortohaueputonafalfepaire of fpe- 
<ftacIes ; who when one brought him a mans ftatc , and told him that it was a wo- 

mans whowas thought to be with child- anfvvcred, thathe knewvery well by 

her 
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hewincjthat (he was with childc indeed, and that flic might allure her felfc 

thereof. u ■ 

13 Butleauingthcirotherdeuicestobe difcnflTed by thofe who haue moreJca 



lure then my fclf,I will fpeake a word or two of Barbers & Qijrurgians :yet recor- 
ding ho extraordinary thing, but onely that which many vpbrajd them with and 
lay in their difh,viz. how they defcrre that to the twentieth or thirtieth dreeing, 
which they might haue applfcd atthe third or fourth, kcepitfgthcwound fwfli & 
grcene,yea fbmetimes renewing them in fteed of confolidatingand hcalingtbsmj 
asalfb how their grofte ignorance is often the caufe of the cutting off of an atmc. 
ora leg.Morcoucrlwcrcgreatiy to blame,if I mould not hold them as bar barous 
(at leaft in their kind)as the Phintions formerly mentioned. Npw this puts me in 
minde of a Barber who after he had cupped mcfas the Phifitian had prefer ibed,) to 



turne away a Catarrh, asked mcif I would btfacrifced. >swrif(xdh\<\ Udid the 
Phififion tell y6u arty fuch thing?No,(quo.th he)but lhauc/acuficcd many^vho 
haue bene the better for it. Then mufing a little- with my felfe, I told him^urcly 

(Sir)you miftakeyour felf,yoii rtieiktieftarifie^Q Sit,by your fauoui (quorh he) I 
haue euer heard it called facrificwgpnd as fovfatrifyng I neuer heard it before. In 
a word ,1 could by no means perfwade him,b«t that it was the.ljajbcrs office to fa- 
crifice men. Since which time, I heuer law any man in a Barbers hands,but that fa« 
crificing Barber came to my mind. But feeing their ignorance & blockifhncs may. 

be furficicntly difcoucred by fuch like errors, I will not profecutc this argument 

any further: but onely call tomind that which hathbenc.faid,how I hold them no 
better then thceues, who being vnskilfull in their profaflion,. make no confeience 
to take the reward due onely to fuch as are expert and sjdlfull in the Art. And veri- 
ly , if we looke a little more narrowly into the matter,we fhall finde thprn to be no 

fimpletheeucs,but theeues in graine, feeing by their ignorance they depriuc thofe 

of their liues,whom they had formerly bereft of their money <Now all this whjch 
hath bcncfpokcn,makes nota litle for the credit and benefite qf fuch as are Artiifts 

indeed ,and pra&ife it faithfully (whether they be Phifitions©rSurgeons,BarbcTs 
or Apothecaries) to the end they maybe more carefully fought after: and on the 

other fide that fuch horfcleeches may the better be fhunned amLauoidcd. • 

14 Concerning the fecond thing which I propounded to fpeake of, viz.como- 
dities or wares fcruing to cloath the body .-doubtles the fubtil devices inuentcd to 
falfifiethcm,areneithcrfbmany norfodangerous. And asl haue fppkeTummarily 
of the formcr,fo wil I fpeak as briefly ofthis,and wil only mention fas I promifed) 
ccrtaine fraudulent dealings pra&ifed in wollen clothes and filks,to the end I may 
(hew that our age could teach the former wherein Qliucr MailUrd\\\\cdfotwt trick 

or other of cuning conueyance as wel in this as in other particulars. And firft I wil 

begin with Mcrchants,who not content ( by their fubtill mancr of me.ifuring for* 
merly fpoken of)to get vpon the meafure,haue deuifed a way to faljift clothct 'mxc- 
gard of the matter,ptitting in flocks in fteed of wolhfo that wheras chapmen think 
they haue their cloth of like woll within,as it apeareth to be witljout^ they find by 
cxperiete (after they hiuc worn itbuta Iitle)that they bought plain flocked cloth. 
Now vndcr the name Merchant I comprehend Clothiers, vfing the word in*a ge- 
neral acception rand though there Wert: nothing elfe,the common french prouerb 
confirmcth it ,which faith: It fait affez, qui faitfaire,So that if I fliould fpeake of the 
deceit vfed in dying, I thinke I fhould offer Mertmants no wrong to lay it to their 
charge.For though all falfe Diers haue not the watchword from Merchants : yet, 
as if there were no receiuers,there would be no theeues;fo if Merchants would rc- 
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cciuc no wares but good and mcrchatable,doubdeflc Clothiers and dyers would 
not falfifie them. If they mall anfwer,that thcmfclucs arc the firft that are decerned.- 
I anfwer agairyhat if they be notskilful in their trade, they (hold (hut vp fhop.But 
to proceed to another argumcnt-what will they fay (trow vtc) to that latedcuice 

in coyning of new phralcs and formes of fpeech, and making them go for currant 

almoft in euery mans mouthjwhereby we arc drawnc to acknowledge that we re- 
cciue better wares of the then indeed we do?I wil inftance & exemplific this with 
the ftuffc which they call Florence Searge, and will fpeakc of it as of a thing which 
I learned to mine own c coft. About ten yeares ago when men fpake of Florence 
Searge,thcy ment fuch as was right Florence Scargc indeed,made in that ci tie-but 
fincc that time, they hauc caufed counterfeit Seargc to be made very like vnto it, 
which at the firft they called Searge after the fafbion of Florence (by which no man 
could be deceiucd.)Howbcitthcy haue by little and little through long cuftojmc 
left out thefc words: After the manner jxsA haue called it in plaine termes Florence 
Serge for breuity fakc$which abridging or rather clipping the kings Hnglifli makes 
much for the profite of the feller and the coft of the buyer. I meane, when a Mer- 
chant of a good large confcicnce mceteth with a chapman , who is vnacquaintcd 
with this new ftile. Which thing I eonfes happened vnto me whe this new phrafe 
came firft in vfe,and therefore I faidlwould fpeake of it,as of a thing which I lear- 
ned to mine own coft.For hauing fbmetimes bought Florence Searge at Florence, 
and knowing it to be very excellent good ftuffe indeed,! had eueraf ttra mind to 
wearc it,and no other,if it might be had for money .Meeting therf ore with a Mer- 
chant, who found Florences Frame J. quickly agreed of the price,(though it was 
very deare)and departed glad of the bargaine.But he met with me,and not I with 
him : for after that I had wornc a ftiort cloake(which I made of it)fbme few dayes, 
I pcrceiucd that I had not found Florence in France:*nd then you may allure your 
felfe,I was not mute nor tongue tied,when I came to export ulate the matter with 
my Merchant for the cheating trickehe had plaied me : who feeing he could not 



denic it, vfed no other excule, but that it was the vfuall manner offpeech. And 
what fbould a man lay to thisgcare, (to fpeake UMaillardAiliC ) hmAdtriginta 
milk dubokt talem modum loquendi ? Now albeit I haue inftanced in this one ex- 
ample of Scargc,yct it is not without a felow ; furc I am that Spanip) felts may bearc 
it company. For the cafe is not alike with thefe wares, as with thofc which they fay 

werebrought a hundreds wo hundred,or three hudrcd miles offjalbeit they were 
made but two or three houfes off : but they are on the fare fide of the hedge.For 
if they tell one that knowcth it not,that it is Florence Searge, it will be fold for Flo- 
rence Searge: and if thev tel another that knoweth it,they will anfwer him ftraighr, 
it is the common and vfuall phrafe of fpeech : the like may be faid of Spanifli 
felts. 

1 5 Notwithftanding I were to blame,if I mould fay that Silkmcn are not as wit- 
ty as wollen Clothiers.Nay contrarily I pcrfwadc my felfe that by how much filk 
threedsarc finer then wollen threcds: by fo much arefilkcmens wits more fine 6: 
fiibtill to deuife cuning Heights to deceiue. For firft as wollen clothiers flock their 
cloath:fofilke-mcn weaue crewell with their veluet, which is tofilkcas flocks are 
to wooll.NayJ haueheard that the ground of fome of their veluet is plain threed. 
Bu t they hauc a trick which clothiers haue not-for by fteeping them in water they 

make them fecme more fubftam Iall and better wrought then indeed they are.'And 
j f they cart play the merchan ts fo well in veluet by meanes of the water , they can 
do it much more m Satin by the fame means. As fWaffata,they fteepc it not only 

in 
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in water , whereby they deceiue, but hauc a further dcufce, whereby they make 

a peece of Taffata which hath but two threedsjfeerrie as though it had foure, that 
which hath foure, as though it had fnte , that which hath fixe, asthoughithad 
etght^and that which hath eighths though it had t wdue : So that for ten dies of 
Taffata which is right grograine indeed, and wrought as it mould be , you fhall 
haue ten peeces of counterfeit. Farther, wearc to note that as FlerenceSeztgc 
which is fold in other countreyes to them that know not what belongeth vnto it, 
goeth for Florence Searge, but to them that arc acquainted with it, is fold for 
Searge made after the manner of Florence : fb the Satin which they call Satin of 
Bruges, is but vne hapelourde (as the French man fpeaketh) that is,a wife and coun- 
terraite ftutfcj & as I may fay a meete baite to cunny -catch thofc who either haue 
not dealt with any of long time ,ot ha" ue forgotte it: for to thofe that know it not, 
it is good Satin , to others that know it, it is Satin of Bruges. This fliort aduertife- 
ment therefore fhall fufficcto ftirrevp thofe, who by reafbn of their praclifein the 
trade,arc better acquainted with them the" my felf,tO difcouer the like impoftures.* 
For there are euer two (ores of tradefmcnor the fame trade, faire chapmen and 
felfe cheaters , Otherwifel could not haue difcouercd fo many of their fecrets and 
my fterics,if fbmc honeft Merchants of whom I leatned the former, had not firft 
uainted me therewith. Therefore Iproteft it was the leaft part of my meaning 



to noucr in generalities in my former difcourfe , neither is it my purpofe to do 



... that which followcth 

16 NotwithftandingI may not in any wife forget Vfurers, leaft it be faid that 
1 fauor them .True it is that when I firft read in Menot and Matllard fuch a number 
of their fubtill Heights and crafty conueyances, I thought it almoft impoftibleto 
addeany thing vnto them : but when I begunne to intreat of this argument,! per- 
ceiued that I needed not gofarre, or trouble my felfe much in difcouering of 



others, coming newly fparkling from the forge. Among which I will range this 
iathe firft ranke ( not becaufc it is very witty,but beeaufe it is very plcafant)of an 
vfurer of Vincence^ who was very importunate with the preacher of that place to 
cry out luftily againft vfurers:and being demanded by him,why he was fo earneft 
to haue him preach againft themj he gaue him this anfwer:Sir(quoth he) I hope 
if you cry out mainly againft thcm,and rcproue them fliarply for it,you wil in the 
end make them leauc it:and then if I can once be alone,or haue but few fellows,I 

doubt not but I (hall quickly grow rich,wheras now I caget nothing among fuch 
a multitude.Butletvs proceed toother wicked prac*tifes,much more pernicious, 
whereby they infnare especially fpend-thriftsand bad husbands. For it is ordina- 
rie with bankrupts when they begin to breake.to hauc their next recourfe ro vfu- 
rers, though this be the brcaknecke of all, and the ready way to ouerthro w them 
horfc and footcSee then here atrick very commonat this day:lfarich merchant- 

vfurer be intreated to lend a fummc of moneys his anfwer will be, that he ham 
none,but he hath wares which he cares not to part withall, fo he may haue the va- 
lue of them in money, but that he fhall be fure to lofc by them if he fell them ouer 
quickly whereupon he will dire&the borrower to a good fellow (with whom he 
hath agreed vnderhand) who will not giue abouc fiue or fixehundrcd crownes 
for thar for which theborro wer agreed to giue a thoufand; which thoufand he is 
bound ro pay, as though he had receiued the mony in hand,and purfed it. Which 
trick hath afonitie with that formerly fpoken ofby Menot & Matllard. But fee here 
a firre ftranger deuice,which they mention not at all : for'fomctimcs they deliuer 
not the merchandize rcally,but by imagination 5 fending them only in their names 
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to'caufe them to giucabiU.of their hand almofl for tvvifefo much as they recciue, 
Morcoucr, there arc fuch viljanous vfurics praftifed at this day, with, fuch ftrange 
dpurfes and proceedings ,. ^s(doubtleffc) the aforefiid Preachers ncuer heard of; 
and it is not vnlikc but that they haue bin deuifed of lafaFor the mcancs whereby 
tffwersia (ooi<? countries are wont tognaw the borrower tothcbpneSjarc^ffer 
Fifft note, that fomc are lenders by their occupation, anid others furetics.: when 
thenaman ^ojrlmcth toan vfurcr who lendeth for fiuc in the hundred,and aflcr 
much ado hath got a promife,vpon condition he put ina wfficicnt furetie, (the 
good wifeal/b giuing her confent by mcancs of fomcgood prcfeut) hemuft bu<5 
ibroe good fellow to be furetie for him,by prcfeming hit)) with fomcjhing . wKq 
will do nothing for all that ,, except he may haue apawnc worth very nearc'twife 
fo much, And yet all this will not fcruc the turne neither, for that furetie muft get 
another furetie, who muft of ncccmtic be won by fomeprefen t at the borrows 
cofti And after aliis donc,hc(fpat ing nothing in the meanc time to fcaft thefecor- 
nicatcheis) bindeth himfelfcin Darby bonds to giuc certain pledges at the termes 
cud,i; he miffc payment at the time appointed . If then he breake day three or 

foure vnder dr name of pledges (more or JeiTc,as it w/is formerly agreed) come 
mo Innc,and there makegood cheare at the borrowers coft. And bc&fo haui 
acertamc dayly allowance mentionedin the bond,which comcsbftcn to twice 
much as then charges : and there they runnc vpon his ./core , till become to take 
fome other order; I mcancy ill he fatisfie their hoft for all that they hauefpent and 
pomcnt them i for their wagesrandhy mediation of Angelsrcncw the bond both 
Wiethe creditor and the fureticyo obtainc a fecond tenrfe(for theftft being ex- 
pired he mu ft fee t heir iafrc(h,or fceke for other furetics , fuch as his creditor I U 
hkc of; and fo at the laft the land or houfc,or whatfoeuer was lay d topawne is fo 
deepc in the vfurcrs booke,that the borrower is no way able to redeemed thii 
is the diucl and all that they will not /ray till he owe them fo much as he r*W 
Kworth, butcaufethehoufc tobeadiudgcd them for the lone of Wor 500? 
erowncswhich is worth i 5 oo.or 2000. whereof they are to haue thcVc vbtiUtt 
bc-pluekedoutoftbarclavves^ 

mil running on^thtbc payed,or till fuch time asat therequeftofothe creditors 
behoufeorland maybelold at port-falc, that he may haue the ouSohhc 
true value. Albeit ,t tallcth out many times in fuch felL by port She coun 
jrey being poore of a lelfe and the creditors mcnofpolWJ^htffite 

^tfrA ^ "r at ialfc , thc W ° rth ' no man willing or B to fi« 

tbcpiceJicfidesalthisMenthecreditorlenthismony^ 

of gold ashe thou g htgood(whether they were vtciJtot^^S 

riowCgoo i Reader) what fayft thou to this kind of vfur^Docft thS 
hcdmeH himfc fe could do worfe if he fhould become an vfurc tt S 
I am perfwaded he could nor. And yet the vfurv whirr, k t ^ ' 
in grinding the faces of the poore pcop e % She nfc ^T° n | * 7 7 s 
when piping extortioners do notonely Z 1^^^^^^ uh ^ 
reacy)but euen cut their throates,in taking KSfft" 8 
their monopolies,day Iy deu ifed by thefe wicked S«^fn^ mMt 5 CS ' by 
gons and boatcs bringing in commodir irT3l7 g l " 8 10 mcct thc wa * 
mcn to make them ^CJte 1 C0 ™P™g the carters and wafer- 

repotted that <he?er3 

gaining that they had neceffary *B3S3£ 5^2? 

their 
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their drift was to take them from thc watermen , that being vnprouided of horfes 
to draw their boates,thcy might be caufed to ftay by thc way. 




CHAP. XVIL 

Of the t hefts and miujlice of Lawyers, 

Oncerning thefts committed by Lawyers 5 efpccially by fuch as arc 

termed Pettifogger *,though they be now farre greater, and in grea- 
ter number,and fuites in law more chargeable then cuer they were, 
(not with ftanding all politickc courfes and prouifoes to thc contra- 
ries yet they are more tollcrable then thole of their predeceffors. 

For it volenti & confent tenti , non ft injuria , and ft nolentem (fui feruat , idem fa- 
tit occidenti 5 what harme do pettifoggers,to hold out their hands and open their 
purfes to fuch as defire to fill them, vpon condition they make them fomc fporr, 
and let them feea thoufortd fine fetches , and as many cunning conucyances and 
feates of theirs? In the raigne of king Lewis the eleuenth,there was a Bilhop which 
tookc fuch delight in this fport , that when the King would haue eafed him of a 
number of fuites, he carncftly befought his highneffe to leaue him ibme twentic 
or thiitie behind,whcrewith he might merrily pafle away the time . But that hu- 
mor is now very common , and it is grownc to this head, that men do not oncly 
delight in it , but feeke no other paftimc or recreation all their Hues long: fo that 
to hue without fuites, were a death vnto them. What reafon is it then that Lawyers 
mould make them fuch good fport for nothing < Or that they fhould be weary of 
taking before they be weary of giuing ? And I am cafily induced to thinke , that 
whe chcy svere called Pragmattciens ,that is^Pragmatitioners^y thc original word) 
things were notfo outoflquarejbut fince that a fillable of their name Was clipped 
away,and they called Praticiensjh&t is, Practitioners, they knew well how how to 
make thcmfelues amends for this curtailing of their name, as well vpon their pur- 



fes who were not in fault,as vpon theirs who were authors thereof. Befides 
termes of pratique an dpraticiens were giuen them fitly for thc purpofc, to teach 
them how they were to handle thofe that came within their douches. Further, 
moft ccrtaine it is thai Lawyers can get pounds more eafily at this day, then they 
could crowncs in former time: for whereas the Poytenin in times paft commenced 
but one fuitc for a pins point , he now commenced! halfc a dozen for as fmall a 



mattei .The 'Norman who vfed to go by water for want of a hoi fe, and 



writs by land for feare of lofing,rideth now on horfcback,and carieth his writings 
with him. And furely there is great reafon, that horlmens practifes fhould exceed 
footmcns.But in earncftj verily thinke that there are more fpetfifogging and co- 
nicatching Lawyers to be found at this day,who do euen flea, eatc and gnaw the 
poore people to the very bones fefpecially where the Romifli religion is in re- 
qucft) and vfe more craftie Heights, fubtiltics, cogging parts,concuffions,and al! 
manner of corruption,thert cucf were heard of in former timc.Now it would thc 
more grieuc me for this age wherein we liuc ( in which men are more giuen tc 
wrangle at thc law ,thcn eucr ) If it were good going to law 5 then now it doth , fee 
in* it is fo chargeable . For as the fea,notwithftanding it be fo boifterous and ra 
ging,hath many cuftomers 5 if it were quiet and calme would haue many more 



hundred for one: fo if Lawyers(who in kindnes cut mens throates)d 



dif 
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dilcouragc men from following them, what would they doiffuites were not *• 
compared with fo many mifcriesr- doubtlcflc the Poytcim whoin old time com" 
menced but one juice for a pins poinc, and now (as hach bene faid) makcth halfi." 
a dozen of tyyould comencc twentie(at the leaft) for as fmall a mattcr.In a word 
it were good (m my tudgemencjfor the cafeof the poorepeople, if fuices were fo 
peppered and falrcd.thac no man (no nor thedinel himfclt) might fwallow them 
Nocw«! 1 ft.mdn,gaswhenawtcked raa n isflainc by another as bad as himlelfr 

wcacknowlcdgetbehandof God therein executing hisiudgemenrsbefore oS 

eyes.and yet we approue not the murcherers faebfo when wefee thefc bufibodics 
who are cucr wrangling w.th their ncighbours,and following che law (albeic ,W 
m,gl better ft ftillat home) to be fo vexed and difquieced , and rouedfbm P0 ft 
to ptllar , and fo to rece.ue their defcrucd rovaid by the iuft iudgemen of God 
yet we may not approue thofe by whom they are thus moffi L« vl 
ft re ore whether Pemf.-ggers do more kindly cntertaine their chents a, thil 
d y, hen they did when MaillardmA Menot were lining s an d ftoSS 

fikejet vs heare what the mort famous of all the FrenchWeShS 

La Us fins grands Us flat pais deftruifent; 

L.t Us petti peu ou point aux grands nuifciit. 
La Irouue-l'on facon de prolonger, 

Ce quife doit ,& fh petit abiregcr: 

La [am argent pomrete n'a raifon: 
La ft del/ mil maimcbonnemaifin: 

^J>'"»sf'«sca«feencaiifesfcdefpendemx 
La les ciufrim Us caufes s'entreuendem. 

lien public onmmifefte,& dit 
La t» minimi de ce monde mmidit 

£±1 »e pur oil joiis borne confeience 
> turt deux iours en paix & patience. 

There greater men the poorer faine, demure 
Z)'"«™'pKeg*mjloodtbemightm pim \ r . 

There mtMtl fimd> flm ^ P 

There nee die clients waile the warn of law S 

Then •famous houfes (nd their fatjllend: 
Tbmfooles m caufleffe f„i, es ,h eir yods mif-thend 

Bt ceflui-la qui fa , e fi ( def C(emr , 

En >pla,derie,a fait vn grand chef ^murc • 

Car ,U,ou< deflrui, (on parent ale, 

D >»' i I eft era in t, ejr prsfe efaJntage. 



Hath done knights feruici )„ hu %™ 

Though he haue nought his houfes M dt 
^('''l^nisfeaT'dandhoJor-dLf 



And 
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And then fpeaking of fundry forts of fuites.which he compareth to fundry kinds 

offerpcnts.be ttifh: 

Pc fefroid la,qui lentemmlfe tratne, 
par fin veniit a bicn feu mettre haine, 

EntreUmerc,&letmauuaittnfans. % 
And that cold ferpeM \with fift tm&tiggtte, 

Hath learn d tofow the feeds tffoulc debate 
Betwixt the mother and her impious brood. 

Which agrecth well with that which (JKenot often reproueth In children, for go- 
in" to law with thcit mothers . Further, the fatnePoet faith.that Cleargic-nicn, 

who ought to diflwade others from going to law.are the greateft wranglers of all 

others.inthefcvetfes 



. . . . dirontju'impofiibU Uur femble 
illre Chrepen & plaideur tout en femble 



Aincois feront etix-mefmes a flaide 

Lis plus ardans. 

The j will not quite deft aire jhat me felfi man 
Should bea Uwjer and 'a Chrifiian: 
ret who fo hotly pkadc as they the while? 

s To conclude all in a word, we ate to take whatfoeuer the forefaid pr rachers 
hauefpoken concerning the roifeties which accompanied their ruites,and after- 
wards nebblc them,if we wold know all the mifchtefes and mifenes which foUow 

our wrangling in the law. And poore Mcnot needed not to haue troubled l» head 

fomuch abom ludges bribes as though he could haue cured th is (ore,wh.ch 1$ 

Wl, me tangere, that may not be touched! ) for they learned this IetTon inai w hum 
drcd ycarcs agoiand finding the praftife pleafant and proficable.they haue fo well 
temcmbi ed ir>t they could neuer f.nce forget it. And ,f there were nothing elfe 
bur tractof time f.nce they firft peaceably enjoyed this pr.u. edge , P' f cfa>P»on 



doubVleue would giuc it them. Trail of time Kay : for if we duely confider what 
™and theP 8 oe, Hefodty , we toll eafily perceme thateuen in then dayes 

Iufticc (which is painted blind and without hands) vvas dcanebaniflicd out of the 

w o l d S 

Searaway the bell, not oncly in regard of the Tkeoricke^ much more oi 
hc pTallicie. For now they are not contented to take fuch bribes as may be eaten 
o drunken (asthe cookes in Pari* know well , with whom thefe Lawyers had to 

deal" fearinR left the great ftorcof foule which came fty.ngm at their wmd ovves. 

^d drS downe^heir chimneyes all at an inftant , would be tainted before 
C cZ^tX table. ) Neither arc they co ntcnt that their wiucs fliould be pre- 

fied wXbiicLs, chaines , and riniof gold win ng at « as tbougl, , ey 

knew nothing : not that their men (hould take vnder hand, to ^M*/ ™? 
fhare with them in thebootieibut are come to this paflc.tofay Come «»,and toi til- 
K»wKteids.Yca (notwithftanding the Prouerbe which orb.ddcth 
» ffi riSrie in the mouth)they fticke not to ting and pe.zc the money, 
befon ^thelwlu fay,^/^». And yet this doth not content them nenhenfot they 
a« e owne to xhl ^^xrremity ,to caufe many a poore Naboth co g.ue the a vineyard 

£ 1 e vnd g^wne co hatdo teatmes , for they haue not bencaftiam cd > 
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askechatwhichcannotbelent, ibid, or pawned,neithcr by the Law of God nor 
imnstheloiTcwhcreofisfargrcaterandasirrecoucrable astheloiTeoflifciticlfc- 

they ate eucn come (I fay) to enforce men to buy iuftice at fuch a rate , as is not 

onclycontrarytoallciuiliricandiuuicc, butrcdoundsalfototheinfamieofiiic- 
cceding poltcritie. To fpealce in plainc tcrmes , there was in this Age within the 
reach of our memory a Prefidcntof the high court of Parliament at /V»,who did 
extend his right (6 farrc.as to rcqueft an honorable Ladie.to lend him her placket 
peecc,promifing on that conditio to giuc her audiencc.I will beware how 1 name 
that Prcfidcntjyet thus much I dare boldly fay , that it was he who was afterward 
mctamorphofed imoan Abbof.mA being inucfted into that dignity.writa booke 
againil the Luthcrtm, which he dedicated to the Pope : theftyle whereof was fo 
hard and rough , thathis Holyncfle carryingalcafc of it by chance to the clofe- 

ftoolc,did all to chafe and excoriate his Aportolike feate therewith. To be briefc 

it was he.whofc nofc was enchafTcd in many fine Epitaphs,whilft the Pope f who 
had at that time many y, ons in the fire ) lliould be at leafure to canonize him 

I ora Sa ^ .' n, ; Ho " b " t ,!. lv, ' not dcn y > b '» 'hat if CommmU mor f M it im *n& \h\M 

be lawful for a Prefidet oftheParliamet which is lawful for other inferior Iudees- 
this Iudgcs aduocatcs may alleadge the cxaplcs of fome who haue done title Ecn 
tcr,and of others who haue done far worfe. Among which the Prouoft called U 
rmjlcmay wel be the ringleader of rhedancc.for the notable knauifh pa, t,which 
hepkud w.th a vmuous Lady, whocomming vnto him in hope to intreat him in 
her husband S behalf,(whom hekept in prifon)hc requefted her to do him a S 
pleafurc onely to g.uc hurt a nights lodging , promifing vpon that condition to 
grant whatfocucr (he would askc Shc( P oorc foule)was hereput to a plungeXd 

' ^ rf ma ?' s * hcrc wl J?««nrfy "o"cth herhusband.thatwouldnotlwucbenc 
»n the hkc cafe?) For confidenng with her felfe on the one fide,,l,at ifCSw 
to his unpotent aff c a,on Ihc fbould violate her faith plighted to I 'er lSnd 
and one the other fide that fl.e fl.ould fauc his life by contenting ; vmo n fl* 
handled the matter wanly and well. Foralthough ft/was rcfolucd toSeher 

cahly d.fpenfing with hcr,(as it is like he would) fhc « his Lordfliio tike his nlra 

in hand with the forme h« fo ?™1 nf 1? "itcgntte) may well go hand 
Whilft this iolly fiwSft 1 !? b r e "8 iftred in ^ chronicles. 
der,a good ktivZTvZh m and whir g * 'Y 0 * who was v P on *° lad " 
woullfaue his life Te Z,lZ'iue 1.7J if^t'"^ P ro ™fi"g that if he 

Which words had foi^^Z&^^r' 1 ^ 

|a„e a figne to the ^^^,^2^^^^ 
fliift)came nearctothe place of exeenrinn ^ a ^ i j • deuiicd a good (cabling 




auc 



i 



CHAPTER XVII. m 

fo p t w Lo maldc terre te vire, Dauala^da,uala:tu few men At daunt I'ojf trial ton tuge. 
That \SySee(my maifiers ) into what danger this roague hath brought meifor he hath 

ourone^and neuer told me. A plague light on thee. Come downejome doxvne sin a, thou * He *quiuo- 
jhalt be presented before the offtciall thy Judge . And here I remember another trickc "ord*!™, 
yet farrc more ft range, plaid by another who had the lame office. This good which figmfi' 
fellow defirous on the one fide to (auc a thceueslife that wa9 committed into his * c " * 
hands, vpo condition he might haue a (hare in the booty (as was formerly agreed), Jw 0 "lT 
and on the other fide fearing left the people ftiould murmur and mutine,if he fuf- ,n R old ^ 
fered not the Law to haue his courfe, and that himfelfe ftiould be in danger of his Ed£ 
life,hc fhiftcd it thus. He apprehended a fimple fellow , and told him tha.t he had 

100. crov 

/ought for him a long time, and that he was the man that had committed fuch a to 8' ueh 
fad*. The filly foulc denied itftoutly, as one whofe confcicnccacc]uithimofall hcwola i 
that was laid to his chargc.But the Prouoft being refolucd to proceed on, and to 'hepeo^c 
prolecutethe matter againft him to the proofc, fuborned certainegood fellowcs tbou'K " 

to dcale with him vnder hand, and to flic w him that it was better for him to con- hid ipokco 

fclTc the fad(ieeing that whether he denied or confefTcd it, there was no remedy, ot h,s ,haucn 
he was fare to lole his lifej rand that if heconfelTcd it,the Prouoft wold be bound ,"«bSd ' 
byothtocaufe fo manymaftes to be laid for hinyhat he might allure himfelf he v*mmtm\*- 
fhould go to heauen :and though he denyed it, he (hold be hanged ncucnhelcffc ^t^lofc 
andgotothediucll, becaufc no man would procure him fo much asonemafle. tiuthcwasia 
The fimple fot hearing that he ftiould be hanged, and after go the diuell, was ter- iin & cT 1 
ribly affraid,and faid that he had rather be hanged and ib go to God. In the end 
he told them he did not remember that euer he committed any fuch thing : not- a clergy man, 
withftanding, if any man did better remember it then himielfe, and were furc of ^ 

it,he would dye patiently : onely he befought them in any hand to keepe tou ch t k powTof 

with him for his maffes.He had no fooner fpoken the word , but he was brought the cn«i ma- 
to the place ofexecution,tofupply his roomethat had deferued death . Howbeitj f^'olco. 
being vpon the laddcr,he vttcred certaine fpeeches, by which he gauc the people j. 4 °" c 
to vndcrftand,that he was lorry that euer he had confciTed lo much,notwithftan- 
ding the heauen and happinclTe they had promifedhim. To remedy which in- 
conucnicnce,the Prouoft gauea figne to the hangma to turne him off the ladder, 
left lie rtiould tell tales out of the fchoolc, which was done accordingly, but be- 
caufe I am come to the very height of thefe mens impieties , I will here ft rike fa ile 
and dircd my courfe to another coaft. 

3 And if I muft needs fpeakcof Iudges and Iuftices wiues^as well as CWaillard 
andtjltenot , beitknowne vntoallmcn, that they are not content to haue their 
gownes died in the blood of the poore,nor to get their liuing by the fwcat of their 
bodies ( as thole houlwiues mentioned by the forefaid preachers) but make their 
market bet ter, and go a nearer way to the wood. For wheras they get nothing but 
braue apparrcll and iewelsby fuch fwcat , thefe get offices befjdc> for their huC- 
bands.And whatlay thefegentle Gilliansand chaft Penetopes,gud factum pLcitum 

Domini Abbatis , Domini Epifcopi , Domini Cardmalu (as Menot fpeaketh) when 

they fee their husbands aduanccd by their mcanes , but that it is good to haue the 
fauour of great Lords, and thata man cannot tell what need he may haue of their 

helping hand? QueftionlelTc,if Menot or CMaillard were now liuing, they would 

anfwerthem roundly (if they had not forgotten their old Latin) Adomnes Diaho- 

los talem fauorem. 

4 Which being fo, it cannot be but that that wicked kind of cheating and chaf- 
fering which was vfed in UlientfpvaiQ ( as we may percciuc by his complaints) 

N ftiould 
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mould be much more common and ordinary at this day,viz.that Lawyers fhould 
lend their confidences ro great Lords. For feeing they obtaine offices of them at 
fo eafic a rate (viz. by their mcerc fauour) they cannot chufc (as they thinke who 
haucas largea confcicnccas a (hip-mans hofe,ora Francifcans llecue which others 
call a chucnll ewfeknee ) but make them win the day and cary the caufe 5 though 
they fliould off er thegreateft wrong in the world. Notwithftanding I do not af- 
fhmc that all inaried men which arc promoted by great Lords , arc aduanccd by 
mcancs of their wiucs:but this I fay,that it is cithera thing lately pi adi/ed among 
them,or at lead farre more common and ordinarie then in former timc.How euer 
it be, our Age vvillaffoord vs fundry examples offuch as euen with fbipwrackeof 
their confcicncesf if they had any) fhew great Lords that they arc not vnthankful 
butthatthcy fo well remember thebencfites and fauours theyhaue receiued ; 
their hands , that they wholly become their moft humble and affectionate fer- 
uants.Howbeit I will not ftand to cxemplifTc this in thofc who do no better then 

damne their owne fbulcsin this bchalfe,but will record a vcrie memorable exam- 
ple of a certainc Judge at Paris , to whom I hope I fliall do no more wrong to put 
him in the rankc among the reffyhen they did him at PAris(Anno i$s7.)'m fating 

him on thepillorie. This venerable Iudge purpofing to fhew better then euer be* 

fore, that he was a mill; r in confeience as well as in name (let not this cracke the 
credit of thofc millers that keep a good confcience)& willing to fhew a great Lord 
how much he wold do tor him (being willing as it fa med to do much more then 
he was requeued ) not content to damne his foulc to the diuell in this cafe- flou- 
rifhed fo with his Hloqucnccand Rhetoricall infinuations , that he perfwaded 
others to fend their foules to hcl for company.For he fbhotly profecutcd the mat- 
ter againft the CountefTe of scnigan (who was vniuftlyaccufed to haue holpen 
the Dukeof *Afiot to faue himfclf out of the caftic oivimenms wherche was im- 
prifoncd Jtlm he fuborncd a number of falfe witnefles to depofeagainft her,vfing 
for this purpofe the helpc of a commiffioncr called £M«f/:butboth cfcaped at too 
eafic a ratc.F>r after they had bene condemned for double dealing and falfe pac- 
king , in fuborning falfe witnefles to further the fuitc commenced againft the 

nudCountcire^heywcreadiudgedtoaskchcrforgiijfncfreinwayofhonorable 
fatisfiiaion, and after to be fet on thepillory in the mai ket place ot Paris and Lift 

of all to be baniflied.N cither do fuch bafc companions oncly ftretch their confid- 
ences vpon the tenters to plcafure their Lords and maifters, (at whofe command 
they arc ready with life and !immc)but to grarific others alfo. WitncfTc the Chan- 

cellour wbo cried out vpon his death bed , Ah Cardwalljhou haft fern vs all to the 
diuell \\ Inch I fpeake not any way to blemifli the good name of his fuccehour; 
whofe great knowledge(as all men know) ioy ncd with like integritic, may feme 
asapattcrneandprcfidenttoallpofteritie. b " ,u 7 ltIUC 

5 Butto returne to falfe witnefles , and the fuborning of them (becaufemy 

purpofe is to treat of the more at large). Albeit then this falfe packing nfuborning 

of M cwuncfles bea finneof great ftanding , and almoft as oldas the manin 
theMoone: yet it ncucr came ( I take it) to the height it is come vnto in thefc 
da.cs,as may appeare by an anfwerfwhich is now crowne to be a bv-word in cue- 

of, anfwered,thathewasaw,tnefTe. Which anfw?r could neuer hau comefrom 

wlc^L ° m fUCh a r c 35 h3d hadhis abodc in P^ccs where mcnt^dc 
witnefTebearingatradc oroccupation, making merchandize thereof* Tof vv^?« 

And we may aflure our felues that his fello wl would h^Sft 

fimply 
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fo great at this day A was fo me toyJ2%£&£^£^ 

ny cxccu.ed for .c, as ,n h.rmer times.I an/wer that the rcaftTn tSEtejfizSZ 

experience (hove, ; that there are more put to death by order ofTSrf 

are pracWcd, Tficcxccimon therefbretof iuftice irrone nlbee.'o&n n. rVu 



b« h better then'heir predeccfTo.^ 

Sift for f c r r fe t0 - 



b ppcnedw.thm.Srfefetvyeares,) of fuch afhadlfoully fo^S flS 
byaLordotowagainftacitizcbfJwmalled^rW «S!tTf 

mur«her:fprwteastheywere.old,hat^ 

the fa.d Bqmd was that his nofe was made hkcthe handle of 2Z bdte 
My exammed by iohe I.,dgc ff d asked how they co uld knowhim S3 
all with oneaccord/hanhey could eafily know him by acutofa w^S 
had vpori b* nofe. Sjuhn when flprt ( againft.whotn they cZ tl ftfr? 
was brought forth , they faid he was not the man, becaufc he Ld to W vodn 
bs no e And thus being detected , they were accordingly execu ted H 
ncrand falfe accuCr being beheaded and quartered onely%VS wasnt 
fina I acluantagc for lum.Now albeit this beas notable an exanfpk of fa Ife pS 
a happened thc(e twenty yearcs, yet wemay not thinkethat it is theonelyexam? 
P* bu that feme of firth, memory may be found tomatchit. n,isattVeTe ft 
winch happened as nroft men know ) within there feuen weckes to ce taTne 

talie wmteftes , fnborned againft one brought from OrUm ,„ to, Ed bound 

& p.moned:how thefc weked wretches fo forga, themfclne,, that whereas 1 cv 

fliould hauet btd, that du ■man againft whom tl.ey dcpofed.h. da reel Ik dH 

n,d hev ras fwarr,and hada b acke bard.Now whit fcucrc punimment hath 1 cue 

wfl^cd vpon fuch compan,ons, Mcauc the Readcrto enquires yet this 1 know 
(anc hvho knowethjt notOthat during the laft ciuill warres in d vvMft 

hf deuourets o cofifcanons ruled the roft.this acemfed trade was prafl.led W h 

asgreatmipun.ne.aseueritwaseithcrinrhisorin former A<»cs ■ • ■ 

..f nr ^ th j 'J'"/ of Lawycts, who (as MailLrd fpcaketh; take^ hoc & ab 

Z£t f'Pt"* qutteworncout^ Nay would toGod itivere not 

Zn £ll fu tC u C th3t " WCrc "or (bnororiouflyknowne, .ha 

tuen little ch,ld, en could talkeofit. Notwithftanding I will here al.'cadneone 
onely example, wh.ch fl.all mfficiently cln.re.his iolly manner of P roceedin R . 

Cbartrcs, (who .s yet I.u.ng, .f he benot very lately dead) hauirig rccciucd of the 

io.efa,d Lord a houfe ftanding/n the place \Maubm in Pari,, (which he 
(old (as ,, IS reported ) for j 50. or aoo. poundsinr-eadymoncy:) inrecompence 

oithcpaincswh.chheptom.(cdtotakein aduancinn his bufintflc inft«dof 




flced of 
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promife, he Ukc a vUlaine betrayed him moft pcrfidiounytohisaduerraryjthe 

I.ord J Beaumont La ronce) in hopeof aparccll ofland worth three hundred 

pounds.whichwaspromifcdhim. # 

7 Asforcunningconueyances/ubtilfleightSjCraftiedcuices^ndcoufinipg 

mitts vfed in Law, wouldtoGod they were but quadruple to thole informer 
times and thatyong beginners were acquainted with no more Heights thenthe 
craftieft Lawyers were in former ages. I will here alleadgc onely two exam- 
pies to th is purpofe , which notwithstanding fliall counteruaile two dozen of o > 
thers The firft is of a craftie conueyance grounded vpon a rigorous courfc m the 
formall proceeding of iuftice, notvnliketothatinT«™*, Sunmum m fumrna 
fspc inium eft: which is this . The Proctor and Counfcll of a certaine gentleman 
who was the plaintiffc(as being the next kinfman) being corrupted , and haumg 



compared vndcr hand with the Counfel & Proctor or the aduerfc partiejCaufed 
the faid plaintiffc to pay a certaine fumme of mony,vcry fraudulently giuing him 
the key of the budget backe againc in kecping,whcrein the mony was* to the end 
that when die defendant fliould come to recctue his mony at the time appointed, 
and that the depositary fliould anfwer,that he could not deliucr him any til he had 
the key; hemighttakewitneflethatherefufedtopayit, and fo fentencc might 
parte on his fide,that his aduerfary had not tendered the mony according to co- 
uenant* andconfequently that he might be caft inhisfuitc, and wiped of all: 
which fell out accordingly, The fecond is of a moft ftrangc Height deuifed to faue 
the life of one imprifonedfor a capital crime/The flory is this. One Willi* K/nfina 
being condemned by the vnderludgc of Poitiers to be boylcd in oyle for a falfe 
coy ner, appealed to the Court of Parliament at Paris ; whither being brought, 
his proctor Belluchian gaue him intclligence,that the next day he fliould be con- 
fronted with 2o.\vitncncs. Whereupon A7#/*Mwintreatedhim to fend him fome 
nimble headed fellow (promifing togiuc him ten French crownes),and by him 
he directed the (aid Belluchian at night he fliould dilguifc himfelf,and repaire 
to the houfe where the witneflcs lodged , faining himfclfc to be one of the num- 
ber: and that in fuppcr time he fliould giuc it out,that William Kinfman (againft 

whom they were come to depole) would efcape as he had done fundry times be- 
forc.Thc proctor did ashewascnioyncd^wherupon they growing hot vpon his 
words,would needs wager with him to the contrary ,and layed downc eucry man 
his quart d'efcu. O f all which particulars the proctor took a regiftcr by two publikc 

notaries,whom he had brought with him fecretly for that purpole : which being 
authentically taken , he fent it to the faid Kinfman • who being confronted the 
next morning with thefc witnclTes,and demanded (as the manner is) whether he 

held them for honcft men , and whether he would except againftany of them 
anfwered , that they were all as true to him as iueUs was to Chrift ; for (faid he) 
they hauc fwornc my death : for proofe whercof/ce th is fcrole. N ow as this was 
(in any mansiudgcmcnt)a moft fublimate fubtiltie (as I may lay:) fb I thinkc no 

man will denic but that albeit the defendant aduifed his proctor thereof, yet 



may well be reckoned in the number of thofc which arc day Iy forged in the Law 



yers (hops (to vfe the French phrafe 3 ) and confequcntly may fitly be placed here 

among the reft. 

8 Now if there be haply any that will not reft fatisfied with the former ex- 
amples, but (hall thinkc that this age hath greater ftore of them : I will alleadgc 
two others, which I hope will fuffice to make vp the whole number , and which 
(ifl be not greatly decerned) were deuifed of late , at leaftwife not mentioned by 

the 
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the forefaid Preachers.The ffrft is,that whereas in former timc,the definitiuc fen- 
tencc of the Iudge didputan end to all fuit&i they hauenowfound out a ttjeke 
to continue, protract; and rhlikiplythem fornhltfhibe m<gfce#for there are&me 
fuires IV tiich haue tifri decided tenl times by tentenCc of Gourmand yet are as new 
to bc^Wcuc^me^Werev IWe&cbftd is jfatyfbv one head wbfch is cutofFfrom 
a fmtCjtherc fbrrtrMm;^ in told time ou«of the 

fcrbeht^*^ 

afmehmgth oFfu«cS(W ,, - ' * " * ~ x ' * * ^ ' 



ft it Is 1 ttttir^W fay ing, Lis litem ftrtt) we hahe iuft&bfc to 

compfainc^ha^^^ i N - 

/ Now if it wWe ncteffer^^articulari^ that which hath bene fpoken irt 
generall touching the corrUp^iW whith' is^tafeeiie in pettifogging praclifes,* 
I cou^herc alfcadgC a very ftran^toactife,W^^ be to God ) was in re- 

ejucftbiit onely for arfme,no lOngeMen the etfcdtfGf the author thcreofyhe felfe 
lame man who was made fo famdu1* l by 3 ac6ra&§ie fcctediii Artois where irwas 

faid : Bertran di it leehtm. Jl ne fee m ft letho»j*frWef<y iltuy faut bailter frfiffef 
fcsMtt,f!oh t iieJi tfy grand poufMtit fir fis fi0il toturmilkk /*) batik* ksfixuxt 
that Bertram fay thy Uffon. Htcti'Mfafhts Uf^i^p^dtrotkhemufiye^mUn, 
tlayjbyydnr Uauc Strobe is too old to tihtruffe : we -Me 3 better) gM^iitt the keeping of 

the broade feale.This tine fellowfwHo I wil nbiWafceknownc by any other name ) 
not content to feale hand ouer head whatlfofcufef great men irttteatcd hifif^antod 
writs out of the feourt pfPatliameiVt &Tarh ttx b6&\ parties,^ wel the plaifttJfFes 
as the defendants, \Vit,h renbeatory letters ori^ vpbn another i fomctimes to the 

n umber of fixe or fedMf J NOw What aj^e can b^affdr brag euer to haue feehe or 
heard the like i . ' ;f: ° » 

io But if we fliould proceed further,art<J ebnhe tb the roiirttainc and ordinal 
of thefe emlsjwc mQuId(no doubt) find it to-'btffo great, that We miy Well! win- 
der they did not maiftert;hebanks;dnd 6uerfl6\Vln J gteater mcafureiFOrif wccbtl- 

fider the great impunitie arid frediBertie which is gvantcd to broiling peftifog- 
gers,chicken Iuftices,and corrupt IudgeS, Who ail this day wre» and pervert «the 
lawjwc may wonder they do not ten times worlh But if we fliould lee an exem- 
plary puniflimentinflicted vpon fuchmakiact^like vntd thaVrecorded^y He- 
rodotns>v\z. that the (on lucccedih^ih his fathers office (who had bene a coWupt 
Iudge) fliouldbe forced to lit vpori his fathers slcirirfe, wentay alTurcou 
t\)cy would looke a 1 it tie bettet about them jndther Would they fo eagerly put file- 
nor fo greedily gape after offices as they do. But I feire me,fucli Lawyers vyil tin* 
(vverjtliat when that puniflimcnir(meti6ned by Herodoius)yf& inflicted Vfibn this 
Iudge,offices were not fet to fale and Ibid by the drUmme as now rhey are '(feeing 
th is cuftomary buying and felling of offices began but of late yeares )'andth^ft)re 
that they had great rcafbn to lboke a^Httle better to theif places ."Whereas die'ha/l 
which men make nowadaycs.ro fill thcirbags'againejjcaufeth them now and thic*ri 
to forger their dutic.Tlicy may furttealleadgie,mat whereas' ff erode f/ts tcporhth 




that a yohggirlc about 8. or 9. yeares of age j faidvhtohei* father, Looke royout 
felfe fatner,Ieaft this man corrupt ybit wkh his bribes : they on the contrary are 
follicired by wife and children,by friends and kinfmen, to take eueiy prefent that 
is offered.Now albeit this excufc may pafle fot currant with men,yet the queftion 
is,whether he before whom they tii u ft one day gifle 1 an account of their ftevtard- 
fhip.will take it for good paiment ; quefhonle(fehey may amircfhemfclues hewil 
not. But to returne to the impunitie former^ riietltioned : tf we conflder how the 
courfc of iuftice is peruerted , arid ho\v they Who fliould remedy and redreffe it, 

N ^ are 
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arc thcgreatetl agents for it, we flialJ not greatly wonder at the matter. And where 
they (bowld begin to punifli juch as offend in thiskind , I make them .their owrte 
tudtgcs< For fay they fliould punifli tome malcfatfors^ct what likelihood is there 
they would punifli thofe to whom they fecretjy giue the watchword , n<# to do 

as they. 0iioyne them in their letters miiTiuc? By* I w^no^profecute thisppint 
any futfher/eeing a word is enough fo the wife:oj?ely ]er.me f for. a conclufiyn of 
this chapter) paraJ|ele this ancient hiftory in tferodms with, a xnodernc example^ 
wlikJifowes to fute and (eco&d it in this very pojnt pouching rigor and feuerity 

in the execution of iuftice, much dif?cring ( frpna the impunitic which raigneth at 
tlusday.The ftory is recorded^ recounteth a fad of 

ztt the Turkifli Empcrour(whpm he caMhdmaraty/tinby the name of his fa- 

ther)being accompanied with ccrtainc French Lords , who vpon the receipt of 

their mnfome were newly fct atliberrie,in.thc raignc ot&arUs the Cm king of 
France^is words arc thde. Moreouer,it happened that whileft the Earle of 2^- 
aers and other French Lords were in the Court with KstmrtfaqtihtfL poore wo- 
man came with a petition to the En>perour,defiring flic might haue iuftice againft 
one.of his (counts (for it was his pieafurethat iuftice aboue all things mould be 
keptinuiolably throughout ajl his dominionsj who made her complaint in this 
fort : Mv Lord 6 King, I come, vnto <hec as tp my Soueraigne, to coroplaine of 
oneof roegrootncftpf thy chamber, whocamc lately into my l?oufe 3 and drunke 
vp my G.oates miike which I had prouided for my felfe and my children for all the 
day. J told him that if he did ofTer me that wrong, I would complainc vnto thee: 
and I had no fooncr ipoken the word, but he gaue me two boxes on the care- and 
would not forbcarcthough I threatned to complaine vnto thee . Do iuftice my 
Lord o King , and take order that I may be recompenced for the iniiiry he harfi 
doneme, that all men may know that thy will andpleafure is to rule thy people 
with iM/hcc and cquiric, according to thy oath and promife. TheEmperour gaue 
good care to her wor^s ,and m.Wnh all my heart And thereupon caiifed hisTur- 
kifli ftiuant to be brought before him,and the woman alfo , commanding her to 

renew her complaint The man(who was terribly afraid of the Emperour) excu. 
led hfeilelfe, and faid , that there was not a word true of all that flic had faid. The 
> woman replied both wifely and boldly, affirming that flic fpakc nothing but the 
truth. At thefc words the Emperour madea little paufe,and faid 5 Woman,be well 

± r Y J n° r 1 r find r thinc accufation t0 be f *>thon flialt die a 

cruel death.Shc anfwered^e it Co my Lord 6 King : for ifit were not true,I fbould 

' win £ ? nwr 3 l ] aU n tf0Uycd * CC; thercfor? d0 ™ iu *<*> I ask" no morel 
. I yd do luflice faid the Emperour) for I am fworne to do it to all mv fubiecls 

. w.muvmy dominions . And immediatly hecaufed certaine of hh SwfeS 

' kS^iSSffif °r h ; bc,ly (for othcrwife he co«id 

knownc whether lie had drunke her milke or not,) who finding it to beas flie had 
M (for it was not yet digefted in hisftomackejinformed the E «S 
VV ho vnderftanding that her caufe was iuft , faid vnto her , Thouffi 
; pbmew,thoutcaufe ; nowgothy way, thou haft iuftice fbrX^S^ 
♦done lice: and forthwith caufed her to be recompenced for her tofc ThusThc 

as tncpctlons vpon whom the pumflimcnt was inflitf cd.bcfomcwhat different. 

Howbcit 
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Howbeit I denie not but that this fa<» of Ammtaj nm ought to be termed cruel- 
t.eor emerme rathtt^ 

pemehrceme, andthepamcuotco^^^ 

nough the Emperours intent was to tcrrifie others byL example. Jcouldfur 
rtK"u<*dgcwndry°ther^ 

gcs.and that vpon their neateft kinfmen. Ar?d not tof«ke fee offfor exa£l«" 

we readeia the French Owonida of wnahic K ihgs who taue doaedS^ 
litat whtdt. flwuld efpticially moue ftir^es to exewtc iuffia CXh^trf 
m tcgavi «f him whowiBonedaycaU them to , SmgffifiS 

thofc who through negleft orrorde6ultthereof,hauc mS^Sm 

tharcoumrict. Andifweconfidetthegreatchan wmSbSSSSSSSS 

toe at ch^day.as well in this as in othfr thihgs?^^*^^ 
for .us well taowne,that fiftic pardons are gUcd witKleftrS % thiS 
then Hue Wuld be obtained two hundred ye^resago . And we C he«d how 
a Iudge of /.^(wbo wasUuing withm chefe hunSedyearesS vfcAe fee 
reafons for ri,edue execution oFiufticc,which men vft Vk> w a day^to hiudc, the 

pitie to put him to death jtorhe may do good fcruicc to his Prince i„Z 
and on dteother fide he is an old manfand hath one foott in ?he«au T i, were 

great prtje to ha ft en his death.whicb is readie to knockca, tbl dS S3 
%; thofe that bolder vp nfefadtors.vfe fuch fpecches: he (on the wntrary Was 

wont to lay ofa yong man hanghim, hang^fm, he vvUI play the S a£e 
andofan oldntan, hang him, hang him , he hath played the thcefc toolonB 



th-tt which was once obicAed to & King of J?£Z. 

to one that fued for the fixth or feuenfh murther, viz. d^CK 

tte but of one murther , and that thereft were ro be imputed to the S Jtnl 

denng that he had neuer committed the laft.if theking L not pardoned hefirft. 

tmula nm»m. And.tow/at cutpamjui peccatum tnttrit. Which lavines ouphr 

aS 1 C C0n l d 7 d ° f 311 fuch * ^ « fue /or the ta^3S5S2SSS 
And they ought further to remember that B,«u noctt, LfynU ttpcrZhmMis 
No* it heathen men d.d fo well confiderofmefe things ViJS^Sk 

Chrtftians fenoufly to meditate hereon^ Howbeitl lenienot but thaXeare 
fome who are readie to take theleaft occafion topradhfe thcirauc tie and that 
fern fuch thmgsfrom whence others take occafion to be more fek andTemifie 
tor exampJe,dunng mmeabodeat r*u Jheardof one thathadborneoffice In 
theatie not many yeares before, who whipped a fcholer fo much the more ^be 

SS^SS w fr r d l fon " e J, ^ r when f (> (t « ^ had 

tehSrf"^*" r C r $ ■^■"»faw fO rquothhe) hee ismygooi 

fnendithercfore becaufe thou art h»fohne 5 thou (halt haue t wohflies more. 
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CHAP- XVIII. 

o/Murthers committed at this Jay. 



- a 



* > 




Onccrning murthcrs, Menot keepcth a foule ado about nothing, in 
making great outcries agairtft fuch as will not ftirrca f&otewheri 



they fee a man of worth flaine in the ftreets. I (ay kbotH nothing 
not confidering the thing in it felfc : but comparing 1 it with that 
which is vfuall and ordinarie at this day* For fincc that France was? 
Italianized^ meane fince it learned the tricke of the Italian trade in hyring affafiim 
(for I muft vfe new words to cxprefTe new wickedncfle) ro cut mens throtcs,as if 
tliey fliould agree with a Butcher to kill an oxe or a calfc$ who can thinkc the fay- 
ing of KMcnot any thing ftrange? Nay, it were a rare thing if three or fourc dayes 
mould pafleouer our heads without iuch accidents j whereas <JMenot( perhaps) 
neuer faw fuch a fa& ten times in all his life.But what would he haue faid,if he had 

fecnea murthcr committed at Paris about fixe yeares ago,in Saint Ioh'n ofBeauois 

his ftrecte 5 where my felfe was borne^wherea Gentleman dyning in a houferight 
oucragainft Saint Johns Church, was intreated to fpeake with one at the dore, 
abouta matter of importance : who riling from the table went to the dOre wirii 
his napkin on his fhouldcr miftrufting nothing: whither he was no foonercomcj 
but foure men ( whom he had ncuer lecne beforcjdrcw vpon him,and plaid their 
prifes fb well that they left him not , till they had laid him for dead io the place. 
The murthcrers departed at midday in the fight ofa multitude there aflem bled 

not a man among them fbmuch as once opening his mouth againfhhcm. This 

murthcr I faw not my felfe,but onely heard it conftantly affirmed by very credit 
hie perfbns, who were there prefent. But I will here record another, whereof my 
felfcam eye-witnesj which notwithftanding doth not fb much conccrncmui the* 
rers,and fuch as kill men for a fet price, as the great impunity which is granted the 
in mod countries at this day. During mine abodeat Rome in the time of Pope De 

called hdtm the third $ an Italian meeting another in the f trccte , asked 
him,whcn he meant to pay him that he owed him (which words 1 heard as I pa£ 
fed by.) And I had not gone a dozen pacesfurther r butIheardagreatnoife,andI 
wasnofoonercomctothem, buttfae panic that had demanded his money, fell 
downedead, the othei hauing ftabbed him with his dagger. Atthcveryinftant 
came the Marflialsme(notmifhufiing any fuch thing)whom freed of executing 

martiallLaw(as I expecled) committed luchafadt whereby there was no more 
difference betweene them and the murthercr , thenbctwceneathcefcandare- 
ceiuer. For in ftecd of apprehending him, and committing him to prifon, they 
holpe him and made way for him to efcape. Which when Uelated to fomc of my 
acquaintance,' they made me no other anfwer,but that it was an ordinarie thing. 
And this puts mc in mind of that which I fbmctimc heard reported of a wag- 
halter of Bturges , whofc furcft refuge was the Iailc,by reafou of the inward aC- 
ciuaintance lie had with the Iaylour : fo that whilft they were feeking him vp and 

downe the city ( after he had plaid them one tricke of conuevancc or other,) he 

was already in the place where they would hauc lodged him/ thou sh entertained 
thereafter another manner then they would haue vied him. Yet we arc the IcfTe to 

wonder,that one or two officers which fhould fee iufticc executcd 3 fhouId harbor 



CHAPTER. XVIII. 141 

a notorious malefactor* then that a whole multitude fliould doitas it were with 
common confentj as they did at Rome towards this murtherer, as hath bene faid. 
Morcouer there is a cuftomc in this counti y,which in many places would be hol- 
den vncouth & ftrangc.For there are certain murthcrers,whereat iuftice doth not 
only wink.but alfb approucth, yea and often promiferh reward to the murthercr. 
As when a Prince or wcale publike makes a law,and giues it out by proclamation, 
that if one exile can flay another within the confines of the coontrey out of which 
he was banifhed, he fhall not onely redcemc his banifhmcnt and be recalled, but 
alfo be rewarded and recompenced for his paincs.I was (I remember) at Venice at 
the publifhing of this proclamation fbmc/twclue yeares ago,and faw itputin exe- 
cution the day after the publication thereof,as followeth. A banifhed man hauing 
fecretly arriued and crept into thecitie the euening after the promulgation of this 
La\v,had no fboncr intelligence thereof , but he made diligent inquiriewherehc 
might find one whom he might murthcr according to the tenure of the faid E- 
di<5hand being infonned where fuch a one was,he watched h im vntil the euening, 
and ftriking at him as he came eut ofa houfe,( but miffing of his ayme) he purfu- 
cdhim to the channcll where he had caft himfclfc , and there wounded him to 
death.lam not ignorant with what reafbns they vfetb defend and iuftify this law. 
This is the principall,rhat it is a meancs to make baniflied men fufpeft each other, 
and confequently to kecpe them from aflembling togcthcr.But Chriftians ought 
to lcaucfuch politike courfes and confiderations to tfatoes common- wealth and 
ylrifletles politicks, where a number of fuch deuiccs arc to be found, which ought 
to be fb far from Chrifttans,that they fliould not be once named without horror; 

Howeucr it be, I will here adde another likehiftoric of an accident which hap- 
pened during mine abode in the fame citie, though \ was not an eyc-witnelie 
thereof as I was of the formcr.Thc Saffies of the citie fearching a fliip(as the man- 
ner is) for wares de contrabando (for fo they call all fuch wares as arc forbidden vpo 
painc of confiscation) they came to two Francifiansfat leaftwife apparelled like 
Francifcam ) commanding them to open their cheft • which they hauing fundry 
times refufed to do,in the end they burft it open by force. Now the wares which 
they found in it were two mens heads newly cut off.Howbeit,afcer that the Fran- 
cijiws had whifpered them in the eare,they made no great matter of it,but turned 
it to a matter of merriment , and pleafant difpute, viz. whether thefc heads were 
forbidden wares or not. The reporiindced wcnt,that the matter fliould be hotly 

profecuted againfl them : but within two dayes after, the ftorme was ouer , all 
was huflit and gone, which made the world fufpect there was fomc falfe pac- 
king among them. Of which fact when fpeech was moued , 1 remember ][ heard 
it relatcdjhow that by this licenfe giuen by proclamation ( much like to that for- 
merly mentioned) a brother would bring in his brothers head. What would Me- 

not and M aillardhmc faid (may we thinke) of fuch Policie,if it may be fb called? 
But hovvfocucr we tearmc or take it, I am to intreate the Reader to remember it, 
that therewith he may confrontany Aran ge Law recorded by JJ erodotus. 

2 But now to returne to murtherers and fuch as butcher men fora fet price$ 
a thing (doubtleflcj more to be lamented in Italie then in anyothcr cointrey: 
where thofe villaines are many times fb hafty to compafTe the death of thofc 
whom they hauc vndcrtaken to make out of the way, (to the end they may finger 



a little money) that for want of taking a view , and marking them by thepriuy 



markes which arc giuen them , in ftecd of them they murthcr tbofe that refemble 

them : which the Italians call Amajfar in fallo.l haue further heard,that fome bcin g 

masked, 
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masked,hai!e bene flaine in fiecd of others. And all the rccompencc which they 
could gctjwho hauc bin thus encountred and fet vpon, yea fo beatc & wounded 
that they hauc bene brought almofl: to deaths doorc, hath bene this: By your leaue 
Sirjrlcryyoumcrcy Sir J took you for another, Indeed they bid thofc that are ma£ 

kcd.vninaskcthemfclucs^o the end they may fee whether they be the men. r(iey 
feck for or not: which if they find them to be,they cafe them of the paines of mak 
king thcmfelucs againe. , , k 

3 But my purpofc is hereonely to difcourfe of fuch murthcrs as arc puniflia- 
bic,and arc indeed punifhed both by the law of God and man. To handle there- 
fore the two principall kinds,, thcrcare(aswcknow)twoforrsofmurthcrs:fome 
are committed in way of rcuenge 5 others in hope ofgaine . Thofe thatmurthcr 
men in the hcatc of their ragc,and in defirc of rcucngc,cither comit the faft them- 
felucs.or hire others to do it, whom they know they can draw with a filucr chaine 

or others. Thofc that kill men in their mad* 
mood with defirc of reuenge,are like wife of tvvoforts: forfome(as Frenchmen) 
tJkcprc/cnt rcuenge in the heatof their paffion when their bloud begins to boile 
at Icafhvifc fmother it notlong.-others (as //4/wwaboueth^reft)nourilh their re- 
ucngefuli humour, andlurfc. ittofefter in their cankered ftomacks a long time 
f wo things alio arc to be confidcrcd in the execution or aft of reuenec • for fome 
rcuengmg thcmfelucs vpon their cncmics 5 pradtifc thefaying of *W(not confi- 
dmugthathefpeaketh^ fosie W idemmico:) Dolus anvntus auis m Me reau). 
rat? which is more pradifed by Italians then by any nation in the world Others 
ncucr do it,but openly, and as a man would fay with drummes and trumpet, nc 
uerfcttmgvpon a i man ^fuddenlyoratvnawarcs, nortaking aduantaocof him 
^tLT h ^to****) b»t giuing him warning before hand to look 



lclr,and tunc to draw his weapon; makinq confeience 



Wind, „ old dme was more ftriftly oWcmed i^^^^^2c 
Sonne Jod, cnclc ; a,ul is (hipped byall trucheattcd U-SS 

at tins c-jftomc And no tna, ucll.confidcrin^thfy profeffcand praffifc thcXne 
comnry 1 or d once they bitc their fingers ends jJUSctt 



which thev Plot and S ,i? g °f , ' hcir cncm,cs ' ■™ d thc »^ 

made by a moft diuclltfl dcu cc 2? ? >' earcs a S°> in <> chairc 

bomtlKfanKtimOthe/X^ 



borne 



hecamc on a 1 Z < o Id 1 o t ^wWlTh, '^"T Whith ?» bc " 



MindiV'ircJwtk-ftjbl^^ 



Court, 
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Court, was flaine by an Italian , who fhbbed htm fo nimbly into the breaft, that 
his men perceiued it not till he had conucyed himfclfcaway,and being mounted 
vpon a lurtie courfcr,faucd himfclfe by the fwiftnefle of his heart . But becaufe I 
am not ignorant that fuch examples as thefe are eafie andathand toeuery man, 
and thatllhould but cloy our daintie trauailcrs who hauc bene in Italy ^ with let- 
ting before them old cole-worts in a new difli , I will here record a late mutther, 
wherein we (hall as inacryftall fee the moft diuellifh and damnable defire of re* 
uenge that euer entred into the heart of man . An Italian hauing nourifhed ma- 
lice and rancor in his mind for the fpace of ten yeares together,dincmblingall the 
while to be friends with hfs fo 4 5 as he was walking on a time with him,in a by-place 
came behind him and threw him downe , and holding his dagger to his throate, 
told him that if he would not renounce God,he would kill him . The man fcicing 
at thefii ft very loth to commit Co horrible a finnc, yet in thcendyeeldcd to do it 
rather then to lofe his life, and Co renounced both God and the Saints,and all the 
Kyr telle (as they fpake in thofc dayes,) whereupon the wicked wretch hauing his 
defire,ftubbcd him with hisdagger $ which he held to his throate, and afteiward 
bragged that he had taken the kindlieft and thebraueft rcuenge of hisencmie that 
euer man did,in that he had deftroyed him both body and foule. 

4 I proceed now to profecute thofe murthers that are committed of a coue- 

ecdie defirc ol gaine j which are of two forts. Some commit them in 

hope of i eward,as I flic wed before when I fpake of aflalfins : others,in hope they 
may cnioy the fpoile of trauailers with more fecuritic, whom we call thceucs and 
robbers.O f afla(fins,we haue fpoken fufficiently before. As for thecues,would to 
God they were not fo frequent in all places: for it may truly belaid of thisagc,that 
it furpaffcth all the former in notorious thefts , as we mayperceiue by the new 
punidi ment inflided vpon fuch malefactors in the raigne of king Francis the firft, 
by hi-: expreffc edict. For feeing ordinary puoifhments wold nothing mouc them, 
he deuifod an extraordinary kind of torture , viz. to brcakc them vpon a wheelc* 
and there to leaue them to languifh and pine away. But neither was this fufficicne 

to m ike them giue ouer the trade and occupation, nor to kecpe others from fol- 
io win -y it: witneffethe many executions which haue bene fince, efpecially sit Pa- 

f a ocntleman called rillieuincuf,oi the Countie of To»»erre,is famous 



who kept a good fellow of purpofe to cut mens throates,whc 



execu ted with him , and a yong youth which was his lackcy,who was whit >pcd ; 
and thecut-throate companion burned quicke before his eyes , and himfcHe af- 
terwards broken vpon the whccle.And this purtethmc in mind of an Italian who 
comittcd his robberies (if they may be fo called)in the very citie within his owne 
houfc , whereas others are wont to rob by the high way: (whence cutters by the 
high way fide,an J robbers are vfed as fy nonymics.)This Italia called Framifauino 
hauing continued fomctimeat Bononia the fertill, in one of the befi mens houfes 
of the city ,bein^ held to be fome great noble man,by reafon of his ftatc and boun- 
ties was difcouered in the end to leade fuch a life as fblloweth* Vnder colour of 
keeping open houfe for all gamcfters at dice and cards(an vfual thing with gentle, 
men in that countrey, though in fome cities more then in others; and of hauing 
continail! 'lipply of frefh company , to flicw his bountie and magnificence, his 
manner was to fend for fuch as newly arriued in the citie,to vifit him :and as foone 
as thev were come,and that he had faluted and welcomed them (according to the 
manner ) to call for the tables or cards, and to bid his man make dinner orfupper 

ready in the meane time,or to prouide a banquet according to the time of the day. 
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But in ftcad of preparing it , the bloudy butcher addreffcd himfelfe to flay them 
when his matter Francifqu/no mould giuc him a fignc : which courfe of life they 
had led folong, that (as the report goeth) when they were apprehended, and had 
confefledai their villanics,thcearcaffes of ten or fiftecne men which they had thus 
murthercd,werc found caft in priuies. In fine,this was their pujiifhmct. After they 
had bene pinched with pinfers, they were ripped and bowelled , and their hearts 

being haftily pulled out of their bodies,were fhewed them . But to retume to 
France ,and to the boldnefTe of thefe thceuim companions; this is recorded as a 
moft memorable fad of two brethren borne in a certaine place betwecne 2v><r* 

»wand^W/>,ncarctor<f^,whovverefpittedvponaftakc fomc fiftecne 
ycares ago for Scaling the Kings treafure towards Brim: of whom this is worthy 
to be obferued ,th5.t they verified the old faying.Conueniunt rebut now ma Up} f u U- 
for their firname was Latrojhn is,T^neithcr did they bcly th'eir name, for as 
they were theeucs in name, fb were they thecucsin deed. The report goes that 
when the Kings officers came to apprehend them in a place whither they had re- 
tired themfelues , they defended themfelucs very couragioufly, in fuch fort that 
one of them was flame in the place before he would yeeld . Their fellow theefc 
called rtlleprunt was executed at Rome in the time of Pope Pdul the third to 
whom King Francis thefirft had fent his proceffe to attach him. ' 

5 Butwhatneedvvcexamplestoprouethatouragcdothbeareavvaythcbell 
as well in this as in other vices when we fee that the weapons and inftruments fit 
for the following of fueh a trade of life,hauc notoncly bencinuented of latcbut 

are day ly renewed and(as it were) refined by fundry deuiccs: For, for whofe fake 
(I befeech you) were guns inuented by a diueii in the fhapc of a Monke but for 

nfX^ 'Jr** ' F ° r P r°° fc u hcrcof ^ ec ha. qucbuzcs,pifrols and pifbfcL 
ofall forts and fizes were in v £> who were the firft (trow we; who not content to 
carry three or fome cafes at their faddles , filled their flecucs and breechev w ith 
hemMnd by whom were thofe great flouching flops and fwaeoerinXfe (\ ke 
me tubs or beere- barrels) firft inuented, bufty fed. ^Z^lfSt 
ed a commodious place to harbour fuch guefWow looke how much cZl 
morefamousthenothercountries forinuenting thefe innruments,fonT2 
are we the leflc to wonder that there fliould be fo many good f ellovvs to be found 

at ^^yf^niouldemploythemtothatvvickedencf:mough 

care and vimhncie of the Princes of G^Mnm^xES^z^A 

w thin thefe few yeares. We are not(I fay Wonder hernr ^ eiIaba ' cd 

which we reade in auncient writers of Jek^ 

Icalhvifc mod expert and skilfull in thararr Y,-, „ La: i a i- . ln " Incs > at 

farrebeyond CeLntheeuesin fob M ll^Zc^Lr ^ ,hCC "-? S<> 
chin S /^(forl will now mention noo ^?counuv fiZr ' -TT 
CAk-Q to thedancer ofcuttcrs • anH wri , a? V r , ucr 1 ' nownc « 'e"e 
that I foiourncd th^e/Sng mv timefof "h^ 6 a • CCyCarcS and a ha,fe 
to cine j I heard littleor SHZbtete bv t e l! T '"f^ h ° m <fr 
that being at dinner on a time whh mv I o d ffif 7 - 1 rcmcmbet 

the Wh Kino ■>, »■>-; . Z , . JS? _ Lo . rd ™'^<KtlKnEmbatodourfor 



tb. 



Sis conctfioS ;f ' *f him '"""ea'fonhereof , _ 

^^ov\z\\\\\Qn t x\mJUuamdmtrat animus ffAtmnC^^.* • • \ P 

men they be that intermeddle in thfer..3^ „ , ■ «>nhder ivhat manncrof 

«hcy tfcctng that ten of them (a, I bue often' ^kSSSfSSfc*?: 

uentured 
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uentured to fet vpon twentie or fiue and twemic. And that Italians tot not fb de£ 

pcrate,nor fo prodigall of their bloud, I report me to the anfwer which an lulUn 
gentleman made to afbrreiner with Whom he was in deadly feud : for perceiuing 
that it flood not with his credit to auoid the combat^vnlcfTe he alleadged fbme pe- 
remptory reafon^ieaccepted the challenge. But changing his mind fhortly after, 
when the time was come that they fhouid meet in the field 5 hisaduerfary now tta- 
uerfing his ground, and expecting ^when his antagonift would enter the lifts , he 
told him that he was a diuellifh deTpcrate fellow, and therefore would hauc no 
dealing with him. But if we fhouid iudgc ofallby one (may fbme fay ) we might 
twit all French-men with that which was fpoken by a pickard bragging of his va- 

lour,who hauing vaunted that he had fpent fome yeares in the warres,and yet nc- 
uer drew his fword , and demaunded the reafon thereof, anfwered, Pourcequeic 

nentrois mie en colere: Becaufc(<\\io\h he) I was nmr throughly angry . But I dare be 
bold to fay , that Italians haue oftencr borne away the blowes and recciued the 
foyle of hry French-men, then French men of defperate Italians . And though 
there were neuer a Pickard that could bemoued to anger, yettheGafeoiMtsuc 
terrible fcllowes, artd hotc enough to make the Italians quake like an Afpin leafe 



and beray themfelues for feare: though fcuen or eight fond and foolifh termes of 



warrc which we haue borrowed from them,may (haplyjmake poftcritic hoy 
onely the Gaftoms, but all other French-men greater daftards then faint-hearted 
cowards and white liuered fouldiers;as thou gh we had learned all our skill in mar- 
tiall difcipline and warlike affaires of thcm,trom whom we haue haue borrowed 
fome ink-horne termes . But becaufe I hauc fpoken my mind more at large elfe- 

of the iniury which wedo our felues in this behalfe , felliug our honour 



thofe of whom we borrow fome triuiall and tapfter-like termes , I will not profe- 
cute this argument any further.To returne therefore to the matter in hand , whe- 
ther it be for the reafon formerly alleadged,or for fome other (for we commonly 
fay,that there are fomc good and fomc bad of all forts) : the comon opinio is, that 
there is leffe robbing in Italy then in any other countrey . By rabhtrs I vnderftand 
thofe good fellovvcs,who trufting not fo much to the fleight and fubtiltie of theit 
wit,as to their ftrcngth and skill in their weapon, ioyned with brazen-faced bold- 
ncflTe and audacitie,fct vpon paflcngers with intent to borrow a bag or get a boo- 
ticjthough with hazard of their hues. For as for other forts of thefts(as namely fil- 
chings and pilferings) Italians (I muft needs fay) haue no fellowes, efpccially in 
fubtiltie ioyned with impudency: which knacks ofknaucry and tricks of cunning 
canueyance,French-men newly arriuingjearne to their coft. Which I would not 
haue vnderftood of &\Haly alike : for this I can fay of mine owne expericnce,that 
trauailing from Pome to Tuples with the ordinary poft(whom they call Procaccio) 

I faw fundry pafTengers do that which I had not fcen elfewhere in all Italy befides. 
For they were no fooner come to their Innc, but they vnfadled their horfes , and 
carried thekfaddles vnto their chambers , where they might hauc them euer in 
view, whileft they tooke their repaft.Of which trouble,albeit my fclfe and the reft 
ofmycompanie wereweiieafed(for,foracrowneaday,which each of vs gauc 
to the poft (as the manner is) he mounted vs well, and defrayed our charges) yet 
I could not but pitie them who were put to thofe fhifts : and I chanced to fay that 
there could be no fuch danger as they imagined, in that it was not credible that 
any theefc durft prefume fo much vpon his cunnings to vndertake fo bold an at- 
tempt. Which fpcech (though fpoken in flmplicitie) was preiudiciall to a certaine 
Flemmmg in the companie, whobcing thereby perfwaded that there was indeed 




i4« THE FIRST B O O K E. 

no fiich danger , neglecled the next day to cany in his laddie as the reft did; for he 
found after dinner that another hadeafed him of that labour.-and then I conf effed 

that thefe diuellifli tliecucs were worfc then I took the for. No w this cals to mind 

an obietfion which may be made againft the rarencfleof robberies in Italy: f or . j t 
maybe (aid that there lie fiich (harp (hauers in the high way between Rome & N t . 
^(except thetoaft be fcoured,and the world we! amended of Iatc)that trauailcrs 

are glad to get into the companie of the poft.who doth not thinke himfclfe (afee- 

h ncithcr.vnlcffehe haue a troupe of fifty or fixty horfe atthc Icaft.To which 
1 anlwer, that thefe ftrufcites which haunt the paflages andhigh wayes are not 

worthy to be named the fame day with thofc good fcllowes who brauc' it out in 
otherplaces^ortheyfearenocolouitjbutaduenturetofetvpontwifeorthrifefo 

many as themfclucs jwhercas thefe fain t-hartcd firufiitti fas I was then informed) 
neuetfetvponanyfbythcirgoodwils) except theybc two toone atthe leaft 
But I wUl Icaue them to end their owne quarrels and controuerfies amon° them' 
Glues . For I protcft I am lb farre from enuying Inly her great foifon of refolute 
theeues and robbers,that I could wi(h with all my heart, that all the good fcllowes 
which France and Germany will affoord thefe dozen yearcs", would repaire thi- 

6 But leauing Italy (into which Ihaue trauailed further then I purpofed ) I wil 

returne backc into France my natiue foyle, taking it in a gcnerall acccption for the 
countries bordering on euery fide,and will begin with a gentleman of W who 
committed Ins robberies in or neare his houfc.bctweene Lyom and Gtnem (bcins 

called of "the .place Mmf.eur f^Auanck)m^ I wiU fpeake of him as of a man of an 

odde difpofit.on amonga thoufand good fcllowes, as being a more cunnine and 
gentlemanlike theefe fifl may fo fpeake)tlKn the vulgar fo«, fon,ewL rffem- 
Elmg that archthccfc who kept fiich a ruffling in the raigne of Stmm the E 

Sf't { Y 0K V}' ' C ^ la ^^'^beiicsiLlK-reinefpcclheex 
cd ed hinyn thai he would part flakes with thofe hc robbcd.if theyWffir 

purfes before his bloud was vp . Howbeit he was exceedingly hated for ha t h ff 

bare finall affcflion to Monks and Nuns, and took plcafurc iSffiSSS 

flireud turm.which wcre(as the prouerb (aith)^^,,,, JtLffffifiZ 
all them •rooimttlKprankswhichhepl;iv^witluheNuiisof5 cLfatto « 

Iwillondytdatetwoofhisexploitcs/radKrofonedeukWin 
wherAyhem a detwof« w ^„, nr(lvc ' 2 

uing admitted them into his caftle.and made them^eod chca^ W n ic an end 

to make bold with him telli ne E ,h",i f"u rec l ucfled thcm 

but 11cm and bloud ^S^tdh^Llf *? T C 

togcthcr:andretu,nin»thithcr?n C * > tllCm , a " v P' n a cl,ambcr 

they had done in thcKo^mte^S th „ cra , b ° Ut } he askcd *™ how 
O wicked hypocrite .f^ffitt vnderftandmg they had .or bin idle: 

hauing fo fa^he ftripied theSnoo ' tlV7 *° TT™ ,Cm P tatio " '■ A °<» 

whipped them as lon/a ^ m7l f?™ Th } 3S ism V"^; «d bauing 

awa£all n U hy S" Ioa<ic ' hc ff nt th ™ 

»g»inftfuchtemptatiSCr^eS 

boor were well CeflowedonZm or nor ^ cnewn *-B« whether this U- 

Councell. em 01 not ' 1 Icaue to ^ decided at the next 
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In the meane time I thanke this good fellow with all my heart forputting 



me 
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me irt mind of a ftory McovdcdtytoittariuA afctrtaine Arabian theeues, which is 

as mai^orable in hisJdrid ,anda* raNtancjfciraphjasean be fon6d(iri ray opinion) 
in arty ftdi%whethcrl(^tf^ Z&fci^Wherein wefliall on tbdonc 

fide i£d a point of admirable wifetfome in a manifalling fuddenly into the hands 
of theeues and robbem-and on the other fide* a^art<6ffgreat humahiticiri fcr uell 
<rut-thrbtes,who hadaddi&fd thenbjdoes to thisldaninable tradejThisgemlemah 
called Mm * S 4nfiuerlti{vfao hadbenc a braup and valiaritcapt^inc in his daicsj 
trauaiUng towards mou nt Simijco performc a vow wHich he had made(according 1 
to the<great fupe'rftitibn which raigned in . formeriimes y and in f^arc alfo within 
thefe hundred yeares)haoing deftried certaine hoVlcme^ 
demaunded of his guide and guardt (for he hadlaffe condu<a fibni, the Svulun) 

who they WcrefThey (poore foules : )trembliogf6rfearc,anftvereii that (hey were 

ArabiMi the moft defpetateand dangetous thtfciies in the world. Whcri he was . 
Co farrefrom being danted with the feare of dangbr^ that contrariwilc he ehcoura- 
ged his companie to beofgood cheare, telling them that it wasthdr beft courfe 
to lay open their cariage , that when they came they might finde dinner rcady y 
whereof he knew they ftood in great nced,comidering they 1 wcretoyled with the 
duft and heat.Mcane time,whileft his men were making preparation as theywerc 

ehioyned, he addrelTed himfelfe to meet them, arid ialuring them Very curteoufly « 
(being a goodly man of perfon, as well for ftatuie as feature) fmiled on them,and 
bad them welcome- interlacing many pretie n)eeches by his tntcrpreters,and thus: 

kindly entertained them without bewraying his feare, or giuing the leaft figne of 
finifter fufpltion. The Ardbutm liking well ofhis fpecches, willingly accepted his 

ofFer 5 and dined merrily with him,and after they had recciucd fome imall prefe nts 
departed , hauing fo forgotten all their barbarous cruelties , that contrarily they 
thanked him heartily for their good entertainment* This istheftory (gcntlcRea- 
dcr) whereof I kept thee in fo great expectation > by which I hope thou wilt take 
no Icfle content thenmyfelfe.Forcerteswe way well wonder hereat, efpecially 
Confidering what ftories report of thefe Arabian theeues abouc the reft, in cm elty 
refembling Lions and fuch like lauage beafts : fo that I perfvvadc my felfe 



would no lelle haue extolled this chieftainc,then they did Orphctu for mollifying 
the hearts of iauage beafts by the fweet found of his melodious harpe. And verily 
there are fome theeues fo cruell and curriftyhat it were better to fall amongft Ty- 
grcs,or into the Lions dcn,then into their hands.For that which Ouid faith, 

0 bfeqmum Tygrefy domatjAbidofy Leonesi 

is found true by dayly experence. And that which he faith in another place, 

Corpora magnantmo fatis eft projlrafje Ltohi^ 
Pugna fuum fntm cum iaeet hofiu habet. 

cannot be called into queftion by any that haue read of otfef ucd the nature of thia 
beaft ; a$ my felfe once obierucd a Lion praclifing the precept of Virgil containing 
the dutie and difpolltion of a generous m indj which is, Parcercfulieftii & debet- 
late r»perbos!tor he made much fas a man would fay) of litle dogs which were put 



into his grate,and played the wanton with themj whereas hc prefently dcuourcd 
the great curres,tearing them in peeces,euen whileft he was playing with the litlc 
puppets . As alfb confidering what we readc of Orphem his harpe ,< by which he 
mollified the hearts of fauage beafts , although it be fpoken Poetically, and muft 
(at leaft may)be meant of his eloquence , whereby hc wonne the hearts of mert, 
how barbaro us fbeuer they were. Howbeit we cannot denic but that Lions take 
delight in the melodious found of muficall inftrumehts , of which my felfe hatie 

O 2 had 
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had experience in a great Lion in the Tower of tyndon , where whil/t I cer- 
taine others beheld Wm 5 thcr€camdin a Mufttioh which played vpon a yipjifl (the 

number of fuch fidlers being great in EngUnd) Who had no fboner begun; to play 
vpon his kit , but, the Lion leaning his flefh .began to ttf rneapout , as though h<» 
would haue danced : and when he left ofplaying,be left his tuming^nd j^ctooke 
him to his flefh againe : & whcnfie began to playagatne, hcitturned toJ)is^ncft 
againc. Which fpe&acle and fporr pleated me fo well,]that I coujd nown&oj v$y 3 
felfe to haue fcene it once , but came thither 3gaine the feoond tune* bj ing jngon 
thcrs with mc,(who,notwithftanding I had told them what I had j^ene j'odamrr 
med it to be true,yet would hardly be perfwadeds) as alfo. a M ufition who played 
vpon another inftrument, where the Lion danced and leapt about,as he redone! 
bcfore,aibeil he had then no flefh as formerly he had.By this therefore winch hatji 
bene faid,as alfb.by that which fundry author haue written hereof, we may (afely 
conclude,that there is more gentleneflc & generous nature infome fauagpbeafts, 

then in fome men,be they theeucs or others. Atleaftwife the lamentable ftory of 
the voyage of French-men into Florida of America (inthcyeare laftpaft) doth 
andfolongas theworldendurethwill verifie this of certainc Spaniards\^qx(Ko(^ 
mic infinite other treacherous cruelties) we reade how that thofe who chojfc rather 
to yceld themfclues to the mercieof the Spaniards then of Wilde bcafts,wcrc piti- 
fully manacred euery mothersfonne ; whereas they who chole rather to commit 
themfelues to wilde and fauage beaffs, and to expofe themfelues to, infinite p- 
ther dangers >efcaped both with life and limmc. Thercforeby how much the cru- 
eltie of fome men is greater then of others 5 and by how much we eft eeine thefc 
Arabians more crucllcut-throtes then other thecues; by fo much are we tq thinke 
this ftory more ftrangeand admirable.Thcrehcarlal whereof hath made me fom- 
what to digrefTe from the argument in hand. 

8 Thcrfore to paHc ouer this iuft motiue ofdigrcffion,and to Come in a word 
to the point of our purpofe; as there is great difference betweene inceft and fin 
fornication:fo nature teachcth that it is a fa rre greater and more horriblefl 




hiskinfman,thcn one that is no way allycd vnto him • and yet 
more hatnous to murthcr father or mother, wife or children, brethren or fitters. 
Notwuhftanding we mud needs confcfTe,thatfincc the tradeoM;/w(I mean 
this bloudy butchering of men for a fct pricej came in vfc , our age doth nolcfle 
abound with ordinaiy and extraordinary murthcrs, then with the two kinds of 
whorcdome formerly fpoken of.Howbeit parricidic and fratricidie,and fuch like 
m urthers,werc ncuer fo hot among Chriffians as betweene the Guelphes and the 
Gtbelms: the hcatc (or fury rather) of which deadly feud rcmaineth in Italy vnto 

hif ,t yCS rf Wdl ° f lhc /°rT r < l Uarrc11 as for other flawcs ™* factions /as the 
tt r lZ coun ?y do fufficicntly declare, and as they who trauaile into Italy 
may know more particularly, tor as I trauailed with two others from Florence to 

S2£ jU, T l \T yC ^ dcd Vp C ° thcDl,kc of ^ W,in the nameof 
King PhtUp I heard Jan old man (borne neare Siena) report very ft&nae things 

-MmpemnenttothearPument in hand. For being demaundS wh 



^sSsSFr r to , bc fecnc ^fSSm 

♦>iiai uo you mmke to lee at Siena f Siena 



you fhall fee 



ariling vpon (mal occafions.And he added,that their maner was to d p their bands 
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in the bloud of the fhinc ,and hauing rubbed their faces therewith,to mew them- 
felues to their fcllowes in this butcherly and beaftly manner . Thefe and the like 
fpceches this old father who wasabouc fburefcore and ten ycaresold vttcred not 
without many tcaresithanking God withall.that in mercy he fuffcred him to Hue 
to fee vengeance taken vpon thcm.For (faid he) I doubted whether there was a 
God or not, when I faW fuch horrible fads rcmaine vnpunif bed. This is the good 
report which this old man gaue of his countrey. But would to God wc were to 
fcekc for examples offuchpitifull occurrences onely in Italy, and that our ciuiH 
wanes had not eafed vs of this labor,in furnifhing vs with fuch ftorc,that it is hard 
to fiy where we fliould begin fuch dolefull difcourfes.Howbeit wc find elfwhcre 
moc examples then were to be wifhcd,of which I hauealleadged fome few in the 
tenth Chapter .To which (before I come to moderne examples) I will adde one 
more out oi Pont anus , (the author of whom I borrowed the reft ; ) and will make 
choifc of fuch a one as fhall fit the argument in hand,touching murthcrs commit- 
ted in Italy by one kinfman vpon anothcr,by rcafon of deadly feud and factions. 
This worthy learned writer therefore rcports,how that hisanccftors being forced 

to abandon and forfake their natiuc foile by rcafon of the ciuill wane, and hauing 

retired themfelues into an oddc corner of the countrey which they had fortified} 
fo it was, that their enemies watching their oporrunitie, furprifed it on a time 
when it was flenderly guarded : who when they had taken it 4 afiaultcd the tower 
wherein Pontanus his great grandmother was,whcrc her two brethren (whojwerc 
Of the contrary faaion)called vpon her toyccld her felfe ; which fhe promifed to 
do, vpon condition they would not hurt her children. But they refilling to accept 
the condition,fet the tower on fire, and fb burned their fitter and their young nc- 
phevves for thediuetlifh and damnable affedtion they bare vnto their ownc fa- 



ttton. , . , r . . .. 

9 But to come to moderne examples, and firft td begin with fratrtctdie, wc 

had in the yeare'i ^45. a very memorabIe(but a lamentable)cxamplc of one lohn 
DiazMsaSpaniardbomc mCttcnce in the ktngdomc oT Toledo t \vhom I knew at 
Paris, where all <>odiy and learned men had him in as good account as any ftran- 

footcln France thefe many yearcs 5 being for his faire conditions and 

_ _ ^ ii or as i t were another Abel. But let vs he are how he met with his Cain. 

After that he had made good proficiency in the ftudy of Diuinity,and attained to 
the knowledge of the Hebrew toong,he could find no rclifli in the Romifli religio • 
whereas before he had bene plunged in it vp to the hard earcs,after the Spanifh fa- 
fliion(I al waves except the <J\iarranes:) which change fb dilplcafed his brother 
Alphonfus, who was then at towc, (where he had bin a pettifogging fumncr m 

the fpirituall Court for diuersycares) that after he had intelligence thereof, he 

r reft nor be at quiet with himfelfc.For hauing fought for him at Ratij* 
W «,-„ M ...idine him not, he went to Ncwbourgh a citie in Gtrm*jjmdcr thedo- 
minion of the Count Palatine of Rhene, where after he had communed with him 

a loner rim^pcrcciuing that it was not poffible to draw or diilert him from his opn 
nions", neither by menaces nor promifes, nor any other ■renionftranccs . he made 
femblance as though himfelfc had bene caught by his brothers reafons and won 
to the bent of hisbo w , purpoflngby this fubtill deuice to draw him along with 
him to rr^(wherethcCouncell was then holden)and frOm thence to Rmy 
and fo to Kapler tellino him that he might benefite him felfe mU ch better in thofe 
parts then in Germany Which counfeH of his,thoueh/^ I)M^approued and 

liked well infuchfort that he was halfe perlwadcd to folio w his Cainall motion - 
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Notwirhftanding being loth to doany thing without the aduice of thofe relioi. 
ous and learned men appointed foi theconfetence at R»tisbmt (of which n Z 
VUmmtottr mvrne) he acquainted them therewith; whohauine 

% T^SP ' d r Ub,mg tbat " "f" but ,hc c °P ic of Ws countenance and 

that hedid but couterftta i conucryo theend hemight peruert his brother theval 
w«h one confent vtter ly ddhvaded him from iujlphonfi, being thus ftu'Sd 

of h«hope, l ntreated hw , to beare him companie onely to AuJp u L from S 

alfo being dinwadcd by thcm.hc determined to leaue him,bauing one onely m a „ 

w«h h,m,whoaf,erward S fcrncd him in ftead|ofan executioners by and L T 

(hall heare . Hau.ng then exhorted him to continue conftant in the profcSf 
the truth and (hewed him all tokens of brothetly loue, kindly "SS C If 
hnn.and forc.ng a peece of money vpon him,hclef t him at LhX^X 
h.s«ourncytoo^, ; from whence returning backeagainetoXCS 
nextmornmg.andleauinghishorfesatthetovvnfendwith goodlShom 

leauin, the hatch" dcenc „ hicl ^ c ^?^* 6 %ontheground,and 

i" bed; fufpcaS T-SH^^u T ,las r cnd (who was al1 thls whi >< 

hcdid.An hcwnJfcZjS f* *P , t( ' fe where hc ™, andvvhat 
the (purrcs of the Lr"hc™ S 'f C ™ h * win 8 "*™c , but be heard 

they came vp or wen downe h 1 1 . ? T :an ^ ecmk ' «* ><new not whether 

it was ,00 late, as he hSrf^i^^^.*^^^^W 

it fdfe .0 his v ew.n tZhm l^Vr'^^t Cpe£i * de whkh P'^-ned 

imagine. But as fflSS 11 ^fu I aftonifl.ment, as you may weU 

h^vcreprayini/rhcTulinSh^h d ! & hft '"? ? h,s cics t0 h « u ™.as thouih 
fome lifc in himjin w&^ffiS °^ his r hcad ' he P«ceiued that he hf d 
heheardany man o^^i^Tf ofan houre.-fo that when 

done,hecalled tothofeofSfe ^fc**??* 6 ^ with hisc y« • This 
pitifull a fpetJacle. Now wha tvZiti Cnd mi 8 ht bc «*nef & of this fo 

thctejs.it is vncertaine^Xei m P oft iT'r lnfl ^ V P°" thcfe mur ' 
thattheEmperour c/W f ,,he fift JZ pi T" tha ! tht r^P"ircotfree, for 
then inditement might be d22 ^° P " mt J? nc , mit in thcir bchalfe that- 

■«* (vnder ^hriCsSZ«T^°i ** hc wi,h ,,is b,omCT 



Let 



CHAPTER. XVIII. ^ 
Let vs now heare another likevntothis infubftancc, though much differing in 
cucumftanccrlfay likctoit in fubftancc, in thatone brother murthercd another 
but much differing efpecially in one circumftance,which may haply make it fcem 
as ftrange as any murthcr committed thefc many hundred yeares. By this eircum- 
ftance I vnderftand the non-age o^Cain murthering his innocent brother Abel. 
For I heard it reported, that about the yearc 1 547.2 child in a village of France 
neare Dammartw in GW<?,who was but fiueor at the moft fixe yeares of age con- 
cerned fuch hatred againft his brother becaufehe had the greater peece of bread 
that he ftabbed him forthwith with a knife which he had in his hand, & flue him! 
In which (lory we may as in a cryftall behold the wicked feeds of finne, which na- 
turally breed and (as it were) fpawne in our hearts, not only in our non-age or in- 
fancy .but as foone as we are crept out of the fliell,and be wray eth it fdfe when we 
come to haue the lead vfe of rcafon. 

10 But the world is full of examples of men that haue murthercd their wiucs* 
Italy efpecially, and thcrfore I hold it nccdlefle to infift vpon particulars.Notwith- 
ftanding I cannot omit two very ftrange murthcrs, I meane fuch as for their plot- 
tingandaftmg werecxtraordinaiy: for whereas fuch executions are commonly 
done rafhly in hcate and choler , thefc were committed of fet purpofe vpon a 
grounded and fetled refolution . The one is of a citizen of UM/IU, who (as 
it was told me inaplace neare <Milla», about a dozen yeares ago or fomcwhat 
morc)bcing in Frame t md hauing intelligence that his wife played falfe at tables 
and bore a man too many,being(as we may fuppofe) fufficicntly informed there- 
of, tookchorfc andiidpoft tohishoufc at CMtlLn • whither he was no fooncr 
comc,bu t he called for his wife to the doore,who comming in all haft to welcome 
him home,bcing ( as it fcemed) very glad of his returne, receiued of him a coun- 
tcr-curtefieand a terrible cooling card with a ftab of his dagger, after he had all to 
be rarecHier,caIling her faffe, perfidious, difloyall, trecherous^nd wicked wretch. 
Andleauinghcr infiich acafe that he needed not to feare (he would play fa lie 
with him againc, he tooke hoife and departed. Thefccond is of a Srvitzard, 
who hauing taken his wife at vnawares playing the harlot, bore thciniury pati- 
ently for a time . but hauing pardoned her in his heate (contrary to the common 
praflife) hc flue her a few dayes after in his cold bloud , faying he could not endure 
a woman that would play him fuch falfe play : he fluelikcwife his children and 
himfelfe alio, as after we fliall heare. 

11 Yet there arc not (God bc thanked) fo many examples of women which 
hauc murthercd thcir husbands, though there be moe then a man would haply 
imagine. Among the reft an Italian Ladie called Frances Bentiuole is not to be for- 
gotten , who pcrcciuing that her husband ('commonly knowncby the name of 



leot Lord of Fauence) playd the man and ftood to his tackling,in defending him 



f Ifecouragioufly againft the two murthcrers which (he had luborned and hired 
to kill him,that they had much ado to difpatch him , tooke vp a dagger, and with 
her owne hands gaue him his deadly wound. Now the hatred which moued her 
to commit this*murthcr,was conceiued vpon a rumor blazed abroad in the citie, 
and whifpered into her eares , that before he maried her,he had contracted him- 
felfe to another citizen. A weightie reafon nodoubt.lt is alio reported, that a wo- 
man dwelling neare Tiarbotie being in bed with her husband.cut off his priuities, 
for that he had defiled the mariage bed:of which example I haue already fpoken. 
But infinite are the examples of light houfwiues who haue procured the death of 
their husbands, to the end they might more freely en ioy the companie of their 

O 4 pa- 
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paramours . And many bauepoifoncd them,that fo they might more cunningly 
coucr and concealc their villanic. For which crime my hoftcflc of the Lantcrnc at 
Paris was burnt about thirtic ycarcsago.For her husband being loath at the firft to 
drinkc the wine which flic had poyfoned , becaufc the colour of it was changed, 
yttaducntured to drinkeofit after his man 3 and pcrcciuing by his fodainedcarh 
that it was of preient operation, he prcferucd himfclf c by an Antidote. The like 
punifliment was inflicted vpon a gentlewoman of Brie in the lame ciry,and much 
about the fame time, for killing her husband in his bed, with intent to manic her 

knaue,who was executed with her for company. 

12 Wchauealfo late and frcfli bleeding examples of Fathers murthering their 
children : but two arc famous and memorable among the ren\which may well go 

hand in hand, in that they killed their children without any caufc or colour at all, 
for a thing which they could not hclpe. The one is of an Italia* , the other of 3 
Smt&ard.Thc ftory of the Italian hath bene published beforcrhowbeit I will not 
ipeakc of it as fetching my authoiitic fromthcpiinred pamphlet, but as being 
then at Padua my felre where the murthcr was committed. About thirtcency cares, 
ago a good fellow (named in the printed fk»y) being caft at Vtnict-j in a fuite 
whereon depended his whole cftatc , was fo out of raft with the world , and fo 
defpaired of Gods prouidence, that he perfwaded himfelre there was no remedy 
bur that his daughters when they came toagejn Head of being honeftly maried, 
were of ncceffitic to go to the comon ftewcs.For prcucnting of which fo great aa 
inconuenicnce,he was perfwaded by one ( whofe counf ell & aduicc he had asked 
in the managing of thisbufine(Fc)that it was his onely com ic to cut their throatcs 
vvhileft they wetc yong. And folic did one night, hauing the etiening before bor* 
rowed a Barbers razor. Being then at Padua(as hath bene (aid) when this tragical! 
euent happencdj could hardly rcfrainc from going to behold this ruful fpccladc: 
I meanc thefe filly foulcs lying in that pitif till plight. But when ccrtainc fchollcrs, 
my companions (who had fecne them) related vnto me the manor of their death, 
and how they lay wallowing in their bloud, itimpiinted fuch a liucly fenfeof 
companion and comiferation in my mind, fjuerjonmehaflatutl'ammo^ (as the Ita- 
lian fpeakes) that I could not find in my heart to fee them. They further told me, 
that there were three in all , one of which had Her hand almoft cut off which Hie 
had vfed (as they fuppofed; as a buckler again ft the fui v of her father . \vho (as it 
was afterward reported; cafthimfelfc headlong from the top ofarockc notfaire 
from W<,whither he had fled to fauchimfclfr.The fecond is of a Switzard f who 
hauing taken his wife at vnawares playing the (trumpet , and pardoning her for 
[he prefer* , changed his mind not long after, and repealing his pardon , fine 
her with his :owne hands, faying he could not endure to lee her Hue that had 
played him fuch lalfe play. And hauing flaine her, he d jfpatched his children alfo> 
fay ing,!ic would not hauc his children called baftards. And the report goetlyhat 
after he had thus embrued his hands in their bloud , he layd violent hinds vpon 
himfelfc alfo, throwing himfelfc t . om the top of a houfc , or (as others fay) of a 
owe hauing firft written m a papc r(which was found about him)i he fact which 
he had committed,and the reafons that moued him thereunto, viz .that knowing • 

th^ , vll , ' 8 C3d ma " m h 7 ^ Ch ° fc rathcr "> be h» ownc executioner, 
3^»£!r^ 8 ? f n ?? l rTu i cath ' B - v which ™™V^ wc may pcrcciuc 
££w* No' l h r fUbtl11 ^ 3 ! ld ftMt Wndas cu nninga knaue 

as euer he was . Now thefe two examples do fuite each other (as hath bene faid ) 

in this very thing,nhat thefe men flue their children without caufc or coloui • S 

for 
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for that whereof they were as innocent as the new borne babe* 

1 3 Arid haue we not examples ( on the other fide) of parricidcs,that is, of 
children murthering their parents? Yes(God knowes) and that 



fclfe^whidh had lamentable experience hereof not long ago.For. Anno i5<55.Scp- ; 

tcmb.28, thisaccurfed enemy of mankind had fochpower and command ouer a 
yong man dwelling vci Ghaflilhn fur Liing (a gracelcfle griffe vnworthy 1:0 grow 
vpon fuch a ftocke) that he cauled him. to take vnto him the heajtynot of a mail, 
but of a beaft^nay worfe then of any brute and lauage beaft,in c6m itting ifo crucll 
and fo vnnaturall a facl. And for as much as the Lord of the (aid place (a man for 
his vert lies* efpecially his wifedomc,admircd at this day, and beloucd of all men) 
hath thought good to publilh this ftoric in printil hope it wil not be taken am ill e, 
if treading in his fteps,l here make a fliort abftracl and abridgement thereof. The 

ftorie is this, lob* Guy the fbnnc of Ume Guy a*capper in ChattMmfur Loing^ had ^ *° c j 
bene a very loofo Ieud boy, and a notable vagabond cuen from a child: in which Eaapr 
dilTolute courfes he had bene fleflied and animated by the ouer-great indulgence or 3 [ i3tt « 
of his father . Now it happened vpon a Saturday (the day before fpecified) that othat 

fwaggering abroade and keeping rcuell rout (as his maner was) he came not home and caps, 
till very late in the eucning : whereupon hisfathct was exceedingly incenfed a- 
gainft him , and told him, that feeing he continued his rcuelling in this forr,there 
was no remcdie,he mull thruft him out of doorcs. Whereunto he anfwered very 
boldly arid laucily,that he was rcadie to be gone,ifhe hadhisapparcll.Thelefpce- 
ches thus patted oucr,his father went to bed. Howbcit he was no fooncr layd,but 
he was inforced by menacing threats to commaund him filence , confidcring his 
round replies in that fierce and furious manner.In the «id,feeing all was in vaine, 
and that his menaces nothing auailcdjbeing no longer able to endure his long and 



proud replics,he rofe in great anger to correct him for his faucinefle. Now when 
he pcrcciued his father comming towards him in that maner,with intent to bcate 
him, he caught hold of his fword which hung in the ehamber,and therewith ran 
him through in a trice , fo that he funkc downe prefently, crying out .that he was 
(laine.Thc neighbours amazed at the cric,came rufliing in, and the Iufticc fhortly 
after, where they found the poore man lying all along in the place,* xpefting no- 
thing but prcfent death ,which arreftcd him not long after :and his fonnc Handing 
by him drclfing himfelfc(his fword lying by him all on a goare bloud ) who not- 
withftanding that his father moued with compalfion, and forgetting his vnnatu- 
rall dealing and crueltic towards him , had willed him to faue himfelfc 5 faying, 
Saue thy lelfe,faue thy felfc my fon, I forgiuc thee this my death -and. that his mor 
ther alfo had perfwaded him thereunto,yct God in his iuft iudgement foheld him 
backc by the reines of his prouidence, that he had not the power to ftirie a foote. 
Being then demaunded by the Iuftice, what had moued him to kill his father in 
that vnnaturall and barbarous manner 5 he anfwered, that he neuer meant to kill 
him, but that he might thanke his ownc heate and haftincife,in running fo defpe- 
rately vpon his fword which he held in his hand oncly for his owne defcncc.This 
is the hiftory as touching the faa.But forafmuch as the forefaid pamphlct,whcre- 
by it was firft publilhcd, containeth many 1 emaiicable points which enfued here- 
upon till the time of his execution.very worthy our obferuation (for in themora- 

litieconiiftsthefruite and profile which we arc to reape by this hiftorie) I fliall 
intreate the Reader not to take it in ill part,if I be fomcwhat more large and pro- 
lixe in the rehcarfall hereof then I hauc bene in the reft.For alTuredly confidcring 

the very name of parricide is fo horrible and hatcfull to all, I would not ha ue pro-r 

fecuted 
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fecutcdthisftorie Co farre, had it not bene of purpofe tofpcake fbmething of his 

conucrfion, to the end I might flic was well Gods great mercic, as Satansgreat 
*nmitieagainftmankind 5 thcpoifon ofwhich paffion he bewrayes againft fuch i as 
keepenot faitinell ouer their hearts, and ftand not vpon their guard* Thismur 

therer then thus attached, by courfe of iufticc was fent to prifon > and witnef% 
were produced, who deposed that he had bene very difordercd and vnruly of a 
child,defpifing for the moft part his parents admonitions and reproofcSjOotwith- 
ftanding they had alwayes rccciued and entertained him in the kindeft manner 



henfbeuer he cried/* 



His inditcment being drawne, he was fentenced 



bytheludge of Chamilott the Saturday following, to hauc his right hand cut off 
vponafcaffoldinthcmarketplace,rightoueragainft his fathers houfe, both his 
paps to be pinched with red hot pinchers,and afterwards to be hung by the feete 
vpon a gibber,and ftrangled with a ftone of fixe and twentie pound weight tied 
his necke, where he was to hangthefpaccoffoureand twentiehoUrc$ ; andlaft 



of all to be hung vpon the common towne gibbe 



But he ap 



pealed from this lentcnce, being perfwaded thereunto by a wicked wag-halter 
who had bene a falfe coyncr , and for his mifdemeanour condemned with him 
and fentenced to fent to the gallics: from which he had alfo appealed. Where- 
upon they werefent to prifon againe,to the great tower within the CaflJe.till fuch 
time as they fhould be conueyed to P^during which time many rcforted vnto 

r r ^l? 1 ^ t0 vifit this Parricidc > t0 & ^ they could bring him to a fight and 
fenfe of his finne, and fo to be the inftrumcnt of a foulcs faluation. But perceiuins 

that he concciued no otherwife of his offence then of a pcttic fault a they vnfolded 
vnto him the hamoufncfTc thereof, and the fearefull iudgemcnts of God Which 
would oucrtake hirn for the fame, not onely in this life by the fword of the magi- 
ftrate but likewifc after death by his final! doome,if he did not confefle thefacl 
and acknowlcgc his fault, that fbhcmighthauc recourfe to the throne of grace 
euer open arid of ea fie acceflc to thofe wl 10 with a true fenfe and forrow for finne 
vnfamcdly defire pardon and reconciliation^ afTurance to be heard . But he ne- 

r, Icaft .^n^hat hewas any thing moucdvvith thefe rcmonftrances, 
but mil anfwered that he had appealed,* that he had not flaine his father,but that 
he ranne vpon his fword thefcaberd falling ofFto the ground. This was al ha 
could be wrong out of him at that time. And albeit they plyed and prefled £ 
agame and agame, yet cou d they not bring him to a fight and fen fe of fin for 
the more they labored to difcouer and lay open the cnormitie if 

i hC 'TL he '^ Urcd and cIoakcd lhc ^faying to himfclfe Ah S 

his deadly wound,counfelicd me fo to do^but then (foolc that I was>I would not 
hften vnto him. They then told him that it was not in h Sff to ES? 
or to mouea finger without Gods permimon and piou^Kd fiS 

either by theAvord If ore S " reemc,h ,S 0 ^ /nto bim, 

. wo^Howbci, in fa ajSS^SS&^SS^ 



ches 
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ehes, the more to aggrauate his offence by euery circu mftance, he confefled that 

he had (uch a hard heart & Cauterized conlcience as was incredible: making figncs 
in the meane time as wel with his head as with his hands,whercby they perceiued 
that G jd began to woike in his heart, and thereupon they propounded the mer- 
cic of God as before.Now after they had ipent many like fpceches to roufe vp his 
drowficconfcicnce from that dead (lumber which had feazed vpon him, they 
were aducrtifed that the falfe forger {formerly mentioned) had perfwaded him 
to be of good chcare , and to lay nothing to heart , but to prolong his life by all 
meancs pofliblc* Whereupon order was taken they mould be fcqueft red one from 
the other,that fo this wicked wretch might no longer poifon him with fuch peft 
lent perfvvafions y who put them infome better hope when, he heard no more 
of them. Neither was their hope in vaine: for being folitaryand alone by himfelf, 
he thought more ferioufly vpo their fpcechcs,in fiicb fbrt,that he confclfed to the 
iaylour and others, that he had highly offended God, in that he had fo wickedly 
and wilfully muithcrcd his fatherland that he had iuftly deferued death- defirmo 
withall that the Bailiffe might be fent for, faying he would defift from hisappeale. 
Whereupon they exhorted him to make a holy vfe of thofe godly admonitions 
Which had bene giuenhim, tellinghim withall that he did well togiucoucrhis 
appeale,feeing he Ihould efcape neuer the fooner, and that it was much to be fea- 
red left appealing to the Court of Parliament at P'arisjthcy would be fb farre from 

mitigating the fcucritie of his punifliment, that they would addc to the rigour 
thereof. Meane time came a Miniftcr of the word, Who plied him fb with pithy 

perf\va(ions,that he brought him to acknowledge the hainoufneffe of his finne, 
and to askc God forgiuenelfe , in fuch fort that pcrfeucring in thisacknowlcdge- 
mcnt.hc ccafed not to vttcr many good and godly {inclined. and fauoric fpeeches^ 
by which he gauc clcarc euidence that God had miraculoufiy wrought in his hart. 
And pcrfifttng in his former rcfblution of foifaking hisappeale, he aducrtifed the 
Bailiffe hereof: whereupon he was executed accordingly the Munday following. 

Where it is to be obferued,that fro that time forward.till the hang man had made 
an end,and parted two old friends,this poore paticnt(and now penitent parricide) 
had God and Chrift euer in his mind and mouth,ftill crying to hcauen for mercy 
and forgiuenelfe: being armed in this his Iaft conflicl with fuch conftancic and 
heaucnly rcfolution , that he neuer twicht for any torment, nor once changed 
countenance* which ftrookc an amazement into the minds of the multitude. He 
that defircs to haue a more ample difcom fe hcreof,may haucrccourfe to the fore- 
faid pamphlet. 

14 As for women which haue murthercd their children, I pcrfwade my felfe 
there are but few to be found which ipurther them after they arc onccgrownc in 

yeares.Howbeit many there are,as well of thofe which kill their newborne babes, 

as of thofe who execute their crucltie vpon them inthewombc before they fee 
the light of the Sunne. And doubtlefte this murthering of children in the wombe 
( to begin with it in the firft place)is a very ancient finne. For the Greek Poet Pho. 
(ydtdesgmca caucat to the women of his time to take heed of it . And Onid\\Vc~ 

wife (another Pagan Poet)fliarplyccnfurethahufwifeforthelike<)ffencejadding 
withall many excellent diflwafions to thatend. And it was one branch of Hippo, 
crates his oath (as we know) neuer to miniftcr norprefcribe women any thing 
that might caufc abortion, or any way endanger the fruite of their wombe. Now 
there are twomainc rcalbns of this wicked praclifc. Some do it for fcare they 
mould be knowne to haue playd the wantons andloft their virginity :or (to fpeake 

fome- 
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fomcwhat more generally) for fcare of being difclofed to haue had to do where 
they ought nor,be they maricd women or widowes.Others for fcare of abridging 
and fhortning thciryouth, cfpecially for feare ofthat which 0/w/fpeakes of. 

Scilicet vt c treat rugarum crimine venter, 

Sternetur pugn<e t rift is arena tu£. 
And as for the fhortcning of their youth,the fame Poet faith* 

Addcquid & partm faciunt breuiora imenu 

T mpora 

Notwithftanding whofe teftimonie,wc find it true by dayly experience . I haue 
further heard of certainc gentlewomen, and myfelre haueknowne fome who 
made no bones to weare poy trcls or ftiffc ftomachcrs , endangering thereby the 
life'of their child : and to the end they might not lofc the credit of bailing a fine 
(lender bodie,madc noconfciencc to deftroy that which mould haue bin as deare 
vnto them as their ownc Hues : I fpeakc of fuch hufwiues as mifcaried in the cart- 
age . As for thofe murthering Ulfcdeas who made away their new bornebabes 
by carting them into ponds,priuies,&c.Nunnerics within thefe few yeares would 
haue funifhed vs with (lore of examples, as well as of thofe which murtherthem 
in the wombe. Neither want we examples of former ages : for Pontanm faith of 
his timctguod quidem execrationu genus maxime Sacer dotes attingit, qua Deo 
virginitatcm quum vouerintjollutis tamen vdtis 3 ritu^ facer dotal/ periuranter at que 
incefle contaminato.grauid/facl^nefcelus pateat, execrabiliori conantur fcekre id'tp* 
fum prohibere ac conigtre : dum aut medicaminibus adhibitis abortionem pmurant^ 
autpartumftaitm/pfumexanimantjerr^atitcioach . Now when I 

fay that we might haue found ftore of fuch examples within thefc few yeares-,my 
meaning is not,that it is fo hard a matter to find fomc at this prcfent : but that the 
number was then farre greater then now it is, as well in regard of the m ultitudc of 
N mines, as for that they were in greater feare of lofing their good name, if once 
they fliould haue bene knownc to haue played fa ft and loofc, then now they are, 
confidcr ing their ghoftly fathers are not fo ftritf and ftoicaIl,but that they will (if 
need bc)giuc them phifickc tor thegrccne ficknefTe . Moreoucr, in that they fee 
lu.uiry N unncs lcauc their Nunneries , I mcane their brothcl-houfcs and beds, 
and betake thcmfelucs to the marriage bed, where they line orderly and well . it 
■ make's them lookc a little better to their confidences before they go about fuch 
murthcrs. Yet it cannot be denied but that this wicked murthering of poore inno- 

not onely to maiSgciblc maides 

fiM wotflnpfuUy & nobly defcended) but to vvidowes alfo : which the 

fa d Pontanut hath not concealed touching thofe of his time . For he further ad. 

^^fi^^^^'^f^ Butmaidferuants of all other arc 
oftencft taken tardie with this fault , and they onely ( poorc foules) are called co- 

r2 ioTf 7- €0mm J columb, s Xox I haue often feene fuch at n> 

a pri i^ffl ^^ a u\ m u d r h f Was han S cd for c * ftin 8 ^r child into 
KS^^ 11 "?^?^ '~ addeth « AcTcqucDof that 

n^2 21 '^tf^M^msA+ttqmm emiffet. emundarettL latri- 

tperam tamf menus , mmaduerut tnfmuli cadaumulumfordibusillisinuJutum. 

And 
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And. Ver ily none would be better . acquainted fyith fuch ferrets then midwiucs 

were it n ot that the owner is to go to their hou,fe$,and after they haue blindfolded' 
them, to leadc them to the place where the trauailing woman heth , whom they 
alfo maskc or muffle for feare leftine mid wiues(who muft of neceffity haue their 
faces vncouered) mould know her. This i can % of mine owne knowledge that 
I once heard a midwife report , that (he was not onely thus hoodwincked fa 
praftile that would be found common at this day,if diligent enquine were made) 
but that the child alfo was murthered before her face , asfooneasitwasborne. 
And that fhe did no fooner begin to cxclaime againft that fo hainous and horrible 

but (he was in danger to haue, bene ferued with the fame fawce by thefe 
murthcrers and their complices . She further addcd,that they hung the chamber 
(in which the woman wasdeliucredand the child murthered) with white, cloth 
to the end fhe might take no notice thereof: and that they conueyed her backe a- 
gaine to her houfe hoodwinked as before . By this we may fee what numbering 
minds fome women beare . True it is indeed, our Ladies at this day need not to 
take fo cruella couric, confidering they haue fo many prophylactic a to keepe their 
bellies from ty mpanizing. Touching the currifb crueltie or ra ; her fury and Hi y af- 
fection of women againft ther owne bloud : Pontanm recordeth a farre ftranger 
faft then any yet mentioned, of certainc which ftifled their children with rheir 
owne hands as they were comming from bctweene their feete- not fo much for 
fcare of hauing their whorcdome and harlatry knowne,as to be reuenged of their 
husbands. Whereof hefecmestofpeakeasofa thing whichfellout inhisownc 
time. For hauing difcourfed at large of the forefaidvillanies committed in thofe 

day cs, he addeth yCompertaa audit etiam vxorcs , qua vt viros hoc inturiarum gen ere 
in(eclarentur y aut illata* ab Hits iniurits vlcifcerentur,hac pottftmum rat/one in lucem 
venientem Prolcmproprijs eltferim manibm . Howbeit I cannot thinke that fb de£ 

perate and diucllifli a defireof rcuenge could euer enter into ihe heart of any 
Frenchwoman; and God grant that France neuer finde a race of fuch CMedeas. 
But here lam in fome doubt whether I fliould with filence paffe ouci thofe wo- 
men who commit their children to the firft nurfes they meete with, neuer enqui- 
ring of their qualities and conditions , nor of their skilland will to per forme their 
dutiejnoryet whether they belbundor fickly, of a good or a bad conftitution,as 
rotten,pocky,leaprous,&c.Who after they haue once rid their hands of them,and 
committed them to their care and cuftodie, feldome or neuer take thought for 
them,or remember them,till they heare the paflfing bell go for them , they being 
ready to giuc vp the ghoft. Notwithftanding I dare not call fuch mothers murthc- 
rers, (cfpecially when they haue a iuft excufe to exempt them from the perfor- 
mance of this dude:) Yet thus much I dare fay (let them take offence that w. ili, it 
skilleth not,fo that wife and modeft matrons be not offended) that they arrthore 
cruell then the very heathen,who expofed their children to the wide world , re- 
commending them(a$ it were)to rhe ftarres and deftinie. If they fhall alleadge for 
themfelues,that all children which 611 into the hands of fuch nurfes, neitlier die, 
nor otherwife mifcarry.-Ianfwer againe, neither do all die thatare expofed I- For 
fortune is fb fauoUrablc to fome , that they may f hankc God , that euer they were 
expofed : whereas children committed to fuch nafty nurfes, either die fliortly af- 
ter , or carry about them fuch difeafes and maladies , as make them mifcrableall 
their hues 'long. By which wemay fee how far women at this, day drgenerateftom 
the natural affection of the Queenc (formerly mentioned) who was fo highly of- 
fended with one of her Ladies for giuing her child fuckejfo loath /lie was it fhould 

P haue 
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haueanynurfcfauehcrfelfe, and fbicalous (as it were) ofimpat ting this honor 




to any other. But fithence I am come by good occafion to fpeake of the cuftome 
which in times part was common among the heathen of cxpofing children * my 
purpofc is not to giue it fo generall a pafle 5 but to difcourfc of the difference be* 
twecne thefe Pagans^and thofe who haue the name,and bcare the badge of Chri- 
ftians. Firft then I confc(Ie,that this cuftome of expofing children hath bad finall 
or no entertainment among Chriftians, as fundry Greeke and Latine authors do 
fufficiently witneffc. For it hath not bene heard that en fans trouues (as the French 
call them ) were euer expofcd by any,but by fuch as were pinched either with po- 
ucrtic or feare of infamie. Albeit Monafteriesat this day,ftand many of thefe mur- 
thering Medea s ( who are neither vrged with the one 3 nor prcfled with the other) 
in the fame ftcad that cxpofing did in old time; which vnnaturall and cruel courfe 
they take 3 left through the multitude of children they fliould be conftrained to 
keepc a meaner houfe and carry a lower faile . And hence it is that many parents 
make their ch ildrcn beleeue 5 that they haue vowed virginitic,which(God knows) 
they neuer meant; and vnder colour hereof confine them in fome monaftery in 
their yongcr yeares, whilcft they know no more what virginitie meanes then lit- 
tle girles , who put the finger in theeyc when they are called maides. Butwhat 
curfes and imprecations children thusmued vp,vfe again ft their parents when, 
they come to yeares of difcretionjis more then notorioufly knownc. The queftio 

then is, whether they do not as good as murthcr them, who they force the ftream 
againft his courfe 5 in compelling them to enter into fuch a ftatcof life, wherein 
they cannot Hue without falling into horrible pollutions, which ccafc not to pull 
the fearful iudgemcnts of God vpon their heads;For mine owne part I am of opi 
nion,that by how much the foule is more precious then the body,by fo much this 
murthcr is greater then the former. 

1$ I might here adde fundry other fortsof murthcrs,at leaft wife fafls as hainous 
as any murthayis of griping vfurcrs and fuch as by finifter meanes grind the faces 
of the poorc peoplc,and fift them to the very bran,as pettifogging profton>,prow- 
ljngpromouters,and chicken Iuftices, who arc thei fore rightly called comon cut- 

throatcs^loud -fucjccrs,and cormorants of a countrey. But I will content my felfc 

with thefe before fpecified , and come to thofe that are felons de fe fas Lawyers 
fpeake) who c examples ought the more to humble vs, in that they (new vs what 

greatpowerthcdiuellhathouervswhcnwegiuehimbutthelcaft 

fend not vpon our guard by holding him out at the ftaffes end : I mcane when 

S I f - y ^ty^"of fihh, and beate them not backc by 
the fword of the fpii it : . I or though Pagans made little or no confeience to make 
away themfelues and though mod Philofophers approucd it by precept feme 
alfo by their pradife • yet the Chriftian world was neuer fo corrupt, but that it 

S^^A^ M T ^ r3Zcd them not o^W the num. 
ffl^f l 7 dcn X ,n 8 th ^ Chriftian burialObuteuenofmen^otwith. 
fhndtng they haue bene sequent and common in all u^cs as hiftorfcs record 

he ^SS^^^^ J W .° d ^ htm (in thc ***** <>f Dhi Una* 
ne hmpcrour) vnder colour of doing their cafemenr, light out of their chariot in 

Kn^ 

propnaneitory afToords vs fundry examples of maides,who chofc rather to lofe 

their 
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their Hues then theirvirginity .Whereof we haiie fundry prefidctseuc* at this dayi 

and that in both fexes. Among thc reft I remember how a woman of Switzerland 
about nine or ten yeares ago, vnderftanding that he whom (he had admitted into 
her bed,toas not her husband 3 but a knauifh companion that had decciuccr her^ 
fell into fuch a fea of fbrro w,that fhe drowned her 1 elf. And wercad in the Queen 
of Ttyuarres narrations, of the pitifull death of a gentlewoman who hanged facr- 
felfe for very griefe that a Francifcan had had the vie of her body. But more of this 
hercaftcr,when we come to intreatc of thc whoredoms committed by our good 
Catholkks.I haue alfb heard of certaine women who difpatched themfelues in 
great fury& rage,for that their husbands had cut in fundcr the true loucs kndfiarid 
profaned the nuptial bed,whcn they could not be rcucnged of them that were rit- 
uals of their loue:as alfo of othcrs,who vpo other occafions haue laid violet hands 
vpon themfelues. Neither doth this hard hap befall thc weaker fcxe onely • for we 
find that many men alfo haue bene drawne or rather driuen to do execution vpon 
thcmfeluesi And concerning the profanation of the nuptiall bed,kt vs heir aj^ainc 
call to mind what happened in a towne of Smtzerlandfabout twenty yeares ago) 
how a man hauing taken his wife in the like faulty and pardoned her forthepre- 
fent, repented certaine dayes after, and flue hcr 5 ' arid not her onely, but the chil* 
dren alfo which he had by her , faying,hc would riot haue his children called ba.- 
ftards : and hauing fo done,caft himfelfc headlong from a high fteepc place>and 
brake his necke. In whofe bofome a paper was found,wherein he had fet downc 
the reafons which had mnued him to commit thefe murthers , efpecially to make 
away himfelfej viz. that knowing himfclfe to be but a dead man in law , he chofc 
rather thus to end his dayes then to be put toafhamefull and ignominious deaths 
Which putteth me in mind of that which Pontanm relateth of an Italian Lord* 
who hauing flaine him whom he fufpc&cd to haue bene naught with his wife, 
was watched fo narrowly by his brother , that being out of all hope to efcapeihe 
firft flue her with his owne hands, and his children after- and hauing fo done; 

threw himfclfe from the higheft tower of his caftlc . I haue heard it alfo credibly 
reported , that a citizen of Padua hauitig flainc hisdaughtets being but very yong* 
fome few dayes after caft himfelfefrom the topof arfock, inthefclfefamc place 
whither he had fled to hide his head. As for thofe bioiidy murthcrere of the dou- 
ble die,Which make away not onely their childrenbut themfeluesfilfo, I will here 
record as tragicall a ftory as is to be found(in my opinion)in any hiftorian , aunci* 
ent or moderne,which.(as fome relate it) was lately a&cd in Bednffe^ as folio weth : 
A certaine husbandman (who was reafbnably well to liue)bindiug flicaue«i in the 
field,fent his fonne of an arrand home to his houfe , and being greatly offended 
with him at his returne,for that he flayed longer then he cxpc&cd,hc threw a clod 
at him , and hit him fuch ablow on the head,that be ftrooke him ftarkedcad , fo 
that he fell groueling downe to the ground- whereupon hauing coucredhim 



with flicaucsjhc went home to his houfein a defperdte mood : where finding his 



wife bathing her felfe, and giuing her yong child fucke (whereof flic was dcliue 
red not many weeks before) he Went into his barnc -and hanged hiiftTelftHis WW 
hauing intelligence hereofby one whohad ©ceaffortto go into the ftJ^je/ybt ibttg 
after , leaping out of thebath in great feare,left her child fo hetfdlefte VAebath^ 
that it fell Wo the watered fo wai drowned .Where fhe ( poorei f^il;) aiawzetj' 




and alm^ftbefidehcrfclfe tofcc her husband han^inthat ghaftljmannijrj a 
finding at her rcturne that her child was dtbwnedjwasJdriucn jnt^ ftich arl cwiafie 

pfdefpaire , that ftie went backe againe into the b»ne ^ ahd Wckbg the : docwe 

P a vpon 
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vponher, hanged herfclfcby her husband. Where note the mifchicucs that came 
thickc and three-fold, one in the necke of another : the father killing his tonne 
& the mother drowning her child againft their wilsj and both of them in jikc dc?ff 

peratc mood hanging themfducs. Onely here was the difference, that (nc drow- 
ned her child through mcere oucrfight, and he killed his tonne by meere chance 
and cafualtic: for according to the common faying, He often killeth who thinkes but 

to hurt. 

16 Now as men are driucn to this extremity of diftrelte and defpairc pot 
onely vpon thefeor the like, but vpon fundry other occafions: to many there arc 
who for other caufes haue made away themfelues . For which purpofe I mieht 
alleadge a packe of villanous vfurers,who by the iuft i udgement of God haue had 
no other executioners then themfelues : And all fuch generally as are tormented 
with that inward fury of an accufing confeience , are lubiecl to this to infamous 

and dcteftable kind of death . For after they haue once judicially arraigned and 
condemned themfelues in the Court of Confeience, by a ftrange kind of pr| cee- • 
ding, they put the fentence in execution in as ftram»c a manner . For maniple* 
A Secretary in a towne of Switzerland hauing bin Sentenced by his confeience 
(in fuch fort as hath bin faid) vnderftanding that his knaueries were too well 
knownc: albeit his heart had often failed him, yet in the end he did open exe- 
cution vpon himfelfe, euenthen when his keepers thought him furtheft from 
danger. For though they kept him for the prefent from hurting of himfelfe ha- 
uing found him in the bath ftabbing and lancing his body with a penknife ' vet 
die fame day he made a (cape from them, and leaping out of a window brake 
nis necke. And here I may not forget B onautntHYt des Verier $ (author of that 
damnable bookc called Cymbalum mundi) who notwithftanding the paincs 
which wa; taken in watching of him, (for that they (aw him in adetoeratc 
mood , ready vpon cuciy iigh t occafion to fac. ifice himfelfe to his o wne fliame) 
fell vpon his fvvord , the point running in at his bread ,.and out at his .back. 
Bucwchauc an example of a hu re more ff range and dangerous diftretfe (confi- 
deringtheocca(,on in /^^anltalian : andfo rare in thiskind , that it 
w»l hardly be paralleled either with auncient ormoderne: for he madehimfclfc 

notwll - 3 h 35 7 . P ciat f and winded mifcrcanjs would 

1^ J r? :lw ^ b ^ n f cI y abrtaining fo long from all manner of fuftenancc, 

ffiSS? h * foule out of hisbod ^ - we ~y <** * *™<* - 
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OfCrueltie pradifedat thU day 
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CHAPTER XIX. t6t 
houfq to furnifli me withchoife of matter, yet I will beware howl harpe Vpon 
that firing , left rubbing of old fores,I mould make the wounds of many to bleed 
afrem. Neither will Ifpcakeof the cruelties executed at and 
which being but barely related in the high Court of Parliament at Paris by the' 
Atturncy ^Aubery and other Lawyers,caufed the auditors to flop their earcs,thcy 
were to hideous and horrible. This one thing maygiue fufficient tcftimonic of 
the cnormitie and hainoufnefle thereof , in that lohn CMenier Lord of Oppede, 
ring-leader in this dance,as being chicfc Prcfident of the Parliament of Province, 
and Lieutenant generall for the King in that country in the abfence of the Lord 
dc Grignan^ could not find fouldicrs crucll enough to his liking, notwithftanding 
he had madechoife of the verieft bloudy butchers that were in a country com- 
manding them (among other his Canniball-likc cruelties) to rip vp women with 

child before his face,& to tread their babes vndcr their fcet.O currifli crucltic vvel 
worthy that horrible dcath which befell him,not by thehand of man, but by the 
iuft judgement of God,the fcarchcr and feer of all fecrets ! And this perfection 

railed againft the poorc people ofMerindol and Cabriere, is to much the more fa- 
mousjn that they led a great army againft thcto poorc toulcs , who neuer deii- 
red any thing more then to yedd themfelues, neuer attempting nor once inten- 
ding to rcfift and make head againft them: but humbly intrcating thai: they mi«ht 
befuffercd to vfe the liberty or their confeience in their priuatc houfes, and notto 
be inforced to admit of the Romane religion; at leaft wi fc that they might be pc r- 
mitted to (lie into tome other country vpon foch condition as they fliould thinke 
good. 

2 But leauingth is hiftory, I proceed to other examples of cruelrie, nothing 
inferiour to that in Herodotus, which notwithftanding is thought by many to in- 
credible . For where is the man to be found,who hearing what he reported) of 

Herpanns^vvi. how he was fcrued with the flcfli of his ownc tonncjand how he 
ate thereof at a feaft.to which he was inuited by ^Afiiages King of the Medes (ne- 
uer fufpecling he fliould haue bin ferued with fuch a fawee, nor entertained with 
fuch a dainty difli) will not prcfently fancy it to be as very a fable as that which 
the Poets haue fained of o^/w, who made his brother Tbyefes eate hisoWnc 
children? Notwithftanding we find as great cruelties praclifcd in thefe dayes. Tor 
Ponunus reporteth how that certaine Italians hauing taken one of a family with 
which they were in deadly feud, chopped him forthwith into final! pecces , and 
hauing pulled out his liu er, broiled it vpon thecoalcs,andateofit(eucry man his 
niorfcll) with great rcioycing, vfing fundry folcmncccrcmdnies and merriments 
therewith : I will here fet downc his words at large: Attiam mam Leonardam,ra- 
rifsimi exempli matron am yon fine mult is laclmmis ptter an die bam refer tntem , qnam 
inter digladiantes quafdam inter fe familias inim'mtijt fummis exercerentur odijs,cap- 
tum quewpiam fattione ex altera^ eumj } i> vcfligio conctfum in minutifima etiamfru- 
Jla : moxj { exempt urn illi /ecur y in prunis candentifsimtfque carbonibus d ft ft /on is eius 
princip'tbus toft um jerque bttccelUs mimitim dijjeclum >intcr cognatos ad id mutt at os in 
ientacnlum diflnbutttm. , <9*,e aut luporum tarn cxanbclata rabtes % aut fxutentts pro erep- 
ta prolv tigrid'ts ham ipfam fupcranerit? Allata etiam pofl degnflattonem um execrabi- 
lem poc.uU nor) fine ccllecii crnorisajpergine.-congratuUtiones habit* inter fe t rifus y ioci 9 

leporefiftte cibttm ipfum condtentes . Denique & dijs ipfts propinatum tantevindiff.t 
fatttoribus. ^uid hie exclamem nihil habeo f ni forte t cjrc. Which ftory cals another to 

mind to this eftecl. A certaine gentleman bearing great affeclion to a maried gen- 

tlewoinan,wcntinto the warier-, where he intreatcd his fellow-touldiers,that if 

P? it 
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it were his chance to be flaine in the field,or othcrwife to die, they would take his 
heart and prcfent it vnto hcr with certain fpecches which hedcliuered vntotiicm. 
After his death (which happened not long afrcr)his heart was taken and kept by 
the gemlcwomans husband (who had bin informed of the requeft he had made 
tohisfcllowcs,Jandhewas no fooner come home, but he caufed hisccoke to 
dre/Te it in fuch curious manner that his wife ate thereof , thinking of nothing lefle 
then of fuch meatc. Whereupon asking her how (lie liked it : (he anfweredJhc li- 
ked it well . You cannot chufc (quoth he) but like it Well, for it is the heart of 
your beft bcloued . She ftraight pcrceiuing hismeaning, tooke the matter fo to 
heart, that (he ncueratc good morfell after: neither had me need, for (he died 
fliortly after for very griefe. Which fad I hauc not here (ctdowne to pai allele it 
with the former crucltie,but only to mew his (auagc nature in caufing his wife to 
eate mans (lefli. For(all things being well confidcrcd)it will appeare that this his 
cur rifli kindncs towards her, was rather rigorous fcucrity then ouergreat crucltie. 
In like manner a Dutch gentleman puniTlied his wife for playing the (trumpet, 
rather rigoroufly then cruelly: who hailing flainc the gallant, (to whole luft flic 
proftitutcd hcrfclfej appointed her his skull to drinkcin,in ftcad of a cup . The 
famc(in my conccitjmay be faid ofagcntlcman of Piemont^vho hauing taken his 
wife in the fad, caufed her together with the old bawd (which had holpen her in 
this buiincfTc) to ftranglc the gentleman with who flic was found,and to bcarc the 
dead corps company all their Hues after: for hedofed them round within a wall, 
leauingthcm oncly a little holc,by which they might recciue bread and water! 
Suchfadts(I fay) arc rather to be reckoned in the number of oucr-rigorous pu. 

nifllmcnts,thenofoucr-crucllrcucnge:asthatwhichIhauealleadgcdoutofi , ^. 
tanns, which as it may be paralleled with the facl of K^ifliages recorded by Hero- 

dottts, and that ot^dtreus mentioned by the Poets* fo arc there fundry in this age 
vyhich may as fitly be pangonized with that of Medea, At Icaft wife I can readily 
f urnifli the Reader with three. The full is that which Ihauc already alieadged out 

of /•j»/«w l of thofcmurthctingil/^4/, who to auenge themfeiues of their huf- 

bands,ftiflcd their children comming from them with their ownchands.Thcfc- 
cond of a hufwifc of M///,*»,who(as Bandel reporteth) finding not how to wrcake 
ncr malice vpon her husband, who wasdiuorccd from her for adultery, being 
with child by him (albeit he knew not fo much; let loofc the raines to her rage, 
and wrought her wrcakc vpon the fruitcof hcr womb,whereof by violent means 
(he was delivered three moneths before her time,and after fo cruelly ma(Tacred ir, 
that I had rather it fhould be read in the writings ofW^then in minc.The third 

hkcvvifemaybc taken out of the fameauthor, where hefpeakcthofayong Spa- 

htK 10 r !?F fdfc t0 a 8 cnlIcittan ™ h »P c of marine 

n h J ]t f ^ a,th ° U§h lllC was but of mcanc ™* bafe parentage) 

fZ£7 *7 '! C W3S T icd t0 anothcr > concducd ^ hatred L 
In ! Z ttrt h 7 WltS P ombI >' nic compaflc his death: 
an S i ^ P ° Y y ^ C him b ? hcr ^"cring letters to come 

expec cd his commin&hauing made all things ready (with the help of an old bel- 

C i '"T^ to c thc P Criod oflicr intended purpofr, - 
anaaccompiunncrdeiignes, though at the firft flie ft' 
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ficd with the reafbns which he alleadgcd,and that (lie was fomcwhat appcafcd,(he 
yccldcd to his impotent affection, to play the wanton with him as bcforc.Wherc- 
upon they went to bed together, where flic ml expected when to find him (bund 

a(leepc,that (lie might execute her furious enterprife . Neither failed (he of her 
purpofe:for not content to hauc giuenhim many deadly wounds (being awaked 
at the firft blow , and pcrceiuing himfelfe (b intanglcd in the cord which the old 
trot had drawnc,that he could neither mouc hand nor footc) flic tyrannized ouer 
the dead corps by fundry fauage and barbarous cruelties, before flic could quench 
the hcatc of her rage. For which cruell murther,flie hauing voluntarily confcflTcd 
the fa&(at leaft bewrayed and betrayed her fclfe by her words)was behcadcd,and 
the old bawd alfo,as B andcl faith . Howbcit others (following Valudanus a Spani- 
ard who hath written this ftory in Latin) afHrme that (lie wasncucr taken. How 
euer it were,wc may fee the fad of a right J/a/m intheglaflc of thiscxamplc,as 
well as in the former: which whofoeuer (hall duly confidcr, cannot thinkc that 
ftrangc which Herodotus reporteth of^fmejlris wife to King Xerxes Jk\o\v (lie ha- 
uin« procured her husband to deliucr his concubine into her hands, cut off her 
du<S and caft them to the dogs,asalfo her nofc,cares,lips and tongue s and hauing 
thus mangled and disfiguted her,fcnt her backeagaine to hcr houfe.To conclude, 
if tlicqueftion be touching the greatneffe of womens crueltie, we arc firft to be 
rcfolucd of that which luuenal faith, that they arc fuperlatiue in their reucngcfull 
dcfires:fccondly of that which Ouid difcourfeth of at large,viz. of their mad mali- 
cious minds,efpccially when any encroch vpon their free hold, and difturb them 
in their pofTefTion. His words are thefc: 

Sed ncauefuluus aper media tamfeuus in ira eft , 

Fulmineo rapidosdum rot at ore canes: 
?iec lea, cum catulis laftentibusvbera prabet, 

Nec breuis ignaro viper a U/a fede: 
Fcemina qttam foci] deprenfa pellice lefts 

Ardet^r in vultu pignora mentis babet. 
In ferrum flammaffy ruitj&c* 

That is, 

Oiiore fierce and fell was neuer chafed Boare, 
While with his angry tusks he all dothgoarc 
The bujie Maflijfc : nor no Lionejfe, 
Whofe fuck ling whelps her empty teats do prcjft : 
Nor the fliort riper hurt with heedleffe gate: 
Then is the wife that finds a riuall matt 

Vnto her hue and bed: and in her browes 
The fignes of her concerned hatred Jlwves. 

For further confirmation hereof, I will allcadge one other example out oWnlip 
Commineus, andthatinhisowncwords,asfolioweth. ForfhortIyafter,the(aid » 
King Lancelot was poifoned at Prage in Bohemia by a noble woman (whole bro- » 
thcrl hauc fccnc)with whom he was in louc,and (he alfo with him 5 who being,, 
out of patience becaufc he had maried King Charles the 7. his daughter (now cal- 53 
led tfte Princerte of Vienna) contrary to his , promife,poifoned him in a bath by gi- w 
uing him an apple to eate , putting the poifon in the haft of the knife. Th us Am c 5 , 
Commineus: where he further reporteth that the king of Hungary caft one Matthias 
into prifon (who was King after him) hauing firft flame his elder brother . Now 
we may well imagine how (he would haue entertained the Qucene, if (lie had 

P 4} ^ 
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had her in her hands. 
$ But to rcrume to thefc fauagc cruelties executed in way of reuengerJVwA.- 

nm records a notable example which fell out fas it feemes) in his dayes, A flaue of 
KSMduritAma being buffeted by his maifter and almoft beaten to death, to the end 
he might beaucnged of him,and put an end to his wretched and mifcrablc life he 
tookc this courfe.Hauing efpicd his time when his maftcr was gone farrc from his 
houfe ( which ftood in the countreyj he locked an d barred the gates as well as he 
cou!d,and hauing bound his wife hand and foote,hc caried her and her three chil 

drcntothetopofthchoufe 5 thereexpe(5tinghismaftersrctume.Who commine 
homeland finding the gate fhut againft him 5 began to threaten his flaue as he (he- 
wed himfelfc from the houfe top. The flaue anfwered that he would by and bv 
make him fing another fongrand forthwith rhrcwdownc two ofiiis children The 
poore man (their father)remaining for a time amazed and confounded at this fne 
ctic Ic 5 and more hkca dead man then a liuing creaturc 5 yet comminq at laft to him 
felfe againc,thought it his beft courie to entertaine him with faire Iao»uaa C and 
topromifehim not oneiy pardon for the two murthcrs already committed but 
alfomanumiflionandfrecdomctothc end he might (at Icaftvvifc) faue his third 
fonne. And h did. But the flaue replied and fafdjhou m^ftftSlSC 



ter,and make faire weather with me as long as thou wilt, bur I will not fparc him 
for a t^except thou wilt cut off thy nofe.The poore man (in hop S 
chilcfe hfe) ccepted the conditioned cut off his nofe. Which he had no foon 
done but the flaue aft him downe from the top of the houfe,and his Met 
And hauing fo done, feeing his maftcr torment him felfe in that manner! and c ft 
fo th fuch homblc outcncs,faid,Thou mayft hang thy felfe if thou vv It bu wS 
fcl f^^?^ Xnd hauing fo faid^t S 
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fr< >m the roofc of die houfi 



Now albeit the crucltic which is excrcifrd in this and fuch like rcucncc be 
ings l v :1 t,yetui S inuchmoreincrcafed ) and(asitvvere)rcdoS 

Kng ■ni phmfc cannot do wnh all. As it formncd about fixtccn 



ler.ard afterward, let fir c\Z "Z 11 Z TT' ^"P^crm »" eel- 

hiscnemy,bu, (SZSfeW^ 5 whtTC " ot ond y 

then thcfonncr.in ( cad o Vcuen^.t f . , 0t i' crs ' mkff<: CIW " 

iniuned them, c ,ha xiK >» ( ?"f vpon thofe tliat haue any way 

ter thenr.reue ,<I « c fc 1 tT, !TZ f ° r that ,hc y dai c "« «,«,«- 

they are allied vn o cm 3S" rCn,w oneiy becaufc 

alfi'ord fund. V examples not™ !„ I count «"icn. Whereof thisaeewil 



a ma- 
other 



vvho(ashef U pp 0 fedj had played theknaue with 1,ic7 ! f Lord ' ,a » ,n § tomeonc 

ge.l by his brother.that Inuino fi, I?! , 11S ™ fe > vvas fo ftratght y ht& 

Fcltc headlong fro ' , nc h S«^?"^" lft ^ d ^^«aftWoi- 

how that he 4ich bS Sdt S 'fr ""'"I 50 " < 1 %)h"clatch, 

cfcaped his hands,and that he had loft u,f Tw «'«') ceiuing that hchad 
^.cruellymnrrheredS 

vntohim.Andnotfoonelv butch^n/il ' owcrce " herkilhorl < 1 ' n 
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alfo.H is lairds are thefc : Corradm ffrwtirti,qvi Pulgmedm P'mhin rmpwlmfs* 

filiifokoewfiatreaprxftfo 

tpfumita exptignare aggrepJ eft , vtttiejmiff'a tandem tmnrfptaisdmdi, tnterfrffo 
pritts vxorc&Aibms^fecfnmma tmidtttftrit jtuwiunsm Urridt potcjlatcmfim 
uenit -et JtaqueCor/ adus deceptua oppoftaniutt in vitwmtiliim feui'mdt quftqmf^l 
liares y cognatos^m/cos,noto^ quique ouM/a ctofaetkdttKtoexemoffh^ 
tos,cruciatt>fy ad txcarntfimtortemM vltimum conknbwi mfrnft^vcmtxatifc iwl 
perauit , ac per featci maximefeftequMtium Viantm fepes ac mirgtw ttoum rutfstrA 
mteftm^fufpendt ac pafsim dtfperghvi Mequt mt indicium appcUarth.wc paffityut 
punitionem. But fome do worfe then dll this; when not content toVeucnge tHctn-f 
fclues vpon their enemies^ they wrcake' their malie# vpon thdip kin foien and' ac- 
quaintance* . ...::> ■ ' : *.:;•! ..-.\ I.. ' .i. i . .j. ? 

5 There is yet another kind of cruckie praclifiJd.ritheHn fport bmtfiih d road 
merriment then in way of reucnge: whercunto Princes and great Lords are 
more addicted then men of bafe or meaner place." Whence grew the proiierbc, 
(applyed to fuch as pleafe thcmfclues in keeping reucll rout, and playing the pike 

in a pond) : Thefc be Princes f ports ^ they pleafe them oneiy that do them. Which puts 

me in mind of that which I law done by ayong N>6b>leman , who was no fooncr 
prc/ented with two great Englifh maftiues s but rhe tOy tookc him in the head, to 
make triall of them vpon the legs of a poore boy, how well they could bite : and 
letting them loofe at htm,hc quicklypercciued wnat chey could dp : which was a 
pitifull fpedacle to all laue himfelfc.. And n6yi>(gbntl»Rcader) cot^fidch^bW the 
Athenian I udges would haue cenfured fuch afeij; when they put a yong rn'an to 
death,ortcfly becaufe lie tboke pleaforeiin putting out of birds eyes -v taking it as a 
pregnant proofe of his future crUeltie.But to rcmrneito thofc that^lay the oloudy 
butchers with fuch as neucr .offended ^em, (hay which ire neither kith um Ufa, 
nor yet countrimen to thofe that injured them) thefaid P wit anus ^ writcth of m t- 
talian captaine whom he calleth 7^tcolmsFortihrachiui f \v\\(i cirried a 1 dunibe man 
with him Whither fbeucr he wcnt,lddeh with haltcfs $and vvhen the faricic ti6oke 
the foolfc in the head to hang any that he met Avith^tb the end he might haue fome 
fport)he would make.aftgne to the dumbe man y and then tlw whorcfon would 
ftraight put a ropeabout the parties heclce,andtruh*cl>imvp at thenext tree ; In 

which paftime the kind captaine tobkc fuch pleaftire^tHat ifany oneday had pa (Ted 

ouer his head , wherein he had not done fome (uokekceutiom t .it grieued him as 

much as if he had loft lb much time '■. He furthef biak'eth mention of one Rittim 

MontecUkmyA\ofk manner was to.feilhmeh in kindiK^and gdntly to cut -their 

throates, tempering his crueltie with mimicall conceits.For when he was minded 

to murther'any , his manner was co center tairie tbepii> veryfritfinMy.; :and tolnuirc 
^hem to a?feaft 5 and to aske them how many elafles of wine tHtfywoiiIti' dvif At 

with him ,• and how many morfelsot fuch or fic^aketfim^Mh^^ 

and haidYigdemanded mefe friuolotSJ&Tidictifoi^djuefti^^ 

ftab them with- h is dagger till hdwd'kftled themv • O . - .-.nvM-u'. • •»• : : f/>b 

6 Mo>eoucr,cfublrieflu'wesitfeIfe in exdfffiifepunifl^m ants; to whieft>ptt»- 
Jxife thejfkd Pontanta Attcadgcth i« wampledf thtt'King of S^^^LieuteMbr, 
who noicontent with thcpuniftimenr prercribediv^ law^tfauf«libalefiii5toui to 
be fawne in pceces ouerchwart theback. It farther bewray em' ttd-lfe in thi/othat 
take picamre in inuenting of newtormcnts,whcther with ihtchf fb'pfticli(0 thwti 
themfelucss«r 10 tcdc ^ them others who may jptlt iherii in execution i Whichf»Ws 

me in mirttj [of a goodfcllow who pobliftied abook about mje^^d'twenty^attfs 

ago, 
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•gosfttl! of pictures of racks^and all kind of tormenting inftrumenrs, which the wit 
of man could po/fibly dcuife . But we may not here forget the iuft iudgements of 

Gbdwhich haue befallen the inuentors of thefc cruel! tormcnts,as well in this as 
in former ages. For as Pcrtllw hailing prefented thecruell tyrant Phalaru with a 
brazen bull, which might fcrue him in fteed ofafornace to burnc men in , was 
conftraincd to take the firft triall thereof,and to feele the fmart of it himfejf (as be- 

£&\jirmitm famulus with his brazen horfc:) So P htltp Commwetu tclleth v$ 
how the Bifhop of Verdan y who firft (hewed King Lewis the cleucnth the inucn* 

tion of iron cages,was the firft whom the King mued vp in one of t hcrn,and that 
for fourteene yeares together . Wc reade alfo of fundry fauages who firft felt the 
fmart of their crucll counfell giuen againft others . And thus much touching the 
leudnefle of the Lairic.In the next place we arc to borrow a word or two with our 
good Catholickcs of the Popifli Cleargic. 




Clcargic 



Popifl 



CHAP. XX. 

Other examples of tht wickedmffe of this age^ cfpecjatly of fuck 



AS 



themfelues Cleat 'gy 




E haue already heard what inue&iues the good Preacher Ulfenot 
maketh againft the Cleargic of his time: and we know how S. Ber- 
nard ( long before)cried out againft them . Let vs now fee if they did 
repent at the laft\and turne from their wicked wayes, making bene- 

. of fuch rcproofes. What by I,benefitc? Nay, they were more 

obdurate and hardened thereby. For as lighthufwiues before they haue put off 
tficirpcticoates areas nice asa Nunshcn,and fliew fomefew fparks offhamefaft- 
nesandmodeftyj but when they once perceiue that their licentious leudnefle is 

3 U ? £ r \ m r h ? y *?, V P° n thc ^ ' and thcir lil * s in child* 
mouth , keepc open houfe for all comers, and arc morclauifh both ofthcirl.ps 

ucn f&JSE Um u mo ;^ orbitan ^« frk of all that fpeake againft them : t> 

l^t J ^ ° rld d !l Cl ?^ mcn < al lcaftwifc the g™cft part) when they 

oncepcceiued they could no longer conccalc theirfymonies v llanies whore* 
domes, echencsnnd fuch like loof?and dioolute demean™ of 7wT^ I am 
now to in t reate For as for their falfe iugling & erroneous do^rinc £ C 



2 



t 



neither with the, 
bu t that ^SS&^^S^ 0pC f, C f d *• 

inthcfc 

fuchfortma Je forcible entrance and taken pofTefnon of the 1„ 




CHAPTER XX. i6y 
cotil J not then peaceably enioy , that if he were now liuing he would eafily fee 
it were but loft labour to difpute againft them. For it is not to bethought that a 
Popifli Prelate will beate his braines nowadayes 'to know whetlier his benefices 



many 



petible or incompetible:how many liuingsj how many 
ny honnds and how many haukes he may keepc. For fuppofe he h 
loades of benefices (if it were poffible J Hue or flk heards of who:re< 
hounds as the Cardinal had whom the good Preacher B arelet men tioncth (which 
werencarcathoufand) yea and as many hauks as all the Princes in Chriftendom 
(prouidedal wayes that he beware how he fpeake or, do any thing; for which the 
Pope his maker may be moued todepriue him:) he is in the meanetime difpen- 
ced with,as being an honeft man : and befides authorized to employ hisfiuefen- 
fes in whoredomc and lechery,in defpite of the French pocks andthcknaut-bald 
difeafc (for excommunication hath no power ouer thefc Ladies) and to keepe ( if 
need be) a dozen of bawds for the purpofc . And when his ftomacke will not 
feme him for thefc , tofeekc outdaintic bits for his tooth in the very middeft of 
N unncries (othcrwifc called monafterics of reformed women ) into which it is 
notlawfull tor any fecular man to fet footc. But if *they chance to be weary with *n tv for/*, 

h remorfe of confciencc betake themfelucs to one an,,loin,,,ai 
v/uly,and paffc thcir promifc to marry hei jthcn arc they in dangcr(fbrfooth) to be JJclf toU °" 
depriued of thcir liuings,& feuerely ro be puniflied. Whcrof we haue late & frefli 
examples in two modcrncBifliopsCbothltakeit yet liuing) who had no better 
excufc for themfelues then to fay^that (lie that was liolden to be their wife, was but 
their concubine or whore. But whether this excufe will pafle for paiment before 
Gods tribunalljlct themfelues iudge.Howfdeuer, it is not much vnl ikethat which 
I heard fro the mouth of the late deceafed Archdeacon oftflW,«(bcing at Padua, 
with the Cardinallofnwww) who faid, Thc diuell take all thofe maried villains » 
who are permitted to catc laced mutton thcir bellies full: Which he (pake generally 
of all thc Clcargic , but it arofevpon fpcech had of a^Biftiop, who was fecret- 
ly maried t as it was repoi ted.This was the fentence of this charitable Archdeacon. 
Now whereas I haue fo often called the Pope their maker y bcitknownc vino 
theny hat in fo fpeaking I vfe but thcir owne phrafe, fane that they apply it rather 
to Cardinals then to Bifhops : as when they fay, Such it furfrn Cardmall is fuch a 
Popes creature-^ as they know well who haue bene in plaee where fuch tilings haue 
bene debated . Trucitisindecd,that inaCounccll>whercthisqneftion was pro- 
pounded, ^An put Epifcopi immediate a Chriflo^ an mediate a Ponttfiee , a Bifliop 

(who was in a pelting chafe for that they had moued his patience) crie d aloud, 
Par cat mihi Dominm chriflw^ non fub ab ipfo : which I heard related by a Bifliop 
who told me that he heard it from his owne mouth . Howbcit I do not well re- 
member whether he faid it was in the laft Councell or in the former. But fare I am 
that in a Councell it was,whcrc(as he further reporteth)a ccrtairie Doclor feeing 
himfelfccncountred and foiled with certainc texts of Scripture, alleadged for his 

excufe: Ego non ptm 7 heologm ,ego fur/f Caftonift 

3 Howbcit we arc not fo much to wonder at the Popes greater creatures 
(who arc now growne to fuch power^ci-edit and account,that they fcornc to feck 
for a difpenfation of thcir creator, toiuthbrize them to line in all wantonnc fTe,riot 
and difTolutcneffe,ashimfelfc doth) as at his lefler creatures, who lining infomc 
fort vnder difcipKnc,and(as it were) vndcr thc rod,ought in all rcafbn to be more 
afraid to offend for fearc of the whip.But if I flialrdemonftrateartd ftieXv that eucn 
they alfo runnc with ful fwing after their kifts and pktofwb,lettiug46oft.' the raines 

to 



» 
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to all UccncioufneiTc^otwithftanding all reftraint which ought to withhold them, 
let the Header iudge what will become of the reft . By the Popes lefter creatures 
1 vndcrftand thehngle foled Prii fts, both blacke and white Friers, both Mendi- 
cants and Rcdituaries (if I may vfurpe this goodly Latin wot&Reditudrij) and to 

be fliort,all (uch as arc but mulhroms and baggage in refpc&of fat Abbots. 

4 But before I come to decipher and lay out their loofc life and diflblutc de- 
meanour in orient colours,and inftance the feme by particular examples,I cannot 
omit that which is notorioufly knownc at this day (which notwithstanding may 
haply leeme incredible to pofteritic) how that not long lince the weightieft argu- 
ments which they could allcadge toproue a man to be out of the right Romiflt 

Church (and therefore worthy tofryafagot) were thefe:Thathe was nowhorc- 
monger, no drunkard, no fwearer , nor blafphcmcr, and that he did allcadge the 
Scripturcs.In lb much thata certaine Fryer being accufed to the Biftiop his Dio- 
ccfan to be a Lutheran , was acquitted by him as clcarcof the crime obiedled.be- 



caufc he wanted none of the forcfaid qualities. Whereupon an Epigrammcwas 



madc,which for the good grace it hath, defcrueth here to be inferted , efpecially 
confidei ing that (to my knowledge ) it neuer came to light before. 

Efj'e Luther anum rumor te Gaurice clamat: 

Scdtuus Antifleste tamen effenegat. 
Tarn fc or tar is (ait) quam ft vet Uptfcopus effes, 

Et pot as dubiam peruigil vfque diem, 
*t{ec memor es Chriftijnift cum iurare libebit. 

Nec jets Scripture velbreue lotafacra: 
Nempe per h*c fueuit nun quam fallentiafigna 

Ille vigil [fan as no fcere pallor oues. 
That is (if I hit it right) 

Rumor reports thee foral utheran, 

7 hy ghoftly father counts thee no (uch mart: 

For whores thou haunt Jl (faith he) with lultie chafe, 

As if thou worll a myter by thy place. 

Thoureuelftfo (be fide thai wanton play) 
That euetmore thou drink* ft the nick to day 



Nor know ft one Utter of the holy 
By thefe fure fanes (that neuer faile their mafter) 
Are all found fleepe knownc of their carefull pallor. 

merPrclatr^ dcrcription of thc mtuous qu^ies ° f friers , made by ano- 

PournombrerlesvertusdunMoine, 
ll faut qu'tlfoit ord & gourmand ^ 

Pare(feux,paillard t malidoine, 
FoQourd yurongne, & peu fauant : 
J2l''il fe crette a table ea beuuant, 
Eten mange ant com me vn pourceau. 
Pourueu quil/achevn peu de chanty 
CeftaJJezjl eft bon& beau. 



when thou (wear 'ft) thou think ft no whit 



That is, 
Iff bat I rnufl in order tell, 
What vertues longt$ Monktjh cell; 



He 
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He is not fit for Cell or Couen, 

That's not a glutton and a ftouen: 

SluggijhJecherous,for nought ft, 
drunken dolt deuojd of wit* 

He muft eate at each repaft, \^ 

Vnttll his belly welnigh brail. 

He muft guzzell in the wine, 

Till he be drunken as a fwinc. 

^And if he can but chant it well, 

T his man is fit for guirc or Cell, 

To which teftimonies thefe prouerbiall fayings agree very well,<^ fat as a Frier \ 
kAs frolicke as a Frier \&c. And thefe verfes put me in mind of a poeme which wil 

cafe me of fomc labour in gathering thc fwcet doings and demeanour of thefe dif- 
pling Friers(though they haue not the like meanes that Prelats haue :) which not- 
withstanding I would not haue vouchfafed once to haue alleadgcd, bu t that it 
hath as good a grace,and runncs as roundly as a man would wiflj. 



i 
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3 
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CM es feres, te votss priez de fi 

elque honnefte facon de vturt 
Enfimpleffe & fobriete % 
Et laiffer voftre ebriete, 

Eguillon de toute malice* 

Monftettr now faifons le firuii 
Voire, mats viuans fobrement, 
Vous feruiriez, Dieu purement: 
Et puis chacun attroit enuie 
De fuiure voflre bonne vie. 
Mieux vaut fuiure vertu que via 
Monpeur nous faifons le fertti 
CMais e'eft chofe a Dieu det eft able, 
D'eftre afsis trots heures a table 
A yurongner fagourmandcr. 
Voulezt-vous point vous amender. 
De peur que Dieu ne vous punijje 
Monftettr nous faifons le feruic 
OH ai say ant ben vingtfois ef autant 
<Hul de voits neft iamais content, 
Sent ant vuiderfon gobelet . 
Car il demande a Jon valet 
jjV incontinent il le rempliffe. 
Monfieur nous faifons le jeruic 

CMais vos deuis ejr vos propos 
Sont tous de putains & de pots^ 

Anfsi pie ins de lafciuete 

<$ue vous eft es d o/fiuete: 
Et tou fours fingez a malice, 
Monfieur nous faifons le feruk 
(Mais pen fez- vous feruirk Dieu, 
Blafphemans fon Norn en tout lieu 
Etne pen fans pour pe nitenee, 
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Forsqua croiflrevoArepitance^ 
On crecheter 4tn benefice? 

Monfteur nous fat fins le feruice. 
UMais pen fez-vtus qui foit affez 



De frier four les treffaffe 
gui ontfait du bien au conuent 
Si vous ne priez Dieu fouuent 
gue ft grace vous foit propice? 
Monfteur nous faifons le ft 
%M*is quel feruice appelez-vous 



Dainft 



ifondrc en piteux defer dre. 



Et defftter D/eu,nous & I'ord, 
S i voflre pttance appetiffef 

Monfteur notts faifons le feruice 
9 Mais dequot feruent tous vos chants^ 

guand vous e/ies trompeurs mefchans, 
gut n'auez vertu ne fcience 
gtia regratter la confidence 
De que/que femmelette nice. 

M onfteur nous faifons le feruioe 
juefert d aller an moujlier, 
Pf ilmodter le Pfautier y 

rcchanter en cent f acorn 
fets, Antiennesjec 



Ayans le cwur a lafeucijft 



? 



Monfteur nous faifons le fe 
Mais quo 'tfvoHre deuotion 
N'efi rien que ftmulation, 
Et voflre chant melodieux 
iVV/? a Dieu finon odieux, 

Aimant pur cceur qui le beniffe. 

Monfteur nous f at fins lefii 
Mais cefl pen de feruir de bouche y 
Sile feruice an cattr ne touche. 
k^4 uoir I'ejprit a la cm fine 
En chant ant au temple ma tine, 
Nefert quaux poulmons efexercu 

Monfteur n on s faifons le fa 
*3 Matspourltferutcedmin 

Vow faites feruice de vin y 
E n fredonnant vos dottx accords. 
Mais que nourrifiiez voflre corps 
Pen vow chaut que lame per iff e. 

M onfteur now faifons le fi 



5 



4 Mais vow efles ft defrei^k 

Et en vous maux tant «„ t 

gtfilriyahommcfifatm 
Parfes raifins vow pottrfu 



igle 
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gut de rien amender vous ft 

Monfteur nous faifons £, 



I J Kjitais vow ne dennez tarn ait rien 



vow chant quandt/ecombien^ 




) • A \ 



<Hc qui ft c quo iff en quelle fa 
On vow dome & on vous ap i 
Mais quel* conuent enrtcht] 



\ 



1 



i 4 \ 
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Monfteur nous faifins le feruice* 



l6 CMais vous ti auczni fitnui 

Deltre la faincle Efiriture^ 
De I'eftudicr ni entendre, 
De la rctenirdr tafprendrt 



\ytu fit & ignorant 
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Monfteur nous fa) fins le feruict, 
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iprieur fat) 
tditMuiln'jafi 
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gut n accomplice ejr ne confinte 

k_A Exhortation pre fint^ 3 
Et de bon cotur rij obeijfe. 

Monfteur. now faifons le firuit 
i g cMais quand ie di,Frerc Simon, 

Pourquoi nallez^vow aufimonf 

Frere Gringoire& ft ere OiUe 
gut ne prefchez-vousf Euangkt 

Chacun dit, Ie fat mtn office, 

Pater ju difant U feruice. 

19 Or ne faur oit on tant prefiher , 

rant extorter Jantreprdcher 

Leur manuals train /pour les confottdn 

gue ne les oyez teus refpondre, 

guelque chofc que dire puiffe, 

Monfteur nous faifons le feruict* 
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To you fir Friers this fitte I make, 
That fomegood courfe of life ye take* 

In Jingle heart and foberneffe^ 

And leaue your dayly dmnkenneffe 9 
Which of all ill doth flim the fire. 
AntpUafiyon {Sir) vteferuethe gut 

rcdo:butifyonfiberliue y 

To Godye fiall right worfbifgiuei 
And in the people breed aflrife, 

To tread in fleps of your good life. 

Vertue then vice hath better hire. 

Ant pleafeyou ( Sir) xve feme the gm 

put vnto God 'tis dctcs~lablc y 

To fit full three houres at the table, 
In dmnkenneffe and belly cheare. 

Why do ye not amend thisgearef 
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LefiG odyou punifl) in his ire? 

Antpkafcvou {Sir) we ferue the Jguire. 
Bui. when yhaue drunke c arowfa iwenttc \ 

If me ye find your mazorsemptie i i 
T^ot one o/you doth reft content y 

Hut cals for fre/h replen/Jhment • . . 

t r nto bis nouice or applefquire* 

Ant pleafeyou {sir) weferue jJ^e £>uirt 
But what's all your difcourfe and talk. . 
ofqueanes,and how the pots may walk 

As full of luft and want onnejfe 
As you your felues ofidlenefji 
Te mufe of ill in towne andjh 

Ant pleafeyou (Sir) weferue the Qm 

But thmkeyoufod ye ferue aright, 
His name bla/pheming day and night} 



fiomcfat benefice t 'acquire. 
' * pl^feyou (sir) weferue the^u 




To pray for fuch as are deceaft 

JndtoyourCouentfomethinggaur* , 
W 'h tie you nepray that God ye faue • 

And with his grace your hearts infoe, 
Antpleafe you {Sir) weferue the Quire. 

I'Htwhatafcruicecallyouthis? ^ 
If of )our commons ouvht ye miCTc ■ 

To make fuch murmuring and fuch brawlin. 
Enough to fa the world on fire g 

f*Yfyou(Sir)»eferucthe 

And hath no venue nor fcience, 
" iue to vexe womens com 

Vhch arc full nice inthe, 

Ant pleafeyou {Sir) weferuTthe Qm 
what auailetUt to go to Kirke ~® 
" fug the booke ofDauids werke • 



men padding is your chirf e deL . 
'"'Pl<*fiy°*{sir)weferuethe 



And thefeyour fongs melodious 



s 
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Arit pleafeyou (sir) weferue the guir*. 
12 But little auailes to fing with ijoyce, 

Except the heart fing and reioyce. 

It is but exercife of lungs, 

To fir aine your fides and wag your tung 
The while your mint t at kit chin fire. 
Antpleafe you (Sir) weferue the Jguire. 
i j But you in Jtead of worke dtuine, 

Befiferuice offer vnto wine : 

Their Ayresyou chant moft fweet andfrejh, 
And y foyott pamper may the flefh, 
Ton care not for the foule a brier, 

An't pleafeyou (Sir) we feme the <%ujre. 
1 4 But you are fo inordinate, 

So hoodwinck*d in your foule eftate % 
That not t he wifeH man aliue, 
Can argument fo well contr iue , 
T 'amend the life of Monke or Frier. 
Ant pleafeyou (sir) we ferue the t Suire 0 



1 5 But nought you giue, and all you take, 

Regardleffe how, and for whofe fake 
Of whom, or why, (fo that yo:* haue 




7 he thingyour greedy gut dot h craue.) , 
What care you Co j 'enrich the Priourf 



Antp 



eyou (Sir) we ferue the gmrt. 
\6 But neuer comes tt in your head) ♦ 

The facred fcriptures once to reade: 
To fltidy them, or marke their frame , 

To thinke thereon,or teach the fame 
Tournouices for thanks or hire. 

Ant pleafeyou (Sir) weferue the J>uire* 
iy For anfwer vnto the Subpriour 3 

The Conent faith there s not a Frier, 
But well accepts and doth fulfill 

This exhortation .heart and will. 
Obedient m child to fire, 
And all fay (Sir) we feme the guirt. 

1 8 But when I fay to him, or him, 

Why mtftyou firmon ,Frier Sim? 

Sir Giles, and you fir Gregory, 

Why preach you not the Gofpell? Why? 
An t pleafeyour worfbip faith the Fr/er, 
1 do my dutie in the Quire. 

1 9 Lsf nd thus they anfwer all and each, 



(What ere we fay, what ere we preach;) 

3<(or can the voice of man fo found ^ 
As their illguifes to confound: 
But fiillm an fiver they con ffircx 

An't pleafeyou (Str) we ferue the gnlrt. 
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But feeing I hauc honored the Laitie fofarre as to regifter their Hues and anions 
thus authentically (as it were)in thecourt roles,from point to point 3 I feare me 
I fhould be holden an enemy to our holy mother the Church, fomc lurking Lu. 
therm or odde Hugucnotcjk I mould not make as honorable mention of her obe- 
dient children the Catholike Cleai gy. 




CHAP. XXL 

Of the lechery and whore dome of the P opt ft cleargte. 
Irft therefore to begin with whorcdomc : let ys ice to what height 

it is grownefince MenotsxmtXstftliafedutla (iairh he fol.S 2, col.j.) 

quafuit per annum inch* fa cum facer dote cum poio & cochlcari (at bed 
and boord) hodie venit ad conftftonem : vis die ere quod eras debet tre ad 
dorm ten du cum Canonic ojvcl cu alio facer dot e>& fic per fetter are toto tempore vita fu&} 

Nforcoucr he faith that the firft prey that foul dicrsiougl it for whe they cntrcd any 
townc,was Pricfts lemans (or concubines. ) But if I durft be (b bold,I wold fpcake 
of the infamous tribute which was wont to becxa&ed of'Pricfts,to the end they 
might be dilpcnccd with for keeping of lemans,which hath al(o borne a lliamcful 
name. And fuch as defirc to know the originall of fuch fwect doings, may here fee 
it.In the firft Councclofr^<? (which was holdt(as the ftory faith) in theraigne 
of the Emperors ^Arcaditu and llonorm-. ) to the end it might appearc what holy 
fpirit was then prefident in Cpuncels among a nubcr of Prelates there atfcm bled, 

this canon was agreed vpon for thekeeping of Concublncs.Ctterumis quinon ha- 
Let vxorcm^rpro vxore con cub in am habet^ a communionc non repellatur 5 Tamen vt 

vmusmultcris, atttvxoris, ant concubin*, (vteiplacuerit) ft coninnclionc contentus. 

And about two hundred ycarcs after, /Jtdore(ns Gratianqnotcth him in his great 
dunghill ofdccrc(5,^/#.j*.)hath written hercofin the fe words :C/w/?/4//<7w/;^- 



[)( nriwas,fed ncc dtuufmml habere licit u eft ^tift vnam tan fitment 
vxorii (ft conutK dafyonenbimm. Whereupon Pricfts inferred , that feeing 
) liberty was granted to common Chriftians by vcrtuc of this text ,thcy which 
made others Chriftians had a larger priuilcdgc, and fohatic vtterly rcicclcd ma- 
nagers too ft 1 i*ft a rule. Rut as for keeping of concubines, they fo notorioufly a- 
bufed thcmlclucs and their neighbours witicy hat Germany (in the raignc of the 
f -mpcrour cJl^\7w/Y/.w)amongft many other gricuanccs againft the Church of 
Jtow(callcd Crauamina)cxhibhcd two to this effect (concerning the fgrefaid tri- 
bn te) grau.js . Infnpcr etiam clericos religiofofy &fec»lares } accepto ah etfdem annuo 
cenfnjublue cum ftm concubtntsjellicibm & alijs id ynm meretricibm tllevitime c$. 

h ^reltberof^ 

t«rpecuntafd&ftcerdote.< contwentes, & qui abfque concubine de V wt .concubina^ 

withiterconcubin^orivhc^ hauc further by fubrill Heights abnfedhoneft 

i^T' l '°X^ C thereof the Queene of Nauarre rel ;teth a very 
FrwiS 1 3 d tr3 § lca "^^y^ 1 ^ 1 ^ * ^ill here brrfly fct downe. There wasa 
Francifcan lodging in the lioufe or a gentleman of Vernon (whom the Frier ruled 



at 
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at his pleafutci and by reafon that he was his confcfTor,was very inward with himk 
who being priuio and after a fort author of the purpofe which the gentleman Jiad 



that night witbbis, wife, (deliuercd but j.wcckcs before) played Ijis part fqj 
well,thac he came before the appointed time jn ftcad of her husband. And hauing 

fatifficd his luft,went a ways Vnknowne ynto hcr,bccaufc he fpakc newer a word: §5 

going prefently to the porflfowillcd him to open t\\c gatc,and to lielpc him h h\i> 
hor!e,making him eaftly beleeue what he lifted,by repfo of the great credit he vv$s 
in. Afterward came her husband at the time appointedjwhere fhe(thinking it hac| 
bin he who was newly departed from her) could not refxaine, but. vfec| certain^ 
fpceches vn^ohirnjWherby he perceiuedthe knauifti part that had binplayd him^ 
And becaufc tliere lodged none in that part of the houfe but his wiues brother 
the Francitcan, he fufpeclcd the Frier, and hyed him ftraight to his chambcr,bu \ 
found him not, which greatly iucreafed his fufpition. But hauing fpdken with tfyej 
portcr,he was fully pet fwaded that it was he indeed. Whereupon hp returned bac!£ 
to bring his wife Word how the matter flood : which did fo exceedingly perple^g 
her.and driue her into fuch a defperate & furious fit,that being there all alone ftcj 



husband hauing left her to purfue the Frier; flic hangqd her felfc: and as me fttug^ 
led too and fro in the agony of this cruell death , flic killed her little babe , wit^j 
blow of her foot. Who being ready to giuc vp the ghoft, cried out fo loud, that it 
awaked a woman lying in the chamber, who hauing beheld this pitifull fpcdlaclc, 
all amaAd-ond affrighted ranne to looke for her miftris brother : who being comci 
and fceinghis fifter in this lamentable eftate, after many outcries and deepe fighes 
asked her wiio it was that had committed that horrible fa<5t 5 flie anfwered Hie knew 
not , but tnisflie knew for cetten,that none came into the chamber but hermar 
fterl Wh'erupon he prefently ranfockecj euery corner pf thehoufc to find him out; 
and finding him not,was the rather petfwaded that he and none but he had com- 
mitted the muithcr.Thereupon he toiokeborfe and hotly purfucd him, andw.at- 
ching him by the way as he returned from following the Francifcan (whom he 
couldnotoucitake) he nofoonerfawhim but callmg him daftard and villainc, 
drewvponhim. Theorhcr(hauingnoleifurc to 

^^^^^^ 

fault) wa^ fiarie to ftand vpon his guard . And thus they continued foining and 
fighting,tJill in the end,what with blecding,what with wcarinefftyiicy were cop*, 
(trained to furceafe. Then the gentleman vnderftanding of his brother jn law,tfrat 
he was innoccntand ignorant of the fa& , and hearing what, thefrancifcan had 
done, an^l howlhat whileft he was purfu jng him,thls other mifchiefe had happcr 
ned,he cciedhim mercy for wounding of him , and getting him on hishorlc (a£ 
well as he could) brought him to his houfe, w,here he died the nex^noi ning,con r 
feffing td his kinsfolks and acquaintance that himfelfe was the caufe of his ow^ 
death.Howbeit his Brother in law. was counfelN for fatisfyin^ of thejaw, to fee 

for his pardon tO King? Francis thclfix^ which hq jobWncd.By which ftpi y we ft 
diattheincirdinatchittofaMonke: was the deaths ofthrec pcrfon* . Butwcflia 
hereafter fere ofa rriorehorrlble faacommittfidtyanP^ 
Frier df mcfamc fry 4 whb With Ws own<? han&c^witted t jir^ ; murthcrs't^^ r 
chieue his mlfchicuoilsipurpbfe , • yhkb was to bm his pleafure; pf i ge^lewPr 
man of thffihoufe whercihe lay:for r fhfterTeaing.w^<?reof,t)is pu; ; pofc was tpcp,p T 

ueyhortolis <riueht;fcth^ 

terid tofp^ake of murthers and roanfl*ghters.Meaw:w 
needs fay b^ the way,that it m a« if fot th ins With^hoft 1 difpPngtFwqs ip mm 
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Church (when for deuotion rhey frayed fomcwhat longer then their fcllowcs) 



itifbme other place where they might do i t conueniently. As may appeare by that 
fctiowrie ftorie, of a gentlewoman who was relcued by her husband as flic palled 
byhishoufc coming from acoucntof the Francilcans (where (he had bin lone 
time prifoner) to go to another,therc to be exchanged for another woman* being 
condu&ed by certainc ghoftly fathers , apparelledandpoulefliome as they were~ 
But, left any mould thinke that there neither is, nor cucr was any fuch danger for 
gentlewomen to fa!! into the hands of thefe falfe Fryers : I am not in fuch haft but 
that I can tell you what befell a butcher of Strasbourg!) ,fome few yeares before' 

the Franctfcans were expelled thence. How that hauing loft his wife, & thinking 
flic had bin dead (and fo flic was indeed to him , but not to the Franctfcans who 
kept her cum poto & cochlears , at bed and boord,as CMenot fpeaketb) feein» a No- 
ijice which came ordinarily to the fliambles with a ghoftly father , he was wont 
to fav,that hedid fo we! rclemble his wife,that had he not bin perfwaded (he were 
dead, he fliould thinke it was Hie difguifed in ftrangc attire. In the end it was well 
fcnowne that the poore butcher had good caufe to thinke fo:and that this nouice 
that is to fay,one that wore the habit of a Francifcan nouice, was his wife indeed* 
whom he thought hehad loft. Which vile villany God in hisprouidence fuffered 
fiotto be detected till that theabufes ofPopifli rcligio were difcouered for which 
as weir the Franctfcans as the other Monks, together with all the Cannibals of the 
Crucifix were expelled the citie. Many other examples there arc of thelike feates 
which thefe good vpholders and fauourcrs of Saint Francis were wont to plav 
And the forefaid Queene of Nattarre recordeth a plcafant ftory to this purpofe of 
two f"«w/W who (becaufe they neucr carry mony about them) would needs 
nauc Muiflicd their ferry woman ,and payd their fare in that payment : howbeit 
their good will (which they could not put in execurion) was for that timereputed 
$r the deed. Bur fith this good PrincciTc hath done vs and fucceeding pofte- 
ri tie fo great a p feafu re, as to take the paines to record certaine ftorics as pregnant 

omitthe«npftnotablcofa!Ithereft,vi Z . of a Francifcan in a towneof/V/W 
whoatthe>m^ 

be for himfdfeand his fellow Frier, making fcruplc to fit at table with the reft 
Of the gucfts . yet made no con fcience afteffupper to go to bed w ith he brfde i 
huimlme, taking the fame paines with her incharitic "which he knew thebridS 
groome meant to take. Notwithftanding I may not omit a fine frateXeTvt 
franafcan whe jmaried his companion to an Italian gentle woman anJ? cun * 
mngly handled the matter that he had fiue hundred duckats foSines whS 

nion flie had concerned of him f™ ™r™ If u P ur P ofe ' conC denng the good opi- 
dcrJhcvfedthisfSlW Mf °r f ' he ^ Wt . deuotion flle b « «o bis L 

God hath fen. his Ai^SB^2JJZ^ P " f r d f d (( I uoth he >** 

^urd^rerft^ 

yong 
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Z h }^% h l h ^M^^i M denier fo^-Sf Z 

I would breake the matter vnto you^fe; fie* the pteface whhfb this 2* 
ther vfed tt> this filly vmldow Buttofeta faircgloivpon 

of Ins fr.*«Us whom his encmie wouW Ihaue'flain^elwIiSjS.^ 
hauc parted the fray : butu fo fortuned that his friend fiue thebtfcei • XSLn 
(though he had ftriken neucr a ftroake) he fled the CountreJ b^ftS "X" 
fen, at the murthcr ■ artd by the aduiceof his kinsfolkcs hath withdrawn" him PeSi "™« W 

into this city in a fcholleis amre.wherc hecoritinues as a ftranger vnkiiown™&is ""J* - ? 

hopeth they will do veryfhortly. And, therefore the mariage muff fecretlv be fo- km ' k '" * 

Icmnizedjandyou muff permit him to frequent publickc Lcflutes in the A*» 

rime and euery night «o fupand lodge with W^oId^tfoS"? 

probability .r .all tfi.s talc,(forastheeommonfayibgis,Itis an eafiemattertode-T;, Jbe 

ceiuc where thereis nodeceit) fo that vpon thefecobditions they were betrothed SStoT 
the fame day and at Mafic after midnight were maried , and .IkISZ^ 
confummatejiucd together(fora time; with muwall loue and likingonlof ano-"""'"- 
thenfo that hermother^ faid,(liehad'.greateaufeto thdnkGod.But/)^^^,/: 

^vttoedmthe^fiebythisfohoneft a younggentleman ^whb was botl/a 

Frtnafim & a MalTe-prieft) began to mane the maritct. For this new maried mi- 

fins going with her mother to heart MafTe in the coucnt of the/>4»«/W, c 

cording to the great deuotion whidh flic bare taSainr -Frmck, as hath bene hid 

as this gentle Sir Mm turned himfclfc to fay Dommui vMfmm flic noore fo ilr 

vvas ftriclcen with greater aftonifli ment then euer bel-founder wktcll ne her mo- 
ther that the Prkfl which faid malTe was her husband , at leafl one2" g muchT 

lembled him. Her mother making grfatfcruplc once to imagine that fuch holy 

men would vfc fuch faife dice,and thinking with.ll that fuch a thought could nor 
be entertained without a mortal! finne, laboured to draw her daughter from that 



opinion.But !te t mifja «f//,ftrutkeit dead.For turning himfclfc the fecond 



did not onely confirmc her in her opinion, but made her mother alfo of the fame 
mind:whonotwithftanding would not fully belceue it till the cucning, that flic 
came and found him i in i bed with his wife . where (according to the pfot whic h 
hey had laidjfhe held his handsas thougli it had benein fpor^whileft herdaupl" 
tcr pulled ofifhis night-cap. Vnder which finding his fliauen crownc,thev neelea 
not to make any further doubt whether he was a Prieft or no, but rather to deuif c 
how they might be reuenged as wel of him as of the ghoftly father*whom the old 
gentlewoman fent for without delay, making as though fhc had ibmegrcat fecrtt 
to imparr ynto him . In the end fhe deliuered them ouer into thi Iucfees hands 
who (doubtlefTe) would neuerhaue fuffered them rohauccfcapedfofcotfree as 
they did,but that they were corrupt at the core.-as the Queene of?(auarre raitlvfti 
the end of this narration . But I heard afterwards in Italy, thar they acquit them 
vpon fmall penance. For in times paft they madc confeience (as we know) to lay 
hands vpon thefe holy men; nay they were glad to rid their hands of mermand to 
turnc them ouer to their gardians,to be difinilTed in pace , or otherwi/e dealt with 

as they fliould thinke good.And fithencc wc are fpcaking of Italy, \ wij hae Ihicn! 

the 
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tte titery of that lecher who played theknaue with omBeremr, wifean ItalUn 
Mar qucfle.T his houfwifc(neuer reipeflmg the noble houfe whence flic was def. 
ccnded)playcd the harlot withoneof her Chaplaines (though a very dandiprat, 
and cxcccdindy deformed.) But this companion efcaped not fo fcotfree as his fel- 
lowcs.For brii ig bewrayed by the barking of a dogge, he was taken and ftripped 
ftarice naked,and had that part cut off wherewith he had offended. Which happe- 
ned in the time of Pope stettea the eight, about the yeareof our Lord 941. But to 

tcturne to Francifcans : I haue not forgotten the h iftory of the gray Frkr (calling 

himfelfcSaint /r^w) who played his part fowell with a filly fuperftmouswo- 
man,that Hie admitted him to her bed : but before he could bring his rcfolution 
to execution ,the cur tainc was drawne,and the play ended othcrwifc then he ex- 
pe&ed,and by thofe whom he ncucr fufpe&ed. For Saint Peter(as porter of Para- 
radiCe) and Saint Tkomat(zs one who would neucr haue beleeued fuch a matter) 
came to fceke him eucn to his beds fide, and fent h im packing after another man. 
ner then he came thither.I haue not(i fay) forgotten this ftory,but referuc it tohis 
proper place. 

Now thefe gallants not content to play the knaues in graine,and to exceed 

all the ruffians that euer entred the Huleu of Paris in obfecnitic of fpecches and 
filthy conuerfation,haue bin bold (and that in open pulpits) before the crucifixc 
and all themen and women Saints there prefent (keeping demure countenances 
in looking on and faying nothing) to vfe fuch modeft talke as were enough to 
make ajl the whores (at leaft the curtizans of Venice and Romt)xo blufli for fhame. 
WitneiTc a Francrfcan of Tours , who preaching vpon Eaftcr tuefday in a village 

ailed S.CMartm U beau ,nigh the citie Blere in Tour awe, and recommending him 

fclfeand his futevnto them/aid, Madamcs,! am bound to giue you tbankes for 
your liberality to our poorc couent.But (ball I tell you t you haue not considered 
ofallourneccflitics. And then hevfidfuchavillanousfpeech,thatis,(bbcJee- 
ming his cloifter (according to the old faying, c/f wart u not to lookc for grapes of 
thornesyor figs of thistles) and fb vn worthy all chaft earcs,that 1 will not ftaine my 
paper therewith . And if perhaps I forget my felfc (b much in other places as to 
blot- paper with the like, I fliall defire the Reader not to take offence thercat,nor to 
gather thereupon thatltakeplcafure in the recitall of fuch hideous and horrible 
villani?S} but to perfwade himfeifc that the onely defire I haue to decipher out vil- 
laincs by their villanics,and wicked men by their wickednctTe (to the end that the 
knowledge of them may breed a bitter dcteftation of fuch monftrous abomipati- 
on)hath moued me to imitate the Lace demom 'an j,who teaching their children fb- 
brictie and temperancc,fliewed them their flaues drunken,that feeing their beaft- 
ly bchauiour,thcy might in their youth grow to a lothing and dcteftation of their 
drunkennefle . Notwithftanding if there be any curious head,dc firous to know 
what this rotten fpecch was,which the Monke vttered , he ftiall find it( with fun- 
dry others) in the narrations of the Qucene of Tiauarre, whofe meaning (in pub- 
Iifliing thofe ^ouueiles) was to let poftcrity vndcrftand the notorious wickedneffe 
of thefe falfc Friers ,who were reputed not only honcft men,but euen pety Saints. 

Now as the Satyrifi fakh.Nemorepente fust turpi ftmtufoit is ccrtcn that theirloofc 

licencious life & diflblute demeanour hath dayly increafed & growne by degrees. 
But we haue feene it in the ruffc^fpecially fithencc this rafcall rout is come to this 
paflTe,todcfirc(asonewriteth)thatthey might be permitted in their confeffions 
to handle thofe parts & members of the body, which had bin inftruments in com- 
mitting the finnc w hich they confefTed. And when a Bifhop told one of them(that 

had 
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had put vp this petition) what an abfurd and (hamcfull thing it would be for men 
and women to Ihew th ir priuities: he anfwered, that if ic were accounted no clif. 



fty for con feffors 



ftant with the eyes 



mind (which arc far more pure and precious rhen the eyes of the body ) not ondy 
the parts Sc members of the body which had committed filthinctfe,but the filt hy 

fad it (elfe difdofed and layed open vntothem in holy fhrift 5 much Idle ought ic 
to be thoughta dilhoneft or vnfecmly thing to behold and view them withthcir 
bodily eyes.Furchcr,heallcadgco*that theconfeflbr rcfcmbling the fpirituall Phi- 
fition.ought to feele his patient as well as the bodily Phifition doth his. And thefe 

-like feoff es he burnifhed with blafphemies , prophancly abufing the 
words ot our blefled Sauiotir,<70 and fiew thyfe/f \o the Prtefix as though the I ewes 
had bin accuftomed to ftrip off their clothes, and fhewthemfdues naked to the 
Pricft.But to returne to thefe iolly Preachers: what modeft fpcechcs(think we) vfe 
they iii pi iuar,whc they vfe fuch obfeene fcurrility in publik? When I fay in pritwt, 
I meane not onely their owne cloiftcr>,but the cloifters of their moft deare,Iouii?» 
and wclbeloucd filters: for their mancr was to build them ncare together. Where? 

upon a merry companion tookc occafion to fay, I fere is the barm, and there are the 
threfhers. Which puts me in mind of that which a ieafter once faid to King Henry 
the fecond: for when it was debated which way they might beft furnifli the King 
withmony, he propounded two. The fit ft was, that if the King would let him 
weare his crowne by courfe,he would furnifli him with two millions ofgold.Thc 

fccondjthat he fliould giue commaundemcnt that all Monks beds fliould be fold, 
andthemonybroughtvntohim. Whereupon the King asking him where the' 

Monks fliould lie when their beds were fold? with the N unnes,quoth he. Where- 
upon the King replied; But thou confldcreft not, that there are nothing fo many 
Nun tics as Monks. To which he had this anfwer at his fingers cnds ; Ir is true,if it 
pleafe your HighncfTc(faid he; bur eucry N un can wcl lodge half a dozen Monks 
at the leaft. 

• ; 3 But how comes it to pafTe (may fome fay ) rhat tlicfc poore Francifcans arc 
nw* commonly flouted and played vpon then the other fry of Friers? Verily it is 
not for want of examples as well of other Monks as of fimplefir jibutbecaufc 
they bcare the world in hand that they haue afcended a note abouc Eli, and attai * 
tied a greater degree of holincfle then the reft of this rable,therfore they are more 
narrowly looked into then the reft. And when the beft of them all (whoboaf t 
themfduestobemoftholyjare not worth a rufli , it mtift needs follow that the 
reft are bad cnough.NcucrthcIeiTe,for his fatisfa&ion who might haply make fuch 
an obic&ion ,1 will alleadge fome rare examples of fimplc Sir Johns ^Im is,of fuch 
as are not Monks , but finale foled Pric-fts . Pirft then we arc not to wonder thai- 



thefe gallants (efpecially Curatsand Vicars J fliould go into cut ry mans houfe 
take toll of their wiucs, feeing all men almoft(at leaft the gr< ateft part)kcpt open 
houfe for them, and put them in truft with their wiucs, makingaccount that they 
had to deale with their foulcs onely ,and not with their bodies. In fuch fort that a 
fimplc fbt finding a Sir lohn at worke with his wife,durft hardly bdceue(for are 
of committing a mortal! iinnc)thar he came thither for any bad intent . Which 
women knowing wc 1 enough ,\verc not to fiekc for an cxcrjfc when they chanced 
to be found at vnawarcs with their good Curate: as wc haue formerly alleadged 
examples of their craft and fubtilty in playing falfe with their husban 
as of ten as they were t 

quaintancc . But let 



rken napping in the fad with one or other of their kind ac 
/s fee what lubtill Heights Pricfts and Monkcs had in thei 

bud 
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budgcts,to paflc their wicked purpofes , when they met with any obftacle or rub 
in their way.lt is reported of two or three good fellowes (one of which was a kind 
Curate in aburrough-towncfituatein themountainesbetwccneD<f»^/Wand 

StfWj) who counfcUcd the good wiues of their parifh to faine themfelucs to be 

poffelTcd , that when their husbands went on pilgrimage for the difpoflcffing of 
them , they might commit them to their cuftody till their rcturnc , that fo they 
might not be niggards of their ftoles,nor their other infti umcnts which might do 
their wiucs good.We rcadc alfo of fundry otheri through whofe counfcll women 
haue faincd thcmfelucs ficke of one difeafc or other, \v hereunto their fcxe is vfii- 
ally fubiccljthat vndcr colour of applying to them their rtlikcs,thcy might apply 
vntothem fome other thing. AsaMinoritc Frier in Sicily fcrtied theyong wifcof 
an old Phifition,namcd Agatha.Yox fhc hauing in her conf eflion Jayd open to this 
Monke fome part of her mind , as namely that flic bare no great affection to her 
husband : and hauing giucn fufificient intimation fat Ieaft to one of lo quickc 
a conceit,as without cafting of her water could (bone percv iue where (lie was pai- 
ned) that flic, longed for change of pafturc,was pcifvvadcdby him (before he bad 
abfolucd her) that the next day when her husband was gone to viht his patients, 
Hie fliould faine her felfc ficke of the mother (as indeed fhc was fomcwhat fubieft 
vn to it)and that flic fliould call for thehelpcofmy Lord SMrnardim .-which fhe 
did. Whereupon they in treated this Minorite to bring the miraculous relikes 
ofS.Bfrnardwejnd apply them to this poorc patient. 1 he Frier being glad that 
his plot flood in fo good terms /orcflowed not his bufincfTe,but coming ftraight 
to her beds fide,and finding more witneflcs there then he defired , told them that 
he mud begin with holy fhrift , which was enough to make them all voyde the 
roomejfo that there only remained his companion and tlicgentlcwomans maid. 

And then was it time both for miflris and maid to go about other matters then 

confcffion.Now as they were hard at woikc,thc poorc Phifition came home(not 
giuing the pedlar of relikes fo much time as to pur on his breeches , butonely to 
leapc out of bed) and finding thefc two confers fo nearc his wife, beganne to 
fcratch his head, not daring to fpeakc all that he thought. But it ft ruckc him to the 
heart (poorc foule) when after their departure he found one of the Confcflbrs 
breeches vndcr the beds head, as he was tricking vp his wiucs pillow. 
morall was well handled, fo the play was farre lit tt( racked. For his wife prefently 
presenting him faid:Swcethusband,bccaufc therelique of blcOcd J. Bernard™ 
hath rccoucrcd me, I defired the Confcflbr to lcaue it with mc.fcaring a relapfe. 
The Frier being ad ucit. fed by the maid of the flatting hole which hcrmiftrishad 
found (to the end that the Cataftrophe might be anfwerable to the Prologue)!* 
h2 2 T^S 1 ^ and chi ™»g of bels , with crofTcs and 

pZS T? aniC , Wlth 3,1 l , hc fl y of ll,cil fratemit y> ™! namely with the 
hX S l° U i C; and ha , U ! 118 tal S Cn tl ™ 0Ut of a hhc cI °™ (in which 

the ficke foule liad wrapped them) he caufed all the tenders by to kiftc them, and 

Sd!^^^^^^ haUin8lavd thcm V P in a ^Hne,d par. 
nor 

port hat the breeches or S. Francis couercd the knaucry of the brecchef which 

k^il^t$: Wh0 « nfi v? m ha ? fr ° m aP ^Cwith whomfhehad 
laycn mat night) to take one of her Nuns in bed with her Pinmor- in ftnHnf h^r 

vailes (which fome call the f falter) fhc for hafte out on tf , S u V u 
head . which thn " n • V * n nc 11 ,c ' ts oreches on her 

head , which the poorcNunne ftraight perceiuing,as flie was to rec< iue her bent* 

dicise 



But 



dicta (ftSri he points bf the breeches? bang d6w®r " btt cither fide, 1 ) Madame (faid 
fl i c J fi r flfcy o ur eoifetf dhd'then I will bc» cortttfitt^I to hearc whatfocuer adtffo- 
nitibnyblHmall giueme' i with tho^hfe Abbatc^^ctfued wMt it was, thkt (hit 
had iilc^riftdcrate]y<put vpbn herhc*a , jattdtheW!r£bn changed feecopie «tf her 



c 



yunteha , flee,and Wa&'ifeght inafteinef 'key. in this jbfiftory there is'orte remaVka 
ble point,: which I may<not omit? 'WfcWein all-agf<& Which rebate the famc^irf 



gf<& Which tmic tht farrtd {tA 



though tliey yaty fQitit%that in othtfr^reuniftah^^vki'ho^his iolly Mmotite 

prewnceof fliriUing her,tooke oebfidn tO'Hb With heri^Tbfelfay 



be marked, becaufe it confirmeth-the faying '«of tliat g66#old PreachcrY?- 

liutr MaiUardwho complaineth that after thefe gallants haue hcafd womens con- 

feffion9,and learned who they be that follow the odciipation,they winafter them. 

tuditis confefsiotics mnlimtm , dcirtde curriti's'pdjt-fas. Howbett we haiie more 
auncierttandauthentkall tefti monies hereof. LWi^/^aFlotV*ntine reportettl 
that there Was an Eremite at Padua a\\£di^tifw»ritis(\n the niigne of Francis the 
fcuenth,Dukc of that city) who being held to be a holy mau,cofruptcd many wo- 
men (thofe efpecially which were defcended of n^blc houlesj)' ahtl all vnder co- 
lour of confeffion. And he addeth a very pleafantflea'ft , how th'it When this Ere- 
mite was detededjie was brought before the Duke^Who hauing examined hirri,, 
caufed his fecrctary to know of him the names of art the womeWhich he had'abu. 
fed.Who after he had reckoned vpa ^e9t numbed,- filch efpecially as referred to 
the Dukes pallace , he fayd, he had t6ltl all. But tlfct Sccretaric ftill Vrging hirritci 
confcfle more , and to conccale neu$>a one. Th^'fbore Eremite fetching a fbr- 
rowfullfigh,fiiid, Why thin (Sir) wiltytovrieywytont' mfe. At which words the 
Secretary was fo aftonifliid, that the peri fell Out oMnis- fingers. The Duke on the: 
other fide was almoft rcfblucd into laUghtcr.Butfo onait thcfe cxamplcsrdaily ex - 
perienccdoth fuificiently (he w,that auricular contfcfEbrfferued Priefts and Monks 
in ftead of nets to catch women withalLFor my part 'I remember wel,Ionce heard! 
a Prieft at Paris vpbraided for lying with a wotrflfri ' irt^thc Church prefently after 
liehad (hriucn her.IhauealfbheardoPaCuratdiit'arctor/^^in/)^/^ 
was taken (about twelue y cares fi nee) playing the: knaue behind the high Alrar 
on good Friday ,vvith a woman whoiii he had vnder henedicite^mxh whom he had 
often playd the like pranke. For punifhment of which offence he was fenrenccc 

by the Bifliop of the Dioccffc not to fing MafTe for a certainc time. V V hich put? 

me in mind of a giicuous punifhment which an Italian Bifliop in fl idled vpona 
Prieft (about forty yeares ago) for his cruel handling ofa poore tradefmanjn bca- 
ting him moft barbaroufly beyond all meanc and meafure, viz.that he fhould noi 

fet foor in any Church for the fpa.ee of three moneths ♦ VVhich fentence the ma 
giftratc of the place percciuing to beoucrpartially giucn in the behalf of the Prieft 

fo encouraged the poorc man vnderhand, and heartned him fo#n , that he was 
fully rcfblucd to be reucnged. Neither failed he of his purpofc: for meeting with 
his Sir lohn in a place where he was not able to make his part good, he beat him 
well and thriftily ,reftoring him his blovves with aduantage.For which fact being 
complained of ro the magiftiate 5 hc commaunded him that he fliould nor fet fool 
in any taucrnc for three moneths after. VVhich fentence of the magiftratc when 
it came to the Biflions carchc was much offendcd.Howbeit the maciffratc (whe 



knew well what he had done) was not mute nor vnprotiidcd of an anfwer,but re- 
plied in this fort: Say 3 (I befeech you my Lord)do yot) not thinke it a greater pu- 
niflimcnt for him which is wont ncucr to lie out of the Taucrnc, to be forbidden 
to ro thither for the fi>ace of three moneths . then for a Prieft to be debarred 

K foi 
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fig* t|wce moneths from coming to Church, which he makes lb li.tle account of 
that be could be content for a final matter neuer to come tbereal hip Jifefongf This 

ftqry I was the more willing to record, becaufe it doth fo well excmplific the light 
penance which the other Bifbop enioyned the wicked Prieft 3 who was fo impu- 
dent to play the fornicating Frier (I fay nor in the Church 5 but)hai d by the higl" 
Altar 5 not vpon Shrouc-tuefday,but vpon good Fryday^goldcn fryday.holy ft. 
day, vvhcnallmen arc weeping full fore andbitteily fbf the poore god which is 
keptin prifontwherein fo much as tolaugh,isaccounted a venial fmne: and which 
is more,in thefight of all the he and me Saints in the Church, who turninp their 
faccsafide for mame,could notwithftanding fee them as well behind as before* 
To befhortjwho committed fucha crimc,fbr which he deferucd(to fpeakeaccor 
dingto their cannons) to die Hue hundred deatbs,if it were poffible . And not" 
withftanding this fo light and (light a punimmen^the Legate of Amnion thought" 

it fogreatand fogrieuou^that he rcleafed him thereof. So that M.C«rate plaved 
the knaue againe with the fame woman, and in the fame place more freely then e- 
uer bcfore,tn fpigh t of all that fpake againft it s neither did he furceafc from fineine 
his ordinary MafTcs which were found as fauory and toothfome,yea as eafie to b! 
digefled by thofe which greedily feed vpo fuch froth,as the MafTes of the maiden: 
heft Pricff of them all. Now who fo lift to make diligent inq uiry into all the kn* 
uenes commuted by thefe Church-men,mall find them almoft in finite. But their 
puniuimcnts fo exceeding rarc,and (for the moft part)fo flight and flender thatit 
was in a maner nothing but mecre mockery. Whereof to omit other teftimonieT 
we haue a notable prefident in the Francifcans of Orleans, after that honSe and 
execrable inmoftureof theirs,which wasfince notoriouflyfcnown to al the™ 
- But leaning this difcoui fe, let vs returne to the whoredomes of thefe Ton 
companions^ to the end itmay appeare that they though t fcorne to be inferior 
o their Prelates in that occupation , let vs heare an inceft in the higheft 35? 
comity a Pneft as it is authentically recorded in the late Queen ofSS 
narrat,ons,yetnK)rebrieflythenitistherefetdowne. In a XS<& 
called cW A a maid (that is,one thatwas a maid by tecSSSS 
common opinion) fitter to the Curate of the paiifljas found to Khffl 
And becaufe (he led a very holy life (in outward abearance) iTt^kZ^Z 
mon people eafily belceuc that fhe was great with child bvthchcTvCh^a Ta 
that flic was another virgin Mary Thi^Ln ?J i Y noI y G n° ft > and 
ri i c ! c V Fr ima *J- *msiumor blazed abroad.came to thf<»ar«nC 
Char Us Earle ^of Angoulefme (father to King Francis the fir ft who fern cem ne of 
his feruants thither to make diligent inquirv tin -renf |J! i 2 ? c ^ rt ?, ,ne ot 
not well,but that there was fome i^c ffil am^& ? a "r Went 
the wench (being about 1 2. ya^^^^f^'}? vMe V^^ 

rare(herbrother!vponl^E 

fworne , anfweurd / take the bojTJJTj rrun > nd ™cn the fecond time 

purnymaflersjdy^ 

uing fo faicUhc 1 eceiued I the c^fta^oT^ T ikrl ^ M ^ 

oath,returnedbacka g aineandS 

not without caufe that flic vfed that form* 7 J , of » vlz ' that n was 

tOHchedhermonthenlXX Sort "^""erof oath , //^^^ 

that her brother had gotten he wi h ch^ ^ 

commaundin. thctn toimffift r \t» fV*\ hc ? nt rhcm back *Z™> 

50 mat both of them were burned ccrtaine day es after 
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flic was dcliuered. Wereade alfo ofoncTW* Abbot of ^/W^whofir.^ 

contented to kcepe three paramours) had two children by his owne fifter. 

5 But toeafe my fclf uf furthei labor,in collecting out of fundry authors that 
which might fcruc my put poferl will for this prefent content my felt with a fhort 
trcatifein French ( wherein this ftory is fetdowne) taken out of an Knglifli booke 
containing an muentory(or catalogue; of the villanies dilcouered in the vifitatio' 

ofMonaftcncs^Couents^olIcgiateChurches^nd other religious houles in lin- 
gland.by the comandement of king Henry theeighf:where(tolet pafle their other 
knaucnes) the whoredoms,adulteries, incefts and fodomies of Prieflfs and Monks 
of thofe houfes are fet forthwith their names and firnameSjas it here followed) In 
the Monaftery of Belle ox Battel in the Dioces of cMvto^thefe Sodomites w<-rc 

foundatthc firft vifltation,/A Abbot Richard ' Salchurfl $ homo* CuthbertJV/lluim 
March, lohn Hafting, Gregory Champion , Clement freflfidd, John CrofftyThomx* 
Crambwke, Thomas Bayltyohn Hamfieldjohn iherom .Clement Grigge, Richard To- 
uey , and lohn Aufiine . Other Sodomites in the Church of Canterbury among the 
Monkcs of Saint Benet are thefe, RschardGodmerfl)an 9 William Litchfield, Chnjlo- 
fher lames John G aldington, Nicholto Clement JYilltam Ctipftonjobn Ambroftp ho* 
ma* Farlcg y and Thomas Morton. Other Sodomites in the Cathedrall Church of 
Chiehejlcr, lohn Champion and Roger Barham. Item,in the Monaftery of Saint Ah. 
gttfline, Thorns Barham fodotnite.Thc catalogue of whoremafters and adnlrereis 

is too long 3 and therefore I will fpeakeonely of their ftouteft champions, that is, 
of thofe who kept many whores: ibme of which,likc towirc-buls, not contenting 
themfelues with a round halfc dozcn,had nine^ others eleuen, (in remembrance 
of the cleuen thoufand virgins) others thirtccnej and fome twenty. But becaufe I 
will not depriue them of the honour giuen to their fellowes, thefe are their 

names. In the Church of Canterbury among the Monkcs of S.Benet , Chrtflopher 
lamp played the whoremonger onely with three maried women. William Abbot 
of Brtjloiv had but foure whores , whereof one was mailed. Jn WmdCox Cafl Ic 

'Nicholas Whyden prieft,had but foure. In the fame place George Whitethorne had 
hvcJXicholas spoter Hue, Robert Hunnefxuc^Robert Danyfon fixejichard 'Priour of 
xJiUydenbeadley fiue. In the Monaftcry of shulbred in the Diocefle of chichefler s 
George Walden Priour had icuenjohn standney fcuen JNjchoUs Duke fiiie . In the 
Monaftery of Bathe^Richard Limombe had feuen, whereof three were maried: fie 
was a Sodomite bcfides.In the Cathedrall Church otchichcjlerjohn /////had but 
thirteene.This is much (may fome fay :) but what is it to lohn Whites Ptiour of 
Bermondfiy, who had twenty < It is commonly thought that there were aboue 
4co.Couents of fundry forts of Monkcs and Nunnes in England (befides thofe 
that belonged to the begging Pi iers,which were nigh two hundred.jNow Ictthe 
Reader calculatc.how many bafbrds there were then in England^ meane Monks 
baftards begotte of ftrumpctsc' And if there had bin a vifitation of ineligious hou- 
fes throughout France y ltaly and Spatneat the fame time,let the Reader iudge what 
fwect doings would haue bin found. At the fame time \ fay,becaufe their dealing 
in the darke was not then fb plainly difcouei cd and layd open,as it hath bin of late 
time : and therefore they had fan e better meanes to defray fuch chai ses , and to 
blcare the eyes of the world jthen eucr they had fince . Hitherto 1 haue laid no- 
thing of Germany: for albeit it be of greater extent thenany of the former, yet it is 
thought to haue bin more barren of fuch baftard flips (I meane thefe Friers brats) 
and lefle peftcred with fuch vcrmine. Howbeit wc need not doubt but that the y 

alfo haue followed the game as well as their fellowes. At leaft this wereade in the 
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arraigncmcnt of the lacobins of Berne , that they were found fcafting and making 
merry in the Couent among fine dames 3 notin the habit of Monks,butof gentle- 



men 



6 l : ui thcr,there go fundry other reports of Francifcans and lacobins, who 
haue bin t.ikcn leading their (trumpets about with them attired like nouices. And 
verily it was a politick couric of rhcirs,to permit their difpling Friers to leadc noui- 
ces about in this fort r for vndcr that pretext they had ( ahvaycs a Ganimede ora 
whore by their fide. Howbcit I perfwadc my (elfc that fincc a Francifcans nouice 
wasdcliuercd of a child in a ferry boate,as they crofted ouer the riucr Garttntnafy 
faft almoft as ftrangc as the dcliucry of Pope /<w/w)they haue bin a Iitle more wary 
in obferuing the old rulc,S/ non cajlejamcn caute 9 If not chajllyjet charily, 

7 Now it is not of late yeares oncly (in this agc,or in that wherein UUenot li- 
ued) that thcfcftoncdPricfts haue manifefted by their praftifes, how the poore 
people wereabufed,in beleeuing that there was as great difference between them 
and Seculars in regard of flefhly concupifcence, as betwecne cocks and capons. 

For in a booke written againft the Carmelites ^bout thcyearc 1 270. (called The fry 
dart) this (to omit other particulars) was layd to their charge.The principal caufe 
of all your gadding to and fro,in towne and country ,is not to vifit the fatherleffe, 
but dam (els ;not widowes which arc in griefc andanguifli offpirit 5 butyong wan- 
ton wenches and Bcguincs,Nunncs,and naughty packs . He that thus reproued 
and admoniflicd them,bcing the gcncrall of their ordcr,who fince that time refig. 
ned vp his place,and fotfooke his cowlc alfo,as fomc afrit mt.Guil.de fan a 0 Amorc* 
who liued about theyeare n5<5.faith n<Ucfle 5 Thc begging Friers (faith hejleade 
Beguines aboot the country with them,which way foeuer they gorgrouding their 
pratf ifc vpon the place of S . Paul.fiaue we not power to (cade about a (iftcr,* wtfeSee 
herc(gcnrlcReadcr)whatthcfefilly foules faid in thofedayes. B u t what would 
they haue laid (may we thinkc)if they had heard of fucha fry of fornicating Fry 
ers,as hath bin mentioned? Morcouer , to the end they might more finely flout 
both God and men, they haue made no bones /that I may addeone thine more 
touching their Legumes whom they caried about with them) to forge and ' 
religion, according to which their Monks and Nuns (after they had made fome* 
proote of their continencyj lay wallowing together like fwine in the filth oftheir 
t ormcation : in the meane time bearing the world in hand,that though they com- 
panied together in this fort,vct that they were no more tempted with carnall con- 
cupilcencc then two logs of wood lying one by the other 

dint vn 2rr h r f tU n Pf r » ks ^ ^ thcfc F »«-^ckers. Now in win- 
ding vp of this Chapter I will refolue this one qucftion, Why Monks and Fryers 

arcv ^amxMkMf^i. One confidering dttir^^SdS 
SSXhT W ° rd ^ that is >^"> made rhefe verfes in imitation Jt 

Or ca lacobinsfordcltcrs, 

^iugufiins % Carmes Mrdeliers^ 




qu on votu nomme Beaux- fere. 



? 



Ceft qua t ombre du Crucef 
S ouuent fatfons filles ou filz, 
En accointant des belles meres. 

That is, 

Ife Jacobins .Carmelites \Cordeliers 
4"g»J!wes**rfd all ye fornicating \ 
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How came ye by theghoftly fathers names? 
For vnder \he Cruet fixe and hsgh Aubers^ 

Wewont to get vsfonnes and daughters i - 

In kind acquaintance with our ghoflly dames. 

But to leaue ieafting (for the author of this Hexaftich was merrily difJ>ofcd, albeit 
he (laundered them ( as weknow)but with a matter of truth:) I am of opinion 

that Beaux- feres is all one as if a man fliould fayBeaux-vieillards, Fdire old men^ 

which I do the rather thinke , becaufe k*aoI f » or K«xo/»f » (a word of the vulgar 

Greek) fecmcth to be corrupted of k<*a^ >tbat is faire y and yv? »t,xhat is an old man, 
which Epithete argues that they haue alwayes liued at their eafe. For we call him 
a faireold man,who maugrc his gray beard,is yet frefh and flouri(hing,thc fairc li- 
neaments of whofeftcc arc not wrinkled with labour & care. And verily Monks, 
efpecially mendicants (thole at Venice aboue the reft ) arc the faireft old men in all 

/Although there they be onely called feres>fatbers ,and not Beaux-feres, And it 
would (no doubt) be as goodly a fight to fee Monks in France, if they would let 
their beards grow as Italians do. Howbcit that which hath bin fpoken, is not that 
any man fliould cnuy them. 





CHAP. XXII. 

* t 

of the gluttony and drunkennefje of the Popijh cUargie* 

■ 

T is an old fay mg^Afres la fanfejvient la danfc, that is, After feafting 
followes dancing :and therforc it had bin more conuenicnt (as it may 
feeme) firft to haue fpoken of gourmandizing and drunkenncfle 
( as ringleaders to all wantonnes)according to my former difconrfe 
grounded vpon fundry ancient prouerbs. Howbcit I haue firft fpo* 
ken of lechery , relying vpon theauthority of luuenal, who faith that whoredome 
isofall other vices the moftancient,thoughit be fpoken more meirily then truly. 
Firft then to fpcake of the qualitie of meates before the quantitie, (that is, of lic- 
koriflwefle before gluttony) we need to go nci further then, to Theolegicallmne 
and chapter bread . For when we would cxprefle in dne word, the choifeft wine 
were eucn for a King,we mud haue recourie to Theologicallwtne . Likcwifc if the 
•queftion be touching thefineftand daintkft bread,likevnto that which wa> in 

thccitieof£r^,for which Oiiercury thought his paines well bellowed to come 

downc from heauen to make prouifion for the gods (if we may beleeue the F'oet 
Archettratus^ when all is done we muft come to Chafter breads meane the, right 
chapter ^rW.whcnce that which bakers fell at Pans hath borrowed the name but 
not thcgoodneftcjfauc in fomefmall mcafure.Wclthen,thisis agood beginning} 
for the teaft cannot be bad where there is good bread and good wine . Concer- 
ning meates , ccrten it is,that when we fay, Such a one fares like a Commif toner for 
flejh andfijh, we ought rather to fay,ffr fares like a Churchman f For, for w hon? are 
great Pikes bought at fix French crownes a pcecc, but for the daintic mouth of 
our holy mother the Chnrch^For whom (thinke we) did rippiers firft trot vp and 
downe the country s but for our holy mothcr?Howbeit,thcy do not(I muft needs 
confeiTc)eatefi(h and flefh both atonemeale^Cfor Phifitionscounfell them the 
contrary)but they commonly fit fo long at meate,tillthey be fo crammed with 

flc{h,that they are ready to burft; jpucfa like to Datfo men ,wbo when they kcepe 

R 3 their 
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their grand gaudeamm .make confeience to drink a drop of wine,till they be drunk 
with beerc.NcuerthelefTe there are many now adayes who kcepc their ftomackes 
for fifli till Lent.Howfocucr,it is not without caufe that we vfually lay The$Ugttal 
wine and abbots cheare#s we may perceiue by the defer iprion not of a dinner or 
fupper,but onely of a breakfaft ; and that not of an Abbot $ but of a Priour, in theft 
vcrfes: 

Vngros Prieur fin petit pis baifoit y 
Et mignardoit au matin en fa combe; 
T andu roilir fa per dm onfaifoit. 

Se ieuetcracbe^jmeutitjdrfe mouche. 
La ferdris vireiau felde broque en bouche 

Ladeuora.bienfauoit lafcience. 

Puis quandil eut prti fur fa confeience 

Broc de vin blancju meilleur quon eflife y 

UWon Dieu (dit ii) donne moy patience: 

£uon a de maux pour feruir fatntfe Eglifef 

That is, 

Kyi frgg* Priour kilt his pretty fon y 
And early danct him in his downey bed. 

tJMeane while his cooke makes due pn 
Ofaplumpe Partridge for the pur p oft 

He rifeth {pits } and fneez*th y blows his nofe: 
Tbefmokmg Partridge downe his gullet goes , 
Hot from the fftt. 

Then can he lay on hts large confeience y 

Charts of heft nine that cuer grape did make. 
O God (fay she) but grant me patience ', 
What toile we taken for the Churches fake? 

Whatfhall we fay then to thedinnersand fuppers ofthofe Prelates that baue a do- 
zen croficr ftaucs and as many mytcrs attending on them,if a paltry Priour hauca 
Partridge tohis brcakfaft < But marke how pitifully he complaineth of the hard 
feruice he enduretb vndcr his holy mother the Church^True it is,that another of 
thefamccoate made the like complaint,becaofc they would needs hauehimeate 
partridges, woodcocks, and fcafants without orenges. But you are to know (Sir) 
that this was a mytercd Bifliop, whereas the other was but a poore Priour. But to 

returne to our p. ouvbs.Theotogicatl wine and Abbots cheere o\pr flat s fare. Doubt. 

leue, without them we mould neuer haue vnderftood this excellent place in 

ft trace. * 

2{unces~i bibcndumjiuncpedc libero 
Pulfanda tellm : nunc faliaribm 
Ornare pu Ulnar deornm 
TemfM erat dapibusfodales. 

Noryctthisin the fame Poet: 




Kjtbfumet hares Caecuba dignior, 
S eruata centum clauibmx^ mero 
Tinge t pauimentum fttperbo 
P ontifcum potUre cants. 



veries,neare what the Gbjfe filth vpon the latter place word for word, <J«cr, dt. 



tit 
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citpotiorc(idc^ c*»hPMificumM<ft,quamquo Pontiles in misfits qui 
jcmperfumptmfiftmtfaerant (vnde nunc Theologium dicunt vimm) v ft turn Thus 
wefeehowgready^ beholdi fp m ^ 

lates As for ^ologtcaUwtn^ \ am not ignorant that it is greatly controuerted 
whether it mould becal^ 

for the common report is,that when they haue drunke deepe,fhcy agree no better 
then catsand dogs.But I will leaue thedeciding hereof to the mdiciall Reader -for 
I am not very certen whether it be true that they go to fifts when they are well tip- 
Ied,or not.Notwithftanding I remember that when the sorboniff, kept their con- 
uen tide on a time with the Xernardwesjnd that before they had drunke Cat Icaft- 
wife as they protefted,and indeed it was very early in the morning) after they had 
willed me, my AtturneyandPiofor toauoid theroome, for that they were to 
confult what anfwer to make to a letter which my decealed father had obtained 
of King Henry (wherein he had enioyncd them fomething which did no) pleafe 
them very wel): we faw them almoft ready to go together by the caressing wea- 
ned and hoaife aga^ 

haue bin fo bold as to haue related,had I not had two fufficient witneflbs thereof 
much more offended therewith thenmyfelfe, who before their comming had 
iomeincWing of their ciuilitic. And verilyif they had plucked one another by the 
beard, it fhould not haue bin the firft time * for they had done no more then the 
Bilhopof Caua & the Bifhop of Greguetto did once in a CounceLMorcouer, thefe 
two proucrbs call another to mlndyiz.tle face of an Abbot, which being an aunci- 
ent by-word, perfwadcth me that Abbots in old time had firy faces, Touching 
thcCardinallof thebottcls (or flagons) he may well thinke that 1 did him great 
wrong if I mould here forget him:howbeit I will not makca cuftome of it be- 
caufe it would make me remember the iniury and difgrace which the Italians 
commonly offer vs,in calling vs tofft-pots. Now if thefe iolly Prelates mall fay,thar 
when they make good cheare,their table talke is nothing but good and honcfh 
Oliuer UMaillard will tel them they lie in their throatcs, and that they talke of no- 
thing but of whoredomeand lecheryifor thefe arc his words,*W4/w admenfam 

Pralatofum vtl Dominorum magnatum , femper loquuntur de luxuriate! aliqutbus 
detrahunt, &illt qui villus loquitur dicitur melior. 

2 But here we arc to anfwer an obie&io which might haply be made againft 

that which hath bin faid:for fomemay fay that it is not vnlike but that Chanons, 
Priours,Abbots, and other the Popes grofTe gorbellies mould makegood chcare; 
and that they might well be accounted ftai k fbolcs if they did not thus pleafantly 
pafTe away the time,fceing that all the trauail they take,and fuitc which ihcy make 



for the obtaining of benefices and Ecclefiafticall promotions^ fbr no other end. 
As we reade of one who before he was Pope,was the molt crouching fubmifle 
Card inall that cuer was lodged in an oucn : for his manner was to eate vpon a net, 
as it were in way of deuout humility 5 but after he had obtained the Popedomc 
hecommaundedthem to takeaway the net, fay ing,he had caught that which he 
fifhed for.But as for fuch a lurry and rable of poore farthing Friers, who haue nei- 
ther rent nor reuenue,nor a footeof land toliuc vpon , who are therefore called 
pedlars of rel ikes, becaufe they liueonery vpoa thealmes of well difpofed pi»rfons 
and gran mercies : and thofe who are called Mendicants, that is,begging Fryers, 
what probability is there they mould haue wherewith to makegood chcarcf The 
obieftion (me thinks) is cafily anfwered if we call to mind the common faying, 
There Js no lift to the beggars wftt/tihey have lay doll their camels ttgtther. But no w- 

R 4 lbeucr 
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foeuer the my fiery of that fecret ftad,i t is not without caufe that we fay,£< is a frier y 
as who fliould fay, he is a good fellow and a bon companion^ who mindcth nothing 



but merrily to paflc away the time.Neithcr is it without caufe that we u as 
fattsa CMonkc. of which I haue ah cadyfpoken. Howbcit,we vie(I confeflejthis 




word A S in our prouerbs,as w hen we ivj^isf&t as a hogpv LsfsfatasA pig. And 
that there is indeed fome corrcfpondcnce, analogic or hidden fympathy between 
fwincand Friers , (taking Friers in puris naturaltbus) their good S. Anthony hath 

well declared, who being a fwinehcard in his life time, would needs at his death 
take vpon him the charge of a heard of Friers: (though they who runne vp and 
downe the country, crying, Haue you any thing to bellow vpon my Lord $. An- 
ionics fwine,make him a very fwineheard indeed: and as his Legend faith he was 
in his dayes an ^irchimandrite or gouernor of Monks: ) witnefle the Epigramrae 



enfuing 



Dicer is Antoniporcos pauiffe fubulcus, 

Viuus\adhuc M Machos lumine caffusalis, 
Parftuporingenij eft jventrify abdomen vtrifjy. 

Sorde pari gaudentjngluuiefy pari, 
liec minus hoc brut urn genus eji , mutumve fuillo, 

Nec minus infiptdum , nee minus illepidum. 
Cetera conueniunt ,fcd non lam error in vno eft, 
Debuerat Monachts glans cibus ejfe tuis. 

Which one hath thus turned, 

Once fed ft thou , An thony, an heard offivine, 
And now An heard of CMonkcs thou [cede ft St til • 
For wit ) and gut) alike both charges bin : 
Both louen filth alike : both like to fill 
Their greedy paunch alike. Nor w.u that kind 
Morcbeajllyjottijhfwnijhjhcn thislajl. 
All elfe agrees: one fault I onetyfind, 
ThoufeedeH not thy CMonkes with oken mafl. 

Another ScotMs made a Latin Epigram, wherein he makes fome doubt Whether 
the iwmcheardand gardian of Friers be thefame S.Anthony or not:but in theend 

he rcfol ucs the ca fe th us : 

Credible eft circen mutaffe potentibus herbis, 
InM onachofjj fues, in% pies Monachos. 

That is, 

Tis Itke that Circe by her frets deuinc, 

Hath turned fwine to Monkesjnd Movkes to fwine. 

But to fearch no further for moe teftimonies,let vs content our felues withoncof 
their ownc,comprifed in thefe good 1 y ver fes , 

SAnclus Dominittis fit nobis femper Amicus 

CmcanimusnoftroiugiterprAconiaroJlro 
De cordis vents ftccAtis Ante lagenis. 

Ergotuaslaudesfitunospangcregaudes, 
Tempore pafthattfacnepotuputeali 
Conueniat vthquod ft fitjvndique mutt 

c k /^V rm fi atres ^ M ^rantmfi ventres. 

u^T™ which themfeIues of theirSarda. 
naplcskke fbbnctic . For doubtleffc itcannotbc but that thefevcrfes were made 
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either by a Frier fpeaking in fobcr fadnefTe without hypocrific ^ or by one into 
whofe body fome Friers foule entred,caufing him to fpeake fb Frier like. At leaft- 

wife this teftimonie agrccth with it excellentwell : . ( 

0 CM onAcks\ vefiriflomtchtftint Amphora Baccbr. 

roseslu(Defpeftteftis)tctmiWAf#Jtt* t ; > * 
3 As for thofe filly foulcs the finglfacled'priefts which profefle not fo aufterc 
and ftric} a life, being onely Mafllvmongcft by their<x;cupation,thcy haue great 
reafon (queftionleflc)to drinkeof nonie but Of thebeffc And therfore I hold a cer* 
taineSir Iohn(a gentleman* chapiiaioe^excufed , who defiring the Butler to; giue 
him of the heft wine, bur being fcrtfed with the worft,tooke this caft of bisomce 
fo to heart (thinking it fb great a difparagement and fohainous an indignitie) 
that when he percciued him on a time at Malfe , he grew into luch-a mad mood 
that he loft his voice , he gentleman on the other fide being in great baft,and dc* 
firing only a hunting Mafle(becaufe his horfes flood rcadie tor him at the Church 
gate) fell into a pelting chafe by reafon of fo long a paufe , feeing Sir John pro- 
tracted that which he defired might hauebin abridged. But in the end he was glad " 
to fend his page to aske him what flie had fo fodainly ftung him. Sir John anfwc- 
rcd that there was one in the company that was excommunicate, which liindred 
his proceeding: and hauing told thelacky(fent vnto him the fecond time to know 
the party ) that it was his biulcr , he gentleman was eafily perfwaded to fend him 
away : which done,he went on roundly with his MafTe . Whereupon thepoore 
Butler had his abfolution , yet vpon condition that he mould not faile to giue Sir 
lohn of the fame wine that his matter and miftris dranke of. Now the rcalpns for 
which I fay they will be furc to drinke of none but of the beft, arc thefe. Firft,be- 
caufe it preuents crudities, which might make them llaucr or fniucll whikft they 

are deepe in their deuotion . Secondly, for that deuotion is more ardent :in a hot 

ftomacke then in a cold. Thirdly,becaufe they are about to fing: for this they take 

from the Poets(caUed in Greek <tW^,which properly fignifieth chanters or fingers) 

and therein they follow their opinion, which hath bin fuch in all ages 5 thai: a man 

cannot fing worth a button,cxccpt he haue firft drunk deepe and that of the beft. 
But fome may haply fay,that by this meancs they are in danger to be drunk. And 
what though they drink till they be drunk,fo they do it for a good intent? l?or if it 
be no hurt to fay Jhoc eft nafumn*eumjx\ ftcad of hoc ejl corpus meum^ fb it be done 
cum mtentione confecrandi : And if itbeno hurttocaft a child intoa well , foitbe 
done cum intent tone baptizandifs fome Gloifes affirme ; what great matter is it if 
they drink themfelu?s drunke cum intcmiont mifitficandi? And therefore they had 

reafo n to bearc with a poore Curate nearc to Fere in T artenois , who intending 
pleafantly to fing his Maflcsand to facrificc his breaden god the next morning 3 had 
fo merrily facriHced to God Bacchus the euening before , that whereas he fliould 
haue baptized a child ,headininift red extreame vndtton.In like manner he is to be 
cxcufed,who hauing taken his preparatiucs oucr cucning 5 when allmen cry (as the 
manner is)The King drinketht, chanting his MafTe the next morning, fell afleepe 

in his memento: and when he awoke, added with a loud voice, The King drinkcth. 

Howbeit the Pricft of S. CWAry in Pa w.who falling afleepe in his memento , had 

his challiceand plattin ftolne by one whichholpe him to fay Malfe ; and awaking 
ranne into the ftrcet,cry ing a theefe y a theeft^ was laughed at.as a fond foole, not 
without caufe:forhe fhould firfbhaue agreed with him,whofe helpe he defired in 
mumbling ouer his Mafte. But it is to be noted.that he fell afleepe (as the reft did) 
through the great deuoire he had to prepare himfelfe to fing well, 

4 And 
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4 And fuh I haue proceeded thus farre in fpeaking of the iolly gaudemus of 
thefe Church -men : I willadde one word more in the behalfe of thefe poore fiue* 
farthing facrificing Maflemonging priefts , not for any great good will. I beare 

thcm,but for pity and compaflion which I take vpon them, viz. that if they knew 

how to plead their ownc caufe,they might (hew that they hau e great wrong done 
them,in that they are cut fo fiiort of* their allowance,and haue fuch fmall pifoinccs 
in comparifon of Priours, Abbots,and the reft of that rabble . For if me facrifi ' 
which they dayly offeree like vnto that which the Prieftsfcalled Salij) inftitoted 
by 2{*ma Pmptltw celebrated, (astheauthor of the booke intituled A brkfe col- 
UZiion offacrtdfigmsficrifces andfacraments^oxh learnedly & foundry proueth) 
what reafon is there thatthey who performe theofficeof the ^fhould nothauc 
Salidret dapes,but fliould leaue them to thofe which performe trie dutie butonce 
in the yeare^But I will leaue them to pleade their owne caufe. 
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°f theft* *nd robber is committed by the popijl) cleargie, 

* 

F Mould diuedeepe into thisargumcnt.lfhould but plungemy 

Iclfe into a bottomleifc gulfe.For ifit haue bin an old and auncient 

faying, 7 he Church [frileth both quick md detd : and if the deuiccs 

of pilling and polling haue cuer (incc incrcafed , what ftore (may 

we thinke) muft there needs be at this day?Now concerning ercat 
and notorious thceues , who arc fo farre from hiding their heads, that they lory 
and takea pride in robbing and fpoiiing,and expofing their robberies to the view 
of the * or d,my purpofe is not to intreat at this prefent, but oncly of Prieflsand 
Monks, who bang as poore as A^.notwithftanding fare like Lumllm. Forif the 
Agyptwutnd 5«&»allo fincc their time (as Hmimt tcllethvs) hauineenatfed 
* |1W ** c » cry ™" n T Id A** what trade he followed , and what meaneshe 




had tolmc fhould alleadge no other reafon butthis, that he which fpentfreely 
hauingncuhcrrcntsnorreuniues, norany mcanes tocarnca penny noranvl 
maimaine him,n,uft of neeeffuy be a thecfc; what would ou SZS 



as 



CHAPTER XXIIL lgi 
as that they haue violently taken not onely from the «ch,buc alfo from the poore 
either ail or the greateft part of that wh jch their children fhould haue inherit r 
who can be ignorant that the reafon of the tragedy acled by the fpirit of or/J 
was/ortliattl^ which tncy ^ught thcy ha j 

feed vpon? And doubtlclTe it was agreat good hap the matter mould be fo well 

handled^hat it could be got out of their doodNft For when they came to mriue 
My foules that by at the point of dcath,their manner was to put them i n no other 
hope of being foued, but by making S.Frtncis. S.Dminick, or fomc other Saint 
(patron of he Order that the Confeflbr was of; thcirheircs. Nay,th<>y weue fo 
cunning in bewitching the conferences of thofe whom they had vnder Ltdiute 
that they did not onely make them giue themoitie or two thirds of th eir floods' 
which thcu wiues and children mould haue enioyeds but (in cafe thcircmldrcn 
would not become Friers of the order of S.*>,*™,S. Domimk, or iome fuch 
i weet Saint) thefe lolly Saints knew what they would haue. So that if c hildrcn af- 
ter the deceafe of their parents, refufed to become Monkes, thefe holy Saints 
would take vpon them to be their heires , defeating themof all. Witneflcmcns 
wils and teftaments which arc to be feene at this day. But this is a far fouler matter, 
in that they made fuch haft many times, that they, wold not tarry for them whom 
they hefd thus mfnarcd,vntil they were neare their end,but by fubtil mcanes made 
them vndreffe thcmfelues before they went to bed 



2 



For what greater or morecruell theft and robbery 



pineandraueningcanbeimagined.then that which they call the Croyfidoi' Did 
~-rhceues,whichfet their daggers to the throates of paflcngcrs to make them 



deliuer their purfes, vfc fuch robbery as the fuppofts of the Croyfido .? For doubt 
lclfe poore men who haue ncuer a crolTe in the world to blefte themfclues withall 
are in no danger of theeucs, according to that of the Poet, Cavtabit vacuus cor Am 
Utrone vUtor : whereas a poore man, who is made to belecuc that if he giue fuch 

orfuchafummeofmonyjhimfclf^hisfathe^motherandchildrenmallbcfauedi 
andin cafe hegiuenothing,all Hiall bedamned 5 is in farre worle cafe then if he fel 
among theeues? For if he haue no mony to giue, rather then faile he will pawne 
himlelfe to the Samccm. And moft certaine it is,that many poore people haue not 
onely pawned, but euen fold their foules outright to the diuelUn getting mony 
by vnlawfull mcanes, whereas they were in good hope by this meanes to ddiuer 
themfelues out of his pawes . And as true likewifeis U,that they bauelong fince 
proclaimed to the world,that they had power andauthoritie to fell euen heaucn 
it fclfe: (witnefle the Latin verfes in S.steucns Church in Bourges, written vpon a 
pillar in tables of ftone, beginning thus, Hicdts deuote: cceleflitus a (Jon a te.) How- 

beit they inforced none to giue mony for it, as they did in the time of the Croyft- 
do.For confirmation and authorizing whereof, thefe pelting Preachers alleadgcd 
many tickling texts to this purpofe, not taken out of the Bible, but out of certa inc 
hy pocriticall Friers : interlacing therewith fuch fond foo!eries,that it is almoft im- 
polTible pofterity fhold bcleeue the.One amongft thcreft is reported of a ghoftly 
father, who preaching at iW*»«.v,auouched that when any mony was giucn for 
the dead, their foules in purgatory hearing the foundof the mony falling into the 
bafon or box,crying, ting, ting^ began to laugh out heartily, and fay, ha a ha,hn • hi, 
hi,hi. 3 

3 Befidcs,they haue many fubtill conueyances equipollent to robberies, yea 
fome worfe then robberies: albeit they ceafc notto commit other qualified thefts. 
Forinftance wherof,one at Ca[aI (about ten yearcs ago) finding a purfe with three 

hun- 
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hundred French crowns in it,rcuealcd it in his confeffion toil Fr icr- who told him 
that in confcicnce he ought not to kcepe it , but giue it to a third pcrfon,till fuch 
time as the owner fhould enquire after it. Butthe falfe Frier handled the matter fo 
cunningly, that in the end himfelfc was the third man. Not long after came the 
owner of the putfe,repairing to him that found it; who fen* him to the Frier who 
had the keeping of it . But he who had before defired oricly to be the; keeper, 
would now needs be the owner ,and fo was, (for all that the deceafed ' <Jif onjieur 
BriffaPcould do , being then the Kings Lieutenant of Ptem'ont) fecing-thore was 
none to depofc orwitneffe againft him , but he that gatie it him . And what 
mould we call that ti ickc of conueyance which a Frier-docker (one iof thofe 

which asked if they had any thing to giue to Saint ^ntbenies pigs) ipJbyed with 
a butchers wife of CaLbr/a t when for two acornes which-begauc totjwoof her 
fwinc, hecaried awaya whole pcccc of linnen cloth? But I will referue this! nar- 
ration to another place, where I intend to fpeake of counterfeit miracles* cbntenv 
ting my felfe for this prefenr with one other theft , yet fuch a one as cannot ea- 
(ily be fampled : Co that if we were to compare Ecclcfiafticall theeues (if I may fb 
f jicakc) with fccular , the Ecclcfiafticall for this alone would besre away the bell. 
For though in old time there was ereat talke of fuch as went to robbe dead mens 



tombcs(called in GreckcT^/Jwf^o/jasamanwouldfay^ombe-diggerSj/ yet of 
late time they (at leafhvilc the fcculars) hauebin content to rob the liuing onely. 
But the Monkcs of the Abbey of Bonrgmoyen at s/oys hauc giucn cuident proofe, 
that they would not yecld an inch to their aunccftors herein , when they digged 
vp a womans corps interred in their church,torob the coffin of the lead wherein 
it was wrapped . Lo here how thefe falle Friers verific the common faying, 7 he 
Church take th both of quick and dead, not onely in the hid and my fticalljbut in the 
litcrallfcnfcalfb. 

4 As for great Ecclcfiafticall thecucs,that is a cafe by it felfe,which toucheth 
their head principally, in fuch fbrt,thatany fcabby Monkc or fiiiefarthing Frier 
reproued by him for fiich a legcrdemaine.may anfwer him as the pirate anfwwed 
Alexander the great : for the theft which their holy father (as they call him ) conv 
mitteth vnder the colour of ConUantincs donation, as fare cxccedcth the petty lar- 
rccine and pilf ring pracliled by his imps, as L^lexandcn robberies the pi rats 
or Sca-rouers. And therforc there is no reafon why fuch as arcchiefc in place next 
to this Arch-thcefc,(hould bufic themfelucs about pety thefts not be feemi no their 
grcatncflc./\nd hereof (doubtleflc) they hauc great confutation (as experience 
1 heweth) : for the leaft which they commit,is the fpoiling of Churches of their re- 
likes- 1 meane not dead mens bones,but gold andfilucr. For there was a pamphlet 
lately pubhfhcd (intituled Harengua) wherein is declared how ccrtaine lacobim 
fummoncd a great Cardinall to rcftorc vnto them their crowne of "old. 

5 But in fpcaking before of the Croyfado, I forgot a FrancifcantfildilUiM, 

callec I Wfo,who by that meanes had fcraped together an hundred and twenty 
thouland duckats,which he off ered for the Popedomc 
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Of man-jlaughters and murder $ committed by 

the PopiJI) cieargie. 




Will begin this Chapter with the ftory which I promifed to relate 

when I (pake of the Franafcan ,whofe inordinate lurt coft three 
perlons their Hues, one man and two women. For tlk n I promifed 
to relate a fane more horrible fad committed by a Frier of the fame 
order, who tocompafTe hismifchicuous purpofe (which was to 
hauc his pleafure of a gentlewoman of the houfcj committed fourc murthcrs 

with his ownc hands .The ftory is this: In the raigne of the Emperour Maximilian 

thefirft, there was within his dominions in Flanders a very famous Coucnt of 
Franciscans , nearc to which dwelt a gentleman who exceedingly a ffedted the 
Monks of the Coucnt,and was very bcneficiall vnto thcm,hoping by that meanes 
to be made partaker of their good works, fafts,and prayers. Among the reft there 
was a tall proper Francifcan y whom the gentleman had madechoifeof to be his 
Confeffor, and had giucn him full power andauthoritic oucrallhishoufhold: 
whofe mind was fo inflamed with thebcames of his wiues beauty, that he was al- 
moft befidc himfelfc. And purposing on a time to come to the period of h:s in- 
tended purpofe,he went all alone to the gentlcmans houfe, and finding him not at 

home , asked the gentlewoman whither he was gone? She anfwered, that he was 
gone to fee ccrtaine lands of his,and meant to ftay abroad two or three dayes ; ad- 
ding withall, that if he had any bufinelTe with him,fhcwouId difpatcha metfen- 
ger after him. He anfwered that it fhould not need , and began to walke vp and 
downe the houfe' as one that had fbme waighty matter in hand: which the gentle- 
woman noted, and percciuingby his countenance that he was mal content, flic 
font one of her maids vnto him to know if he wanted any thing. The ghoftly fa- 
ther (who was walking vp and downe the court) anfwered that he did, and there- 
upon leading her into a corner,took a dagger our of his fleeue & thruft it into her 
throate. In the meane time one of the gentlcmans tenants came on horfebatke 
into the court, bringing with him the rent ofhisfarme:and he was nofooner 
Iighted,but he falutcd the Franc/flan ; who embracing him in his amies, ftabbed 
him be hind with his dagger,as he had done the maid, and hauing fo done locked 
vp the cattle gate.Thc gentlewoman wondering that her maid ftaied fo ]ong,fent 
another to know the reafbn why flic made no greater haft : who was no fi oner 
one downc into the court ,but the Frier tookc her aflde into an odde corner,and 

•rued her as he had done the formcr.Then perceiuing that there was none It ft in 
the houfe but the gentlewoman and himfelfc, he went vnto her and told her that 
he had bin long in lone with her, and that the time was cone that flic mutt needs 
yecld vnto hi n .She (who neucr miftruftcd any fuch thing) anfwered in.this fort j 
Father, I pcrfwade my f He, that if I were fb Ieudly difpofed, you would throw 
the firft ftonc at me. To whom the Frier rcplied,Comc downe into the courynd 
yon fliil! fee what I hauc done. Now when flie f iwhcr maids and her tenant ly- 
ing ft line before her eyes,flic wasfoaghaft,and ft. iktn with fucli afton fhmcnt.as 
if Pcrf us with his Gordons head Ijad transfoi mcd her into a ftonc,and was not able 
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to fpcakc a word.But forth with this wicked wretch (who meant to haue his plca- 

furc ot her more then oncc,and therefore would not force her) faid,Miftris be not 
afraid,for you arc in his hands who of all men in the world Ioucthyoubeft. At 
which word! he put offhis long habit,vnder which he had a fhortcr,whichJie of- 
fered her, and withall told her that if flic rcfufed it, he would fend her packing to 
Pluto with thofc whom Hie (aw lying before her eyes . The gentlewoman more 
like a dead then a liuing creaturc,determined to make as though flic wouid obey 
him , both hoping to wue her life, and to protrad the time, in hope her husband 
would come home rand fo at the Friers command flic vndrcfled her hcad,making 
as litle haft as flie could. But in the end hauing her haire hanging loofc about her 



eares 3 the Frier(notrcfpeding how goodly and fairc it was)haftily cut it off, and 
hauing Co donc,caufcd her to ftrip her fclfc vnto her finocke,and arrayed her with 
the (liort habit which he had about him,and af ter put on his other againe* and Co 

departed thence with allseed poflible, carying with him hisyong nouice whom 
he had fo long dcCucd, But by Gods prouidence the gentleman her husband ha- 
uing difpatched his bufincfle (boner then he thought, returned homewards the 

fame way the Francifcan went with his wife. Now when the Frier perceiued him 
a far off,hc faid to thcgcntlewoman,See,yonder comes your husband,and I know 
that if you Iooke vpon him he willrefcue you out of my hands ; wherefore go on 
before me,and fee that you turnc not your face towards him • for if you giue him 
but the leaft figncj will cut your throate before euer he can hclpc you . At thefc 

words the gentleman drewnearc, and asked him from whence lie came? Sir 
(quoth he) from your houfe,\vhcrc I left my miftris your wife in good health,ex. 
peeling your coming. The gentleman went on 3 notpcrcciuing his wife. Howbcit 
his man (who was wont to entertain the Friers fellow called Frier lohn) began to 
call to her,thinking it had bin Frier lohn. .The poorc gen tlcwoman (who durft not 
once turne her head afide towards her husband)anfwercd not a word: wherupon 
he croffed the way to lookc her in the face- where flic fpeaking not a word, gauc 
him a twinch witli a weeping eyc.He then returning backc to his maftcr/aid 5 Sir, 
as I crofled the way I marked the Friers fellow , who (qucftionlcffc) is not Frier 
lohnhut much refembies my miftris your wife,who looked very rufully vponme, 
Tufh (quoth the gentleman) thou talked like a fooler and made no more of it. But 
his feruant pcrfifting in his opinion } intrcatedhim toqiueliimlcauc to go after 
thcm,and to ftay a litle to fee whether he miftooke himfelfe or nor. At his impor- 
tunate intreaty the gentleman ftayd,to fee what tidings he would bring . Now 
when the Francifcan heard the man behind him calling for Frier lohn ( doubting 
that the gentlewoman was difcricd)hc came running vpon him ,and with alone 
pike ftarfc which he caried , tooke him fuch a blow vnder the fliort ribbes,that he 
ftrookehim offhis boric : to the ground , and prefently falling vpon him , cut his 
hroate.The gentleman feeing his man a farre offfalling do wne, thinking that he 
had fallen by fomc mifchance wentbackc to helpehim vp: whom the Frier had 

c 1h k r S cTa'u *T hl ?' But ^goitlcifwrKbcing lufty and ftrongi 

ffl a i K f ° ^ *\°u han J. thal hc couId ncithcr M ~> ™ h urt him , cau- 

fing * uhall his dagger to fa 1 out of his hand : wh ich iiis wife forthwith tooke vp, 

wlfeS hU W? ^ h } m d0Wnc ^ thc ™* wi* all teSSE 

^ hm V n diU f fS P^vntill he cried him mercy, and 

t S f^oft^T y * Th £ SCmICman bdn S ^ h » him,fent his wife home 
to call fome of his men , who came running thither in all haft , and taking vp the 

Frath 
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Franctfcan,bvought him to the gentlcmans houfe , from whence he was caried 



to the Emperours Deputic in Flanders , to whom hc confefled this his notorious 
and felonious fad. Where it wasalfo found partly by his oWne confetfion, partly 
by proofe and information giuentothc commitfioners appointed foi that pur- 
po(c,that a number of gentlewomen and other beautiful maids had bin conucyed 
into that monaftery,afier thc fame manner that this FrAncifcan would haue cai icd 
her away .Whereupon after that the women(detained by them in thc monaftery) 
were had out, both they and the Couent were burned together for a monument 
and example to all pofteritie. 

a After this fonle fad committed by this Monke , let vs hcarc how a Prieft 
of Limoges (about eleucn yeares ago)committed furtdry murthcrs one in the neck 
of another . A gentleman of Lyntofin^Loxd of S.hhn of Ligoures (kinf man to the 
Marfhall s. Andrew) hauing committed inceft with his wiucs mother ,and hauing 
had children by hcr,declared it to a Ihauelmg in way of conf effion. Whereupon 
the Pi icft(who was a falfe coincr)tooke occafion to pcrfwadc him(as hauing him 
in his lurch and at his lure,by this his confcflion) to play thc knaue as hc had done, 
and ro become a f alfc coyncr with him . Now after they had followed this occu- 
pation for a time , thc Prieft perceiuing that the gentleman was ftill troubled in 
conference with his inceft (notwithstanding he had fundry times ablolued him) 
and that hce affeded his wiucs mother more then his wife , perfwadedhim, 
that the mother was rather his wife then the daughter , and therefore that his ma- 
riagc,his children and all wereaccurfed . Whereupon hc vndertooke to difpatch 
them out of the way,whilcft the gentleman was abfent , yet not without his con- 
tent . For comming one night (as his manner was) into the Caftle (with cerrainc 
cruel cut-throates which he had brought withhim)hc went dircdly to the cham- 
ber where thc gentlewomen lay, andmurthered them all in theii beds • as alio 

two yong children , one of which called him by his name, and held vp his hands 
vnto him,as the Prieft executed fince in Frances jlv\<\ thc gentleman at Lauzanne, 
confeffed at their deaths. Neither herewith con tent, with his cruc of cut-throatc 

companions he maflacred the reft that remained in the houfe , and laying all the 

dead bodies together in a chamber,fct thc Caftle on n*rc,thinking by that meanes 
tocouer the murther . But (as God would)neither the bodies nor thc chamber 
wherein they were, tooke fire, and fo thc murther was deteded. Whereupon thc 
gentleman knowing not well what courfe to take , nor which way to turnc him- 
(tlfcjflcd into Sanoye, where paftingby Geneva he wasdifcried , and from thence 
purfued and apprehended at Lauzanne, where he was executed accordi ng to law, 
acknowledging his offence and Gods great mercy towards him » in bringing him 
by thischaftifement home to himfelfe. Thisisthchiftory,as I heard it fciedibJy 
reported by thofc that Hiw him arraigned and executed : which albeit I haue of 
purpofc abridged (as I haue done alio the reft) yet I could not omit one circum- 
ftance , how that euen then when the child called him by his naine,and held vp 
his hands vnto him (as children are wont to do,fmilingon thofe they looke vpon) 



hc did moft cruelly murther him. And it was not without caufc that God would 

haue this circumftancc freely confefled both by the Prieft and the gentleman, 
which otlvvrwif." would ncuer haue bin fufpeded . For doubtlcffc it doth much 
aggrauatCy-md as it were doublcand treble his offence, cfpcci;il!y if we compa c it 
with thc fad of heathen men , as of thofc ten whom Herodotus mamom th in his 
fift hookc,who being fent to murther a new borne babe, were lo moucd with pity 

S i when 
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when the child fmilcd vpon them, that their hearts relented,and(as it were)mel* 
ted within thcm.Howbeit, there are fo many circumftaccs to bcconfidcrcd in this 
abhomninable fact, that it is hard to fay where a man fliould efpccially in- 
(id. 

3 But becaufe the naming of Lauzanne (where this execution was done) 
puts me in mind of Genua adioy ning, where another mui thcring Pricft Was exe- 
cuted,! will here relate that ftory. A certainc Pricft in FoufitgHy called Dom hbn 
( vnder the dominion of Thiez then gouernour otGentua) hauing boared out his 
brothers eyes with a navvle as he was afleep, and obtained his pardon of the then 
Bifliop of Gcntu*: not longafter he committed him to a goffip of his, to the end 
he might drownc him, by cafting him downc from a bridge into the water, vn- 
der colour of bringing him to chambery to S.Suayye % a Saint then in great requeft. 
Which thing the ajjafin knowing not how to effect whileft he was in his iour- 
ney Cfeeing he had not the heart to commit fuch a crucllfadL) not longafter 



der colour as though he would bring him to SjcUude^ he cai icd him in the night 



barnc , where he with one of his companions murthcred him rand hauing 
fodone,cafthimintoafwiftftreame, where hewas found byawoman which 
fought after a ftray ed calfe . Whereupon the Pricft was apprehended in his bed 
with his whore, and brought to Geneua , where his hand was firft cut off, and a£ 



his 



hauing before confciTed the fa#,and giucn no other reafon of 
the hatred which he bore him,but onely becaufe he was a great fpender. It is fur- 
ther reported, that this kinde Kit hauing pricked his brothers eyes withanawle 
and percciuing that he was not ftone blinde,but that he could fee a little- boa' 
red them the fecond time with a woodden pinne. This punifhment was infli- 
clcd vpon this malcfaclor fhortly after thc reformation of religion in the fayd 



cme. 



t 4 ButamongothermurtheringPriefts,Imaynotomitone 5 ofwhommen. 
tion is made in the French Chronicles, who feaped not fo fcot-frec as the former. 
In theyearc 15 3o.the nineteenth of Aprill, a certainc Sir /oWomming to 
turn r Colledge in Paris, right ouer againft Saint Andrew des Ls4rs, to vifite the 
I arfon of the place where he was Curate, killed his man intheniqht, and after 
cut the Pa rfons throate. For which murthcr he was deeded in the Court of our 
Ladies Church, the famcyeare,thc fourth of Mayrand being apparelled in a fools 
coate,wasfent toavvorniipfullgcntlcman^ne Mafter/A%f^(rhen Iudgc 
of cnminall caufcs)by whom he was fentenced to haue his hand cut ofT,and it to- 

S^ft tl fr^ T with K had c ™™«* the mm ther.tobe nailed 
ZTrt r tC thc f l ld . Col,Ctl g^na after tobe burned quick before the towne 

of the fall! Wh? B ^ ^ ° PCn Cou W uti » the fift day 

J ^"$j uc mclcauc to fpcakea word or two more concerning Paris: for there 

^ men ^ ^ ^^^«™\** of murthers committed by Cler- 
wa dX 1 J tyJpfttotte this prefen 1 1 * il infift in one onelyfwhich 

« led ^^£ d J U 31 fl,ed b J ^ ft % > 35 followcth ' In <™ June JlcyJJm 
called T he great head , the good man of thehoufe his daughter played a ilipoerv 

SSt£ si^i 1 r min A d °I his fl »™^n fafl, fent her 

he S wtt^ ^ fo w And coming afterwards to Paris himfelfe, 

ftc tdl m acquaintance with a pricft called M.Het!„ t a bakers (on ,bornc at Moyen\ 



to 
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to whom he declared tharhe had a daughter about feucn or eight yea res of ape 
whom he would gladly haue bellowed m a monaftery or fbmc other placc.he ca- 
red nor wherc,nor ho vv,(b that he migl>t p.euer heare of her againc \ telling hiq 
that for thc effecting hereof he could becontent togiuc an hundred crowns. The 
Pricft beinggrccdy of gamc^ndcrtooke the matter * atMcaufingihcgirle to ic 
brought vnto him, together with the mony which tl>cy were agreed vpon, hq 

tooke h is leaue of him,and caricd her hooie to his houfe Whither ho was no lop-, 
nercome,buthe cut her throate : and fcauing Mope* caricd the tforps. into the 

churchyard of S.KiMas in thc fields, wherc hauingcaft it among certainc net. 
tles,hc walked vp & downe as though he had bin praying on his Por wife. Shortly 
after camea Scxtcn, and as he was digging a graue,d)e Pricft came vn to hini,aijj 
told him that he had fecne a pitiful fpcttaelc,to wjt,a yong maid hauin, e her throtc 
cut ,and caft among the nettles 5 and cjcfired him for avoiding of oftepce,to bury 
her,promifing to giue him a tepn for his paincs.Thc Sexten refuied r i is ofTer,and 

further told him, that he would infonne the Court thereof: which he did-, (the 



Pricft in thc mcane time flying to Noyon.) The Court jiauing intefence hereof 



fed the corps to be caried to a place aAkd ChafoU^ there to be exjx>fed to the 
open view: whither(as God wold) the Sempfter( her old miftris)cam<i to fee her: 
who knowing her wcl,declarcd to the Court how an Jnnc-kcepcr o^pyff^ns (her 
grandfather) had committed her to the.cuftody of one M. Hcttor a Pi ieft . The 
Sexten alfo informed thc Court of the conference; which had pafted betweene 
'M.Hdtor and him. Thc Court taking noticeof thefc informations , lent his bro- 
ther in law to prifon, hoping by that meancs to learijc.-yvhat was become of tiim, 
(feeing he reforted oftc to-his houfe.)Now during the-time of his imprifonment, 
(they dayly prcflTing him With interrogatories, to.fhc en<i they might Icarnc what 
was become of his brother, albeit he knew nothing) itfortuned that the Pricft 
came to s. Denis neare to Pamtfxom whence he fen^ a mcftcngcr to hi J brother j|n 
Iaw(ncucr dreaming of his im prifon men t) to rcqueft him to come tohim,and to 
informc him what rumour went of him,. Where, tjicifteflcnger coming to the 
prifbnerswife(thcPrieftsfiftcr) wasprefcntly apprehended and brought before 
thc Court; and hauing told them where Mfleclor was, they fent a warrant for his 
apprchenfion. Where, after he had confciTed thc fa&, he was condpm ned by thc 
Court of Ckiftelet to be degraded,to haue his hand cut offyo be broken vpon thc 
whcelc,and after to be burned. But he appealed to the high Court of Parliament 
at which mitigating the fcntcncc,condemned him onely to be degrade d, ro 
haue his hand cut off, tobchanged, and after to be burned. This tra^ica^ cue nt 
happened about fourtcene yearcs ago. But I may not forget a icaft of his: for ha- 
uing his hand cut off, and meeting with oneof his acr ; uaintanec,as he was going 

to the place of cxccution,hc fiid, Amfe yn feuflcrry menaw^ ie nefauraipeu can. 
tcr tJMeffhon -ma cottpc vne main : That is, See here fr /end Harry, 1 can fay CMaffeno 

ptore-jhey bane cut off my band . The man to whom I am beholding for this ftory, 
dwelt in thc fame towne with this malefactor, and told me that he heard him fing 
his firft MalTc, with all the ceremonies and fblemnities thereto belonging. • . . 

6 T here was alfo a Pricft at Orleans (about ^.yearcs ago) who being icalous 
of a whore which he kept, brought her into a taucrnc, where leading her afidc as 



he would haue dallied with her, he caft her on a bed , and 

ad in his flecuc)cut her throate. For which murther he was only 



demned to perpetual! prifon, as it was told mcbya famous lawycr,who was then 



ftudentin thc fa 
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7 As for cruelties (though no murther be voyd of crueltie) where can we 
heare of a greater then that which is commonly pradiifed by Monkes,(as them- 
fclucs confclfe) I mcane their vfuall mancrof pulling men ouer the pcarch infacet 
True it is indced,they vttcrly renounce and difclaimc this word crueltie : for they 
will not grant that it is crueltie to fend men into another world in face. But if they 
deny it to be crueltie to murther a man in face^\ they mu ft needs deny that to die 
of hunger and thirft is a cruell death : which is pregnant to common fence . But 
leauing this difpute,let vs come to other notorious cruelties, andamong the reft 
to a kind of torment which lay-men among Chriftians wold neuer haue inflicted 
vpon Pagans or infidels, but would haue left it for Barbarians, as being too bar- 
barous to be practiled by them.lt is that which Plutarch(in the life of Artaxerxes) 
cnlleth Scapheufsito which this is not vnlike which I am about to relate. The laft 
Duke of Lymbourgh being dead without ifTue, the Princes who were nexthcires 
(asbeingneareftofbloud)viz. the Duke of Brabant and the Earleof Guelderland 
waged warreoncagainftanothcr,for the Dukedomc.In the end theDukeofito- 
bant got the victory : where the Bifhop of Collen(\sho had aided the Earle of QutU 
derhnd) was taken prifbner,andcommittedtothecuftodyof the Earle of Mount 
in H aynoult ^vhexe he continued for the fpacc of fcucn yearcs,till he had agreed to 
all fuch articles as were demaunded of him . Being fct at liberty at the laft, he be- 
fought the Earle of Uliount to bearc him company to Tuits(a towne ftanding 
vpon Rheyne right ouer again ft Collen) whereunto the Earle calily condefcende<£ 
Now as they were going ouer abridge which ftood vpon the riuer, an ambufh of 
horfemen (which by the Bifhops appointment lay hard by) ruflied out fuddenly 
vpon the Earle miftrufting no fuch matter:and thus he feized vpon him, and kept 
himinperpetuallprifon: and to the end he might giuc him more kind entertain- 
mcntjCaufedan iron cage to be made, which in fommcrwasannointcd ouer with 
hony and fet in the open Sunne, lodging the poore Earle therein, there to be af 
faulted by flies(you may well imagine how.) Confidcr here (gentle Reader) this 
Bifhops crueltie (ioyned with treafon) coming not much fliortof the humanity 
of Bujiris and Phalaru. For doubtlefle of all other cruelties thofe are thegreateft, 
which caufe men to languifli and pine away for a long time in great anguifli. 

8 Moreouer,wc rcadc of two Channons of Collen Mm vfed the like treche- 
ry:for hauing inuited a bailiffc of thetownc to dinner >ca\kd Herman Cm, and 
making great fliew of louc and kindncfTe (albeit they hated him to the death) 

they led him out to fee a Lion,(which they kept in honor of their Bifliop) whom 
they knew to be hunger-bit : and he was no fooner come into the place, but they 
fhut the doore vpon him. The man feeing himfclfe in this danger, plucked vpa 
good heart, and winding his cloakc about his left arme, thruftit into the Lions 
mouth as hecame rufliuig vpon him,and with his right hand thruft his rapier into 
his bclly,and flue him. 

9 But to returnc to Prelates: we readc how one Henry Archbifliop of Collen 
moft cruelly tormented Earle Fredericks for hauing broken his armes,legs, thighs, 

back and neck vpon the wheele, hecaufedhimtofinifli the reft of his life in lin- 
gnng painc,cxpofing him to thecrowes. 

10 Butifanydcflrctohcareof acruelty not proceeding from reuenqe, but 
committed in a merriment againft fuch as neuergauc the leaft offence: this k is.In 
theraigneof thcEmperour otho the grcat,^ Bifhop of c^/,,tooke fuch pi- 
tic vpon the poore in the time of a great dearth , that he got a multitude of them 

togctherjntoabarne,andburnedthcmallthercin 3 faying that they differed no- 
thing 
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thing from rats which deuoured corne,an d were good for nothing. But obfcrue 
the rearfulljterriblc^and horrible judgement of God which befell him whilefthe 
was yet liuing: for he fen t great troupes of rats, which after tfcey bad grieuoufly 
tormented him,ate him vp quicke. And it litle auailcd him to go vp to the 1 top of 
his high tower to lauohimfelfc : for the rats hunting him from place to place, pur- 
lued him thither alfo-,whercupon it is called T htwMtt^wer vhwebis day. A ndyct 
notwithftanding this fearfull exainple, Hertbett Archbifliop of Collenjhad a brd 

ther who vfed the poore after the fame manner,in the time of a dearth. 

1 1 But what (hall we fay of a laubint who poifoned the Emperour x Htnry 

the fcucnth with his breaden God, which he gaue him'inthbconfecratedtoofttf 
What will the Friers Diucll do (trow we) if their <God be fo dangerous to'deale 
with* Vpon which argument I writ this fporting*£/w# ' 



PayensnevouloyentmettreaunombredesDteux AlWfcoi 

J . j ' . . eight vcrlcj. 

cm qut au genre humameHoyentperntcmx, 
Site Diet* depafte eft vnDieu qui empoifonne, 
(Dont I'Empereur Henri tefmoign aqe notts dtnne) 
gue diroyent les Pay ens de ces gentifs Docleurs^ 
J>)ui les hommes out fait de lui adorateUrs? 
Car ft Uur Viet* ne fait de meurtrir confcitnce % 
Entre Uur Dub It &Dteu quelle eft la difference? 

That is, 

Sv^fff r did Pagans mongft their Gods recite , 
Whoeuerrnortallwighthadillbeftead: 

Ifthen the God of bread C4npoifonhide 9 
As hath bene tride by Hen ry to his bane: 
What would our Pagans fame, that hew of yore 

How they do it adore with bended knee? 

For if their God be free to worke fuch euill^ 
What difference is betwixt their God and D euilli 

If any (hall haply obieft, that thefefauage cruelties were not committed in theft 
dayes,but long before . I anfwer, that Teeing the world hath euer growne worfc 
and worfe, and the Cleargy rather then the Laity (as the three Preachers fb often 
before alleadgcd dofufficiently teftifie) thofe cruelties may wel be accounred but 
fmill and tollerablc in companion. But if any be incredulous or hard of bclccfc,h 

may reade what Cannibal-like cruelties certaine Monks and Popifli prelates haue 
cxercifbd oflate againft fuch as wold not embrace the Romanc religion, and how 
they handled them when once they came within their walkc. As among the reft, 

the hiftory oflohnde Roma a Jacobine Fricr,one of the holy houfe of Spaine, a per- 
fecutor of the poore Chriftians of UMerjndol and Cabrierejnho neuer left beating 
his braines, how he might inucnt new torments to inflift vpon thelc poore peo- 
ple and their confederates: one of which was to fill bootes with boy ling greafe, 
and to pull them on the legs of thofe whom he was to examine, that the cxtremi- 
tie of paine might fo diftrad them, as that they might make no pertinent anfwer 
toany demaund. And we are not to wonder how they could play the bloudy but- 
chcrs,and cxercifc their tyranny vpon thefe filly foulcs,fecing they vfurped almoft 
a foueraigne power and princely authority ouer them . Not to go farre back, nor 
farrc off for examples,we reade how the faid Frier vnder colour of his commiffion 
(as being one of the Inquifition) was both accufcr,party,and Iudge-cV how he ca- 
ried with him through Prouence a number of vile varlets well appointed; in all pla- 

S 4 ces 
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ccs where cucr ha c«mc(efpccially in country townes ) breaking open chefts and 
ttMnks,and ftcaling rhcnccgold and flluer , and what elfc might ea% be packed 
vpflnd varied a way^pilliog & polling thofe whom he could nototherwifefpoile 
e^i(M by imponupnsoramcrcementSjOrconrircations of their goods* ' 

was Ucte purpofed to haue ended this Chapter , but that I remember 
I \ws not fpoken of thofe that imbrue their hands in their ovvnc bloud, and flcri- 
ficc thcinfclues 10 their ownc lhame: which I had rather here adde(tho'ugh fomtC 
what out of order)thcn altogether to omit them. Howbeit my meaning is not to 

bnfip.myfelfewifhthcexamplesQf Clergymen vvhohauelaydviolentJiandsvpo 
thimlfelues,thercw«h to parallcle the examples of Laymen who haue bin moued 
" Me like. I will oncly infift vpon one.which is proper vnto them qmrtt moid 



(as Logicians fpcakc.) For all the former exampj«of/f/Wfye->, aiecommon 



Clcargy as to the Laity. Butthiswhichlamaboutto relatc.is pe- 
culiar to Clcargy-mcn, and Lay-menhaue no part thercin 5 bcing a mwrther com 
mittcd vpon a .proud conceit which popilh pricfts had of their merits , thatthev 
(forfooth)did as farre exceed Lay-mens merits, as the pillars in the Church do 
their (li.idowcs.For though Laymen put great confidence in tbcm.yet thev ncuer 

fo re yed vpon them,as that they wouldaduenture tocaft themfducs from thetoo 
of a high towrc.or into a decpe well: which befel this mcrit-mongei of whom we 

fpeake.The ftory is this. A Monk callcd/^hauing liucd fifty ycarcs in an Er- 
mitagcand ftnclly obferued the rules and ordersof his founder, was fo puffed vd 
with pr.de & vaincconccit of himfclfe.in regard ofthe merit of his works that the 
diuel appeared vnto h.m & tempted him.to take trial of the vc. tuc of the by cam™ 
himftlfetntoa wcllsaffunnglumlteftould cfcape without harme.Thefond Frie? 
dunking it had bm an Angel fat vnto him from heauen for this cnd,caft himfc fe 
.n oa well of that depth ,that thebottome of it could no, be feene ; ^5 

t*T? 3gM " W i' h n,U u Ch ad0 '" ,c y could not P^wadehimthatitwasthcl 
ucll wluchappearedvntoh.mandtemptedhim.-andfohe died the third davaf- 
cr.pctfifting obfi.nate in this opinion.This ftory I found in a fragment of S . 
bookeCtheauthorwhercofis notknowne)writtc„fiircm pardSandfamJ 

to be of great antiquity a. leaftwife of as gtea. as fuch EcclcfiafiicalCorS 
be. But who cuer was the author thcrcof,ccr,cn it is, he was a fauXer of S 

«;n»yf'fhefpeake,hofthe.n,asbeingoneofthein,eorde^ ^tata 

brotherly warning ,o looke to themfeluell will therefore allege he Lat nftorv 

but my fdf,Sh JS^&f^J^.^*™.™™* 
Cmaineofmineacnuaintancrtowhn^ in uc 7 3me,n hcco Py>ngofitout, 
be found in a lx>okeSS" I» m 1 ^ of °P inio " ** « * » 



BE M 



Heroni $ SEN J 




Heronem poftmultorum taborem annortm deeep 

quod non habuit dtfiretionem. 
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CHAPTER XXIIII. ao| 

m hAc Eremo commoratumjngulari dijftrietione rigorem continents tenuiffe memini- 
rnuijfr folitudmts fecreta vitra omnes hie commor antes miro feruore fecJatum. Htc tgi. 
tur quo patio quaM ration epofi tamos labor es ab wftdtatore illufus .grauifitmocorruens 
lap(ujunclos tn hac eremo confiitutos lucluofo dolor e percufitt? lipnne quod minus vir- 
tutedtprettonispoffeflafuisdefinitionibw regtjuam confilijs velcoltattombmfratrum 
atque infiitut/s maiorum mdutt obedir^Siquidemtantorigore immutabdem ietmij 
continentiam femper exercuit> &folitudmis ce!U% it a iugtter fecreta jcflatus eft, vt ab 
€$ participationem ineundi confiatemitate comtiuij, ne veneratie qutdem dm pal chain 
Uquando potuerit obttnereun qua fratribtis cunclts pro anniuerfaria (blemnitate in Ec- 
lefia retentatisjolus n$n poterat aggrtdijte quantu/umcunque, perceptione legumnit 
parui y afuovidereturpropofitorclaxajfe. gua prtfumptionc decepttis.Angelum Satan* 
velkti Angclttmluciscumfumma venerationefufcipiens^tuf^ prxceptisprono obediens 
famulatu, femetipfum in pttteum y cuius profundi tatem oculorum non attingit intuitu s t 
prtcipitcm dedit.de Angett videlicet ftttfponfione non dnbitans.qm cum pro merits vir\ 
tut urn ac labor urn fuorumjtequaquam pojjejirmauerat vlltiAm difcrimmifubiacere^j. 

Cuius reifidem vt experiment o fafefpitAtis euidenttfsimecomprobaretjupradiclo fe pti 

teo notte intempejla illufus iniecitimagnum fc .virtutis fu* men turn probaturnscum in- 
de exifjet ill* fits . De quo cum pen eiam exanguis ingentifratrum labor e frijjet extra- 
dus^vitam die tertia finitarus, quod his deter ius eft, it a in deceptionis fua perm ah fit ob- 
Jltnatione t vt ei nec experiment urn quidem mortis fu* potuerit perfuadere 3 quod fuiffet 
d*monum callidttate delufus. guamobrem pro meritis tan tor urn labor um & annorum 
numtrofttate, qua in eremo perdurauit^ hoc miferatione & humanitate fumma ab his 
qui eius compatiebantur exitio i vix a Presbytero & Abbate Paphnutio potuit obtineri 

<vt non inter biothanatous reputatus % ctim memom & oblatione paufantium iudica'- 
rctttr indtgnus. 

And here I thought it not amifle to alleadge another place out ofthe lame bookc, 

where mention is made of an Abbot, who was in like fort deluded by the diuell, 

though not fo dangeroufly as the former. 

DE ILLVSWNE A B B AT IS I0HANN1S. 

T *Y quo etiam Abbatem lohannem qui *ltco commoratur y nouimds nuper illufum, 
*-quum exhaufto cor pore atque defecio \percepi ioncm cibi biduano ietunio dijtuliffe 
cedent i es ad refecJtonem die poflerojueniens dta bolus in figttra Mthiopis tetri^ atque ad 

eius genua prouolutusjndulgcjnquitjnihi , quod ego tibi hunc labor cm tndsxi. Itaque 
Hie vir tantm & dtferetionit rat tone perfect m fub colore contincnti* incongrucnter ex- 
ercitAtut, intellexit feabhoc callidttate diabolt circumucntum^ taltfo dtjlentum teiunio y 

vt Ltfsitudmcm non necejfariamjmmo etiam fpirittti nocituramjatigato corpori fupcr~ 
poneret : <& pdracharaximo fci licet illufus num/fmat/s, cum in illo veri regis tmagintm 



Nam 
t. ac- 



vencratu* eft ^p Arum difcutit an effet legitime four at um. Vltima verb obferuatio hu 
probAbilts trapezit* y quam deinquififione ponderis ejfe pr*diximus ) taliter implebit 

fi quicquid gerendum cogitatio noftra fuggejferit^ omni fcrupulo r etr all ante s^ atq 



iftri pectoris trutina colloc Antes y aquiltoratione iufttfsima perpendamus t an plenum ho* 
neftate communi fit ,an timoredomini fit graue^an integrum fen fu % aut humana otfentd~ 
ttone % Aut Altqua nouitatis pr*fumptionc fit leueiAn merttieius pondus WAnit cenodoxU 

nonimminuertt^veUdroferitgloriatfjrficedprotinus adexamen publicum trutinan* 

tesjdefi,ad Prophet arum tjr Apofiolorum ac~lu*,at tefiimonia confet cntes t vel tanquanS 
integra atque per fecial ilia compcnfantiateneamm^vel tAnquam imperfecta , atque 
damn ofa y nec illorum ponder i confonAnttA y omni CAUtione ac dtligentia refutemtt*. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Of Blafphemies vttired by Popijh Prelates, 

m 

| > /f> M " 5^\ l He blafphcmics of our good Catholickcs of thePopifh Cleargie, 
rjMfS 1 here handle apart from thofcoftheLaitic: not intending thereby 

R§2 to honour them, or thinking it more fitting and befecming them, 
|ra] Ug^a] but ycclding rather to my memory, which doth not alwayes fur- 
I^^^^S) nifh me with fit examples as oftc as I could wifli,but makcth me to 
attend and wait, whereby I am conftrained in the meanc time to intreateof fome 
other argument, whereof I hauc examples more ready at hand. But the Reader 
can lofe nothing by the bargaine : forthe longer my memory caufeth me to (toy, 
the more examples itaffoordcth me afterwards,which I communicate & impart 
vnto him. 

a But not to dwell too long in the preface , we hauc here firft to nore, that 
whereas it was (aid in old time as it were by way of a prouerbe, Hcfocareth like a 

gcntlema:(hx it was thought a thing vnbefeeming a bafepaifint to renoucc God, 
non pert mere ad V urales renutiare Deti t as we heard before out of Mcnot) others were 

wont to lay & do euen at thisday,Efa fweareth like a carter ,or he jiveareth Ike an Ab- 

bot^ox he Jiveareth like a PrelatMut leauing the difcufling of this queftion to others, 
(viz.which of all three is grounded vpon beft rcafon) this one tiling I will fay by 
the way ,that gentlemen and carters hauc learned the trickcor trade or art of bla£ 
phemingof Popifli Prclats and other polflioi nc Popclings,and not they of them. 
And I doubt not but all men of good and found judgement, and fuch as are not 
caricdaway with prciudicc in regard of partialitie or priuatc rcfpc&,wil! iumpe 
with me in this opinr in. If they fliall fay that Church-men hauc bin indeed mai- 
mers in that rradc,but that their fchollcrs hauc exct lied them; I eafily accord that 
in fbmc blafphcmy they might farrc exceed them . But two forts of blafphemies 
there arc , which arc proper and peculiar to them alone . For whereas Lay-men 
blafpheme God but in word oncly,Church-mcn blafpheme him alfo in dcedifor 

they both dilhonor him by their wicked Hues, andtcarchim in pecccs with their 
bloudy oathes : ( for I take the word here in a more* genci all acccption then it is 
commonly taken^bcing directed by the Grecke Etymology formerly fpoken of. ) 
And though we fliould but fpeake of blafphemies in wordonly,how many forts 
(may we rhinke)arc there to be found in the writings of thefc Sir Iohns,of which 
Lay-men ncuer dreamed? 

3 Firft thcrfore to begin with blafphemies common as well toLaicks asClc- 

ricks,vttcrcd in diflionor of God by thefc {wearing (waggcrcrs and fuftian fooles, 
it will not finke into my head, that fecular men cucr rapped out fuch wicked and 
wild oathes as Church-men hauc done, but rather the contrary. How eucr it be, 
this I arn furc of, that though T continued long in Italy (whci c abouc all other 
countries blafphcmy doth moft fearfully abound)and was often in pIacc(rhough 
forcagainft my will; where I heard very outragious & dctcftable fpccchcs againft 
our Sauiour Chrift and the blefled Virgin (whom rhey handle after a farrc Gran- 
ger manner then they do in France J yet neuer heard I fuch a blafphemy as this, 
which was vttcrcd by a Pricft at Rome % Al difpetto di quel an che vendetta mil* Croce. 

He 



CHAPTER XXV. 

He had indeed belched out fu ndry other before he came to this which he rcferucd 
for the laft to make vp his mouth v/ithall ,ab being moft horrible of all the reflvAnd 
what moued him (may we think ) to brcake forth into this blafphemy,but a ftrum- 
pet of his(forfboth) who had playd him a flippery touches himfelte affirmed; As 
if this wcic not to play Wtllsommers to ftrike his next fellow: that bccatife the cur- 
tizan had angered him,hc would reucngc himfclfc vpon God, and fo defpite and 
villanizc him,as neither Turke nor lew could hauc done worfc.For he further ad- 
ded a moft execrable fpcech,which I will here omit . As for blafphemies vttered 
in coolcbloud without choler,palfion or heatc of affeclion,our good Catholicks 
of the Romilh hierarchy are fo far from being indebted to the Laity ,t hat (execptf 
they will be very vngrateful) they muft needs acknowledge rhem (clues much be- 
holding vnto the: for proofe wherof,as I hauc allcadged examples of the blafphe- 



miesot the one, fo I wil hcreallcadge fome f ew of the other. And fii ft I wil begin 
with that which is fpoken in way of a prouerbe, Wy/k not or perhaps it is not true. 
Which grew (as it .is faid) vpon fpeech of one that preached of the paflton , who 
after he had made the poore people died tcarcs by the pirifull exclamations which 
he made vpon the cruel death which our Sauiour fuffcred vpon the croffc' 5 hauirtg 
had thepaftimcandfporthe looked for, Cak\^fVeepe not, for perhaps it is not true. 
And what (hall we fay of the ghoftly father ,who preaching at Tours (about three 
or fom e ycarcs ago) faid, Thefc wicked Huguenots do vtterly renounce the Pope, 
and fay, that we are onely to hold that which Chrift hath taught : But I tell you, 
that it Chrift and the Pope fliould fit here cither of them inachaire, and the one 
of them fliould enioync me one thing, and the other another $ I would obey the 
Pope rather then Chrift. And this agrecth well with that which an Italian writcth 
of a Cardinall, who being fick vnto the death,and defirous to be fliriucn 5 when his 
confeffor told him(vpon occafion) that he ought to worfhip one only God. So I 
do (quoth he) and that is the Pope. For feeing that the Pope is God on carth(and 
thatbotharcnottobc worfliippra)I had rather worfliip him that is vifible, then 
God who is inuifible.His confeflbr replying againc,and telling hiuyhat the Pope 
was neither God nor Chrift (albeit the fimplc feduced world did hold him for his 
vicar.) How(quoth he)can it be faid,that the Pope is ChriftsVicardfthat were fo, 
Chrift fliould begrcater then the Pope. But I would thou fliouldft know,thatif 
he fliould come in proper pcrfon to RomcjXw Pope would not entertaine him,ex- 
cept he would fubmit himfclfc and kiffe his pantoufle.Notwithftanding Pope/*- 
Utts the third (otherwife called John Maria de Monte)\V2S cotent to be called Gods 

Vicar ,whcn as hcfaid,that if God was fo angry for an apple, that for it he caft but 
firft father Adam out of Paradifc,thcn might lie (who was his Vicar) wel be angry 
for a Peacock which isagrcater matter (IwiffeJ then an appIc.This he meant ofa 
Peacock fcrucd him in at dinner,which he had commaunded fliould be kept cold 
for fupper 9 but was not.For which ouerfight being in a wonderful! chafe , a Car- 
dinall fitting with him at the table, told him that he ought not to be fo angry for 
fuch a trifle: to whom the Pope anfwere'd as is aforefaid.Thc fame holy father'mif- 
finghisdifli of porke,which was wont tobeoncof hisftanding diflics,(forbelo- 
ued porkeand peacock exceeding well) when his fteward told binyhat the Phy- 
fition hadgiucn order there fliould be none fcrued in, becaufc it was hurtfull for 
his health : he would not take this reafon tor good payment , but began to defpite 

him whofc vicar he boafted himfelfe to be, faying: Porta mi quel wio piatto, all dif- 
petto di Bio:Fetchr»cmy*PorkeindefpightofGod.\t\ reading of which ftory, that jn 

came to my mind which I heard reported of Pope Paul the third,how tharih pro, i u 

ccllion 
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cefBon at Rp>»e,xvhcrc the Corpus Chriftt (as they call it) was fblcmnly caricd be- 
forebim in proccflion,hc (hould fliy ,that if the company which went before ftaid 
fo long,thcy would make him renounce Chrift. Wherupon one rannc before,and 
willed them to march on rafter: for hisHblincflc (faith he) is in fuch a rage by rea- 
fon of your long ftay,that he is ready to renounce Chrift and all the Kiric/le.Con- 
fider(gcntlc Reader) how handfbmly thefe things hang together, that he which 
went in (olemnc proceffion in honourof the body of Chrift (as they would make 
belccue) fliould deny Chrift 




ofGod haue the 



opened to fee fuch abufcs,ought to conhder what the Greek prouerb faith of fuch 

fpccchcs,that Often when the tongue trippeth.it tellcth the truth. For (confided ng the 

abulc therein comitted)were it not better to deny Chrift,then to make him fuch a 
morrice dancer in a May-game? An example of this tripping wchaucin him who 

faid to a Pricft,Comcand (ay Made in an hundred thoufand diucls namcs,for my 
maiftcr is angry. Another MafTc-monging gentleman of Lorraine being angry 
with his fonne(who was a Maflfc-maligner) faid vnto him, Get you to Mafle in 
the diucls namc,to Maflc. Whereof his fbnnc tooke aduantage , acknowledging 



that his father fpakc 



But to returnc to our blafphemcrs, 



we find that the* Vicars afbrefaid made noeonfcicncc to appropriate and apply 

thcmfclucs (fbme in carneft,others in fportjthofc texts of Scripture^ wherein he 
( whofc vicars they pretend thcmfclucs to be) fpcaketh of himfclfc. Alexander 
the firt lying on his death bed,vfcd the fame word* to thofc that ftood about him 
that Chrift did to his Apoftles, %My peace Igiite vntojou^ my peace Heme with you. 
And Pope Paul the third knew how to apply the woids of Saint Paukl would 'w/fb 

my fil/e ft par ate from chrift for my brethren .which are my kinfmcn according to theflejh. 

For being tol J vpon a time by certaine Cardinals in open Comiftory , that he 
could notgiuc Parma and Play fame to hisbaftards,cxccpt he would damne hira- 
felfc:hean(wered them in this fort, If Saint /Wbarc fo tender an afFe&ion to his 
countrymen (whom he callcth his brethren) that he ck fired tobefeparate from 
Chrift to the end they might be failed; why fliould not I bearc fo tender an affe- 
ction to my fonnesand nephewes , as to labour to make the m great with the ha- 
zard of mine owne filiation < As for the (perch of Pope Leo the tenth, it futeth 
better with the atheift call (pecchof the gallant who i^WecpenotJor perhaps ft is 
not true. For when Cardinall Btmhut allcadgcd a cert line place out of the new 
Teftamcnt,heanfwercd him in this fort, o what wealth haucwegotten by this fable 

of Christ ?of which blafphcmy,notonly this Pope,bur thcorcatcft parr of his pue- 
fellows are guilty in the higheft dcgrec,if we may iudgeof the tree by his fruitcs. 

4 Th.Tcarcalfo fimdry other blafphemiesvttcred by thefe Sit ■ W*m, as well 
in their difputat ions as in their (ei monsand writin<*s,of which 1 will here allea^ge 
fome few examples. A popifh Prelate di( j >utinp cm a time againft certaine his ad- 
ucrfarics/aid he wondrcd that they vnderftood not a text in the new Teftamcnf, 
very pregnant to ftop the mouthesofthc Lutherans in the matter of luftification 
by faith onely. For marke ((aid he) when the Apoftles were on the fea in a fiiiall 
fliip.tofF'dvvith the wind, Saint Peter (han^ a Lutheran^ and bcleeuing that his 
bare faith was able to iauehim)faid vnto Chrift, Bid me come vnto thee vpon 
thcAvatcn. And(he hauing bidden him come)leapt into the fea with his naked 
fjifh.nnd hardly e(capeddiowning:Nay,hehadbindmwnedourefqueflionjf 
Chi ift had nor miraculoufly aflifted him and pulled him into the fliip,caufing Iv'm 
to returnc to his workeagaine,viz.to his rowing. Now then let thefe fellows who 

rely fo much vpon their faith,go and dro wne with S.Petcr if they wil.For my part 

I 
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I am not determined to forfake the Imal veuel^ut toawde in it rowing at oneoate 
or other^ft iHJibouf ing and exercifing my felfe in goodworkcs.if we had no other 
example , this alone werefutficiertt to (hew how tbcfe Sir lotos dallied withthc 
Scripture** Bowbeit there are infinitelike to be found. Among >vhich,that of a 
Popifh Prelate is very common,who was not afhamed to lay , that Siaint iWfpake 
many things which he might well liaue concealed 3 and that if bc.had confidewd 



the offence which might haue bin taken thcreat,he would haue bin better aduifed 
before he had fpoken thein . But what greater blafphcmiescouldaJithe diuelsin 
hell deuifc and force , then thofc which we rcadein the IxAk^offitofprmitivt 
printed at d^i/Unby one G*ur4 r*tfic*>in the yeare 1510. and after that in ojtofc 
places? where fundry things ate recorded more like dreamcs and dotages fcheiimit 
ftories.For though the world in old time was maruatfouily blindcd^as wc know) 
in fuch fort that a man would haue thought they had {thropgh thm$ judgment 

of <Sod)fhut their eyes,tbat they might not fee the truth ; yet was nothing to the 
blindncfTc of thofe blind bayards,who publifhed the book of Cctyfw mitics 4 €O.UT 
tainincfuch horrible,hideous and hcjlifh blafphcmie$;.that it is atooft incredible 



there 




acelefTe as once durft breathe or b^ekh them 



For proofc whereof confider thefe particulars : Chrift was transfigured but once) 



Francis twenty timcs.Chrift changed water into wine but once^.i^4W*rdidit 
thrifc.Chrift felt the paine ofliis wounds but a fhort time, s. Funis felt the p 



ofhis for the fpace 

the blind, rcftoringli 



f twoyearcs together. And as for miracles j asgiuing figh 
limmes to the larac, carting diuejs out of men pQlTcflcd, < 



tto 
and 



railing the dead , Chrift hath done nothing in comparifon of S; f ranch and bis 

brcthrcn.For they haue giuen %ht to aboue a thoufand blind-they haue made a- 
boueathoufand lametowalke,asweUmen as bcafts ^ they haue caft diucls out of 

mo then a thoufjmd demoniacks 9 and haue raifed abouea thoufand from death to 



life. Is it poffible that a man fliould hcarc thefe falfe Friers teach and preach fuch 

ftuflfc as this without {pitting in their faces^ what fay i, without fpitting in their fa- 



ces^nay without tearing them in pecces i True it is indeed,thcy durft not fay 
plaitie tcrmcs,that Chrift was not worthy to wipe s. Francis bis fhocs'/or they arc 

fav that he excelled the Apoftles, the Saints, and the Angels:) But 



hauing confidently auouched that his miracles did infinitely furpafle Chrifts mi 



raclesrthey thought there was none fo Ample butcould eafily inferxc the conclu 
fion,though he had ncucr ftudied the principles of Logicke . But I dial! defii^e 
thcc(gentlc Reader) to lend thy patient eare to other fay ings in this booke, Ffa* 
of the forefaid impreffion: Beata Maria ,vt Francifm mtttereiur inrtyndumfatri 

fupplicamt. Utm^JMaria^rancifciprecibta indulgentiam fro peccatmbw in EccUfia 
SanHaMarid de portiuncuia impetrauit : that is,T he virgin ^Mary prayed to God tht 
Father that he would fend Saint Francis into the world: and by his inter cef ion obtained 
pardon fir firmer s in the Church of Saint Mary de Portiuncula. But herein confi- 
ftcth the very quintelTcnceof impudency,in that they make the Scripture to come 
at their whiftlcand fetue their diucllifh legendary Ues, which they *auc coy ned 
of their S. Francis As when they fay (in the fame place) Francifeus eft in gloria Dei 
Patrts.rhiU.thit is, S.Francis is in theglory of God the Father. He that defireth to 
heare more of fuch abufes,deprauations and fabrications of holy Scripture atton 
a thrum.farrcmorc incredible then theformcrjlet him readc that which is written 

(oU.ChriJlt# fecit Francifcum ftbi fmiUm:primo in vita virtuofaxdcindeimprt&M 

„ .Hincdebeato Francifco/lkdFccUftaftici^JiciturJXone 

titttfui confer uaret le^em Excel ft. $u) bus verbis J>cati Francifci ccUbrifftsjrdclartt^ 
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tiiMUi homikni^d eft F rdncifium) ad tmagintm tiftrtUiudincmnoftamtfr+nfo 
flfiibsea mris-drwlatilibtH W/, tjrbeftijs icrrtfvniucrfafc creaturk\omi^ t J u ^ 
ip$4 muttui iH krra.EtfeqmturformauitDeus kominm d^limotem\^&i r ^Q 

'bum in Parddijd-vt operaretur & cuftodirtt Ufa Etibidlm^ Uxomni kgHVPmdifiw. 
medoi de Itgnfontm fcientU bm& malt Hi timed*}. BtfiMtur.quM & m mod 
MMT4tto*mktffiUnMMfkhm\&f«iiti adiutorim ftmile /ibi . Bi> WttitSfad 
ill toft it tun, & ex ia Euam kdifcauiu lri quibtu verbis eftknditur qMg Puntmtik 

mhmd,prim > oftnguUriflmks t & * Deoinmndttm defihatm^ noncdfh fimitlm 

WMMmctofttolftddiuwdpnti^ ideoadkb'cofltndtti 
Mm dirittriVkClmito. Verbmefl mint Trinitdtis bcMUniPranaUuri tdLnduM 

Miglnth. x $tt^4mdfmt*^Jjne#m*m i & k amvis brutakm 



rjM fomofuit, &fcr confirm mnfenfualis, am fenfuatiikti corporis d/dttks M A 
u fi{ uratuy -Mlonabilis.&ratmifuldttHl &frbiecius.Sic enim motniTeMdir^. 



„~.„ wr ww;,v '''^jH^^i^j^ccrus.drcemm motm t enfudlesrefre 

pctnHcnUd artiiori vt hoftm dtmefticum ferftm'fmcmt 9 &^ Jbd^ 

tunmtfetmortbm dmcifimus^ia btftij, terra, ottau,, D^tifsfZ 



tar: vmntem. Detimttm.o, Dei etJempUtitnt 

rJT '// * nd p m 1" ™*<<im<l»<r*,v<rbo effcaaJsiml.^U opera ]* 

wbmim. Dectmoqiitnuijn omnibus or imatifsimus : quia cufhdiu itfeXaltf 

^mftxtoJmHator Apollo knm & perfect: <,** « «Jsg* SS£ 
fytm fxcecrat or feeler «m centra De»m emmiflmm.- qui* dehno „TZ Z 

J^il'fib,,v,delicet^ont«btrnmmp M pertati S efl/16,daMm rt,J>Z3 , ■ 

Thatis Chn( ^« made s.Fr^f/, like to l,i m fafc:fiift; n his vemiomlifi-.n™. 
inimpnnnng his wounds in his body .Whcrupon itk fiW \£,lJn Ji . 

fmcfho excellency, fLJL£ 0 l 7 A X r Vhld ' ' "«* f « f»«h ** 

..tad » what end God Jffifc^^ 

tUfmm tpmUhdJ&d b, made him ■ Jw^SS^^J 

and thereof m ,de Pa, R,, i • 7 ^ himfclfea„i tooke tut tm 

/ / ""-couniuiotmcn, butbylusowneprouidcncc, 

whereby 
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whereby he difpofeth and gouerneth all things. And therefore it Is fayd , Let vs 

make: A (pcech vttered by all the perfom in the Trinity , appointing s. Francis to 
come into the world.Secondly,that he was moft pure, void of all carnality ,brutifli- 
ncs and fenfuality : for he was a man,and Co coniequently not carnal nor addicted 
to flcfhly lufts as beafts arcrbut exempt from it,as hauing an vnderftanding foulc, 
obedient & fubie^ to reafomSq that through his ftric^ penance, he {6 wel curbed 
and kept in his (enluall appetite,that he perfectly foylcd and brought vndcr his in- 

teftine enemy jObcying reafon without difficulty. Thirdly, moft perfect, becauie 

he was created in the image of God. Fourthly ,a moft pcrf edt exemplar or Idea of 
all goodnciTc, becaufe he was made after the (imilitude of God. Fifi!y,of a moft 

auftcreand ftrid life,bccaufe he had foucraignty oucr the fifties of the lea. Sixt- 
ly,moft beloued of the Angels, becaufe he was ioyned to the fbwles of the ayre. 
Seuenthly,a great friend to all tinners, becaufe he had Lordfliip oucr all the beafts 
of the field . Eightly,moft needy vnitcd to God, becaufe he v, as ruler and goucr- 
nourof all creatures.Ninthly,a mortall enemy to the diucl, becaufe he had power 

ouer all that creepeth on the earth.TcnthIy,of all men moft bafc in his ownc con- 
ceit, becaufe he was made of theduftofthe earth. n.Moft replenifhed with 
grace,becaufe God breathed into him the breath of life. 1 i.Ful of venue and ope- 
ration, becaufe he was madealiuingfoule. 13. Rauifhed with the contemplation 
of God,becau(e he was alwayes in Paradife.14.M0ft mighty in word,bccaufe he 
laucd many.15.M0ft orderly in all his a<5tions,becau fe he keptothcrs and bimfelfe 
alfo. 1 6. An imitator of the Apoftles and of the perfect; forhedidcateof cuery 
tree.i 7. A detefter of all wickednefle committed againft God, becaufe he did not 
cate of the tree of knowledge of cuill. 1 8 .0 ne that had (as it were) betrothed him- 
felfe to pouerty , renouncing the world-becaufe God gauc him an helper toaflift 

him,viz.poucrty to be his companion. And laftly, a difpenfer of all fandity and 
religion, becaufe ofhim the Church was formed,as concerning the three orders: 
for thofe three branches fprang out of him,as from a rib taken out of his fide.Nay 
there is no teftimony of Scripture from the firft chapter of Genefis to the end of 
the Apocalyps , which is not vfed or rather abufed to magnific and fet out the 

ordor of 'S.Francis. F0I.8 3 .Et ideo Iohannes Etiangeliliaypoflefuam K^poc.cap.y . dc« 
firipfn tempus mifs'tonis B. Francifci,fcilicetfub apertion<LJ fextifigtlli, ejr quomodo eft 
mi(pts:quiavt Angiitis h dbens ftgnum Dei vittr.fubdit de multitudine, Vrancifci prd- 
dicationejuita tfr exemplo, cjr ftiorum fociorum^ ad CbriHum conuerfa & Conner tenda* 
Jgaumdicityqiiodvidit numerum ftgnatornm ^centum qttadraginta qttatttormillia ex 
omni tribu fil'tornm ifraclxhoc potefl exponi, quod in hoc or dine tot effent futvrifratres, 

ftue conuertendiperfratres\ deduclo populo ad Dominum^r hoc in ordinis proceffu. Vel 
tempore Antichrifti,quando bicordo^aejlrucfis aliis ordintbus ^prtdicabit contra \^4n- 
tichriftum. Ettunciuxtaditlu A po floury Scripture ^ Apoc t cap.$,reliquia Ifrael ad 
Vominum conuertentnr . Vel pot eft dicijfuod per n a merit cert urn (iuxta modum loquen- 
di Scripturx)accipitinccrtum:vt nonfolitm fwt fignaufcilicet habit u Francifti cf cru- 
cifxiftntum qttadraginta quatuor militated inftniti alij. Et hoc videtur Johannes in- 
mere jfttum fttbdit , quod 'vidit poft predict a turbammagnam^quamnemo dinumerare 
poterat : ex omnibus tribu bus, populis ejr Unguis \ejrc. Sic ergo multitudtne locorum per 

angttlos mtmdt dijfuforum^paret multitttdo fratrum qui funt iftiw ordinis. 

That is, 

And therefore Saint lohn the Euangclift ( Apocal.7.)hauing fet doWne the time 
when Saint Francis fhould befent inro the world , namely,at thcopening of the 
fixt feale : aud in what fbrr, viz. as an An^ell hauing the iignc of the liuing God: 

T > he 
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Hetcllcmvs of the multitude which fliould be conuerted to Chrift by the holy 
life and doctrine of him and his fellows. When he faith,that the number of thole 
which were fealcd was an hundred fortic and fbure thoufand of all the tribes of 
Ifracl: which may bcthusexpoundcd,that there fliould befo many Triers of that 
Order, or of Inch as were to be conuerted by their meanes, ( the people being 
brought vnto the Lord)and that in the continuation of the oidei j or rather in the 
time of Antichrift,whcn this order fhould prcachagainft Antichrift, the reft be 
ingaboliflicd.And then (according to the laying ol the ApoirlCjtheScripttucvmd 
the Apocalyp.chap. 8.) The remnant of Ifracl fliall be conuerted to the Lord. Or 
it may befaid 5 thatby a ccrtainenumbcr(in the Scripture phi ale) is meant an vn- 
certainc: to wit, that there mall not oncly be an hundred foity and fbure thou- 
fand Franafcans and Crucigeri lealed, but an infinite number of others alio. And 

this feemcth to be Saint Johns meaning when he faith , that he faw a great multi- 
tude which could not be numbred,or all tribes, people & tongues,&c.So that the 
multitude of Franc/feans may be gathered by the multitude of their Couents in al 
charters and corners of the world. And fol.4.in the famcpagc before the former 
place, we haue thefc words : Quibtu ejr alijs qu£ hie omit tut to quanta eft gloria beati 
Fran'ci(ci,euidenter aflruitur & monftratur.cr confequenter ap pant y q nod beattis Fran, 
eifem m calo premium habet magnum; & in fede celja fublimatttri vt de ipfo dkatur 
Domino If fit illud Pfalmt octant, Gloria & honor e coronaitieum^ conHituiHifuper 
of era manutim tuaritm. Dcdit enim tlltgloriamregm qualem nullusante cum habuiU 

x.ParaUp .that is,by which(and fun dry other particulars here omittcd)it may ap- 
pearc how great the glory of Saint Francis is , and confequendy how great a re- 
ward he hath in heauen,and how he is exalted and fet in a high throne." For Pfal, 
S.thc holy Ghoft faith to Chrift concerning him,Tboti halt crowned him with glo- 

tie and honour, and halt fet him otter the workes of thy hands . For he hath giuen him 

a greater mcafure of glory in his celcftiall kingdomc,thcn cuer he gaue to any be- 
fore him. i.Paralip.29. And fbl.14. Fuit etiam beattts Framifcus mimflris pluribus 
&c. that i<, Saint Francis was alfo manifefted to many prouinciall miniftcrs,wben 
he cfbbliflicd the laft rule. At which words of Saint Francis .CAw'^ bowing him-* 



fclfe,faid,that that was his meaning touching the obferuation of 
thereupon cried with a loud voice in their heaiing, that himfclfe ; 



f the rule ; and 



ing,that himfclte and notS.f><w- 



cts was author thereof. It is there further laid, that Saint Francis kept cuery iot 
and tittlcof thelaw.Aud fol.17.that he was Patriarch, Prophet, Apoftlc, Martyr, 
Dod >r ,Confeiror,Virgin,Angell, nayaboueall Saints whatfocucr, moft con- 
formable to Chrift. And fol.4<5.he fetteth downe the names and firnamcs of his 

tw:luc Apoftles,viz. Petrus Catbanci, Johannes dcCapella, Pbitippus Lonws^c. 
And ftraightaf ter he faith , As Judas lfcariot wis caft out of theotlicc of Apoftle- 
fhip vnder Chrift, fo Johannes de Cape/la was put from his Apoftk fliip vndcr Saint 

Francis. Aud what would we morcc when they fticke not to fay (fol.-> 20.) Beam 

Fr ana feus tttnlatus fuit titttlo I e s v 1 per conformitatem quam habtttt ad vitam left: 
Na'aak en' v s quia vigo punfsima.M 1 xftnfiam into tor urn & exterior nm cuffodia & 
relatione Iv d.t.or VM,/p tuklo & gattcho plcnus creaturas o>nncs adDcumlatt* 

dandumfolunauit: that is,Saint Francis was called lefts in regard of his conformity 
with him m his holy life. A Kazarite, becaufe he was a moil pure virgin. A Kinl 
as haum^ p ,we; ant dominion ouct his inward and outward (cnl^oftbe Jewes, 
becaufc that beuig full offpirituall and hcauenlyioy,hcftirrcd vn all creatures to 
praife God. But enough of thefe diabolical and damnable fpeeches : foi- 1 fuppofe I 
am come to the height of the blafphcmous impieties of thcfcMonkifh inferno* 

if 
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5 Touching blafphemies w hich.haue bene vttered in the pulpit by Popifh 
Preachers,! wil here alleadge fome few examples asan additament to the former! 
yet fo as if I haply omit any which fliall after ward come to my mind in the fee ond 
part of the Apologie(wherc I am to (hew how our aunceftors furTered their Pie* 
chers to leade them by the nofe) I will not miflc there to infert them, l or the p re- 
lent, I remember a fpeech which Menot a French man,and Barest an Italian dctt- 
ue*d in thepulpit,containing fuch a blafphemy as were enough to make thehaire 
of a mans head ftand vpright,viz. that rather then Chrift ihould not haue bin cru- 
cincd,thc Virgin Mary would haue crucifiedfcim with her owne hands True it is 
they alleadge their authors, and further, adde that it proceeded of an carncft defii* 

(he had of the faluation of mankind . But becaufe it might otherwife haply feeme 
mcredit>le,I will here fet downe their owne words, quoting the place where the? 
are to be found . Firftthcn in thefermonsofAtaW fol.169. cbi.3. awards the 
end 5 fomwhat before thefc words, FinumangeltorMmtiuAdrageJimaitu^cx^ as 
™\fow\\\:AMdmiaboremag$riHmt t foconuentu 

altmfi obtuli fet, virgo Maria tamo zelo amabat redemptionem gentrti humavi , quod 
proprys mambusfiltum cruet fixijjet As for Baretete ,marke wi jat he faith of the blefr 
fedvirgin,fol.H5.col.a.^«/4 tempore pafsionu,quamuufuidolores effentintenfi vi- 
dendofliHm affligijamefi ifolebat filtum mori pro human* generations falut<Ls. Et vt 
die it Ai cbteptfiopwji alim modus noH fuijjct jpfamet filium proprium occtdilfet iquu 
von minor erat charitatfua quhn ^ibrdh <* ,qai filittm fuum em tar am occider^j. 

Morcouer he faith that the Apoftles went to complainc to her of herfonnc , be^ 
caufe he kept not touch with them in fendingthc holy Ghoft :and that there was 
a diflention betweenc the Father and the holy Ghoft , who feared to come into 
the wotld, left they fliould be dealt with as the Icwes dealt with Chrift. mde i. 

fio mam veniunt ad CMariamJicentesJicujihtu turn nobu promt ftt mittere (biritum 
fanaumihodie funt decern dtet quod ' afcendt^ejr adhucfpiritumfancJumnon mtftt. Et 
yirgo,N on dubttetu quod bodie omntno mittet : nec ante mittere debuit.Et ratio, ($uan± 
doDcH* traxit populum de captiuitate Mgypt/, quinquagepmo di<Ls defcendtt in form* 
i*nis in monte Stnai,dando legem: fuit figura , quod quinquagefimo die rejurrecliontt 
ftu,nos Itberaret & viuificaret.vnde ponamus nos in or at tone, Petrus cum atij sfeadv* 
nam partem pofutt: Laz^rtu cum Lxxij.ad atiam:ejr CMagdaiena cum alijs multeribus 
dd alt am : & virgo M aria in medio. In axle fit palatio faSta eft dtfjentio inter Patrem & 
Spirit urn fintfum. 0 pater (inquit filitu )promift Apoftolismeu paraclttUm & confilau 
torem.'temptis aduenit <vt promijfto»emattendam.Cuipatcr,SumcontMm:indica, a pi. 
ritttifanfto.Cui Spirits fantitu, Die mihi tjuomodo te trail autre? Cut fUtutjOidc me^> 
per cbaritatcmxojlendit ei latus & manus ey pedes perforate. Heu mihi Jed vadam m 

aliameffigiem,quodnonaudebuntmetangere,^idefcenditcummaximoftrepitu t Fa' 
tlus eft repentc de ccelo [onus tanquam aduenientis^ &c. S ec f ol . 1 7 8 . col. 1 . 

6 But let vs heare another difcourfe of the fame Preacher^ftufTed with farre 
greater and more incrcdibleblafphcmics:, cfpecially confidering that the chiefeft 
myftery of Chriftian religion is thereby prophaned. Fol.220.col4. thefc be his 
words: guamuis ab ttcrno Dcusjrtdcftinauerttjfcc. (Which beeaufethey are Ibm- 

what long & tedious,it fliall fumcc to tranflate them into EngKfli,abridging them 
in fome places:) Though God Cfaitb he) had decreed the incarnation of his Son 
and the faluation of mankind from aireternrtie ; yet it was his wil arid pleaf itre that 
it fliould be impetratcd by our prayers,and the prayers of holy people ; fo that the 

T 3 holy 



no 



THE FIRST BOOKE 



holy fathers cucn with teares dcfired to fee that day 5 and how great their defirc 
was,the Scriptures dcclarc.Now Adam >Enos, Enoch x MathHfakm % l&mcch*6x\d Not 
(who lined fo long) feeing they could not obtaine the thing which the ydefircd, 
f Wlucd to fend Ambafladours. Firft £/fy,(aying chap.16. Lord fmdlbe Lambt^, 

the gouernout of the land (Agnum dominatorem terra,) And chap. 45* T$u beauens 
find downe your deaw from aboue^^&c. And in the ^.chapter, 0 thatibou wonldeft 
break the heauens and come downer, and that the mountain es might melt at thy pre* 
Jfoce.AfvT that,the Prophets fend Mofisfixod.4. obficro Domtmjnitte quern mifi 
furus es: that is,/ befiech t bee ,0 Lord, fend him whom thou flmldefl find: that is, thou 

-baftfent me before for a particular deliuerance, now fend for thcgenerall deliue- 
rance.After that,thc Kings lent Dauid t who (pake thus, Lord jhetvvsthy mercy ,and 
yuMtwihy facing health. After all thefe came Lsfaron,(cnt by the Pricfts,whoiaid, 
ixrd bow the heauem and come downer. In the laft place came the Church, which 
faid, Stint vpity ftrengtb and comedo Lord lift vp tby felfe. The Patriarchcs feeing 
.that thefe requetb tooke no placement women. Firft Madame Eue went and (pake 
xhm/Thon haft condemned vs for our ftnne, yet remember it not O God, but dtliuer me 
\*»t of tbtfdarke dungeon . To whom God anfwered 5 Eue thou haft finned, and 
therefore art vn worthy my fbnne fkould be lent into the world for thy lake. The 
Iccond was Madame Sara, who fiud.0 Lord belpe vs : to whom God anfwered, 
Thou art not worthy: for thou didft not belccuc that thoulhouldft conceiuc and 
heare a (bnne.Thc third was Madame Rebecca^o whom God faid,Thou fliewcdft 
thy felfe partiall betwecne and Efau.Thc fourth was Madame Judith,to who 
.God anfwcred,Thou haft bin a murtherer.The fift was Quccnc EUher, to whom 
he faid , Thoarloucdft vanitie too much,when thou deckedft thy felfe to pica fc 
King Afjuerus. At laft they lent a maid offourteenc yeares of age,who with a de- 
left and fhamefaft countenance kneeled downe and faid, / befiecb thee(o my Cod) 

that my beil bcloued ma) come into hit garden, that he ma) eate of his apples. (This gar- 
den was the virgins womb.) Which when the fonncheard,hc (aid vnto his father, 
O my father,! haue from my youth loued this maid , and hauc laboured to haue 
her to my fpoufe.Whcrupon God the Father prefently calling the Angel Gabriel, 
ifaid vnto him, Gabriel go quickly to Tiazareth to Mary, and cany her thefe letters 
from me, and tell her that 1 haue chofen her to be my wifc.Thcn faid the Sonne, 
And u 11 her from me,that I haue chofen her to be my mother, and that I will be 
incarnate in her wombc ; I will be her fonnc,and fiie (hall be my mother: Deliuer 
her this mcflage.Thcn fpake the holy Ghoft,and faid , I will dwell in her,and fhe 
(hall be my Templc-Cary her this mciTagc from me.Thcn Gabriel coming to her, 

toid,^ue gratia plena,Dominus tecum. Ab A {quod efl fine) & Fejulpa^immumsa 
trtpltci Ve. Deq tubus Apoc. ,12. Ve.ve/vty babitantibus in terra. Gratia plena, liter ony 
mus,Bcne£ratiaplena,quod ceteris per partes.ejrc. At thefe words of the Angcll (he 
was forctroubled.Now fhe had three gentlewomen with her, Prudencc,Virgini. 
tie and Humilitic. And firft me went to Prudence to haue her counfcll, faying 
C) my loue ? tell me your opinion, what I were beft to do. Prudence anfwered, 
Ctiary, I confider that which is wntten.in the 2p.ch3p.of Ecciefiafticus,/^ that is 
haft) togtue credit m light minded. And therefore it is weH faid in the Gofpell that 

Oif4rymufod in her felfe what mancroffilutationthatm^htrK^Jf^^/wj^i. 

Audi taccnsjfr pro reuerentta accedittibi bona gratia, due care and be ftill, and for thy 

goodbehautour thou /halt be loued . The Angcll feeing her thus troubled, faid vnto 
hcr,Feare not Mary : why art thou afraid 1 After this fhe asked counfell of her fc 

cond gentlewoman Vuginitic, who faid vnto her, uiUry aske the Angcll hoW 

thou 
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thou fhalt coricciue: if he anfwer arid fay,By the feed of ntori£este him away With 

a cudgdl.0 iuuencuUiquando vefirt amatores nomtn'Ant mbuditttJfc.Hmtkn this 
bc^, feeing I neuer knew man? The Angcll anfwered, The My Ghofijha/l cemetybn 
thee, and the power of the mofl high jhaftouerlhadowtbce, an'd tbtrefbrt&c. Affd At- 
tic after/There was a difputarion whofliould worke this redemption,whetfierThe 



t 



Fathe^the Sonne,or die holy Ghoftj and it was agreed that thtf -Sonne fhoujd be 
the Redeemer. And the reafon,6Yc ' "■ 

7 And ifitwercpoffrWe for thee (gentleReadcr) 

I would further dcfire thee to reade this other difcourfc of tKcfiHwI^ac'hc'fea 
thou mayft fee how he is like himfcKb in all thiags,ahd how dfie Wafphem^ oVavJ- 
cth on another, For fol.i 6~8.col.4,he faith, i^ljercattofatia efUquisdcbcbat tread 

matrem,nunti<ire banc refurreclionem, ^yfdam dixit \mtbi incumbit,&c. The mea- 
ning of which words(as alfo of the reft which cnfiic touching the fame art;umetj 
is this.lt was debated amongft them, who ihould go to the bleflcd virgin thrifts 

mothcr,tofignifie her fonncs rcfu^eaibn:o/^£iid,that -it was his dutietogo. 
For(faid he) I was the caufe of the euill, and ther'fOrd I ought to tic* the caufe of the 
contrary good.But Chrift ajifwere'd him, ThoifWduIdft (haply) tarry by the way 
to eate figs. Abel faid that that office belonged to him:Chriftanfwercd,No veril) 5 
forthou mayft(perhaps)meet thy brother Cain byriie way, who wilkil thtx.?(pab 
alfo ofTeredhimfelfe,faying,thatthat honour tohim:to whomChriftan- 

lwered,Surely thou (halt not go-for thou loucft dfinketbo well. John 2M//jffcid, 
I will go : Nay laid Chrift,thou of all other fliilt hot go s for thy garment jseii^of 
h iire.Thc thecfe faid,that that office beloged td him: but Chrift rciecledtiinT^or 
((aid he)thy legs are broken. In the end an Angcll was fent, who began to cfiant 
it out in this (oxt^Regina c<eliMare: Alleluiah.RefurrtM And 
ftraight after came Chrift with a! the Sa jnts,and the Virg!n,eVc.Thcrc are affo fim- 
dry other blafphcmous fpeeches as wel in this as in the reft of their iolly Preachers, 
(though principally in this:,) but becaufe thofe(wMch now come to my rcinem- 
brance)are more tollcrablc,and for that lam not atlcifurc tofecke after others, I 
will content my felfe for this prefent with thefe al>ouc mentioned. The texts of 
Scripture I haue here alleadged,as they are to be found in the vulgar Latin liible. 

But with what brazen-faced impudency they were wont toabufc-them,(liaH be 
fliewcd hereafter. 'V v ( v 

8 And now I procecd to thofc whobafphemc God indeed-which vi 
was proper toChurch-mcn:whe'rcIadiiertifcd the Uea,dcr,that I tooke tne word 
blafthcmy in a moregcnerall accq)tion then jris commonly taken, hailing, ref- 
pecl to the Greekc Etymology. For as he that vfurpes the, Kings crdwnc (being 
but his vafTall) or fets himfelfe in the throne of'thc kingdome circhairc of eflate, 
doth commit nolefTe trcafon again ft the maiefty.of the Priricc,thcn he that ytre- 
reth fome contcmpdble fpcech derogating from his foucraigncty,crowhc and 
dignity : Co (doubtles) he that arfogateth to himfclf diuinc poiver in word or deed, 
may as properly b? calhd ablafphemcr of God.put forafinuch as the fignification 

of the word h.ith not bin vftially ftrctched fo farVc,! wil not greatly ftand toarguc 
the cafe,whether it be lawful to vie it fo or norit ilial fuffice that I haue fli'ewed vno 
what ground I thus vied it.Butifany man mail think that it may more fitly be cal- 
led high treaft>n againft the higheft Maieftie,I will not greatly contend witli nim. 
Now I would here inftance this with examples^ but that they at e fo obuious and 
ordinary Jii^hwayes fo plaine,thata guide were nccdleffe. For,tb fay nothing of 
that man of finne, who calling himfelfe God on earth,caufeth (as much as in him 
T 4 lieth) 
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licth)as great homage to be done vntohim as vnto God : arc not they (I belecch 

you) vfurpersof the honour proper oncly to God,who take vpon them to confe- 

crata,blcitc and abfoluc ? nay to open heaucn to fome,and fli ut it againft others? 
Notwithftanding the world (we lee) fwarmeth with fuch vermine in all places 
where the Church of Rome hath loft nothing of her credite. And albeit this kind 
of blafphcmy bc peculiar to Church-men(as hath bin faidj yet I am not ignorant 
that Princes alfo(who of their humane would make a diuinc maieftic)may wel be 
inroUcd in this rcgifter . But to (hew how many way es they offend in ?his kind, 

Would bea,n argument no lefle odious then tedious,and chiefly for me, who by 
alimeanes labour to make fpeedy dilpatch of this prefent treatife. 




CHAP. XXVI. 

How that as there are fir anger fmnes committed at this Jay then eticr before ^ 

fi God inflicls f ranger punijhments vpon the authors ' 

andinuentors of them* 

Aim Augujliiuaxnong many his memorable fiyings,hath one very 
notableand worthy fo excellent an author, viz. that if God mould 
openly puniih cuery (inneand tranfgreflion in this life,it would be 

thought he relented no punifhment for the iafl judgement. On the 
. "her fide^t he mould notinflitfopen and exemplary punifliment 

vpon lome oft. ndcrs men wold not beleeue that thercwerca diuine prouidencc. 
Therefore when we fee any breake forth into hainous enormities,and yet to fcape 
rcot*ce,(atIeaflwife for aught weknow) we (hould call not oncly our religion 
but our wtts alfo m to qucmon.if we (hould hereupon inferre.that wk ked n I 
cape the heauy hand of God,and that their fmnes remaine vnpunifhed . And ve- 

r'rrT 0t ^ U c^. nd f fl,ouId bc *"cafon that this point cannotfinke 

iZl^u f W^™g Ac very heathC haue by thedim candle- 
'ght of natural! rcafon attamed to this fecret of Gods prouidence: as vvc may fre 

Ztn m tf^ P a , rt of Poc,s > as nam[ 'y ccrtaine verfes all Jed 

by Mm Mm,,. NotvvKhuanding there is a further point to be marked viz ,h« 

God doth not oncly inflia outward or ciuill punifl.ments vpon 3bw 

SS? ST W ^n * ! efCr ». Ue,h 10 Wmfdfc ">e bodily eyZ 

no rce,which he mamfefteth when it feemeth good vnto him . Thefc arc the «. 

hoTe or a t K tt r Wbkh Widcd mc " clldurc in ^rlonf dcncS n* 
S^cfS^^^^ 08 ^- Na X fcefuffcreth oftentimes 
tne wormc of confcicnce to gnaw vpon them a mod al their liues lon° Bur if this 
pumrtvmcnt (.nay feme fay) befo fecret and hid from the eye of S how cm 

• ?H at th,s ^ in fuch '«tc aduanccd to the lifehtft 
fhe,nfcl^l ( 7 CK) °" of fortun « "hcclc, after they once fome 

SISvS hLn f nCCdI ^ ,y ''f 0tK J * «"eir continnaiarfagc 8 nd 
coune ol hit to venfiuhc old fay,ng 5 2W, mit jl ht fi m mor^hrn ,m»y I far. 

whereof 




CHAPTER XXVI. 2l 
'Hereof wc haue a very pregnant proofc and notable example of one inthefe 

oye vvno dealt with fedora time, as Diogenes did with his tub,when he rol- 
led it,tumbled & toned it 5 oucrturned it, and knocked out the head of ir,or rather 
played at tennis with that kingdomc and the King thercof.For what ioy (may we 
thinke)can he haue to liuc(what (hew mcucr he make; who fcareth nothing more 
then armes , and yet hath nothing wherein he may put more confidence men i" 
ai mcsc who dare trull no liuing man, nor yet make (hew that he difhuflcth any 
Whofe feare, which lodgeth with him at homc,accompanicih him alfo abi oade 
who is conftramcd to put no difference betweenc friends and foes , but equally 
fulpeAeth all-in fummc,who the more he thinks vpon the occafions of his feare 
the more he hath caufe to feared May we not well thinke rhatfuebaman bepin- 
neth his hell in this worid,in ftead ofenioying fome fmall pleafurc in the remain- 
der of his life < Could a man hauedefired of God a better reuengc foi hisc/f- 
tifmesfatelmtfmes and Phalar/fmesjhen this*r But to come to other wicked men, 
who are not a'duanccd to fo higha degree of honor ,but are glad to crouch to Inch 
gallants: All men might haue taken notice(at leaftvvile heard) how the Lieutenant 
who was graced by a French Poet with the title of Radaman thus, and (who de/er- 
uedin a double refped to bc called Lieutenant crimina/1) was feized vpon with a 
gricuousdifeafe (as I heard it reported by the Coiledgc of Phimions which had 
him in cure 5 )during which ficknefle he had fuch a fcrious confidcration of his life 
part , that he lay a long time beforeany man could perfwade him but that he was 
condemned to be hanged. Alas(faid hej 1 know I haue defer ucd death : for I haue 
committed fuch and fuch extortion: I had a hand in fuch and fuch rapine: I fuffe- 
red my fclfc to bc bribed and corrupted by malefactors, to the end they might c£ 
cape and go vnpunifhcd;I hauctoo rougblyandtfigoroully intreatcd poore inno- 
cents : to be ihort,I haue made merchandize of my cofcicnce euery way. And not 
cot jnt to houcr th us in generalitics,hecamc in particular,to name'thofc of whofe 
death he thought hi mfclfc guilty, and to ask them forgiuenclTe. At laft he remem- 
brcd that the King had often flicwed mercy on malefactors, and thereupon 



fome wanne hopc,hc was euer harping vpon that ftring.Now albeit they 



confirme him in this concerned hope of pardon,yet he no ft 
fidered the hainoufnefTe of his ofTcnces,but he was ftraight driucn from his hold 
againc,and iaid,thatif the Kingfliould once know them, he would neuer pardon 
him. And in feare of this accurled dcathfwhereunto he thought they were ready 
to Ieade himjhad this poore patient dicd,had it not bin for one of his Phifuions 
who caufed a man to come booted and (purred with letters patents in his hand, 
and to*knockc boldly at the doorc , and as foone as he war, let in,to cry pardon, 

pardon:\vlikh was accordingly performed, yet not without putting him (poore 
foulc)in danger of his life; for hailing heard him knocke in that maner at the gate, 
he perfwaded himfclfe that it was the hangman. And though the party fuborned 
knew well enough how to play his part, yet could he fcarce make him beleeue 
that the King had pardoned him.But being brought in the end to beleeue it,& lb 
to pluck vp a good hearr,hc liucd ibme few dates aftcr.Howbeiterc long he chan- 
ged this miferablc life into a more miferablc death, as vvcfliall hcate in the fe- 
quelofthis difcourfe. In the mcahe time lettheReaderconfider in what mifery 
he muft of ncceflity bc,who was thus aflaultcd of his confcience.Fjor then doubt- 
lcfle by rcafon of his difcafc which diftempered his brainc and intoxicated his vn- 
dcrftandtng, he fhewed himfclfe to be the man which in truth he was. And we 
may well think that the Chancelourof France felt no leflcconflict in confcicnce, 

when 
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when lying on his death bed he cryedout, *ylh Cardinally thou hajl fern vs aHto 

the DiuelL _ 

% But I paflc from this fecret punifli ment (which we may allure ou r felues 
hath feazed vpon many)to that which we fee dayly before our cyes.Firft thcn,thc 
holy Scripture tcacheth vs to acknowledge the hand of God in waircs, ptftilencc 
andfaminc, executing his iuft iudgements vpon vsforourfinncs. Whereof the 
preachers (before alleadged) hauc not bene vnmindfull to admonifli vs. As when 



Me not faith , est can/a quod fames touts re gnat fuper terramjiiji pecca ta & iriqui 



qua nunc regnant? And Barelete } NomievidiHitewporsbmelapjis^uli^ 
m pejle percuflamWcre hoc totum pfofttr peccata snaudtta homimm & multcru. Fur- 
ther , CMenot faith of blafphcmcrs in particular^that God fends them a red rofc of 
Naples. Now then if fuch punifli men ts befureand certcn teftimonersoffinnes 
raigning in the world , and that they haue increafed eucn in thefe dayes: we may 
hereupon concludc,thatfinneislikcwifemuch incrcafed. Howtbeit, my purpole 
is not to infift vpon thefe ordinarie chaftifemcnts,but rather to fliew(as the title of 
this chapter occafioncth me ) that as our Age aboundeth with more rare villanies 
then eucr were knownc or heard of in former time: So God inflicts farre fti anger 

punifli men ts vpon menforthcfame.Forproofcherof,how many new & ftfange 
difcafes are there at this day raging in all places? And furcly great rcafbn there is, 
that as men ate not content with the finncs of their anceftors, but adde new to the 
old : lb God in like manner mould nor content himfelfe with ordinary punifh- 
mcnts, but (hould adde vntothcmextraordinaiy plagues. As he hath puniflicd 
whorcdomc of late with that difeafe which the Frenchmen call tbeNeapolitane 
difeafe,thcy of Tuples and other Italians,thc French difeafe: Butfuch hath bin the 
ftowardnefle of the wicked will ofman,that that which fliould haue bene as a bri- 
dle tocurbeandkeepc him in,hathbcneasafpur to prick him forward, efpecially 
fincc there were remedies to cure fuch maladies. And now the report goeth,that 
there is a new kind of French poxe, the Quinteffence ( as it were ) of the former, 
which is Amply incurable; which if it be fo, we may a (Tut c our felues,God would 
therby teach vs how dangerous a thing it is to harden our hearts ngainft his heauy 
hand. And may we not well thinke thefe fb many ftrange maladies(in which Phy- 
fitions arc notoncly put to their trumps,buteuen ata non pirn ) fuch and fb many 
fearefull iudgements which God inflicts vpon the meaner fort by the mighty :and 
vpon great potentates by poorepayfants: fomany fundry forts of death more fo- 
daine and feareful!,yca and often accompanied with greater defpairc and rage the 
our Anceftors cucrfaw or heard of, to be new chaftifemcnts or rather punifh- 
ments fentof God?Ycsdoubtlefle,whcreof we might find fundry examples ifwe 
would butopenourcyes to behold fuch fpectaclcs, as often as th ey offer them- 
felues to our viewe. I haue heretofore mewed ( where I fpakc of fuch as trade a. 

way themfeIues)how Bonauenture de P eritrs ( author of that dctcftablebookecal- 
led Cymbalum wW/)notwithftanding the pains that his friends tookc in keeping 
and watching him (for that they faw him in a defperate moodej was found to 
haue run vpon his fword,bauing fet the pomell to the ground, the point running 
in at his breaft,and out at his backe.I hauc further fpoken of a fecrctary of a to wne 
pf Stvitzerla»d,\vho prefled with a fence & feeling of his wicked lifc(hauing made 
a fcape from his keepers)caft himfelfe( with Razes) from a high rockeandfo dyed; 
fincc which time fudry like ftories hauccometo my mind.But to omit tliofe who 
by Gods iuft ludgemcnt haue bene their owne exccutionen> ; certen it is that there 
arc many who dye in their beds,in no lefTe defpaire & raqc then they: who doubt. 

leffe 



e 



Ie/rc,^ouId hauc mydeihc likechibif/thdra had hot bene a narM «, »u c~ 

theop«nftage<jas|« tottfc) in 4m*mt ofcl^jfcSd • Andli^bre^^, 
ing ^/te du^O, feMtt, ho .bad bene fore trluhC 

fort thatiie loft the^ of his l|mto^ Janddyed^f hcend befttZSh wif 

afterhehadaWoiUxfbarkedra^ 

"•"S coming ihh^^^^ 

whichrkng Fnnc^b was v*on* iofay^invas noting rJ^Sfata 

tcurticp^ ftrangedtofe hhuingibi^ 
vvit'outfc^^ 

wellbyeottremitieofpaine, asdimb^ fpitcanaiingerjo^allhiseofTersfril^ 
vp before his faccrfo that I»c couldtaot refrain but- breakefofceh into thefe tods- 

See »hu U gotten by filing the ki»£ Mith bodyandfiule? Th is da Prat was the fM 

that put yp a bil in the court Of parliament for thcdcreclion of herefies^ecaufer^s 
helaid^hcywerefu^^ thatbugand 
tedious fuitc in the caufe ofrfepfc ;feaue oudtheh>ftcommiffionforthec^hri- 
nation, arraignment and condemnation of fucj) aB mould fpeakeaeainft tfae -to 
mane religion. And what befell the mw deceaCdd Stew Pucker Archbifhooof 
Tw^whilft he laboured for the trctfingof a neiv.fiourt , called the burti*? 
chamber* was he not fcazed vpon by a fearefuW ifeafe caUed Zdfeude Ditu^hkh 
began at his heeld,and crept alone to his head, fo that he was conftrained to cut 
off one limmc af ter another, andin the end dyed niff^rably , vfine no better Jaia- 
guagethen his fellowesf The like befell one lohn Ruz,'c counfeiloSrof the Parlia 
mcnr s who wasone of thegreateft burners in his time ( I mean one that roifed the 



hottcftpcrfecutio acainft the profeffors of theGofpel,that they might be brought 



the flake ) For as he returned from a court which he had kept againft thenf he 
„ as taken with the aforefaid difeafe in his ftomackcand pritiie parts,fb ihat he had 
much ado to get home: the extremity whereof was fuch ,that hauing in a maoner 
burnt vp his entrals, it caufed h m to end his daits in great mifery, the rar.hcr for 
that he did not once acknowledge the iuft indgement ofGod. And as theven- 
geacc of God was fpeedily execoted vpo himjb was it alfo vp6 anotlier counfcJ- 
lour of the fame court called Claudmsdes Ajfisfar the very fame day that he had fe- 
" need a Proteftant to fry a fagor^s he was play ing the knauc with one of his cba- 



bcrmaids,he was taken with an Apoplexic in the tact,and fo dyed. Like 

lohn Andrew,* Stationerf who ferued thefe per fecu tors and their complices "fora 
fpy)as he was walking for his recreatton,was taken with a frenzic whitli ncuer left 
him to the hourc of his deth, whi<?h followed fhortly af ter. We reade alfo of < hage 
iudgements which befell thofe that were the cbiefe agents in the peifecution rai- 
led againft the poorc people of Cabtieremd Mcrindtfli, by all which we learnc,that 
thofe who cfcaoe the hands of men,ought al waies to remember rhe old Prouerb, 
He is not efiaped that traileth hu hatter. For verily fuch wretches (though quit and* 
cleared by earthly Iudges)if wcrefpect diuine fuftice,draw their halters afier thf, 

not onely in this life, but after death alfo. Which I fpcakcafwell in reeardof John 



< 
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<*Umr Lord oiomdc>n of others,whd were fo fentchced for ortoftkm^iHing 
and polUng,fpoil« n g and fackin S > violence, and [all mannei ;o : barbarous and fc. 
iiadeccruritics which they excreted vpo the inhabitants of thofe places, contrary 
to their oarhes and promifcs,and the truft rcpofed in therrtjthat whercasitwas ex- 
pected that after fo many notable pleas & orations in which their knatietics were 
excellently difplaied and laid forth (as.it were) in orient colours,foch exemplary 
punimmcnt fliould hauc bene fhewed on themes might rcmainea memorial and 
perpetuall paiident to pofterity: It appeared in the cnd,thatall was nothing buta 
ftiw florimfor fafliion lake. No w albeit they efcap*cd the psunifh mem which Iu- 
ftice allotted therethrough theiniuftice of men: yet efcaped they not the hand of 
the itift Iudgeyas hath bene faid. Mtmerzxidtivt reft of that-rout felt it very feare- 
fully iby a ftrangury and a difeafe called U feu dt D/ai,which burnt him from the 
nauel vpwardrwhich grieuous difeafts he bare Co patiently, that fro the time they 
feafcedvpon him till thelaft gafpc , he ceafed no to blafphcrne and curie his 
creajDor-little rcmembring the examples of many holy Saints and feruants of God 

whom he had heard finging Halleluiah in the midft of their torments^ tuen then 
whenhc moft cruelly butchered them,Ncither is thereany maruail to be madcof 
this difference, considering hee fuffcrcd as a fcllon and a murtherer, they as Mar- 
tyr&But omit thcie cruell c\utthroarcsofthcPopifh Clergic,. who perfecutcd 
the pooreProwftants of prontnee before the Lord of Oppedcczmc amongft them 5 
there Was a lacobin Frier called dt Rma ( of whofe cruelties I haue fpoken fbmc- 
what before ) who felt the heauy hand or God as well as his fcllowcs : for vnder 

colour of his commiflion(bcin| one of the holy Inquifition) he tvianizcd as well 
ouot the bodies as the goods of thofe whom he had found to Jvvarucfiom the 
Ghurchof Rome^nd withdrawing himfelfetO;/fr/wwjf , intended to makemtrry 
with rhepicyand pillage he had brought out of prouence. But the polling extorti- 
oner was (polled of all that he had by his ownc feruants, and brought to extrc 
be'ggeryrand Ihortly after fdl into a fearfull difeafe vnknownc to the Phyfitions 
which bred vlcers in fundry places of hL body to full of crawlingwonnes that his 
flefh fell away by pcacemcale , (linking fo intollerably that no man (no noryet 
himfel f)could endure the fmell therof.ln the end it grew to that extremity that)he 
dclired fomeman would kilhim^and perceiuingthatal was but in vain,he offered 
to lay violent hands vpon himfclfc,but finding not how he might put his wicked 
purpofc in executiomhe was coftrained to vndcrgo his torments vn to theend^not 
without many outcries or rather howlings accompanied with curfing & blafphe- 
ming the name of God : thecommon and ordinary refuge for fuch wicked wrct- 
- ches when they fcele themfelues ouerwhelmed with dolor and greefc. And here 
another ftory comes fitly to my mind, ofonewho is not wont to be forgotten, 
when we fpcakeof theiudgementsof Godfomi t Pttrt«Caftell4*u4jn whom we 
haueas notable an example of diuine Iuftice as in any whofoeucr.For hauingbitl 
a zealous profeflbr of the G ofpell,m the raigne of king Francis the firn\in fuch fort 
that he incurred the ill will of the S or bonifs (which he then litle refpe#cd,by rea- 
fon of the great fuiour he was in with the forefaid Prince ) he turned coatcin the 
raigneof king Henrie the fecond,bccaufe he faw the profeflbrs of the Gofpell had 
no countenance in the court;in fuch fort that a man would little hauc thought it 
had bene he which profeffed true religion before ; and not contentto temporize 
and turnelikc the wether cocke with euery waft of contrary wind,he went to Of' 
lews (hauing bene newly inftalled Bifliop of that See)to preach againft the religi- 
on which beforehchad profefled: whither being come,hc gaue them twoor three 

ftraw- 
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ftiawbery fcrmons. And as he was on a timebelching out his blafphcmies wZt 
tit ft t ° WnC CO ? fdcncC .> he ™ ^ ^dcnly with SSS 



made his Lordflitp tumc uowne atter another mannei then he went vp The „•! 
port gocs,that one ha fe of his body was as hot as fire, and the other h 1 fe as cold 
as iccaoy ncd with a bloudy fl,xe,whcreof he died nor long after,not wuhou t m a 
ny throbs and fearfull groncs. I am here to intreat thee(gentlc Heade r) not to tTke 
offence that point out fonic men in particular,and defenbe them by their names 
contrary to the courfe I haue taken almoft throughout this whole treatifc-^— - ■ 
thee to remember that I am not the firft that haue broken the ice feeing 

thi ?fn b ^ at 1 T C n fC nT d ? an 3ft 1 fin u d them fct downc in ^rcefeueral books 
lately pubhflied . I Hiall further defirc thec to confident fuch ftorics as the/c 

fcru.ng fo norably to fct forth the tuft ludgcments of God^ught authentically to 
be rccorded.Notwithftanding 1 wil fparc the naming of two ot hcrs,for that I find 
them no where nitned.Oneof vvhich(Ita!<c it) is yet lining, who albeit he made 
protefli on of the Gofpell at the firft 3 yet after he had courted it a while, he did fo 
turneandtcmporizc/o apply and accomodate himfclfto the fancies,fafliions and 
humors of the Court,that like Hercules enthralled to Quecne Omphalexsx Sampfon 

bcfottedwithhisD^hcwasfolullcdancepeinhismiftrislap^hathequitc^ 
his former credit & rcputatio: fo that he that had heard him,wold Jitlc hauc thoght 

he had bene the man whom God had endued with fuch cxacl knowledge in the 
tongues and arts,that Cmcc that time his match could hardly be found.Tlu? fecond 
is of one who had bene Counfeller to the Frenchking Henry the fecond and em- 
ployed by him in fundry EmbalTages 5 who giuing a finall farewell to the truth 
which formerly he had prof cited (fearing left it would lie as a blocke in the way 
to his preferment) loft forthwith bis fenfc and vnderftanding,in fuch fort that he 
became a meer fbt and a fcnfleftc thing. And we hauc had within thefc few yeares 
fuch rare examples of Gods iudgements euen vpon Princes themfclucs^nd of fo 
lateandfrcfh memory that they cannot eafilybcforgotten,and thcrforc I fparc to 
name particulars. r 

3 Now the rcafon which moucd me toallcadgc fuch examples of the iudge- 
ments of God as hauc befallen perfecutors rather then others, is for that fuch per- 
fection is proper and peculiar to thefc dayes and times: wherein crueltic and all 
kind of impictic like agreat deluge haue broken the bankes , and oucrflowcd in 
more fearfull maner then cuer before :vv hereof we hauc fcene what hath bene 

the iiTue and eucnt, and God grant that it may be both the be°in- 

ning and the end ot all fuch tragedies and tur- 
bulent garboilcs. 
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right herein aboue your brother, Firfljnthaty our helping 
hand hath not bene wanting to the Worfe, in tranjlating (at 
try motion, andforyourowne recreation) the ^dXhapter, 
which without any great filingorfourbijhing of min^went 
totheprefeasitcamefromyourpembeing done fo faithfully 
according to the French , and fo fitly and finely in regard of 
the Englijh phrafejhatffeare nothing fo much.as le/l(life 
apeece ofyeluet in a beggars coate) it fhould flume tbereji- 
due oftheworfe^f id this Ibothjhould ] and would haue fe 
conded with your other tranflation of 'D.Tylenus his con~ 
futation of the "Bijloop ofEureux(whichyou left with m(u 
whenyou left the V niuerfitie ) but that it was preuehted by a 
worfe. Secondly Jn thatyouwere not onely Primus motor 
the man thatfrttfet itonfoote . but alfo i fyMKmt and he that 
fept ttjltll on the wheeles. For had t not bene firfi mouedbj 
you.it had ncuerbin begun(at leaf byme:)andhadyounot 
fo often called vpon me, as well by word as writing.it had /yen 
fill in loofe leauesas an idle toy 'fitter to be Judi brium ven- 
dor meate for the mothesjhen matter for the Treffe They 
therefore that/hall reape either profile or pleafure by ibis my 
tranflation ,are to thanfe you foryour<ypod motion 
which it had neuerfeene the light of the Sun 
not (MHenry) that you are here exc 
begun fo was it alfo finifhedwith ft 
dedtrauailt 



without 




<iA nd thinly 



e 



or as it was 



r - . . ji ~ jr ^*oyourinten* 

that it might fumi/h you with matter for dfi 



>>»MjJl<eof France. Tojou hot h there fore I feidi^as 

th Jl ?° U TT t0 me Ue hom ■f^ou.retim this, 
thy f cpmf es (b emg nothing but the wind of vords) 

ZZf r 7 m VTr me > n0r Jour fame to poi 
9m*Q« that proud pedmicie thought Mo /romifedL 
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mortnlitie to thofe to whom he dedicated any of his worfe.) 
V evtuz onely and valour are the highway to true Honor : 
which M ar cdlusfignified by the two T rmples which h 



dedicated to the (joddejfes Vcrtue WHonour, being fo 
contriuedjthat no man could enter into the T ?mple^ of Ho- 



nour y but he~> that had fir Jig 




rtue 



<*J[ nd the truth hereof may appear e in theglafieof thefe ex- 

pies : For thefe foure worthies of the world , Alexan- 
der, Casfar, Auguftus , Conftantine, of whole 



names cities were built and moneths denominated , 
tinue famous euen to this day . ajf ndfo long as the two mo- 
neths in theyeare,luly and Augufyand thofe two renow* 
ned cities, Alexandria and Conftantinople remained, 
their memory fhalneuer perijhWhereasl&zxo fZommo- 
dus } andfuch life monflers y who attempted the life (the fir ft 
laboring to haue April called N eronius^ the fecond. t Scip- A«rcj.viad* 



tcmber Commodus) haue fallen tothe yery counterpoint^ 0 ^* 

of that they aymed at , dying life a candle which leaueth the 
fnuffe flinging after it ; being now no way famous but by the 
infamy oft heir wicfed Hues, oyf nd what can be faidof the 
Kings of Frances called the idkjaue onely thisjhat they 
haue left nothing memorable, but that they left no memorie? 
The life inglorious end cannot but befall all thofe who either 
with the idle drones eate more then they earnc- y or wasle the 
candle in idle play y which was allowed to haue lighted thenLj 
to bedSThis IJpeafe not as tafeng ypon me~> to fchooleyoujr 
to r cade you a lellure as if you were fill in the Fniuerfitie-Jbut 
in dutie toy our Father (to whomj am fo infinitely indebted 
for his honorable fauours) and in loue toy our perfons, to en- 
courage you on in a good courfe, by adding fuell to the frc y and 

oyle to the flameitbat as you are rich in name and in outward 
goods, but more rich in thofe of the body, foyou may be moH 

ri 
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rich in tbofe of the mind, and fo he true inheritors not onelj 
of jour Fathers name and goods ,but a/Jo ofbistertuesjn be* 

the (hadovp of his mind^ mating his example and honor a 



hie courfes the Cy nofura by which you are to dire&jour 
courfe.For(doubtlejfe)in fo doing j ou (h all not onely auoid 
Scylla WC1 larybdis/Ao/e dangerous rocl^s and deuou* 
ring f) ulfes which lie in jour way, where fo many are either 

Jwallowed yp,or fuferjhip^-wracke^jou know what 

f meane:) but arriue in the end at the hauen 

of eternallhappinejfe. And there 

leauejou 




Your Worfh. 



moll aflfedionate, 
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THE PREPARATIVE TREA^ 



OF 



TISE 



TO 



THE APOLOGIE 



FOR HERODOTVS. 




The Treface-j. 

t 

Proceed now to profecute the fecond part of thisprcfent 

Apologie.For hailing in the beginning of this pifcourfc 

propounded to handle thefe two things 5 firft the reue- 

rend opinion which fbme had of antiquitie : (econdly, 
the bale conceit that others had thereof. Andhauing 
{hewed how the former did honour and rcuerencc it,in 
regard of the vacuous Hues and valorous deeds of th'cir 
aunceftors; and how the latter (on the contrary) had it 
in high fcorne and difdainc,in regard of their rudenefle 
and fimplicitie, I thought it npt impertinent (th? better to content and latisHe 
the Reader) to alleadge tome few examples,by which he might fce,as in a cryftaL 
the particulars which I vndcrtooke to demonirrate . And hoping I haue fuffici- 
cntly acquit my fclfc, touching the former point (as hauing (hewed how farre 
the wickedneffe of thefe times doth exceed and go beyond that of former ages 
in fundry things) it temaineth I fliould endeuour the like in the fecond ; which 
when I mall haue fully finiflied , I hope I (hall haue made a rcafonablc good pre- 
paratiue to the Apologic for Hcrtdotm . But how (may fomc fay ) can thefe par- 
ticular inftances and allegations fufficiently ferue to winne credit and authorise 
to Hcredotushh hiftory 5 cofjdering they confift of modcrnc exam pIcs,borro wed 
partly from this,and partly from the Age laft part i Markc therefore my anfwer, 

which will further mew the fcope which I gyme at. Albeit we find ftrange ftories 
in FTtrodotu4 $ v/hich feeme to Come altogether incredible,partly becaufe they can- 
not conceiue how men fliould be fo nororioufly wicked andprophanc ; partly 
becaufe it will not finkc into their heads,that cuerany were fo rude and rufticall: 
yet I doubt not, but when I fha.ll haue decyphered the villanies of this Age , how 
tranfeendet they arc,in companion, of former timesjwe fhal haueiuft caufeto fay, 
that as we haue feene fundry ftrange things in this laft centenary of the world, 
which were not knowne nor heard of in the formcr(much lefletn theagd before) 
and yet arc fuch as we cannot call into queftion (except we. wil dtftruft our fenfes, 
ashauing bin eare-wimeffes and eyc-witnefles thereof:) fb we are not to thinke 
but that the age in which //«W<tfwliued,and the precedent, had fome proper 
and peculiar to themfelues ; wb(cp would not haue bin thought fo incredjblc,had 

thofedayes. I affirm? the like of the fecond pointy alluring my fclfe 



I iliall haue (hewed howthofe tha^ued in the age laftpafr 
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ly fimplc,but alfo rude and rufticall in comparifbn 5 all men of judgement wil 
eafily grant,that as we canot doubt of the mfticitie of our late forefathers, it being 
fo authentically witnefled (though otherwife perhaps it might feem incredible;) 
fd neither are we to thinkc but that they which liucd fo many hundred yearesago 
hachheir clowniflmefTe proper to themfelues,which would not haue bin thought 
fo incredible (as now it is) had we bin their next fuccefforsjfecing we might haue 
hid it «6<ifirmcd by infallible temmonies. Now thkargument my purpofe ij to 
handle generallie, to the end it may feruc as a preparatiue to the Apobgie fyvjie- 

odmsj\\\ I haue more time and leifure, as alfo better mcanes ana oportunitie to 
handle it mote diftinctly, and to find out raodcrnc examples to fute and parallcle 
thofe which fecme io ftrangc in this our Hiftorian. 

But what? (may fomc fay) fhould a man thinke thofe ftories in Herodotus to 
be incrcdible,oncly in regard of the two former rcafons , viz. their notorious vil- 
lany ,and (bttifh fimplicity? No verily: for many mens incredulity proceeds from 
a third caufc, viz. in that they confider not the great change and alteration which 

is to bd feene almoft in eucry thing fincc thofe timesrbut would haue the naturall 
difpofition of men in diebus ///#,and their courfe of life fo to fute ours, as that they 
fliould Mice pleafure in thofe things wherein we take pleafurc: and contrarily that 
whatfdeucr difliketh vs,fhould haue bin diftaftfull vnto the. And (which is more J 
they would find an agreement and correfpondence bctwecne the eftates of anci- 
ent kirtgdomcs and common wcalths,with thofe at this day. Nay,fomearc fo in- 
confiderate in reading of ancient ftories,that they meafure the climates of forrein 
and farre remote countries by theirownc . No maruell therefore if finding foe 

difcord anddifagreement inallthefe things,theyiudgeauncient ftories tobcas 
farre from truth , as the things they readc are differing from thofe they dayly heart 
andfee. Knowing therefore this tobe athirdreafon why many can hardly fub- 
fcribe vnto them, I haue refcrued for it the third part of this treatife. But ] am to 
intrcate thee (gen tie Reader) to giuc me leauc to omit that for the prefent, which 
my occafions will not permit me to annexe, not doubting but I fball giuc thee 
specimen hereof in the Preface which I am to prefixe before this prefent workc. 




CHAP. XXVII. 



How feme Poets (contrary to the current) haue preferred their own age 

before the former, at being much more ctuill.and 

i >f farre better grace. 

■ 

He jjghes ; o to/W,and croanes of t folks, vttered in the depth 

^haucbinfufa^^ 

l&92*K»l fYlMT ( u We ?T hcaic1 ^ that th ^d bin happy men, 
SliS mifrST i u n b T n ° Mot r C : whercas the V thought themfelues 
ZE^y^!^ f0 M a B «t what fhall we fay of 

a ti^S^ ha PPV' in that thc Y ^re borne in fo good 

umc.good ( I layjm regard of the former.For what faith \Ouid? 




ifta muent alios, ego nunc me deniq 

Cratuhr:h*c*tasmoribmMpt 



Let 
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Let others prai/e the times and thingsfirepasl, 

1 toy my felfi refcrued till the laih * 
Thu age of all doth bejl my humour fit. 

Where though he croflc and connary Heftod and Ttbullus in his wifh and defir* 
yet he concurres with them in the caufe thercof.For the reafon which made them 
wilh they had bin borne in feme other age,was the exceeding great loofcneffc& 

leudnefle of their owne.On the other fide,the reafon why (^contented himfelf 
with his owne^nd preferred it before the f ormer, was not becaufe there was leffe 
wickednene and impietie, but greater vrbanitie and ciuilitic.For he faith exprcfly, 

Sed quia cult us adeft,nec nojlros man fit in annos 
Rufiicitas prifcis ilia Juperfles auis. 

And if I were toprofecute thisargument, I might particularize wherein hisagc 
was moreciuill then the former j and namely then thofe which came nearcft to 
that of old dreaming Saturne^ Poets fpeake. I might alfo draw out a long thread 
of a little flaxe, and fbew how mens wits haue bin more and more fliarpcned re- 
fined,and (as it were) fublimated from time to tfmc. Whence it cometh to palTc 
that they haue had a further infight into the workes they tookc in hand and haue 
dayly added fomething vntothem,to perfect and polifh them the better, fo that 
antick words and workmanfh ip fecme to be but rude and rufticall in companion. 
But if I mould further proceed in handling of this argument,I fliould but intangle 
my felfe in an endlefle labyrinthrit fhall fufficc therefore,!*" (according to my for- 
mer promife)I compare the age laft part with this wherein we liuc.-yet not taking 
vpon me curioufly to fcan cuery point of this comparlfon j but after I haue hand- 
led fbme of lefle moment, to come to the maine and moft matcriall point of all 
which deferueth afarre more ample and large difcourfe.Howbcit I am firft to per 
forme my former promifc, and to alleadgc certaine French phrafes, whereby we 
cxprelfethe bafc conceit we haue of Antiquitie , and that for the fame reafon 
for which Ouid faith , Prifca muent altos . I fay then that befides this French 

phrafe, Fait a ? antique, otfaitalavieiltemod^ that is, made after the old fafhion 

by which we fignific a thing to be made rudely or inartificially, (though/*// i 
I antique be fomctimes vfed without fcorne or contempt, according as the fubicc** 
is whereof we fpeake) we haue other phrafes whereby we declare the conceit 
which we haue of thcrufticitieandclowniflincflc of ancient times.For when we 
hyfclafefaifoit au temps iadujhtt \s,Thts was made in oldtimc^>: our meaning is, 

that it is out of vie, andqua obfileuit (as the Latins fpeake) and fuch as at this day 
would fceme but rude and rufticall . But thk phrafe Du temps des hauts bonnet 

that kfvhcn high hats were in vfe, or when high bonnets were in requefl, fecmes t_ 

haue had higoriginall from thcrudcand clownifli apparcll then in v/e, though it 
fpecifie but one particular: as if we Ihould fay , When men arayed themfelues fo 

cloyvnilhly,or,whcn men had not the wit to chufc a fafli ion fit and eafie for them. 
This likewife is fpoken in way of derifion, Du temps que les befies parloyent , in old 

time when beafisfbake^j: as if we flioul fayjn old time when there were fuch fors, 
that a man might haue pcrfvvaded them that beafts could fpeake. Which is 
fpoken (I take it) in regard of Mfops fables, which were then turned into our mo- 
ther tongue. W e fry alfo, Du temps quon fe cachoit ponrprejkr de I 'argent: When men 
hid themfelues to lend money: which (though it be fpoken in way of derifion as the 
former) is an argument rather of fimplicitie then of rufticitic* For they (doubr- 
lcffe) Were very fimpIe,who in ftead of lending their mony before witneffes, and 
taking a bond of their debters before publick notaries (as the mancr is now) lent it 

X a in 



5 



5 



THE FIRST BOOKE. 

in fecrct ; more refpetfing the (x>rrowers credit, that it might not be knowne he 
ftood in necd,thcn their ovvne fecurity. And therefore it may well be numbred 
among the prouerbiall fentenccs formerly fpoken of in the beginning of this trea- 
tife, which flicw the great goo dopinion generally con cciucd of the fidelitie of 
men in former times . Befides all which , we hauc thefe three prouerbiall fenten* 

ces fpoken of Kings r Du temps queles Rots fe mouchoimt a lew mamhc^ t rhat is, 
When Kings wiped their nofes on their fleeues : or, Du temps qm Us Rots faifoyent de 
leurmanche vn mouchoir : that is j > When Kings made handkercbieues of their.fleiufsi 
And, Du temps que les Rois ejloyent bergers: that is , When Kingi were flxfbtittfs. 
A xxdy^uant que les Rois fortiffent hors de page : that is , Before that Kings came out 
of their minoriue . The laft of which is in fbme fort proper to the Kings of France* 

For King Lewis the cleucnth was thefirft(as the French ftory faith) that cafhiered 
the Lord Potcclour, and difanullcdthelawofMinority: {hewing hisheires and 
fucceffburs howfhcfr might commaund Kings, and fay, Sic.voby fic iubeo. The 
firft of thefe, viz. When Kings wiped on their fleeues is fomcwhat harm and leflc in 
vfc: giuing vs to vnderftand , that Kings in old time were fo fordid and floucnly, 
that thoy would not fticke to play the pranke that children are wont to do when 
they cannot find their handkerchieucs: or becaufe they would make fhort worke, 
ana not, be all die day in blowing their notes . For my part I make no qucftion 
but that it is an hypcrbolicallfpecch, which I cannot affirme of thefecond, viz, 
when Kings were Jhepheards : and if 1 mould, Imightcafily be confuted by infi- 
nite authorities . True it is indeed,there are few Kings to be found who haue bin 
mepKeards:howbeit many haue bin grafiers,andhauc gotten their chicfeft wealth 
and riches thereby . And our hiftorian tcllctfrvs in his eight booke , that though 
Kings lh old time had but fmallftorc of mony,yet they had great ftore of cattle, 
wherewith they vfed to traffick. Where he alfo Jpcaketh of a Queene who played 
the cooke,artd wrought pamy worke with her owne hands. How eucr it were^we 
reade of a Cardinal! of Amnion whoknew well how to make vfc of this prouerbe, 
in anfwering a King of France like for like. For when the King(feeing tne Perfian 
pompc of the Popes Court, and the pride of the Cardinals) asked him whether 

the Apoftlescucrwcntwithfuchatraineaftcrthemc'heanfwcred,No yerilyibut 
you muft confidcr fir (quoth he) that they were Apoftlcs the fame time that kings 
were fhephcards. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

Of the rudeneffe and rujlicitie of our Anccjlors 

in fundrj things, 

S there be fome Poets who commend former times, and extoll 

them to the skies, in the meanc time /peaking bafely of their ownej 

and others contrarily who (in other refpeds) make greater recko- 
— g of their owne age then of the former :fo we cannot but heare 



riuM'r „„„ a h ° W ° ld T n p ?, ife thc g° od< layes and times which they had «. 
mimt nf inu 1°? ° f th ° prefcm : whercas the y° n 8 cr r °" mate no ac- 

ued hem ro tF " °u™i ° ! , N ° W if WC COnfidcr lhc ™ f <™ ^hich mo- 

1 un . k r ean ^P wkc,n ^fo», wefhallfind that they did it vponthe 
fame ground and for the fame confideration . For as they who fo highly honored 
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and extolled antiquitic , did it in regard of vefctue and valour , then" farre greate* 
without companion , then at this day ; and they tin the contrary which had it 
in fuch contctaptjdid fcorne it in regard of the rudeneiTednd ruftiritie Which then 

raigned : ib (doubtlcflc) the thing for which old men either do of can With an* 
colour preferre times part before the prefcnt,is the fimpliciticand fidelity of thoie 
timcs.Whereas youth at this day cftecmc rather their owne age then any other, 
for that they fee greater cunning and dexteritie^and 'a more ciuill and vrfohie kind 
of life.So that if any /hall fay,that when old men /pcake of thegood times which 
they hauc fecne,they vnderftand it not oncly in regard of that honeft, fimple and 
plainc dealing which was then vfed , but in otherrcfpc&s alfo , I will not greatly 
contendjfo they grant withall,that they did it principally in that regard. For when 
#<w'4tf (de/cribing the qualities of an old man) faith that he is 

— Laudator temptris alt i^ 
Se puero t cenfor faftigatorg t mi nor urn. 

That is, 

Of hisyong times a man of large report , 1 ; 

A fharpe controller of theyonger fort. 

His meaning (no doubt) is to fignifie the vfuall fpcech of old men , viz. that all 
things flood in better termcs in their yongerycares: and that there was not fuch 

cxccJle and riot in the world as is to be fecne at this day. Which they fpcakeas be- 
ing of opinion that the world waxeth day ly worfe and woi ie:and hereupon wold 

rule and fquarc,not oncly the manncrs,but alfo the aclionsof the yongcrfbrt ac- 
cordingly. For if an old man fpeake of the youth of thefe times, he will tell yott 
that it is no wonder to fee fo many mifchiefes raging in the world, and that we 

are not to looke for fuch golden dayes as he hath fcenc ; the world being clean* 
changed and turned vp fide downe, fb that he can hardly remember what he hath 
fecne < And he will cfpccially inuey and dcclaimc againft pompe and brauery in 
apparcll,and delicate fare ; which he will affirme to be farre greater now then it was 
in times paftj and that it is the caufe of the dearth and fcarcitie we now fee: as alfo 
of many outrages and mifdemcanours, and that it makcth men more effeminate. 
Nay they proceed fomctimc further, in making the youth of thofc times pi tty 

Saints , when they fay (as the author of the Courtier doth relate it with excellent 
good grace ) Io haneua vent' anni che ancor dormiua con mia madre, ejr mieforedetne 
feppi iui a gran tempo che cofa foffero donne:& hora fancmlli non hano a pena afciutto it 
capote he f anno pin malitie che in que tempi non fappeanogli hominifatts. That is t Hay 

with my mother and fitters till I was twenty ycare old 3 and knew not of a long 
time what manner of creature a woman was : whereas children now fcarce crept 
out ofthccradlcjknovv mo knacks of knaucry then men ofycaresdid in times pa/h 
Now as old men exceed the bounds of truth, by running fo far into one extreme: 
fo fhall we likcwifeyf we deny that they had not reafon to complaint- of a bad 
changcyhc world ftill declining from better to woHc. To conclude then^ve will 
eafily graunt thefe gray beards , that in their yonger yearcs the world was not . fo 
wicked : fo that they yeeld to our grcenc heads, that it was more rude and ruflicalj 
and that it was not fo wittie,becaufe it was not fb wicked. 

2 But left they fhould lay that my tongue rurincrh at randon : I will inftance 

it by examples. And becaufe there is nothing* which we make greater account of. 
or iudgc more ncceffary forour bodies,thcn foode to rtourifh them, and raiment 
to cloth them ; and therefore are not oncly carefiiM but eucn curious in prcmiding 
fuch neceflaries:I wil enter difcoutfeof them in tlie firft place.Touching thrfirft, 

X i there- 
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ouranceflorsneucrflieuw,. 
themiclues more curious ur their diet, then many countreyes at this dav ) 1 (Ul 

defirethe reader not to take it amide, if I compare fomeof their cufloniesand ii 
Auons, with thole in vfe at this prcfent. And firft I will beginne with one which ; 

focommonandordinary that children of renne or tweluc y eaies ot age roav w i| 

remember «: and ifl fholdfay tharit were yet praflifed in ionic placcsof 

I ihould not (it may be) Ipeake without my bookc. Jtisa foohfli cuflomc taU 

vp by certame gentlemen ,who to theend they may cunningly dcceiucandS 
ctchouertheufouan^caufetheirtabletolxfuinifliedatdiemft 
know not what h-yed fritters , horchpotche S) fippets, (auces, and galfyn«C« 

a ^ th ^ n ! v,th ft ° rc ° f Mutron ) Veale ja ndboufingpeecesofBee^wLCec £ ; 
of Bote they will rather feed vpon .hen vpon a^ctlw difh. And M XZ 

ftomackcha.h reucngeel hts quarrel! vpon fuch gmffcnicares, they ierueta Ca 
pon.Ch.cken, P,geon and wdd foule. Ye, not all in one cour e : for tl"cv We 

-re (oules arcglad to cate fuch meates ,as .heir ftomackes wereneucracct X 

how they are to take the paines .o cate the finer mcat« , as wild f and v ™? 
fon and to cauc the groflcr for ,hem. What then can ,1c eld £1 

^ thc could find no go ; )d ;i i 

no Fn„ L<„ o be ft uM ? ht H , t 5 ? ,B ?. bcnc ^ Mvil ll,cn ,hercI * 
tender and tough flcll. • Z ? «, put a difference between 

*m» wboncW auaSahm d Z" I ( ' '? ^ ftid 3 
difference. For ^%^^^^^ v ^ nd ^^ 

Frenchman who hath no kalurc o ki I Sm a! 8 1 a " d Y n P , «'«« » 'hetaft.thc 

der of it lelfe , will haue t wc n tVdcu i I % w bt ' forc ' ,l,at if nia y wax '™- 
when he mall leant, S s™ adu en. n, '''f " ,Cntioncd in Bu ' 
nor a little wonder to feTS ^ fn? Umrc 7' a ? d «""ei''tor7cm^hewill 
fcrud to the table „ i Z hte^^N 

bcfore:whichn,albc killed , 1m™, 3r TF^* e ^ bwhi,lft »lw« 
If our anccftors thcn(n„, CS°' W f *? fod:li "»^ of « inftant. 
truly fay Hut .hey JcrnvS 'l' 1 ' 0 <Io " e ,llc «^ ♦ '"ay wenot 

plead for them id .d vsX ' fcjt f cpt I™*™ fllal1 

coulddifgert meare halferaw ife *' S lv * h o««rhen ou R; fothatrhcy 



venaifon 



^^uiuuiigcicmcatcha re raw ici»r,.n„ ,1 V, . ll "- ,,ul '^;iornactncy 

baked.Bu. m&n^&^y*™™ »>°''>w!y rofte'd, boilcd/r 

fore may fcrue for an M^ofc^^lT"^ "* f ontrar y This th«e. 
in the choife of th,m . i-f ° .T° kerie orarefling of mcatesXet vs fee another 



the choife 



choicelfay, ttM cto'JSSiS; 



kinde 
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kind. And here(doubt!^ . - 5 ^ 

laugh ^hedid f *tfc^ 

earmgrhe great villanous fwine.tmdleaning the yongpigs for 

confidering the common faying in dne'ry Lns maud^M *J%Um ltd 
not ou. aunceftors final wit in comparifon) .o eate .he ol/danvnd to leane the 
yong^ to eate the old Partridge and to tadethriwodf totm^Mn^^, 

notfo muchasonce to *6uch die leue^ts , N«^tondS*SSS2S 

^^^f 0 "!^^ th^behalfc, may truly be a ffi rm cl of mL n v ™ » 



day.For when 1 was at rmic* I heard Uenrtk mri, rffiZ Tfc 
had learned of the French Kings EmbafladoS S Ste *? 
tndees and leucreB were very good mea te . And I tamnba t W 1/ S" 

he wonld do w ith thofc leuerets which were broufiht him for a orefen ™rZ 2 ^. 
that ^he would make diftilled water for the gout: wU d^»KtaS?« 
rilybeleeue . mtghtherealfofpeakeofthertiffian-likerufticksfwho SrH 
eares and p.gs sk.ns, the rumpe.pinlbn.and neck ofgeefe/which iffi^ 

fuch like garbage . of all .hefe put togcrher,makea hotchpotch or " Sfrav 

wrongmg rhctnfelues as well in this as in other things . But if f dTou W t e dif 

cour e hereof, I douk I mould not be beleeued . fnd 1 feare IS Z« 
would be thought too homely and bale , and fo would derogate from he g a c 
and fcrtous matters contained in this booke. ' h 



4 



To come therefiire to thc rudidtie which our anceftots bewrayed 



apparcll,of which the piaurcs andftatucs yetextant.do giue fuf ficient tcuimo 



icr 



ny . Were it not a goodly fight to fee a man biggitined vvitKa hood vpon his head, 
hkca gre-tflaskct,anda ftnngvnderthechin:(a faHiion not yet altogether worn 
out of vfe:) or one vvith a high hat like a fpire fteeplc, or like a TurkifE *t urbanr or 
a crorte-bow , or a Svvitzers fwearin g rwaggerii)g ca Pi of that bignclTc,that of fo 

much cloth a man might make(as thc tafhion is novvj three or foure' Wcrcitnot 
(I bcfeecli youja fcemly fight to fee the fine feature of my finicall fel'low & centlc 
lack braggard,when .he hath put onliisiackct reaching a full handfull below his 

knccs,bemg of chatfize that a man might makea ca(Tockandapaireofbafc-s ofit 
or a great riding hood after thc Spanilh fafhionc And wereit not as goodly a fmh\ 
to fee not oncly all his neck, but often all the vpper parts of his flioulders and h ?- 

brcft alfo bare by reafon of his f>nd fautafticall apparel indented like a half Moon^ 
And as for women , had not Madame T^/a U grand gone (as Preachers in thofc nvith 1 
dayes were wont to fpcake)a very gootf grace, when flic had her gowncon thc gr " r glpi " £ 
very ileeues whereof vvere large enou gn to make a Whole onc^ And was it not as ^ 
goodly a fight to fee their long tailes tucked y p,orfrt jllng along, and fweeping thc 

Church as they wente And if we fpejike of bafe bptchcry, were it a'comdy thine 

to lee a gi e rt Lord or a King wearc ileeues of twoprffhes, one halft of woorted 
the other of veluetc or a dublet of three pariflics , the backc and forepart of halfc 
woorted, the vpper part of the fieeue of skin, and that toward thc hand of vcluct' 

True it is indecd,the forebody had a guard of vehiet offome two fingers broade 
which becaufc it had neucr a whit otf the back, was called Kicbild* dos a word 
which hath gone currant in many mens mouthes, \v!io vn der fond in g not the o- 
riginall thereof,haue pronounced it ^//^,and'applied it generally to all fbch 
things whofcinfidc is not anfwefable to^rhe OiitfTd^tHough especially to apparel • 

asat this day thofe peticoates or faueguards Which Haue 1 only the forepart of Wc 

^4 and 
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dure to heart Monfrere Piarre>my brother Peter? Ml 'ft ere Rohm > my brother Mart 
la place CUaubart, The place UUau bart ? And yet the French Poet rUlon( 0 iK thJ 

writ as eloquently as any in thofe dayes) fpcaketh fo . This may feme for an in 
ftanccof their Dorick dialed in taking delight to fpeakc broadly, much like the 

Dorians among the Grecians 3 and the Sauoyards among the Fremh.Thexc areano. 
ther fort otftmper-de-cockcts, who counterfet puppets , in fpeaking fo finely thar 
they wil fcarce open their mouthesjfor making confeience to Cay Francois Anqlou 
they fay Frances, Angles. Nay,there are fomc Courtiers which affeft this nice pro! 
nunciation,tollo wing certain fine mincing minions rather then rcafon For certes 
this piety kind of puppet,parley was firft taken vp by womcn,who feared toooen 
their mouthes too wide in faying Francois, Anglois. How eucr it be, I perfwa^ 



my ftlfc,that neither they nor thcirfollowersarcablc 



8 



y better reafon of 



this their pronunciation.then thcgentlewoman of j^otv could s'iueof her finoin. 



mugnifctt in ftead of m^mfaat^ho thought by this meancs to fliun the fault of 

her country diahft m pronouncing A in ftead of ENcithcr can thefe fincfinicall 

affecfers alleadge the lulUn tongue (which faith Fnmtft & Frmaft) to warran 

their pronunoationrexcept they will do this wrong to their owne language to 



fay ^that it hath borrowed from the //A/rVr^windccdvfetofay /» e kand'/» 

rfgfihat herein doubtleflc they imitate vs, as not beingable to iuige whether we 

Ipealiewcllorilljpurclyorcorruptly. «.«"ws 

9 Further, our aunceftors haue bin as groflTe and abfurd in their words and 
phrales.as in any of the ■ptcm.fcs. And verily confidcring the notorious abfurditis 
commuted at ilus day by fuchas will needs be too fine in their affefted pbS 
rather foolilhly finicall) they feeme to me very pardonable.For we haue fo pu rged 
and pruned the dead and rotten branches from the tree of the old French Ke 

£nd?h ^± PPC . d ° ff - he f ,0 e« hCT wi.h,hebad. And then like baffi 

bands hauegonc a begging (or borrowing; that of our neighbours which wehad 
growing.!! ourownc orchyards(yeabett« then ihcy hadany) if we woudhaue 
takenthepainstohaue fought it out : as I haue (hewed mo* a" E ZcZ 

fcrmitu 0f the Frtmh tonga with the Grab. E ' 

10 And how cunning and expert they were in making fine and well framed 

tortheirmges (Imcane their rythmes^itisawoild to fee how rude andrufticall 

uing the difference betweene E Shean fvf onnorc S' f 7. 
theiimesdoutedtnoPth^Ti AET ">e and E feminine. Andveri ymoftof 

S^JSSStEi thofc cfpecia,,y which arc 01 teinft 

<$ut a fait f aire cefle vie* 

^Dieufui face pardon, 



That 



^h"AfM* pray mrldmthout end, 
That he of God moght par don' d be, * 

Both tngood rime and tapijlrse. 



For 



CHAPTER XXIX 




For theauthor of this goodly ^/r^,wasfO Ample, *b« he thought Ws ftrai- „ HUlll>1 , 

mngofhimfelfe to make rime doggrell, would bea ftifficlentexcufe for him 
though he fpake 



d without reafon,viz.//;4f G<dmuldpardo#htoin c ™ ks ' 



and tapislrie. Another olXElderton and right baladin-rimefler made no bones 
roconcludean Epitaph in thisfort: 

Et mourut quatrecens & neuf y 

TOHtpleindevertucommevnauf, 

Thatis, 

Kyf nd dfde in the year e foure hundreth and nine 5 

F nil {as an egge) o f gr ate diuine . 
The like good grace had moft of their Latin rimes 5 elpeckiHy their Epitaph 
namely this which followeth: 



tacet inttu, 

FuitCarolm guintus: 
D'tcprpillobtsvclter^ 

Aue Maria,dr Pater nojler. 

But it is now high time we (liould fpeakc of tneirrudenciTe in matters of greater 
confequcncc/iamely in the maine point mentioned bcforc } which is the faluation 

ofmcnsioules. 




CHAP. XXIX. 

Of thegrojfe and blockifh ignoraHce of the Popifh clear gk^ 

cfpedally of the Majfe-priefls. 

N the former Chapter we might plainly lee the grofle and palp; 



ble ignorance of the former Age. Notwithftanding though it had 
bene ten times greater then it was (if it had bene poffibie,) yet fo 
long as the Clcargy bad not their parts therein, in being as blind 
bayards as the reft, the poore pedplcs cafe had not bene halfc fo la- 
mentable : whereas the moft brutifh and blockifh ignorance was to be found in 
Friers cowlcs, efpecially in the MalTe-monging pricfts. Which we arc the lelTe to 
wonder at, confidering that which cJ*f«/*/ twits them in the teeth withall, that 
in ftead of bookcs,therc was nothing to be found in their chambers but a fword, 
or a long bow,or a crosbow,or fomc fuch weapon. Sed nmc (faith hc)(jaid w ca- 

merU Sacerdotum reperietis? An expofitionem Fptftolarum, am Pojlillam fuper Etun- 

geliaf^ipn : Faceret eis malum in capite magijw^Nicolaus de Lyra. Quid 'ergot Vnum 



arcum,vdbaliflamfyatbamjtutaliudgcnus aWjrum, But how could they fend ad 

ordos fuch ignorant afTes? You muft note (St) that they which examined them 



were as wile woodcocks as themfefues, and therefore iudgedof them as pen-men 
of pike-men,and blind men ofcolours.Or were it that they had fo much learning 
in their budgets 5 as that they could make a fhift to know their infuflficiencyj yet to 
pleafurc thofe that recommended them, they furTcrcd them to paflc . One is fa- 
mous among the rcft,who bcingasked by the Bifhop fittingat the table,/?.* tu div- 



t 



*i#?anfwered,No my Lordrbut I (ha! dine a non with your men.For he though 
thaW/£»/w(that is worthy)had fignified to dine. It is reported alio of another,who 



going to the Bifhop for his orders , and bcingasked this queftion (to tryhis lear- 
ning and fufliciency) Who was father to the foure fonncs of Aymond? and know- 

■ * • 

ing 
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ing not what to anfwer,was refufcd as infufficicnt.Who returning home againc 

and mewing the reafon why he was not pricftedj his father told him thathewas 

awry«fie, that could not tell who was father to the foure Tonnes oiAymond. 

See I pray thee (quoth he)yonder is great lohn the fmith, who hath foure tonnes* 
if a man mould aske thee , who is their father , wouldft thou not fay that it were 
great lohn the fmith? Yes (quoth he) now I vnderftand it wel. Thereupon he went 

againe,as hauing learned his leiTon better. And being asked the iccond time who 
was father to the foure fonnes of Aymond 9 anfwcred,that it was great lohn the 
fmith. Many fuch pleafant queftions were asked them for Iportand paftime fake 
& to make my Lord Bifliop merry (who fate by -J as alfo to take triall of the, whe^ 
thcr they were plainc noddies and cockfeombs or not. As when one being asked 
what was the daintieft morfell in a pig , and hauing anfwered that it was the pi« 
coatejfor this fo good and fit an aniwer was thought worthy to haue the order of 
priefthood.Whcreas another (which came after) being demaunded what was the 
bed bit in a calfe , and hauing anfwered that it was the skinne (fot he thought he 

wold be fure toanfweras the former had done) was holden vn worthy tobe'made 
a parifh Priefi,as hauing made a caluifli anfwer 3 thereby fliewing that he had not 

wit enough to be of that trade. 

2 But I am afhamed to employ my pen and paincs about fuch fottifh qucfti- 
ons as were asked them, to try whether they were bom companions or not : asked 

(I fay)oncly pro forma, to the end they might fay they had bin cxamined.Now if 
there be any fo hard ofbcliefe asw.il notcredit it,I (hal defire him to confider how 
euer it was polfiblc to get from thefe Priefts(which wereas blind as beetles)a per- 
tinent anfwer to any demaund touching their place and office: I meane theoffice 
into which they moft of all defired to be inuefted. How blind and ienorant were 

they^mayfomcfayOSurelyfoblindthattheycouldhardlyfeetoreade. Andif 
this (liall feeme yet moreincredible,I referre my felfc to their Canon law, where 
it is recorded that a Prieft baptizinga child vpon a time.vfed thefe words. ■Btptiu 

I will fet downe the words at large . Marke then what is recorded word for wonj 

ZlZT . f""' mh '/"»"l "'! 1-Wmfaerdo, in ctdem promnciLm iMi- 

T h i| h , d ? n "'": Lm ts feruiceVor it hath fer- 

SSKW^iW'* For ' f01 a fu)1 and fi " a " refo|utioB 

i Can™ I ^/""fTii" "?f' i P" 1 '"* he alleadgetl. nothing but 
mL to TtoL^t "W* tyfi <»r»pte profirM»r verba ,lla, ,» b%lf 

rf^A^i^r^' ad '™'<Wng baptifine fay A&Lmkk M 
f Ztt J confccraun S( as **y fpeake) meum. . , 

all of them Sht t 0Ca T\ ha ^ ftand V P in defen « <* '«™. and fay, M 
but fimpk D ,lctl„ n ° r hauebl , n ^S nora, »M'f».,herearefomewhichar« 

bu al vndemand »h^ n0t °^ t"* CMei > ,hat is > rcadil y a " d 

aiies.our tais I fay,that the mod Ig no ra nt arc leaft dangerous. For proofe hereof, 

who 



0 



read ouer fo many daifickc authors, that in fome blind corner he me wir! Tu^tt 

thc P Iaccin ihc ^ofti™ 3s 

urn. In honour of which correaion,the(t/bure verfes were made by oik Zt 
heard a Popirn preacher follow that tranflation in his Sermon: y 

Par icipajja dtuant bier 
rn tref not Able char pent ier, 

H°ngna dt telle forte \ 
gue a vnpanierfit vne forte. 

That is, 

This way the other day did paj/e, 
A iolly Carpenter as euer w.ts: 
So flrangely skilfullin his trade, 

That o f « basket a doore he made. 

4 There be fiindry other glaces corrupted after the fame manncrJn thefTrft 
impreflion of the old tranflatioS. And I remember a Printer was in dancer to fry a 

t "! mnit T l u € tCX ? ? fte ? d ° f mrtit ' And as fol fc^ry words 
of the Ne w Teftament, they haue either changed their writing and orthography 

or at leaftwife their figuration , in framing vnto them figurations accordhfo 
to their o wne conieaural imaginations. As in the place of Saint paule, in ftcad of 
htreucum demtatyx is, S hume or auoide an hereticke : they (likeprofouddiuines) 
haue diumed the fenfe to be this,P///^ heriticketo death. Yet all Ihisis nothing to 
the interpretation of this place, Inuenimus Mefiam.lohn.^Wehaue found the MafTe. 
Nor of this Signa autem eos qui crediderint, Imfequentur &c. Ssgne them with the 
/igne of the Croffe,&c . Amongfl: which braue interpretations, this may not be for- 
gotten which was made by a Curat of ^Artou, who filing his parimioncrs for not 
repairing the Church , and namely for not pauing it,tookc the 1 7. chapter of the 
Prophet leremte for his aduocatc to pleade for him, where it is faid, Paueant illi & 
nonpayeam ego,&c. Whereas(quoth he)Ieremie faith exprcfly,Z« them paueiLand 

not / doth he not giuc you to vndcrftand,that it belongs not to the Curate to paue 
the C hurch, but to the parifliioners < But wiiat fliail we fay to this interpretation 
Conftemtnialterutmmfionfefjeyourfelues to thcprieftTox here I cannot fee how th<T 
Latinc word foundeth any thing . - — 



iff 

ranee 



lifli, as in the former. And 



lyl doheareingenioufly confclTe my ignoriHe , that I know not how fuch in- 
terpretations could euer come into their heads. 

5 But hauing difcourfed fufficicmly of fimple Priefts or monkes ; Iet vs in the 
next place come to PrelatSjwho(doubtlesjhaue feconded thciinglc foled Priefts: 
witnc s that profound clcrk,who hearing fome alleadgc certain lawes called cleme- 
ttna 81 No/telta Jell into a pelting chafc,for that they vrged him with the teftimony 
of whores, and harlots. And as for Prat the Chancellor of France (\i I may fpeake 
of him without offence,confidcring ho was a clergy man in his dayes J he fliewcd 
he had fome learn ing,though no more then would feme his turne ; when hauing 
read the letter which king fienrte the eight bad fent to the French king Francis 
the firft,wherein this clau fe was.- <Jtiitto tibt duodecim mohjfos : I fend you twelue ma- 

fttue <&£/jhe expounded it, 1 find you a doty mules . And being confident in this 

Y inter- 
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interpretation,wcnt (accompanied with another noble man) to the ki ng, rcquc- 
ftinghishighnefletobeftowvponhim the prefent which the king of England 



had fent him.Thc king (who as yet had heard nothing of this prefent ) maruailed 



that Mules (hold be fent him out of Eng W,affirming that it was a rare nouelty 
indeed^ and being defirous to fee the letter, ( and that others alio might readeiy 
they found them to be duodecsm moUjfisjwelue m mfi Hue dogs .Wherupon theCha- 
celiour feeing himfclfe made a laughing-ftocke(and you may well imagine how) 
found out a ftarting hoie,which notwithftanding made him more ridiculous the* 
be fore: for he (aid he had miftaken the word, in taking m ohffos for mssUtos. 

6 And left any mould take exception againft their Latine for want of con- 
gruitiejet him know that herein they arc difpenfed with by their father S. Greg*. 
w,who faith, Non debent verba exit Jits mailt fubefe regulis DettAti. And therefore 
one of the forcfaid Preachers was greatlv to blame 3 to lay this in the Pricfts di(h, 
that they vndeiftood not their Donate. And he that (hould vree them to rendera 
reafon of theirpronuntiarion,(hold prefle them too far, and fift them too narrow- 
ly .And I perfwade my Iclfc , it was the leaft part of Saint Gregwks mcaning,that 
euerthey (hould troublethcir heads about it. Forhe thought their msuTc was as 

cffccluaJl with Dominu vobifcon, as with Dminm vobtfeum , and Peronnia faculty 

as Per omnia ficuU. which maketh me lelfeto wonder that a Channon (hould be 
called into queftion, becaufe he would be lingular and hauehis pronuntiationa- 
part by himfelfe, in faying per omnia ptcuta.Tncy found fault alio with thofethat 
pronounced Kyrie elcifinjn ftead of Kyrieleifon ,as by and by we (hall heare. 

7 And as for the Greekeyow muft pardon them,thongh they vnderftand not 

one iotjfecing greater Clearkes then they (I wifle) haue not bene aftiamcd to fay, 

Gr£cumep,nonlegitur:8cTranfeat y Gracum efi. And ifany man accoCit this their i^- 

norace an euil thing,let him take this withal(for it may be truly affirmed)thatthi$ 
euill is the caufc of fome good. For by this meanes the number of men and wo- 
men Saints hath bene increafed.Saint L onchi ( otherwife called Longi) may te(H. 
fie for men Saints .-and Saint 7 ypba'mt for women faints* for this Saints namcco- 

meth of the Greeke word x8>^« fignifyine a lance ,or fpeare (albeit it was lone fincc 



giucn to him that pierced our Sauiorsfide wirhafpearc. And the name of the wor 
man Saint,viz, T ypbaine y cometh of the grcekc word h*f ««* (as a man would fey, 
The appearing of God.) And as true it is likewiie on the contrary,that this ignorance 
hath augmented the number of diuels. For of UMacrobiw and fuch like names, 
they haue coined new names of diuels. Butas for poore CMaUhus (who had bis 
care cut otT,and afterward his name taken from him,and giuen to a kind of (word) 
I wil Ieauc him to pleade his own caufe,left it (hould be faid,that I were the Iewes 
aduocate. Befidcs,thcrc is another benefit which accrcwcs to the Church by this 
meanes. For their ignorance in not vndcrftan ding the true and proper Etymolo* 
gies oiGreeke words, no not fo much as whether they were Greeke wordsor not, 
hath made them firkeout many fubtil notations which otherwife had neuer bene 
dreamed of. For example, ifithadbeneknowne, that/* wfy/<r had bencall one 
vyith * f i*CvW,4* old W4».certes, they wold neuer haue dreamed of the Ety Biolo- 
gic which we find in the booke called Stella Clericorumjmhc chapter beginning 

2»t>tergopr*Uti&presbyterifrc. vh.presbytcrdiciturquafiprabensiter. And(» 

romewitsaremiickerand (harper then others, befides, Facile eft ad Jere mentis) 
they ha ye not (hied hcre,but haue found out a more fubtil noration,namely this, 
Presbyter quaftpra alii, Mens ter. Albeit this Jmuftnecds confers not (been* 
rally rccctucd .The like may be laid of the word Dhbolm^ that is, V mil. For had 

they 
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they knowne thaM^ ot backbiter, wc had bin vet 

to fcekc for this Ety mologie woceedine from a moft profound and deepc fpecu- 

buon,DMMps* dtajuod [eft duo:& bolus t id eft \morcell H s. guafifaciensduosbolos* 
de corpotc & anhnazhn is.This word Diabblu* comcth of^which tigntfeth tm, 

and \ bolus a moreens making but two morcels of a man jone of his body^nother of 

his (oulc. And this(as I rcmcmber)is the Etymology giucn by Huao Carrenfis, but 
followed by the forcfaid preachers,and namely by o liner Matllard.fol.1n6.coL2. 

8 Morcoucr,if we pardon them the ignprancepf the Greeke ronguc,therc is 
greater reafon we (hould pardon their ignorance of the He W,confidcring it hath 
(as wc know^ehealwayesleffccommOitAnd wc muft remembci withali that it 
hath bene as a whetftone to fharpen the Wits of many dolors, to findc out plea- 
fant Etymologies and to draw them out of the very words themfelues. Thuswc 
reade that the name lejus harh two fillables , which figniiie the two natures of 
Chri(l:it hath furthcr,huc letters,three vowels,and two confonantj,the three vo. 
welsfignifyingtheTrinitie, thc twoconfonants the two fubftanccs of Chrifts 
humanity,his ; body and foule- which fubtil fpcculation is Taken out of the book of 

conformities of Saint Francis with Chrift fofc 193. where Pope Innoctnttus in his 

Sermons is (aid to be the author of it. But wfoitf (hall we fay nothing ofihe notati- 
on of Cephati which they haue made Greekc,tatine,French 5 i athcr then either E. 
brew.or Syriacke, Let vs here what Baralete faith to prouc that Saint Peter ought to 

be preferred before S . Paul. $uod ad pralatUn'em 'Verb, Pctm eft maior quam Paulus> 
quia Papa maior eft qua Legatus. Petrus fmt pniuerfalu Chriftt Vicar tut, cm dixit chri- 
ftwju es Pctwjues Simonxtu v$cabcmQepkti$Hod Gw\dtcitur maior & primus 

quia fctlicet frit Pap4. Asforthofe^who'maiotainc(for proofe hereof) that it was 
a French word which our Sauiourthen Vfedt( becaufe C/kfin Frenches as much 
as Win Englifli , or Chieftaine and principal commander in any enterprife or 
employment) they haue goneclearteagainft the haire. For.they might with grea- 
ter reafon haue fetched it from the Grttkt ( if they had vndci flood it ) in cutting 
off the two laft fyllables from *«*<A»,wnece the Fr^bqrowed their word Chef. 

9 Sec here (gentle Reader ) how they playld and fportcd thcmiclues with 
the interpretation of Greck^nd Ebrew words in the Bible. And feeing the Greek 
and Ebrew tongues are further remote from the common vfc ; no inaruell if they 
which were offended with the Channon for pronouncing^ omma and nor pe- 
ronnia(Co offended I (ay,as that they were ready to hauehad him into the Court) 

would haue bene much more offended ifchey had heard him pronounce Kyrie 
eleifon in ftead of Kjr/eleifon 5 cfpecially if they had heard him fay Allelulah (ma- 
kingthereinan Iconfbnant)infteadoftheir Alleluya. For whereas they (aid that 
this his pronunciation made them fufpecl^mofL^/^w/w, it was becaufe 
he maintaining ittob- good, alleadged certaine reafons whereby hegauc fuffici- 

ent teftimony that he had ftudicd the Greeke and Latin tongue, which this long 

time haue bene thought to infect men with Lutheranifme and herefie. Wit- 

ne(Te our good Maifter Beda who in the prefence of king Francs* the firft>obie(5lcd 
to the late William Bttde( who laboured by all meanes to hold the king in his good 
refblurion.and to draw him on toagreater forwardnes, for the cftablifliing of the 
profcfTors of thofe languages ) that the Hebrew and Greeke would be the four 



f many hercfies.But Bude ftoutly withftood the foreftid ^4,prouing him 
forthwith to be but a bedlam, and that it was not forhimtoiudgeof fuch things, 
wherof he had no more knowledge thena blind man of colours. And fo the kings 
moft godly enterprife was happily atcheeued in defpite of Beda, and to the great 
infamy of him and his fufty fellows, as alfo to thegrcat contcntation and Angular 

Y 2 honour 
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honor as well of theKing as of Bude. And (no doubt) if thefe iolly Rabbin t which 
withftood this good motion,durft haue fpokcn the truth , they would hauc con* 
fcfTcd that which a French Poet fhortly after did finely flap them in the mouth 
withal!, that it was to be feared left the Latine,Grecke and Ebrcw would (in th« 
end)lay open all their trumperies. 




CHAP. XXX. 



How our Anceflors fuffered the holy Scriptures to be buried in An 

vnknmne tongue ^and corrupted by fit If c glojfes 



And interpretations. 




Mong the thingswhich pofterity wil hardly be brought to belceucj 
this (doubtles)wil be noneof the leaft,that our anceftots fhold not 
be permitted to reade the Scriptures.l thought it therefore nor im- 
pertinent to fty fomthingof thisargumenr, thebetter to fatisfiethc 
fimple fort,who may well Wonder how men could eucr lend their 
cares to iuch dreams and dotages,farlies and fooleries,as we hauc (poken of in part 
already ,and arc to fpeake more at large hercafter,confidering they agree no better 
then harpe and harrow. Let pofteririeth«foreknow,that the ftateofthe Church 

flood in fuch termcs within thefe thirty yeares,that he that had read the Scripture 

in his mother tong.was in as great danger of the burning chamber ,and had as great 
need to hide his head, as if he had bin a falfe coyner,or had committed fbme grea* 
ter offence. For he that was found reading the BibIe s or had it onely in his houfe, 

was fure to fry a fagotjefpecially if be did anfwer to fuch interrogatories asmould' 
be miniftred vnto him accordingly. Which rigorous dealing is witnefled by fun- 
dry forrowfull fongs and dolefull madrigals, publiflicd about that time, albeit 
without thr authors names.Ofwhich argument alfo there was one made \Anno 

t ^.beginning thus, 

V ms perdez. temps, de me vouhir dtfendre 
D'efiudier en la faincle Efcriture. 
rltu men blafmezflus men voulez. reprendre 7 
Plus m' efiouit % flus me plaiH la leilurc. 

Ce que Dieu nous commande 

Fau t-il quon le defende 

Par tourmens ejr menaces* 
Ceffez vos gran s audaces . 
e iEternel ne branjle fa main dextre t 
Pour vous monjl rer que lui feul ejl le mat (Ire. 

That is, 

Te lofryour time that would for fend mine eyes 
The reading of the facred hiilories. 
The more ye blame me for fo bfeffid deed , 
The more I lift \and more I like to reade. 
Wh*t Codbimfelfedtrec-fly fiali command, 
Shall ye with threats and torments dare with/land? 

Leaue off your proud audacious enterprife, 
Left that th'Eternallfbake his irefull hand, 



And 
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And teach you what it is % ga}nft God to tifi* 



*4J 
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For it fared with many of thofe Do&ors, as it did with tbofe v wb6 ourSauiour rc- 
proucth for raking away the key of kiwvviedgejin tbtt<they wowld neither enter in 



hcmfclucs,nor yet fuflfcr fuc(i as wowJd;to cn^ritioincithcisr^^ rhey reade the 
Scripture thcmfclucSjnoifufFc^ 

was not afliamcd to fay openly (asharhbin heretofore wUnWedity others )l can- 
not but wonder to hearc thefe ypngfcll6ws allcadge tlta newOTt^nfrent: Per diem 
1 was aboue 5o.y care old before I knew what the ncw.Teftamenwneam.But what 

reafon had they to forbid the tranflatio of the Bible into the. vulgar tongue? Verily 
this goodly reafon , becaufe (forfooth jit was ft*bc feared kttv.thejfimple people 
mould reade fundry things therein , Svhich they Wpuld perueft (0 their owne dc- 
fliuftion,for want of found vndcrftandiogandiudgemcntjin^.fci would fall into 
manifold abfurditics and errors. To which flceuelrt reafon thisarifwer was made 
(about fifteen ycares ago) by a man of excellent parts in thofe dayes; ypon whom 
God hath fince doubled and ti cbled^tnd doth ftill multiply the graces of his (pirir. 



N os grans D ottcurs au c hem bin vjfagtt . \ 
Ont defendu quhomme n'ait plus a nfoir 



La fainfte btble envulgaitt langage^ 
Dont vn chacun peut cognoiffanccauoir. ■ 
Car (difent- Us) defir ditant fauoir y 
N'engendre rien qu'erreur, peine ejr fomi. 



\ 

\ \ ft . 



Arguo fie, 



• f • 
ft ). 



S'ilcfidonquesainfi 
c^e pour tabmil faille offer ctliure^ 

ll ctt tout clair quon leur deuoit aufSt 
Osier le vinjont chacun d*eux senyure. 

That is, 

Our learned Rabbins with their malm fey nop, 
Forbidden men the holy wrtt to reade 

In vulgar tongue 's: for learning ( they fuppofe) 
Nothing buterror,paine and care doth breed. 

Arguo fie, 

If then for caufe of this abufton , 
The Bible mult be bard from looking on : 
'Heeds mote their wine be taken from their fight > 
Wherewith they bene each one fo oft mif dight. 



t i 



Buthowthcnisthattobevndeiftood which we teade in OliuerLMa'sllard (that 
good old Preacher,) where hctelleth the burgeflesand citizens of /Mr«r,that they 

had the Bible in the French tongue i Verily he meant a kind of Bible which was 
fir ft tranflated for the nonce,and fitted for their tooth: and after, glofled with the 
glotfc of Orleans which corrupteth the tcx^yca fo interlaced and interlarded thcr- 
with, as that they would be fure it fhould not croflfe nor contrary their falfe deui- 
feddodrine. and that nothing might be found in the whole Scripture,which 
mioht found'aughtbut holincffe and honour toour holy mother the Catholickc 
Church of Rome . Thefe were the Bibles wherein they gaue their Antidotes , in 
fuch places efpccially where they feared the poore people might be poifoned,as 

they fpCakc.O f which argument I made thefe vcf ies following 



Comment ont nos Rabbis per mis ejr defendu 

Le liure qttils ont craint it tons efire entendui 



I 5 La 
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La Bible ont dcfcndu en langage vulgaire, 
Puis F ont fait imprinter four au peuple cempUirt. 
CeciiaccordebiemUr toutainfiquonvcit, 
JjtuenoutoflonsUvinJ qui par trop en boit, 
Ou qu'aueeques force eau telle mem on I'apprcjle, 
<j>{te (aire mat aucun il ne peut k la tefie: 
Ainfiont nos Rabbis voulu la Bible ofier, 

Ou bien leurs mixtions a la Bible aioufter. 

That is, 

Hew haue our Rabbins licenced and forbade 
1 "he bookefb feard oflay-men to be learn d? 
For both they haut forbade in vulgar tongues 
T be Bibles vft: and for they faine would pleafe. 
It now comes newly fmoking from the preffe. 
All this may we 11 agree: For at we fee 
The wine ore reaued from the drunken man, 
Orelfefo temper d from the cooler faring, 
That naught may flreamen vp to hurt the braine 
So,or our Rabbins take this booke away, 

Or with their mixtions can his flrength allay 



\> >* 



t 
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Now thefc their mixtions they call counterpoifon^lbcit they defcruei athcr to be 

called deadly poifon . For ccrtcs,the Sci ipturcs being read in that holy manner 

that God hath commaunded, will poifon no man, (I meahc they will not leauen 
our heads with erroneous opinions , but rather purge vs of the leauen of falfc 

doctrine ,) bu t it is their glofle which poifoncth fuel) as are not prouided of feme 

loueraigneAntidotcorcountcr-poifon. 




CHAP. XXXI. 

ejpecta/l} in expounding the hijlorie 

oft he Bible. 

Auing declared in the former Chapter , how thefc Dofto. s did ex- 

exprcly forbid the reading of the holy Scripture in the vulgar tone, 

6«. ' hat ,hCy i V0ld be fl,re 'heir trumperies mould 

n,™ r a fl ot bedifcouercd:Iam now to drew how they abufed it in theirSer- 

to mee'e Comicau °^^* C ° a ^^^ v ^'^^ 

WrfSSS Forexample, we find nothing recorded in Scrip- 
(L»in )C«2 ( ,u; !.? l aCC) W K,Clme t0 ou ' Sauiour ashe fate at table 

warned Zifc^ 90 ' ^ liuc * amc to *** ^<«M <he 

y muitude.that we mould not wonder that herfinnes were forgiueniicrj 

and 



CHAPTER XXXI 



andhowthatafterl)ehadfaid.ri6»/J.i^,/ffl.w«..»i_ l j. . . 

Let vs now fee into how wide and CJ "J fiJZZl ?£? e { ,0Uch,n 8 this hiftt »y. 
mongft thereft ^ (wh o m n S: o fi S^ 
this womans naroe,(aibeit the Euangelift hath fs ° y C f tC " you 
but herpatentagea ft & bedeeree- niv further rfX - P "J 1 ' not ,haeonc ^ 

ourSaufourmaib^reS 

gethcr, and in what tonnes ,, Sh^Md^S^^^^^ 
as it hee had feene it liuely P<Mtmm^^Z^T^ kah ot 

writcth, fol.,6o. &*fLm,&Xrt*& B tTr e rWhMhe 

led truth that it is fp&n other) »SZt$%]^^£ a ""f 



lurnpcrAtom, F uu e U gMt U ^^(thaefe,) WhafScaulfofS 
mans ru.ne and deftrua.on^ verily her furpaffing beauty. rMkZxhn Z ^ 



ry-cheeked, loft and fuccuient , uddv as , ^rofc ^Min iZST^TTT 
warbling.^ qil Unon <r* mfi^l^ rSft? 



tatm gather plealure.and to banquetA^^^^.Anaaffifter 
This filly fot who had proftituted her felfc to eueiv comer tr.t totSh. a. 
bruite was noifed ahead'y throughout all Icwry JZToC^to^ 

^^^^^^^ ^^^^ 

Martha brortimetn n™*A* 

*m.ms of her kinred, being very much aflumcd of the (hamelefiernTpt 

dency of ^^her lifter, * <,mA*m t ,k q ,« t m „r 0 ( \ Kt & her f wect S3# 
ftrorbcmaguanwr it ^„,f urc |y you would kill him with grecfcT rJu ZJZ 

dOcc^nm »f*.> VVhatisthe matta- now. ^JdiLrTJZZ ' 

1>!« 4 vUrafroctdm m«»t ampliut mtmftfae. Scitu bt„ e mid vol, diem Jr'vb" ."E* , 

ST Tf n' tUC,y C 5 ild C3n * ° f ° ,hy P 00 "'^ 1 <* h " n «d yo» to take «fe 
forme-m6ft you needshaueanoarein euety mansboatcrwhatthedi ue lm C "ne 

you by thjs gearer (Lord faue vsall.) Nome ejli, ^iilra mea-r &Td dS 
this ftoutdame to trouble me > Vadttis freco, *d domL verftr amtlJZUe, 
Z e ''f '"*/"«' ,7' <>?■ "° be °f'»f» m * to know ho(v roVm^n' 

1 \ T nr 11 ^' 'I f ° 8°? d,y a CT<!aW ^ Iheeannot thinkeof •«« 

any thing faue of her fellc . Manb* rogtbit earn vt iMtdfermmem, & conCulertt 
7^ W f Ml* Magdalen dtxit imitori, No» dimmai mihi imr.,re Lea- 

/™*tlm madfifterofmine.whobringeth hither nothing but diffcntion,and vn- 

qmemcftc ,-vbt nor, confreuit eft »ifi cmtm gmd§ . After this he maketh a lone nar- 
ration of the meanes which Martha vfed to petfwade her fitter to come to our Si- 

Uiours Sermonrnot telling her what he was, but onely that he wasa very goodly 

T/ r Z r ' f! u ™ l Wf*fn4«» «*» w^omittenpiprtdJatmfftl 
'«(f">W»Mwrom^ 

ottogood behamour, andknowes fo wclltogioclHndentcrtahmient asyou 



igain 
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neucr faw the like. Credo fir miter quod ft videretis eum> ifetis amorofa de ttffiin flore 
iiMMutts fu*. And a little after,/tf* cepit puichra indumenta fua , aquamrofrceampro 
lauandofAcumfumjepitjbeeulmytdebAM^^ 



tjhexifet, qui non fuiffet amorofw de ea :im anttje mifit mangones port antes g 
ftorc of crimoune cufliions,^ dtfponercnt fib locum .Marthavidebat hoc omnia >fi 
gens mini videre : & fiquebatur ea fictafiMttparuaAncilkX:hrtfimiam 



diA pradicationcyvclforie infecundapArtcAftct he flicweth how all men honoured; 
Magdalen, wondering to fee her come to the Sermon, And that a& fbone as out; 
Sautour perceiued her , he began to preadi how deteftable a thing out ward bra- - 

tiery & pompous attire was.T*w(faith hc)ipfe capit detefiari vitia t bragas,pomp^ 
vAMtAtet ft fpecialiter peccAtuwbtxuri*>fr antra has mnlieres ejrc After ward, he t 
flicwes how that notwithftanding Magdalenwas touched to the quicke with that' 
Sermon , thinking of nothing fo much as oft repentance , and leading a new life: 
yet that (he was in great danger to haue bcenedrawne away by her cuftomersand » 
ojd acquaintancc,and broughtto her old byas again.fV*OT**/(faith he)ga W/,*.. 
moroftfu/lici,to\fcts, aui dixerunt^furgatts^furgatisfactttsnunc your fclfea fuper- 
ftitious hypocrite. Vadamus ad domum.gua dixit p amicimei^ rogo 7 dimittatis met 1 
non audtjlis quid dixit ille bonus prtdtCAtor de penis infer ni vobts & mihi prapATAtis, 
nift aliud faciamm< And a little after, Habebdt in fuo armariolo fweet and precious 

water $ua vendebatttr ponder e auri.C<epit quarere de loco in locum \ de plate a in plate- 
am>de aomo in domum^^uis hodie dabtt prandium pradtcatori<>Diclum ell ei quod in 

domo Simonis . And aftcr,hc relateth the fpecch which (he vied when (lie kitted* 
our Sauiours fcet,and waflied them with her tearcs : and how (he lay crowchin 
vnder the table like a dog : as alio how our Sautour laid vnto her,o Mary arife. An 
that flic ftiould anfwcr,//y.Z>^/ willneuer rife from hence Jill you haue pardoned All 
my ftnsjndgiucn me your hlcfsing. And how he (hould fay vnto her, Arife my deare, 
thy finnes areforgiuen thee jhy faith hathfaued thee.Laftly he telleth vs how Martha 
hauing brought Mary Magdalen to the virgin Maryfiic kneeled downe before her 

and faid,MadamcJ befeech you pardon me if Iprefumc to fpeak vnto you:I haue 
bene a leud and wicked finncr,but by Gods grace I wil be fo no more^your ifonne 
this day hath pardoned me: happy arc you thathauefuchafbnne. See here how 
this tolly Preacher deciphered! this hiftory , agreeing fo well with thcplayers of 




the paflion,that it is hard to fay,whether be borrowed it of them,or they of him 
By players of the paflion, I meane thofe Comedians which fet forth the (lory of 

the paflion in rimcto be played in ftead of other moral matter,or in ftead offome 

play and pageant^or both. And firft,that this woman (which the Euangelift calleth 
a finncr) was called Magdalen (as we heard cuen now out of Menotjmd that (he 
tooke her name of the caftle Magdalonfec it here confirmed by one of thefe balla* 
dinrimefters (fauethat in both names he vfeth E in ftead of A) in thefe verfes 
rightly fmelling of the old veine: 

tdi mon chafleau de Magdelon^ 
Dont ton maypelk Magdelaine: 
On le plus fouuent nous allon 
Caudir en toute ioye mondaine. 

That is, 

/ haue my cafllc Maqdelon^ 
Whence I Am called Mavdalcn 



Whither we to (port our felues haue g 
' all delight of worldly men. 



> 



He 
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He fuither makes her the wickedeft wretch that eucr was in the world, *dd\aed 
toaUvdbmeswJ^ 

ing wanton and lafciuious fongs^and a Squire named J^wJLXlie 
urrherrhew«, rhaefhe would I ncuergiueeare, noroncelLt^fS^ 
/^,and laft of all,the manner of her comierfton 





Buttorcturneto^/, kt w fee how he fetteth forth the hiftory of the 
prodigaJl fonne in orient colours , and how like* wicr.drawcr he ftretchcXhat 

out m length which theEuaogeli^ 

nchii^ it with all circumftances forged ofpleafuw, and ^ In apt tearmes to 

make fport,and to rnoue laughter.f ol .1 i 9 .e 4 tt* qutdam habebai duosLs, auorum 
fiT^^ST 7 ^ 1 u "Jrt?f*'- Th » youbgman waswilfuJI, 

fuam mentutem^ampulchritudme^ quodfanguis afcendtt fromem% is ft rcngrh 

his youth,his beauty, and that he thought himidfe no fmali fook : renit ad pafrem 

refolutus ficut Papa & dixit eyater.da mih^c^^ ^ 

tmbafirdMi&fiwadoplacereWmo do fo much for your childre as fo call vou 

.o his mercy, non exharedttaretisme^dhaberempartemmeam ficut frater mem :S 't td 
conJumdmes& leges patria, quodteviuentenulkmmhabeoiAbdnu'Oeflm vtamen 
funtfilinvefter^meama^^^ this foolifli and 

vnaduifed> ;outh kabuitfuam partem de hareditate.non erat autflio de portandb earn 

ficum tdeoftatim he maketh cheuiflancc thereof; he prifeth^nd felleth it:^ ponit 
the I Tale of it mfra burfa. ^uado vidU 'totpecias argtti ftmul.valde rauifus eft^ dixit 
ad ft- Ho non mAnebitis fie fimperJndpii ft refpicm-dr quomodo'vose/lisde tarn bo. 

- domoj&eilts apparelled Jikeabegger? Super hoc habebitur prouifio. tJHittitad 
trendu Drapers, whole falemen^ilkmcn, (who came thick & threefold to fcruc 
tt)&apparelled himlelfefrom toptotoet ^an^vid/^emitjibi pulchrm cali?* 
of fcarlet well drawnc out,a faire (bin with a garnered band, a dublcr sarded with 
vclucr 3 a Florence cap,hauing his haire finely combed & fmoothed,^//^ fenfit 

the damask wauing at his back,v/ fenfit hum dAmafcum volantem fupra dorfum. Lc 
ficum dtxtt t Oportet ne mihi aliquid<mn,&c.Uc\iQ I any thing now? N o : thou ha ft 
all thy feathers,ii is now high time for thee to flye away. At rcr,hc reporreth how 
that he fliotild fay,he muft n eeds abroad to fee the world, & rhar they which were 
alwayes kept vnder the mothers wing.were idiots and dolts. Tobelhorr thathc 
who had not trauailed into forrain countreys nibilvidetMykdm harh now laid 

rhc raines on my necVc,Pater mens laxauit habenam fupra collum. After, he rclatcth 

how that trauailing through ftrange countrcys,hc feafted this man, and that man 
and kept king Arthursxomd table, being alwayes accompanyed and artendt d on 
at his Innneswkh players, naughty-packes and idle hulwiues. And in the end, 

how that poflqua nihdamplitu erat fiicandu ,wheft they had drawne him dvy^ltti- 
tnrpulchra vefiisDomini bragantu^caltgd, bombkimumx quis^fecumftrebat peciam 

ofmyiolly Iackcbraggards hofeanddubletjeuery man carryedawaya peece. )ta 
quod in breut tempore my gallant became an apple fquire , apparelled like a houfc- 
burner,as naked as a woi mc,&c. And with much ado, he kept his (hirt as clcanc 
asadifliclout/ with a knotvpon hisflioulder)tocoucrhis poore carcafle. Thus 
well intertained they him in his profperity,and in all his pompous jollities. 

3 We rcadalfb Iohn.y.that the high Priefts fent officers to apprehend Chrift, 
after he had cried aloud in thcTcmpIe,To» both know me and whence / am: for lam 
not alone ^c. And ho w he laid to the officers^ et a litle while am I with you & then 



J 
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J go to him which fent me i you fhall fceke m^and flail not find m£j y And where lm 
can you not comes > &C. And how there was a difention among the peoplesfyrea* 
fon of him , andhowjome of them would haue taken him , but none laid hands on 
htm . As alfo how the officers returned vnto the high Priefts and Pharifa , w ij 0 
laid vnto them , Why haue you not brought him? The officers arifwercd , ! 2V>/«r 



(fakes as this man. Whercunto they replyed , <si re yon alfo decerned? Do any 




of the Rulers or of the pharipes beleeue in him? but tins people which know not the laxojs 
accurfed. Lohere thepurportof the words of the text in Saint Iohn. Nowietvs 

hearc what ispatched hereto in the paraphrafc of this gcntlcPrcachcr.They of the 
Synagogue heard that Chrift was hidinthedefert, and therefore purpoflng to 
make fpcedy difpatch, leuied a great band of Sergeants , ruffianly rogues^ vaga- 
bonds, and forlorne fellowes , and laid vnto them, Goyoufwajw and whcreTo. 
eueryou meete with him,bring him to vs, as a difturber of the •fete. And if he re 
fift you 5 kill him«you need notfcare,you are well appointed .Thefe gallants bein^ 
gone into the defert, and hauingcompafled the wood, found him all batlafoQtc 
ashewas,and vponhisknees,praying forwicked fin ners.The Lord hearing them 
behind hinyurncd back and iaid:0 my childre, you arc come(I know)to appro, 
hend me,& to put me to death,but let me intreat you that I may liue a litle logerj 
for yet a little while I am with you,&c.Take no care-all things fhall cometopajfTe 
which are looked for. After a while you fhal-do with me as you plcafc.Now when 
they heard fuch gracious words,& (aw (6 amiable a countenace,they fel all downe 
vpon their knees, crauing pardon for their bold,prefumptuous, and felloniousat- 

tempt,and ftraight returned to Ierufalem to their maiftcrsagaine: who faid'vhto. 

them,whcrcis he?haueyou not found him? If you haue found him , why haue 
you not brought him ? Did we not charge and command you,that you mould 
bring him cither liuing or dead? Tell vs,is he cfcaped from you? How often hath 
he plaied vs thefe pranks? Efcaped? ( faid they)no, no: we were no fboner come 
before him ; but he fpakc vnto vs in fuch fort,as w e were all amazcd,& gaue vs fuch 
heaucnly inftrudtions,that we arc pcrfwaded,thcre was neuer man fpakc like vnto 
him. What? ( (aid the Pharifies) are you fuch white liuered fbuldicrs,that words 
can bcate you backe ? O my Lords and mailers (faid they ) you fpcake merrily; 
would to God you had bene with vs-he is fo gentle, and cui teous.-O good God, 



who would 



laid not Co much 



who is there? but faluted vs kindly, and offered himfclfe readily .Then the Icwes 
anfwercd,hchath a bee inaboxc which hclpcth him in all this geare 5 he hath in- 
chanted,and fuborned you, 

4 Moreoucr>they were as bold as blind bayard,in paraphrafing vpon theold 
Teftament as well as vpon the new. For example, in the hiftory i.King.3. which 
recordcth King Salomons iudgementof the two harlot ,in giuing the child to the 
right mother, the text faith not, that they debated the matter in the prefence of 
the King,nor that one of them fliould fweare by her faith ; much lefle that the king 
fhould fay, Hold your peace, hold your peace: for as farre as I fee,you neuer An- 
il icd at Angters nor Pay tiers to Icarne to pleade weL And yet Menot would make vs 
belceuc,that all this ftuffe is cffentiall to this ftory- 

CHAP. 
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CHAR XXXIL 

How the forefaid Preachers abufed the Scriptures partly through ignorance , 

and partly through malice* 

Vt they not content topatchtothchiftory of the Bible,as tel-tales 



are wont to do,to enhance the report & inrich their tale,that it may 
cary the greater fhew, and fo be a Ik with a laichetj take further li- 

bertie to abufe it fundry wayes befi3es$ yea to quote placet out of 

it for confirmation of their falfe deuifed doclrinc. For there is no 
one conclufion in all their religion foabfurd, foolifh, or full of impietic, which 
they will not defend and maintaineby one text or other. And with fuch pertinent 
quotations are their bookes full fraught and farced, who haue encountered them 
at fharpe,and giuen them the foile : where we may fee their impudency to haue 

bin fuch,as that they wold not (tick to alleadgc thofc places for thcm,which made 
moft aeainft them: which they did by confuting their true expofition. For they 
knew they had todcale with fuch as either could not,or wold not vnderftandjand 
therefore no marucll if they were fb terribly afraid to haue the Bible in the vulgar 

tongue: for they faw that if it once tooke place, they could no longer rule the rou, 

and Ieade the world in a ftring,as formerly they had done. Befides,thcy were not 
ignorant , they mould be encountered on euery fide , and let vpon thickc and 



threefold , when men were once armed with a number of texts, againu which 
they faw they had no armour of proofc to defend themfelues. Wherfore we may 
well thinkc, that he which found fault with Saint Paul for vttering fundiy things 
which he might well haue concealed(confidcring the fcandall and offence which 
he gaue thereby ) was no hy pocrite,but fpakc as he thought. The like may be faid 
of another profound Do<5r.or,who was not afliamed to fay,that if he were perfwa- 
ded that none had Epiftles but himfclfejie would caft them into the fire: 

viing this brauc Doctor-like Latin, Per diem fi put ar em quod nonefjetnift mcs qui 



dtor 
afuf 



haberet Epiflolat Pauls /go mitteremin ignes. Doubtleffc the good Spanifli Do 

(mentioned before) needed not to wiin S. Pauls Epi files burnr,feeing he had a 
ficient excufc for anfwering eimer them or any other text, to fay y Egonon fum The 
ologuijgo fum Canonifla. But feeing the forefaid books are as full of thcfc examples 



as an egge is of meate, I hope the Reader will hold me excufed if I alleadeethem 



not petmel,but onely cul out fome few of them which may ferue beft to difcoucr 
their impudency. 

2 And not to (pcake <^f Inuenimus ArV///4w,alleadged for proofe of the Maffe, 
and fuch like pla :es touched before in fpeaking of their ignorance Cfor queftion- 
IefTe fuch profound Preachers and deepc Diuines,as the three Worthies fo often 
before remembred,would haue fcorned fuch allegations; yer I cannot omit the 
Pycard who fucccedcd one of them ,andcclipfed (as it were) the glory of them all 
in the iudgement of our good Catholickes . This famous preacher intending to 
proue that we are faucd by our works,reafoneth in this fort.Is itpoffible that thefe 
wicked Lutherans fhould be fo impudent as to deny that we arc faued by workes, 
when we haue the flat and for mall text of S.Peter for proofe hereof? Let them tell 
me the meaning of thefe words, lujlm vix faluatur : Is not this the meaning,tbat 

the iuft man fhall hardly be faued? And if he be hardly faued , is it not ( I befeech 

you) 
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you)by his workes i Confidcr here (good Reader) before we paflc on to a fur. 
rher point,how maliciouflyand impudently this fond fellow cquiuoeateth $ and 
thinke with thy felfc how many texts he will abufe , who makcth no conference 
thus to dally with thitfif fuchdeccitfull dealing may be called dallying , whereby 

fo many poore foules arc feduced 5 and inftead of wholefomedo&rine are fed 
withplainepoifbn. ' 

3 But becaufe my purpofe is to infift vpon foolifh or malicious allegations 
and to fingle out fomc few out of many, I will fpeake onely of fuch as are autho * 
rized by a Councell . which Popifh Prelates hauc made their Achilles to beare off 
the great blowes which migh tjight vpon their images. For in the Nicene Coun- 
cell (not that great and famous Councell holden vnder Confiantine the Emperor 
but that which was alTcmbled in the dayes of Charles the grear } aboue eight hun- 
dred yeares ago,by an Emprcflc who was fo good a Chriftia, that (he put out her 
fonncs eyes,and after caukd him to pine away in prifon,whcre he ended his dates 
in great mifery:) it was concluded that it was expedient not onely tohauelma- 
ges,bur alfo to worfhip them. Now the ftrongeft arguments which they vfed for 
proofe hercof,were thefe. Firft,a certain Bifhopcalled /^(AmbafTadour for the 

fcaft Churches)alleadgcd Gen. 2. Godcreatedman after his owne man. Whence he 

inferred,rhat Images were to be vfed. And Canticle Shew me thy face lor it u fme 
Another labouring to proue that Images ought to be fet vpon Altars , allcadged ' 

the laying of Chn^CMath.s . man lighteth a candle torn it vnder a fofkell but 
vpon a candle fttchfnd itgiueth light to all that are in the houfi^ . A third, to proue 

£ W V p? / Pr ° ? tablC t0 ! °/> e v P° n / ma g es > all <*dged the faying of the Prophet 



doth jranflatc it Jt hat is,T lie brightnefle of thy face doth mine vpon vs. A fourth 



/ 



alleadged Pfd 




lexi decortm domus tut : that . is . I ord. 1 hautliutd 



wu h thefiymg of the Pfalmift,PIal. 4 8.v. 9 .A Uluchurdfo hautmfee*. fay. 

2fdU^$ P "T d r ^"' wasa^eoftlm fubtiltie : It is written 
M»,Zif '» ** And in another place it is kidJmk 

Sa2 • t Er f 7 °^ to bchoId thc Sory of God in Ima- 
he to I c£f 1 *"* r udf 5 As thc chs vid the facrifices of the 

neatnen.ioChriftunsoughttovie Images n ftcad of the Paeans idol j Thefeaie 
Ste^lf ,Uili *? Flicl, Snctwyfemon : to fay nothing of 

iudgemer! t 8 8 " ' Md pr0CCedin 6 fram ■ S^d a wit andfound 

al!y 4 in ^^^^^^^^^^^^'^ 
t t , in y y fuch fomih Prcachcrs,as would fo doltiflilv aoriv the Scritv 

S^Ss^^^f 1 fpecc t: much morc "KSnffi « 55 

•tfflS^^.S 0 ^' °f w ^'«. Pleading forlmages againftaMi' 
needs ZS, , P««"img that h.s caufe went downe the wind , would 
SSfeS*"^ d*** windowes in Saint W 

in s .ini* h? S I" ' h ? {0rt ; This Rhurch (I" 0 * "«) sv«built 

<» Images to&^"^ hMe Iraa S« in A windowes: * 

three words fitly an finel^Ch Ume * T ° Vvbom ,hf ^ inifter anfwe * d in 

« n«y and nntly, that his argument wasmade of glafle. 

5 But 
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ipture, let vs coin c 

to thofe that abufed it in fuch diuellifli fort>as great dfa hornet himfclfc could not 

hauedone worfc:I meane in difgracing ChrifHan religion more then cuer ctta- 
homet or the Mahometifr did. Who may thefe be? Verily fuch as turnc it to cibes 
and icau^and 1 merry conceits . efpecially the deepe diOcmbling duckine Friers, 
who are not afhamed to apply fundry places written cxprefly ot our blelTcd Saui- 
our to their fwect Saintsjthole I meane by whom they inrich themiclucs by prea- 
ching their miracles. J r 

6 We heard before in the Chapter of blafphcmies,of fuch as made it buta 

matter of merriment to gibe at fome,and to commend other lbme,m playing the 
Scoggins with thc Scriptures a common thingatthis day euen among thc Laity. 
Wh ich dcuice me thinks fliould firft hauc come fro our M. Pafquin(p& being ncarc 
his fcuruinelTe,who Lucifer-like vfurps authoritie not onely oucr Gods wotd but 
ouer his throne and fecpter) albeit it hath bin praclifed fi nce 3 cfpccially by our gal- 
lant Courtiers.For in the beginning of thc raignc of king Henry the iecond,many 
icfts were broken vpon fuch Lords and Ladies of thc Courtis were not in likefa- 
uour and grace they had bene in in thc dayes of his father^ but were as much de- 
baled as they had bin before ad uanced. One of which I remember was applied to 
a noble man who had bin in high place,but was then take a peg lowcr,£«* Adam 
qtsaft vntts ex nobis fattas eJL As alio that of a certaine Lady who had a proiperous 
wind in thc ftcarne 3 and was fet(as it were)on thc top of fortunes whcclc,/?<g/*«/» 

meumnon eft de hoc mundox where I haue alfo fpoken of ce/taincplaces of Set ipture 
wherwith the Friers were wont to fport thefclues and make their worfbips merry. 
To which notwithstanding fundry others might be added,as this among therell, 

Sinon ejjet hie maUfatforjton tibitradidijfemuseum^ fpoken by certaine Monkes of 

a pafty which their Abbot had fent thereby which they mcanf,that if the Cooke 
had played his part in baking of if, and that the Abbot had liked of it , he would 
ncucr hauc lent it. It is further iaid,that this goodly interpretation of thefe words 
of the Pdllmift, j^w dat niuem ft cut lanam: Which fendeth cold according to the cloth y 
came from thc Monkes cloifters* 

7 But now we arc to fpeake of thofe buffons who abufe thc Scripture in their 
Sermons to mooue laughter<To returne therefore to our good Preachers, we are 
to note thatfbme euen in thefe dayes hauc made (as it were) a praclifc and profef- 
fion,a trade and occupation thcrof Of which number CMenot is onc^For fol.209. 
col.3.he faith, When men firft fit downe to mcate,thcre is not a word among the, 
they ply their trenchers fb hard, their tongues Iccming to giuc place to thc office 
of their teeth : In medio autem exit fermo inter fratres^dicunt enim here is qood bread 
and good wine.But in thc end^/nomnemterramexittitfinuseorttm. And fol.t 96. 

col .4. Domini ancillis qtu intrant earner am earum,ejr non cufiodiunt fe ab ipfisfepc o- 

ftendttnt qti.e non licet hominibus loqtti. Nay,they do fo highly honorand reucrcncc 
the beginning of Saint lohns Gofpcll,that they write it in parch men t,cn chafe it in 
gold,and hang it about their necks toferue them in ftead of Amulets againftdan-» 
gcrs;which powcrfull prefcruatiuc(if they be not very f brgetfull of their Philofo- 
phy)thcy call Agnus Z)«.Thus prophanely abufingeucn thc holy Gofpell k fclfc 
(which is Gods-fpcll) to charmcs and fbrccrics,and magicall incantations' (which 
arc no better then Diucls*fpels)as we may fee in Menott fermons. 

8 As for thofe who apply the Scripture written exprcfly of our blelTed Sauior 
to their Saints ,we flial not find neither can we defire morc notable examples then 

thofebeforc mentioned,takcn out of thc book c&Conformities what could thc 

Z diucH 
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diucihimfelf(if he were here in proper pcrfo)do more to prophane the holy Scrip. 
ture,thcn the author of that damnable bookc hath donc,in applying not only texts 
of Scripture fpoken exprefly of Chriftyo this diuellim importer, (la as he fticketh 

not to (ay in the end of thebooke, Multa quidem ejr aliaftgna fecit Francifeus, qua 

nonfintftripta in Itbro hoc)b\xi thofe alfo which are written of the Pa triarchs 3 Pro- 
phets, Apoftlcs and other holy Saints of God? But it theft particulars applyed to 

Fryer Franc it (hall not (haply jgiue fatisfa&ion to all,I will here alleadge others of 
.Dominicke.La vs thcrfore heare what Barelet( not contenting himfelfe with the 
former places)iaith further of his Saint Domiwckeand of his order. H*c (faith hej 

eft ilia religio qux in vno veteri Teftamento ftgnificatatZachar.6. Ecce quatuor qvadrh 

gdfic. that is, (for I will ondy iranflate thelc words)Sec what an excellent religi- 
on this is,which was prefigured in the old Teftament by Zachar: chap.6. Behold 
there came foure chariots out from betweene two mountaincs.In the firft chariot 
were red horfts, that is, M i no r i t e $ :In the fecond blacke hoifes,that is,E i 

the third were white horfcs,that is C a r m b l i t b $:ln the fourth lu 



E RS. 



fty horfes of diucrs colours,to wit,thc Preaching F 

p But theft Doctors not content to abuft the Scripture to makefport(as when 
they made iefts of certaine texts ) or to fill their pui fts and panches the better (as 

when the Francifcan applied that to his Saint Franc u , or the Jacobin to Iiis Saint 
Domimcke which was fpoken of Chrift ) being accuftomcd to a wanton kindeof 
licentious libcrtiein playing and dallying therewith,madcit comcat their whiftlc 
and ftruc them for all affaies,cucn to confirme their drcames and dotages -though 
no mote to the put pofe, then Magnificat for Mattins, to vft their o wne piouerbe. 
In whofe Poftils and Dominieals , albeit there be almoft asmany examples as 

leaues or lines-,yct two or three fliall fuffice. And fir ft we will beginne with the iol- 
Preacher Barelet y \\ho vpon theft words in the laft of Saint Luke^ ^irt thou on- 
ly a Ftlgrime in terufalcmjnd knoxveH not the things that haue bene done there in theft 

<fy«>faith,that Chrift was a Pilgrimcin three refpetfs, (for to fit his purpofe the 
better, I muft tranihecfttgramr a Ftlgrime ) namely in regard of his appareli, his 
lodgmg,and the implements which he carried about with him. Firft for his habit 

and attire, a Pilgrimc hath a bottle,a fcrip, a hat,and a ftafte.So Chrift had firft his 
bottle viz. the flefli which he tooke of the virgine UK*rj. which was of threcco- 

lore : Firft whitc,through thevirgins ?mi\y^poc.i P .AfierJ(aw the heauens open A 
behold a white horfe Secondly red, with the blood of thecrofte. Efa 6 Whim 
thy garments red'Tlmdy ,black,when his body became blacke and blew vpon the 
crolle.^y the 53. Et wore etmfanatifumm. Secondly, he had a fci ip, to wit his 

ioulc, full of the gold of grace and glory. Thirdly,hehada hatte, namely a 
crowne of thornes. Fourthly, a ftaffe, viz. the crofte. This is the realon why it is 
laid, Art thou onely a ftlgrime in lerufalcml namely in regard of his attire. He was 
alft> a pilgrimc ,n regard of his lodging: For pilg.imes 6Vc. And did not Menottci- 
lonwith very good grace(fauc that his argument was not/^r**,)whenheargu. 



ed thus Chorea e fitter circular t : Dtaboli tier eft circular e. Ergo chorea ell mot us um 

cuiu^t P w Cd th r m ° T &* D ^^^«W^byfhefe places, I ob.i.O 
cm tenam^x, that ir.s the Diuell which fpeaketh)^ perambLui earn. 1. Peter, 

hcl ™J^^*!™*«*rfiL n. In circuitutmpij ambulant. Butlctvs 

S^Tr n § edeuicc L hammc,cdout ^isownehekandconfiderhow 
mly he defcanreth vpon the ground of the Gamuth V 
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text beginning with v T,and vpon r b with another beginning with r a ,and foof 
thercft. Which fond and phantafticall conceipt becaufc it could not be kept well 
in Englifh,I haue here fet it downe in his owne words, in Lat'wc fo/.i p.Col.t.Vat 

mundani audite t quia ad vot dirigitur verbumjtec eft mcufed illiw quifependit in 





vobis qui ridetit, quia flebitu. Et timeo ne cant cm femel cantilenam dam* 
natorum^qui (ftcut columba)habet gemitum & fletum fro cantu. Hie cantw habet fix 
jiot<u valde miftrabilesjcilicet^ t, r e, m i, f a, s o l, l a . Frimam not am prefer t qui* 

libet damnatus dicens^ rtinam confumptm eflemjtc oculiu me vtderetJob.io.Secunda 
verb addit dicens , Kef let a enim malts anima mea. pfal. 87. Et omnes alij refpondent 
cum eo, Repleti ft* mm defpettione^ Pfal. 122. Tertiam omnes in fimul c ant ant .diccnUty 

biles faeli fumus omnibm hominibu*. t.Cor.is- £**rtam can tat quilt bet cor urn 
dicens Acics mea intumuit a fetu.lob. 1 6. ltcm,faciem meant eptruit c a It go. lob a j , 
Quintan* addum omnes fimul dicentes^Sol tu/litU non eft ortui nobis $ in malitia no- 
lira confumpti fumm ; Sapj.Sextam cantat fimul dtcentes^Laftdti fumtu in via iniqui 
Sat is. Sap. j.Et tterum,Lafiis non datur requtes : rjr petti s noflra qua ft clibanm exufta 
ejr de fecit gaudium cordu noftri t ac corner fits eft inluctum chorm nosler\ ceddit (0- 

rona capitis noJtri.r* nobis qniapeccauimus.Thren.vhimo. 

10 They further abufe the Scripture in tying themftlues to the words ( like 
an Ape to his clog) neuer confldering the fcopeand circumftancesof thcplace,al- 
beit their manner is not to ftand vpon the literati fenftatall. but to reduce all they 
haue to fay,to certaine AllegoricalljAnagogicali and Tropologicall ftnfts.For ex- 
ample,A/«w,to flicw that we arc not to wonder that the moft holy Saints & dea- 
rcft fcruants of God fhould be fb fore afraid, when death drawes ncarc and knockt 
at the dore,hath theft words : What i would you haue vs more certaine of our fal- 
uation then s* Faul y who was rauifhed in a vifion, and rapt into the third heaucn, 

an eleel vctTell , choftnbyourLord to bean Apoftles True it is,he once faid,/ir- 
fireto be diffblued and to be with chri(l n But when it came to the point indeed,hc 

flunkc backc,and faid,/ appealevnto Cdfar.A&s 2 J. 

11 But if further inquiry were made, it would(no doubt) be found thatthey 
haue fundry other way es moft wickedly prophaned the holy Scriptures : but for 
this prcftnt I will content my ftlfe with theft already mcntioned.For in that they 



abuft certaine places in following the old tranflation, and ftand fb ftifly vpon 
words , that they ground ftrange conclufions thereon , though it be a manifeft 
fault,yct is it more pardonable then the former . For the Lirip/piumw ill not giuc 



thcftlicentiats (Imcaneour great graduats, the Batchclers and Doctors of Sor- 

bonne) kraue to bufie their braincs with the Greeke and Ebrcw , but to content 

themftlues if they can ftruc out a raefte(I fhould haue faid a Mafle)with the Latin 
ladleras for theft learned languages,to lcaue them as they find them. 
12 I come now to the height of their villany ,thc quintefiencc of their forgery 

(bold I fay for rather knauery ,in foifting in a number of fentences vnder the name 
of Scripture , which arc not to be found either in the old or new Teftament. No 
maruaile thcrfore if they haue bene fb bold with the ancient doctors in alleadging 
their tcftimonics to ptoue the vcrtueand efficacy of their Mafle, as we may fee in 

the end of that worthy work ofCon form itiesjwh ere we find a number ot fwecte 
fayings in comendation oftheir MafTe,gathcred(as it is there faid)put of S.lerom.S. 
jiugu/lm^s.Chryfoftome.znd other ancient fatbcrs,which are no where to be found 
in their workes: nay, which are cleane crofle and contrary to the tenour oftheir 

doctrine. And we may well afTure our ftlucs,they were neuer fo leud astobekh 
forth fuchblafphemies,as that which is fathered vpon S. chryJoflomeiTanlum 
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let cekbratio Miff a quantum Chrippafio : auia ftcut mors Chip redemit nos a peca* 
tit: fie Miff* cekbratio faluat *w 5 that is, 7 he facrifice of the Majfe u of as great vcrtue> 
force and efficacy, as tbepafsion ofchrsftifor as the death ofchrtfl hath freed vs fro Cm\ 
ffthefacr/peoftheMa/efauethvs.Otheblafphemyof thefe filthy fryers* 





an 



CHAP. XXXIII 

Of other abufes of Scripture. 

E heard in the former Chapter howtheprofefTorsoftheRor. 
religion were wont to wring & wreft the Scriprurc,and to alleadg. 
them hab-nab without either rime or rcafon , and how fomc were 
faulty herein of ignorance, and others of malice : but here we fhall 
lee how they abuleit after another 



Firft therefore 



that when they faw they could not fer any gloflc vpon their lies and Le- 
gendsfin thatthey could not find a text though neuerfo drained that might giue 
any colour there to; their manner was to face it out with fliamclefle Iycs,as if they 

had had their budgets full of tickling texts. And hovv(l bc/cech you) did they ma. 

nage the matter^Thcy madc(frbrfooth;) euery lying Legend a maxime and princi- 
ple hauing fufficient light in it felfe , and needing no proofe from anyplaceof 
Scripturejthough euery place be a proofe.and euery text a fufficient teftimony, as 
ther would bcarc vs in hand. For they knew that the poore people, whom they 
had enchanted with the whoreof Babilons filthy cup of abominations ,did think 
them to be fuch,withOut all doubt or difpute. And that it is eucn fo,tel! me(gentle 
Rcader)how often thou haft heard this Prouerbe,/; is a4 true as God is in the Maffe 

fpoken by our good Catholikes,who were of opinion, that there was no article in 
Chriftian religion more certcn and furcthentbis? Forwhowasnotpcrfwadcd 
inoldnmc, that euery page in the Bible did fpeake thereof Nomaruailether- 
tore tfthcy entertained inch fables hand ouer head,without demanding proofe or 
placeof Scripture for confirmation thereof. Howbeit they went a ftep further 
when they told the people in their fcrmos that the Luther ans(w\\b they afterward 
taputoftgM were much likethat wicked wretched, whowouldnot 
once heare MafTe in all luslifc: wheras his brother Abel (that good Church-man) 
heard it euery day.But a Curatcin Sauoy wentbeyond diem all ; for exhorting his 
partmtoncrs to pay their tithes,hc faid,take heed(good brethren how you follow 
the example of that eurfed caitiffe Came : follow rather the cxa mple of good Abel 

hS? in 3hiS i k ° f ; hC fa,rt ^ an i ° f r , hc bcft ' and " cucr a % went ouer his 
this ^1< C f i rd n Tr° nC ^ at i hc IeaftNow albdt 1 «*" «% name 
b rl^n /r ^ , Wl1 r Ti hlm for * is once;onI y ™ *b one thing, 

! ut Z fifl T 7° rds > that P " efts » Aofc dayes were maried.For he was as 
rimewhc^fV^T Good Sir, at that 

(Z&i^tll T a Z d 1 n S lther ^ nor y^%Maffe ; forhecou!dno; 

red andh rid Y° rct Yu Ma ^ ir • ^that Wor F,,aimve- 

he! had ha JbuS nrt' 7 M °T h that Pricfts w ™ th en maried. But if 

I t ho*2« 2u ? f ^ ,iemi g ht naueanfvvered that there were Martin 
SSl^ AnotherCuratc 

Cms pue-ftUow)affirmcd tn open Scrmon,that when the Angeli Gabriel came to 

falute 
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falute the virgin Mary ,he found her fay in g our Ladies <Pfalter. Ahd to futc die fto* • 
xyot Abel wlio heard Maffe euery day, we may not iriafty wif<f forgttt^ hbw that 
Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, and other aood Patriarchs hbueri went toibhawrhout 

making the figne of the croire,and faying their Pater nbftcr and their >AiuMary: 

Now if a man fliould haue asked thefe filly f9\rfes,howa^y'kriew this tor fhartl it 
iutficed for a full anfwer, to fay that th by heard it of luch fcood preacher ^iwitnes 

the common fay im^lt is true^fori heard a Predchir fajfn \u W/.ua -jio^r/i i! 



2 



the diuell forefeeing that the fimplc peOplo rwoiuldont days fearch 



Scriptures,and fb pei ceiuc when our great jSotbonicall doc^Oi s ; ftraincd tlve fti ing 
too high, & went a note aboue Ela- fearing to lofe his rigM for defauk of fheWmg 
goodeuidencc, hath foifted in a number of counterfeti^ocrypbdlLwritings, 
thereby to blearc the eyes of the fimple, who cannot percciue bis fidlc higgling; I 

meane a bundle of bookes fathered vpon the Apoftles orthfeir difciples - 5 ^and yet 

fraught and farced with diuellilh doctrine > flat contrary to that of the /tyoftles: 
nay with fuch fablcs,as Chriftian eares can no more endurfc to heare, then the fi- 
ctions and fooleries of UWahomets Alcoran. Neither is it of late time thdt he vfed 
thisdeuice tofliakeand(asmuchasinhimlay) to ouerturne and ruinate the very 
foundations of our religion : for many yeares ago he ventedabroad Euangelium 

Nicodemi.Euangclmm Thorn&fuangeliumlsartkolom^lluan&eliim ?{axar*orum^ 

Ltbrurn Paftorts, and fuch like : albeit he labourcth now aficfh to the vttermoft of 
his power to infect the world with the ftench of them againc. Whereof he hath 
giuen a pregnant proofe in a damnable booke, intituled Proteuangelio^fme de na- 
talibus lefi$ chrifti , & matru ipfiusv/rgimMarU. For the better authorizing 
whercof,hc hath fathered it vpon S. James, calling h i m cofin-gcrman and brother 
to Chrift . But what containes it,may we thinker Verily ifuch fweet ftuffe as this : 
how KAnne the virgin Maries mother (and wife to Joachim) makes her mone to 
God in regard of her bairenne(Tc,affirming that he dealt worfe with her then with 
any other creature: worfe then with thevery elements, the water, and the earth, 
which brought forth fifhcs,herbes and plants. But firft (lie alleadgeth the example 
of the birds, which flic remetnbrcd by feeing a fparrowes neft in a Lawrell tree 
vnder which flic fate : and file had no fooner ended her complaint,but an Angell 
tooke his flight towards her j(for it is exprefly hid>ad«olauitjand Hud vnto her, O 
Anne God hath heard thy prayer,thou (halt conceiue and beare a child, and malt 
bv famous through the world. Wherupo Hie vowed to dedicate her child to God, 
whether it were male or female. The Angell hauing done his mcfljgc, brought 
the fame newes to Iofeph her husband,who would not bclecuc it,till he was by mi- 
raclc confirmed in the truth of the Angels report. To be fliort, at the end of nine 
moneths (he wasdeliuered of the virgin Mary h and (according to her vow) pre- 
fented her to God, when Hie was but three yeares old : where flic was rcceiued 
with many ceremonies by the high pricft , who prophecied that mankind by her 
fliould be redeem :.d. It is further faid.that he fee her vpon the third ftep of the Al- 
tar,where,as flic (tood(through Gods goodnefle) fhe be gan to dance rnmly . And 
this flic did to winnc the loue and liking of the Ifiaelites . Now heir it is to be no* 
ted that durina the time of her abode in theTempMic was fed like 



ceiuing 



the hand of the Angell . But when (lie was twelue y 
(Tembledand confulted what courfc they fliould take wit 



(bans now come to thofe yeares; that the fanclified of the Lord 
polluted. Meane time Aachary the high prieft had a reuelation as he was praying 
lhat he fliould aflemblc all widowers in towne and country , and that each man 

^3 
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mould bring a rod with him,that (he might be committed to his care and „,/uj 

whom God (hould chufeby miracle. A?I which being done accorS 

came out of AjtyArrod and Jight vpon bis head : whereupon the high PriJ* 7- 1 C 

God hath hereby manifefted that it is his wil and pleafurc thou fliouU-ft £ , P 
cuftodyo^sholyvirgin. But refilled, faying, I haue a g^reat charge and 

now am oldjand (he ( but yong } thcrefore( I feare me) the children of //rX'ouH 
laugh meto fcom^f I (hould take her to wife. But when he heard of tbefaS 
ludgementsof God which befeU Cm,D*th»n and Ahrdm. being iJX „ j 
there w ith he (aid 5 I take thee here from the Temple oftbfC tfi 

I wil leauc thee at my houfe,and returne to my Carpenters Pupation -and Ik, 

went with a pttcher todraw water,fhe heard a voice from heau/ (aySf h „ 
Jm^MmJ*. Afte, -wards are iti^oenAftnieiwstaWo^TJS 
pehand ,n the end .t «s addcd,how tha, being now i * .ycarcs of age^X »M 
tl ^umg gone fix moneths) 7#*retuming from his B £S 

had employed himfelfe for ccrtaine yeaics (comming not home fo nm%T 

m all that time) and finding her greatwith child,wasnmha^ated™A^n^d^a?he 
was communing with heraboutfundry things, an Angell annearfW v^l- 
and cenificd him of all thefe proceedings^ ti was eSffi? £32, ^ 
came to fpeak with hfiph. perceiuing <Man to he S, r rt i u lbe wbo 
andcounLringofii^e, ta^^^t^iSR 
andbrought before the high Prieft : where when ifipl S lfiS 
fed flcfhly famiharitie w.th her 5 and mcagaineprotefted that fl* n«?« La V ', 
company with him nor with any other ITS If . ; • 7 ^ <amal 
of which when thev had f I. • m '? dnnke ,he wat « 

feeing God would not d tefl dicm Se wonld "° ' nc ? nueni T e 5 he faid > ,h « 

demne them.After/o low tc worts tf /3?d£ h T *? ? ,0uld Con ' 

ceflme to bring her to Arffa, byTfo 1 P ' fi ° W that Was ofne " 

cameftom ALflvCtJZ itt nn T.nf 1 ya ' l 1 C ° Mm ? undemem whW > 

Wing fid. vill/n/u, fpeech« " thTftw^Z 3 

vmohtlvbiumJucJvSLJLS , ' ^ 'ookeher downe,and (aid 

that (he was brough KlEfi ST ^'""'f ' 1 a(ll y> i( is faid 

who writcth oth Jwife^an thatSfound ^ ^ ?° aCdit ° f * Lukt 
who met with anotheraterwart cafied kT! midw 'fc(by great good lucke) 

could haue a child.came to ake trLl thrrlf *' W , h >° ?' bclccuin g ' hat a vi 'g in 
& a face of fl;„, ,h J^l^^'" 3 ! t,lf rc ? f - Bu < I ''ad needcof a Brow nflJfo 



& a face of flint, the like bebauch^d Z „T' . ■ ncedcof * mow ofbrafle 

if 1 (hould fet it downe iSl .t XhZ? *" theaUthor of this ftol 7 " a °. 
tin hcreenfui ng) £^Xf rf thc ? fo / e f om H nt »Y with the la 
<pj> S*Um^, w %„ u JiZZJJttT & ' hmm '". >lli dixit djletm 



th4 £^aS*J £r ^ ~ di S efl 'Vonfideting 

tofom Wi coWrwi t h^ compatifon then any of 

me (good Reader) a J„,ie, how the diuell hath openly 



I 



mocked 
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mockedandplaiedCasitwerOwiththenoftnf^n' j . . 
booke, blindfolding in the meanTtimeS^ 3 "««»domejn pubWhtog this 

his inftmment in th?co m pS I X b ^ i r^^ ? orbe h '«> « 

naile,by word and writing,to ££ffi? S^? h ° la,K ; nre,J too,h ^ 
may be called religions; y§. MZmSfi, f?* 6 * w ?J*«gi°ns ( if they 

on. him I fiy he vfed as his ^yi^ 1 *™ w " h cEriftian 
tained fund> groffc herefi<£Z&^ and ™* 

audi honefty I meane that worfti&rtw&r^' T"™" to 

(may fome fay ) was it euer poflibleZl m1 Z l l 'f Bu « ho " 

vile mooter, wasnotiXcSd ^ Kitttt^ "T* ""fWlyWi 
an Angcll ftom h«uen ? Fo7anfwe? inl™^'* ^ ^ " * ,iu ««« «* 
IfiidjSathexpofedChSSS^ * 

worid,and hathfasit werel with a/«-/-„ J. ^ ? ntng-ttocke, and wonderment to the 
o&ehtotend&ndSmf^ 

varies were not fo well deteded in Sofr ^„JL » A "tone villanics of thefe 

ftandrng fo much *»d£&^J^ffi haUe . bene ^.-notwith. 
which f will leaue as b^£Sc^££^^*^ * we °fi 
will come to the phrafe and ftvfc XKw ) knowne , and 

sktlfull Hebtician,tha he 2«LK y *5»^ '"(bfie it toany 
veryfinger, >and7oited= 

ScnpturcAs for the phrafe it is fo affiJLi ,h,7L "F V , a . nd "^"^V *e 

the author thereof) in fcorne of rhrift,wii • ^ was (if he were not 
fiire (lorifl,, and oStoSiS iSS^SS!^u^^ U ? a * ci 

sssssBsSSSSSES 1 

fore, .swelhouldhaueafpeciall regard to what wiid^jS»S& 
ous ntles,feeing that in giuing it to one,we take it ftom anS h£ tiy beTn e SS" 
tw, -a, day and darkenete.Ifany (hall here fay, that fome oTSSS 

red ypon saint /awWjCofingermanand brother to Chrift. as the title onmon rfh , 
For in the firft impreffion (which is in a fmal volume with'the Su 
this title P«/„W^ i, ottMm ufu ^ & f m4l ™° ™ ™* 

H r f C T Ci f"»'™y»»>"i<»M>»i> ■ Howbcit in the LonVm,pVX! 

where , , ,« made a part o/the forefaid booke,intituled onUmnJt. S /Z? 
Bno,canedcofingerman,but onely brothefofChtift. I tefftS 

this booke rather then any of that table , to the end the R eadeJ by thk ^ rate 

Z 4 - 
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a aft of the reft. For if they durft publifli fuch ftuffe vnder the name of J. Um„ 

what wouW they not date w do vnder the name of %W^,andanun,oer of 




whcire heaflfirmcd,that when Chrift 



wholetunndsofthcfamcliquor,colourandtang. Theresas 'kcwif^nother 
Sable booke publifhed fincc that time vnder the name of 5 James. The AOs 
alfoor the Apoftles hauebin difperfed abroad intomany hands^ompofed by one 
^ibd^hok writings (though altogether impiousand prophane) fome haue 
not bin afhamcd to gloiTe in fundry places as well in the pi*face as in the body of 
the booke,and to amrme that he cither tooke it out or S.L^otSXuke out of 
him. Befides all thcle,thc Ecclefiafticallhiftory it felfc hath bin pub hfhed by a dt* 
uellifh Monke called Nicephorm Califlus, whom I callacloifter diuell not without 
caufe For befides that he was a cloifk rer by his profeffion,hc flieweth himfclfc 
as ignorant as a Monk,as impudent as a Monk,as wicked and prophane as a Monk: 
fo ignorant, that euen yong children may teach him his leflon : fo impudent,that 
he is not ajhamcd to tell mod fliamefull licsrand fo prophantyhat he ftickcth not 
to icft and gibe at God himfelfeand his holy truth. All which particulars (hall one 
day(.Godwilling)bcmanifeftedandlaydopentotheworld. 

. 4 Now albeit the forefaid Preachers might finde in tlicfc and fuch like elaf- 
ficke writers,prety ftore of trim talcs,euer ready at hand when they meant to fte 
into the pulpit to giuc their quarter blowcs:yet they were not negligent to f urnr' 
themfelues with other maner of ware,which they might mingle with theold,and 
noteuercloy their auditory with ftale ft uffe. Or if haply they alleadged any au- 
thor,thcy alleadged fuch as were fpickc and fpan new , comming newly fmokmg 
from, the prefle. Which puts me in mind of that which I once heard deliuered by 

one Honauentnreidi Francifcan) in a Sermon which he made at Ipr<L*> in f landers: 

prety tall ftripling,able to take 

paines and to follow his occupation/*/^ employed him in his trade, commaun- 
ding him to faw a pecce of wood^wherc he milling the marke which he had made 

him to faw by, fawed it ouer fliort : whereupon hfeph being very angry, would 
hauc beaten him^and he had lamskinned him indeed if he had not ftcptafideand 
taken vp a cu dgcll to defend himlclfe : which made loftph rake vp another, either 
of them wcilding their weapon and keeping their (ramling. And whence trow we 
(faid the Frier) learned hethisc'Out otS.Anncs GofpelM warrant you . Andl rc- 
mernber I haue read a likcftory of another Francifcan called Bardotti, which 

may fitly parallclc the former, who preaching at Bourdeauxyof the good theefe to 
whom our Sauiour faid,T/;« day thou fhalt be with me tn Paradifi: affirmed he had 

found in a certain Gofpcl the rcafon why he went ftraight to hcauen,not fo much 
as faluting Purgatory by the way; becauie that when Chrift fled into /Egypt* l* e 
would not fuffcr his fellowes to rob him nor thole that were with hi/n:and that he 
fliould fay vnto him, I befecch you Sir remember me another time for the good 
turnc I hauc done you : which he promifed to do ; and fo did, when they hung to- 
gether vpon the crofTe. Thus we lee thefc ghoftly fathers could neuer be drawne 
dry, confidently they had as many Golpels as they could defire: out of fbme or 
which,they took many fine fables to make their auditors fomc fport: out of others 
fiindry miracles able to rauifli them with admiration (I mcanc fuch' miracles and 
ly ins? wonders as the Euangelifts neuer mention : ) and out of others , anfwers to 
fundry obieclions,which might marrc their mirth, by putting out the great fire 
oftheirgrenfiekitchin. A s r h is B ardotti , who hauing much ado to maintaine his 

Purgatory againft the forefaid place of the Euangclift,alleadgcd this (lory for a full 

anfwer. 
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anfwer.I haue alfo heard of another Preacher whole wed his tume very well with 
this voyage into jfigipt,to aflbile a queftion whoewith he was forcttoublcd,viz. 
when that was fulfilled which was foretold bjyhc Prophet MyecfalyMt dsfpitdvn 

fimulachra & ccjfarefactam idola dt Metnphi* f lor, he fiia,it was then fuelled when 
our Sau iour fled into jfigypt,being but a child.I come now to iheir lying legends 

and pretended reuelations. 
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Offables taken out of their Legends^ and fttch bMaggage\ 

wherewith they fluffed their Ser mons. 



Vt the ftore-houfe of moft idle , moft addle and Frier-like f&lcs, 
hath bene and is the book intituled T be golden Ugend ? fib i Saints^ 
containing fuch a number of abfurd ana ridiculous tales , t|iat the 
Reader had neede to hold hard behinde, for marring his bree- 
ches: which French-men dooftcher in the vintage then any other 
fiealbn. N either is he to be too nice or daintie$ for he lhall meet with many places, 
outof whichhe fhall neuer be able to extricate himfelr, without doing that which 




frefh-water fouldiers do, as not hauing bin vfed to the tea. Ainongft which (if I 
may iudge of other mens conceits by mine owne) thefc may be numbred. ¥ rater 

Juniper I* ( who S.Francu held for a very holy njajpurpofing on a time to play the 

cooke very brauely, put chickens into a great pot^without cither pluming,draw- 
ing or wafhing themes alio frefb and poudered beefe^ogcther with hcibs^pcafc, 
beanes,and fuch like pulfe,neither warning or elenfing thenuand boiling all thefc 
together ouer a grear fire, ferucd in this goodly difh of meate^nd fet it before his 
fellowes . The lame Prater luniperm (and herea man had need, to haue a firing 
ftomack indeed) being lodged vpon a time in agood bed, and faire cleane meets, 
layd pilgrime falue therein,which he left his hoft for full paimcnt^without giuing 
him any other farewell. Both which talcs are taken out of the booke of Conformi- 
ties before allcadged^the firft, fbhla . the (ccondyfol.^. both thefe mooeft ftories 
being there recorded to fhew the humilitie of this holy Frier. But if humilitic did 
conffft in the fecond pranke here fpccjficd , queftionlcfle there would be none 

comparable to that of yong children; for they play this flippery trick oftcnef then 

their nurfes would haue them: yet we muft not iudge raflily of this fad of Junipe- 
rs for he knew(it may be) by rcueiation that he was to fet another hew vppn the 
meets before he went thence. And what can a mantel whether it was not a receipt 
which he had learned in fbme Legend? For let me, but fpeakc this one thing in his 
behalfe,that it is fcarce probable that the ftinke of thefc cxcrements-fhould be like 

othermens^fpecially^onfideringwcreade in the forefaid booke of Conformities 

foI.si.how that a Monke of the fame.Cpucnt called Jluf/in rftauc away thediucll 
by threatning to vntrufTe a point into his rhroate.'for it is there 6id,that when tlic 
diuell heard rhisyherannc away inia maruellous rage, as if a tcmpcfl had |>in at his 
taile: whereas going backe for feare of holy water, he doth not make a whit the 
more haft.Now if the diuell was kifuch a bodily feare^to be fo per filmed by, Frier 

Ruffin^ the oerf unte doubrleffe whiclt Frier Uniptripfcfx behind him ip his I>c4 to 
pay his hoft withail,wa$ more thai Memphjticaj)«..> , 
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Pardon vat good Readcr,tf I be too broad $ for I am inforced to accommo* 
date my felfe to the matter in hand. For (as the Greekc prouerbe faith,) It is hard to 

frsdmodtfi words toexprejji immodefakfrgs . Not with (tending I do not (as thou 

mayft perceiue) (ay the worft I canof th5c filthy Friers , for the refpeft I hauc of 
their holy mother the Church : but if I take them tardy the fecond time , let them 
aflure themfcluesj will curry their cockfeombs for altogether. 

3 But who is (uch an Hcraclittss that would not burft with Iaughtcr,whcn he 
(hall rcade in the life of S. Dominickc } how he beficged the diuelsin a ccrtaine de- 
moniack 3 and would notfufTcr them to depart without giuing pledges : and how 

in the end they got the holy Marty rs which lay buried in the Church.to be their 
furcties? But that I may thebetter (atisfie the Reader,! wil here fet downe the very 

words of the ftory,as they lie in the old French tongue. Vri homme efioit demon/a- 
cle de plufieurs diables Jtquel luifut prefcnte(aj[auoir a s. Dominique) & it prit hjlole^ 
t$r U mtt fur [on col. Et puis en ceignit It coUu dcmoniaclcs^ & commanda a iceux que 
iorefenauantilsne tourmentafjent celtti homme. Et tantofi ilsfurent tourmetez, dedans 
tut four mentor dirent y Laijfc-notu alien Pourquoi nous coni rains- tu a cs~lre tour men* 
tex>Et it ditjc ne vous laijferay iufqua font que maurez donn'e ptege que ne retournerez 
plus. Et Us direnty Quels pleges vous pouuons-nous donner? Et it dit, Les faintfs martyrs 
qui repofent en cejle eglife.Etilsdtrent y Nousnepouuons y carnos meritesne lerequitrent 
p4s. Et il ditjl conuient que vous les donniczfu ie ne vous laifferay fyes aller qaittes. Ft 
sit refpondirent ,£uils y met troy ent peine . Et ap>resvn peu de temps ils dtfent Jacob ce 
que nous ne foyons p,u dignczjsous auons impetre que lesfainlls martyrs nous plcgcrettt. 
Etilrequit avoir ftgne de cejle chofe. Et ils dirent \Allez a la chdec ou les chefs des mar~ 
tyrs font^dr vous les trouuerez* renuerfiz.^yf done afferent j& fut ainfi trouue (omme its' 

auoyent ir/.That is, A ccrtaine man poflefled with many diuels^vas brought to s. 
Vominickc, who tooke the ftole and girded it faft about his necke, comma un ding 
them that from thencefoorth they ftiould not torment him.-andfoorthwith they 
were erieuoufly tormented within him,and faid , Suffer vs to depart, Why docft 

thou thus torment vs^To whom heanfwered,You (hal not depart, vn til you haue 
gotten (bme to be yourfurcties,thatye wil neucr enter into him again. They (aid, 
What furetiesf The holy Martyrs((aid he) which lie here in the Church. Where- 
unto they anfwered. Our merits do not deferue that. Well.you muft procure the 
((aid he) to giue their words foryou,otherwi(e you (hall not be fet free.Thcy an- 
fwered,thcy would do their endeuour: and returning againc not long after, (aid, 
Albeit we be vn worthy, yet haue we gotten the holy Martyrs to be oui fureties. 
•French Tncn nc demanded a fignc of them.l f you go to the (brines ((aid they) where the 
tblyxtntMt fc u k °f tnc Martyrs lie , you (ball find them ouertumed. Whereupon *he went, 
oot fo fuwblc and found it as they had (aid. After which (lory (or fable rather) this other fol- 
io * c ftor 7- loweth,which for the grace it hath,dcferues to go with it hand in hand. Ic happe- 
ned that as this holy father preached on a time , certaine llmplc (educed women 
fell downe at his feet^nd faidrO thou man of God help vs. If this doftrinc which 
thou haft taught be true, an erroneons fpirit hath this long time blinded our 
minds.To whom he (aid, Fcare not,ftay a litlc,and you (hall fee what matter you 
feme . And immcdiatly they (aw a blacke cat leaping in among them,of the big* 
nefle of a great curre,with flaming eyes,a longjarge and bloudy tongue reaching 
downe to her breft: a crooked writhentaile turning vp on high, (hewin* her po- 

fteriorums which way foeuer (lie went, whence came a horrible ftinchf who ha- 
iling risked this way and that way about thefe deuout dames a long time , in the 

end went vp by the bekopc^and left a filthy ftinke behind her. And fo thefe wo- 
men 
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men thanked God,and turned to the Catholicke faith. But becaufe fuchflories as 
thefe arc but Frier-like fables , very harfli to all mens cares that arc not Frierif icd • 

Ithinkeitgood whilcft they arc nowliftninganda<tentiuc,to let them hearcac 
once,the reft I do remember. Fir ft then (fol.2u.0f the forefaid booke of Confor- 
mities) we rcade how S. Francis, to (hew that he was a pure virgin, ftripped him- 

fclfc naked before the Bifliopof Afifejawd others \ and how hegaue his breeches 
to the f orefaid father, (hewing that he was not defiled with women . Thus much 
for the mafter.Let vs now.heare how well his fchoHcrs followed liiscxamplc.Fol. 
62. Frier Z,WM/v/puttingofFhis breeches at the gate off/toi^put the/n vpon his 
head, and binding his oiherapparell like a fardell about his necke, wentftarke 
belly naked through the ftreets, where he endured many villanies : afterwards he 
went into thcFriery,whcrcall rhc Fricrscricd fliamevpon hiin.-buthe was foholy 
a man ,thar he refpeded not wliat tiiey (aid- felling them that he had done the like 
as he patted through two other cities. There is a Ho mention made of another of 
his di(ciplcs,which tooke pleafurc in playing the like pageant : who whether he re- 
fern ble the doggifli Diogenes or not,let the R eader iudge. 

4 And now I come to thofe examples, which will notgiucamanhisbreake- 
faft,(as the former) but onely his belly full oflaughing cheare, (bas he may per- 
haps indangcr that which I (pake of And if you pleafe to beginnc with S.fran- 
wijletvsliftcn a little to his great wifedomc recorded fol. 1 74. of the faid bookej 
how hefalutcd the birds/pake vnto them ,and called them his brethren,comman- 
ding them to hearken to the word of God: and how they hearing him preach vn- 
to thema eioiccd exceedingly, thru fting out their necks, and opening their beakes 
one vpon another, marking him all the while very attentiucly:and how when the 
fermon was ended,he walked through the middeft of them, and permitted them 
to depart. Wherupon they flewallaway with agreat noi(e,anddeuided thefelucs 
into foure companies, according to the fourc quartets of the world, therby figni* 
fying that the order of Saint Francis (liould be renoumcd,and difper(ed through-^ 

out the eai th. Againe^/.^.wereadc that a Grafliopper abode eight daies with 

liim,in ftead of Saint UMary , and that when he called hcr,fhc flue vnto him and 

light vpon his hcad,and fo taking leauc of him departed. AsaKo how a Nightin- 
gale and he fong Anthemes a whole day together bycourfe. Againe,/o/.ii4. 
how he madethe Swallows to ceafe their chattering,calling the lifters. And in the 
(Time page,how he cured a man-kcenc vvolfe (which had hurt many in the citty $) 
by making thefigneof the cro(Te,and how he made this agreement with himrmy 
brother vvolfe, thou muft here promife me, that thou wilt not raucn as heretofore 
thou haft done ; and then the citie will kcepc thee. Which the wolfepromifed 10 
do,Wovving downe his head euidently. Then (aid Saint Francis 9 (wearc vnto me 
vpo thine honcfty,and thcrwith putforth his hand 5 where the wolf liftingvphis 
ght foote, laid it gently in Saint Francis his hand. Who (aid my brother wolfe, 
I charge thee in the name of our Lord lefts* Chrift , that thou follow me now pre 



1 



fcntljic which hedid. We read alfo of fundry Saints,who tookcpleafure in talking 
with beafts: but this brotherhood with wolucs is peculiar ( I take it ) to Saint 

Francis 



5 



Furthcr,who can containc himfelfe when he fliall read how Saint Mauri* 
... did (eucnycarcspenanceamong thorns and buflies,for killing ofa flea^ Which 
verily was another manner of penance then that which Saint Francis did for ea- 
ting Coquinam delardoncMl I may not forget another pranke plated by Saint Z>* 

m.,tickt . recorded towards the end of his legend, which was the' faft of a bon 



com 
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companion indeed , at lead wife fo penned that it will make good fellowes fport^ 

and miniftcr vnto them matter of merriment* viz. that there was a holy Nun cal- 
led M*ry 9 who hada lore thigh, and had endured great painc of it for the /pace of 
fiuc monethsj and was paft hope euer to haue it cured: who thinking her fclfe vn - 
vvtKthy to pray vnto God,or to be heard of him,befbught Saint Dommick to be a 
mediator for her,that flie might be rcftored to her limmes again. Where falling a- 
flccpc,(hortIy after fhe thought flie (aw Saint Dominickc clofc by her,and how he 
rooke from vnder his coapea ftrortg fmclling ointment,wherewith he annointcd 
her thigh. And that when (heasked him what it wasjhe fliould anfwer,thatit was 
The ointment of hue. Which riddle I Icauc to the R cader to readc as his fancie (ball 
giuc him : for my pan I concciue no othcrwifc of it, then of the priuatc familiari-. 
tie which was betwecne S, Francis and S. Claire (recorded fol, 84.booke of Con- 
formities) and of his inward and familiar acquaintance with Fryer itfrf^a bcauti- 
full young man,whom he once embraced and lifted vp from the ground , in fuch 
fort,that he thought himfclfc all on a fire. 

6 Morcoucr in the Legend ofSaint GermineM is 1 cpoi tcd,ho w that he prea- 
ching on a time in Kritaine, when the king would notcntcrtainchim, nor thofe 
that were with him ; a heardman (who came from feeding his cattcll) carrying 
an almes to his cottagc(with was giucn him at the pallacc ) and feeing this blefled 
Saint Germine and others with him hungry and cold,rccciucd them courteoufly 
into his houfe ; and hauing but one calfe,caufed it to be killed and dreffed for me. 
And that when fupper was done Saint Germine caufed the bones to be brought, 
and laid vpon the skinne,and hauing prayed ouer them,thc calfc rofe vp vpon his 
fcetc.The next morning he went to the king,and giuing him very hard language, 

asked him why he had denied him lodging?To which whe he could 
toanfwcr,Saint Germine faid,ger thee hence, and Icauc thy kingdom to thy better. 
Which done , he commaunded the herdman fliould come ( and bring his wife 
with him ) whom he crowned king in the prefence of them all; ('who wonde- 
red at thefatf) fo that euer aftcr,the herdman and his fucccflbrsenioycd iheking, 
dome. 

7 Againe, we read this fabulous ftory in the Legend ofSaintC^/w^and S. 
Damian,\voxd for word.Popc Felix(thc eight after Saint Gre%orte)bui\ta famous 
Church at Rome in honour of Saint Cofm.ts and Saint Damian. In which Church 
there was one which attended vpon thefc holy Martyrs,who had his thigh alrnoft 
eaten away with the canker. To whom as he was aflccpe thefc Saints appeared, 
and brought with them inftruments andoyntments. And the one laid to the o- 
ther,wherc (hall we haue wherewith to fill vp the place,out of which we muft cut 
this corrupt flefh? The other an fwcred,thcrc is an Ethiopian newly buried in the 
Churchyard of Saint Peters aux liens , fetch hither fomc of his flcfli that we may 
put it in the place, who went prcfently into the Church-yard ,and brought thence 
the dead mans thigh. They then cut ofFthcficke mans thigh, and put the dead 
mans thigh in ftcad thcicof>d hauing carefully annointed die wound, caricd his 
thigh to the dead man. Now when the Sccretinc awooke, he pu t his hand to his 
thigh,but felt no painc, nor yetanyfearre or fiqneoHiis wound. liW 
tookc the candle and fa w his thigh well againe JicdoubtcdoHiiinfclfc, thinking 
he had Ibencfome other. Butcomingatiafftohimlelfejielcaptoutofhisbedfor 
joy rtelling his friends what had befallen him in his fleepc, and how he had bene 




And when he 



healed; whereupon they fending in all haft to the dead mans tombc, to know the 
trutn^tound the dead mans diigh cut onyind his in the graue,in ftead thereof. 

8 But 
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% But if any defire to know more oftliefe old wiues tales, let him reade the 
forefaid lying Legendary; or Nicephorm Caltftwhh Ecclefiafticall ftory. who (to 
omit-other fables ) reporteth that Saint Chryjo(lomes body (pake after he was dead, 
and that Theodofius the Emperou r fent letters vnto it : as alfo the (crmons of oli- 
uerMaillardyind Michael Menot. And to die endhc may furnifh hirafelfe tor all af- 
fays,let him reade/r/tf/»<^/i»^^ Baraleti, 
a toto verbifatorum catu dtu defideratos: as alio Sermones Dormi fecttre: where f hey 
arehuddled together one vpon another, thicke and threefold k But the bookcof 
Conformities (mentioned before) containeth mo of thefe fond fables,quantity 
for quantity,thcany of the reft.There you fhal find that it was as ordinary a thing 
with Saint Francis his ;nouices,to raife the dead, as todrinkea cup of becre,and as 
eallc a matter as for a fquirrell to crack a nut. As alfo how Saint Francis flue a man 
in his iollitie,that he might in a braucry raife him from the dead againe. Fol.uo. 

Locus eft ditt us de ?(uceria, in quoFranctfm fecit ilUdinftgncmiraculum, quodcu- 
iufdam medicijUiu primogenitu prius occidtt,(jr contrUUfufcttando rejlttuit. And not 

to rake vp the filth, nor rip vp the fooleries of their other lying Legends, you may 
fee in the former chapter, which entreateth of our good Catholicks of the fcopifli 

Clergie, how many miracles are fathered vpon him. But the beft is,that themoft 

there fpoken of arc confirmed by the teftimony of nonc,butof the diuell(fb farrc 

did thofe wicked wretches authors of that booke ouer-flioot thcmfelucs)and that 
fundry miracles whichare there (aid to haue bene wrought by him and bis difci- 
plcs,wcre wrought by no other meanes, then by Satanical operation & diabolical 
illufions. Which though it benot there recordcd,yet it was the will of Godjth'cfe 
fables fhould fo be penncd,that they might eafily be defcried. 

9 I Was here purpofed to haue ended this rhapfody taken out of the Lege»$> 

but that two other came afterwards to my min d ,rocorded in the booke of Confer* 
j»to,which in confeknee I cannot aniit. Fol.72. A blind man rubbing his eyes 
with Frier Francis of Dfiratios frockc, rccoucrcd his fight. Fol. 74. A woman of 

Tholonu being gricuoufly d ilea fed with a blqudy flixe for the fpace of fburr ecne 
yeares, (aid in her felfc,0 if 1 couldbut touch the hem of hisgarment I fliould be 
whole: which flic did,and fo was cured,&c. Fol.&t-.Fricr'/ft/wff of ^Arezte bare 
great dcuotion to Z>d»tf/,whofe fepulchcr in Babilou guarded with dragons he 
defired ro feej but could not, by reafbn of the long iourney and feare of thofe fer- 
pents. Whereupon there appeared vnto him a hugeand monmous dragon,who 
fet him Vpon his taile,and caricd himftraight to Dd/w/rfepulchcr: where opening 
the tombe,he tookeoneof Daniels fingers in deuotion,and forthwith was caried 
by the dragon backe againe into his place.Many arc of opinion that it was an An- 
gcll of God. The fame Frtcr,like a fecond Ionas,ms caft into thelca in a tempeft, 
and being fuddenly inuironed with a little cloud, was caried to the terreftribU Pa- 



radife: whom when Enoch and E lias faw, they demaunded of him what he was? 
And when they heard that he was Saint Francis his brothcr^thcy danced for ioy, 
and led him about to (hew him euery corner of Paradife. From thence he was ca- 
ried back againe oucrithe fea in a little doud,which maruelionfly aftontflicd thofe 
that behtld it. 



.0 ftutto returne to Frier Unipcm. F0I.9 1 .Frier fohjt of the Fatties aftirmcth, 

that he finelt the fauour oiluniperw ^ t welue leagues 6fF ; and note that they were 

t wcluc leagues of gb6d rticafiires for heiaith,//«w odoremfcu aduintum>fc*ter lo~ 
hannes^MfotfLvitfeferf^ f ficr l^pmts 

did all this in hamiiitic, So fik ewife (td ^mcvv'hishumilitie) lie played ^'ith a little 

, ' ' A a boy 
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boy at titter-totter. And touching fotrifli humiliric,fce here as foolifli a part as cuer 

w£ played by the wife men of Gotham. Vol^Frater 7 homvpoUtcm [tk amp* 

tauit propter LmiUtatem^efacerdosfieret, *** multumraculu^x isfrter Tho- 
mas iutofhMmbe in humfoitfor feare afbeingmade prteft , amdmm famom for 

mam mirach. I do the rather relate this talc in his originall (viz.in the very words 
andWmes whereirvit is written) becaufc I doubt not bunt will feeme asftrangc 
to the Readers as it did to me ; cfpecially if they jhall confute ^thercafon which is 
there giucn , that he did it through humilitie forfooth ,thai : is,(as I conceiue of it) 
becaufc he thought bimfclfc vnworthy to fay Mafle : whereas the poore Pncft 
mould not onely hauc cut off his thumbe, as willing to fofc a member of his bo- 
die but mould rather hauc died ten thoufand deaths(it it had bin poffible)as ab- 
horring to be of the number of thofc MaAe-mongers, I meane thofe butchers of 



Sauiours body 



executioners,as much as in them lieth . Now 



what punimmethe'deferucd for Fuch indifcreet,or rather fottimhumiktie,Ileaue 
to the Judgement oftheRcadcr.Butthe punifliment which King Frame* thefirft 

adiudged two companions vnto, 

^^^^^^^^ m 

being lent to the gallies,was,that they mould be fent to the gallowes, as I heard it 
credSly reported to Charles of MariSae ,thcn Bifhop of rtenne y and Embaffadour 

for the French King at Ambourgh 



II 



As fortheir other drues and draffe,mentioncd in thetitleof this Chap 



by them I vndcrftand other tales not taken out of their lying Legends (as the for- 
mer) but forged by fond Friers, andfaincd of their fingers : fome of them in the 
eels of contemplations, others in the eels of reucIations,and others in otherblind 
corners.For it is thecuftom of thofe profound Preachers, a no * namely of the foure 
fb often before alleadged, inrcponinganyftoryohheirhe orfheSaintSi tofay 
mat they had it out of the ftory ofhis life ( which they call h is Legend ,) or out of 
fuch or fuch an author : and fom crimes that they borrowed it at the fecond band 
from fuch as had it by contemplation or reuelation : and fometime againe (which 
fometime,is oftentimc with them) they allcadgc no author at all , but content 
thcmfelues with a hearefay or a fcriptum efl. Which I fpeake not onely in regard of 
the tales they tell vs of the Saints,but of that which they report of meaner perfons 
alfo:a vluall thing with them when they fpeake of any miracle, as I might cafily 



inftancc byfundry examples 5 but I leaue the Reader to fearch for them in the 
(achelsof thefe worfliipfull writers (who among the reft of their contemplatiue 
doctors, alleadgc Landulphus and honauenture : as alfo certaine omnieatherums 



intituled Reflations, and among others Librum reuelationum Elizabeth) and will 

content my fclfe onely with three hiftories or fables, one of which is of the rabble 
and riffe raffe of thofc which the Friers and Priefts haue in high account, becaufc 
they helpc to make their kitchins hot. The ftory is this (in the Sermons intituled 

Dormifccurejn dedication Eccleftx y fermon 6 $.) Legit ur de quo Jam facerdote 9 qui in 
quadam Mijfa liber attit de Pur gator io animas nonaginta nouem t ejr quum interrogare* 
tur t &c. that IsJVereadc of a certain PrieJI^who by faying a MajJe^eOuered ninet)and 

nine foules out of P urgatory And being demaunded why he ftayed there,and went 
not on toanhundred,tomakevparound number : he anfwered^ that a diucllilh 
doore hindrcd him,which ftriking againft the wal,madc fuch a noife that he quite 
forgot where he wasrand being then wrapt in contemplatio,it put hiqi cleaneout 
of the fockct.The fecond ftory or fable (ftory for them ,rable for vs)is this. M Kg* 

tmtateDmtniferm.69. vnde legitur exemplum % quodfuerint du£luuencHU,&e* 

that is, (fomewhat to abridge the Latin Legend ) There were two yong maids 

which 
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which conuerfed very familiady together, who on ChriftrnalTe euen at nieht af- 
ter they had heard the firft Mafic, fequeftring thcmfelues foioS^SS 
Nunnes,went apart into an odde corner of the C!oiftcr,therc to chat of this thUd 
/gKUft rung when they would ring to the iccond MalTe. Where fitting tocher 
the one faid to theother, Why haueyou two cufh ions,and I but one f I will lay 
one of them (quoth the other) m the midft betwixt vs,for the child ufm to fit yl 

omforhehathpromi^ whm Woorti / m £ 

red together tn hu name,he mil be there in the middeft amongH them. This done they 
fate there together (taking great pleafure in fuch talke) from the HairniHe ofhhrili 

time feemed to them as if it had bin but two houres.In the meane time the Abba, 
telTc and the reft of the Nunnes were fore perplexed, wondering not a link what 
was become of thefe nouices.Now it fortuned vpo Iohn Bapftjls eue.that a heard- 
man raffing by the place where they fate,and e/pying a goodly child fitting vpon 
acufhion bctwccnethem, wentfbrthwith to the Abbate/Teiand acquainted her 
therewith : who following him to the place/aw this child,which feemed to her to 
play with the girles.Thcy rhen being found there by the AbbateiTc,wcre much a- 
baihed , and asked her if they had rung to the fecond Mafle K for they fuppofed 
thevhad not ftayd there abouetwohouresrwherefhehauirig told them^thatthey 
had bin there halfe a yeare,viz.from Chriftmaffc to Midfommer,thcy wondered 
exceedingly . And beingasked whither the child was gone Which fate betwixt 
themjthey protefted and fware they fawno child there. So I had bread & cheefe, 

and came my way home.Let vs now come tothe third,takcn out of Barelete Sami 

jr^/wfayingonatimcthefiftiefirftPfalmc, beginning OH/ferere mei Dtus 

and being come to Cor mundum ma in me VtHifreate in me y OGodj cleane heart: 

our Lord appeared to her,and tookcouthcr heart: and after three dayes wereexl 
pired (during which time flic had no heartj he gauc her a new hearty and faid 



Good daughter Katherin<Lj I haue giuen rhee a rtew hcart,that thou mighteft be 



my fight. In figne whereof(although theplace was clofed vp and healed 
againe) there remained a litle fcarre cuer aft&.To which fhe hauing refpedr in her 

prayers,was wont to foy^Lord 1 commend thine heart and not mine vnto thee.Whkh 

talc of a tub he tooke as it feemcs out of the legend of this Saint, though like a fil- 
ching fellow he cunningly conceale it. 

1 2 And now I hope ( gentle Reader) I haue fulfilled my promifc which I 
made in the title of this chapter; for which caufe I doubt not but I haue deferued 
wel of our holy mother the church-But to come to their works of fupererogario: 
I wil beftow (bmc paines to fliew, how thele Preachers apply ed their tales, ftories 
or fables,in their fcrmos.Firft,they begin with a place of Scripture, which they cal 
a Mmiw (whence commeth this nne phrafe,/**** thema pr M at urn) which if it be 
futable tothe matter they intend to fpeake of, it is fo much the better: if not ,tbere 
is no remedy,they muft take it as it is,and patience. Now here note,that though 
they were to preach of any Saint,y et would they take fome text which fpeakes ei- 
ther of Chrift,or of fome other. Forexample, one ofthefermons in that worthy 

workc called Dormificurc,deSan£to Andrea fermone r.beginneth thusychrtflo con* 
fxtu fitrn crucijGalat* 2 ♦ Nofate cbaripimi(dicit enim beatm i^fuguftinua fiper vcrbo 

prddic~io)qubd chriJlusdrcCerte hoc fecit fan flu* Andreas jum mtgno defiderio qui- 

tuit per biduum in cruce$ in eo obdorm'mit in Domino J deo conucnienttr aicitjChriflt 
confixw fum.hnd in the fcrmo de S \AuguJlino t 7 'u ftgnaculu ftmilitudinUDeiyUnm 

fip/enti^Ezech.iS .And a little after.- jgiwrf merit* dicitur de eo(fantlo <^4uguflmo) 

Aa 2 in 
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i ,fti M ato/5«/to.*^f^f^ wto tmwtanturjnqutbmfA»am Au- 
ouLm commends primum efi>&c And in the 1 3. fcrmon Dtfmcla^gnete. 
%am pulchra es & decora charifsima in dditijs. Cant .7 Rotate chanjstmndutt emm 
t*a*Gm»m> quodmos eft amantium mutua collaudattont Uurt. Htncefemm 
mod Dei imsMuh&c .aduertens pulchritt*d,nem fanct* Agnctis,qudmh a buittncor» 

me & Jim, bene commendat earn dicens, giiam pulchra es,&c. In qmbm qutdem 
verbis fancia ^fgnes tripliciter commendatur a Chrifiofuo diletto.Prtmo&c. I rue it 

is (I muft needs confefTe) he hath had more care and confcience in other places j 
notbecaufe he made any bones to abufcthc Scripturcs,but for that he mgemoufly 
confcfleth,that he applycth fuch or fuch places to fome other then to him of who. 

they arc written. For/erm. 6. De fancia Lucia, vpon thefc words : Lux m tenebm 
lucet/j tencbrjteam non comprehenderunt John. 1. he faith, Itytate charifstmt, quanta 
uu iftudverbum fit did urn de Chrtftojamcn conuenienterpteft diet defantla LuciaJn 
quibtii qui di m verbis tria notantur,in quibus fancia Lucia nobis tripltctter commend** 

tur primum efinobditasnominit, &c. But his impwdency is much more intolera- 
ble when he doth not onely apply the text to another perfon, but wrefteth and 
wringcth,choppeth and changeth thatwhich maketh not for his purpofe,or rathe* 
again!* hi m. For preaching of the conception of the bleffed virgine,and going 9^ 
bout to prouc that flic was not ftaincd with originall fmnc,hc taktth a text which 
fpcaketh of the conception indeed, but that which is fpoken of fin which accom- 
panied! that conccption,he lcaueth quite out.Marke how Dautd ffal. 5 1 .faith, Et 
tn peccato con\pit me mater mea,And inftnnebath my mother conceiued /w.Now this 

gentle Sir Iohn,to the end he may apply this text to the virgin UHary, cutteth off 
thefc words & in peccato, and alleadgfcth onely thefe cone eptt me mater mea/nymo- 
tint 'concerned me .but what proper proofes he brings for confirmation hcreof,(hal- 
be declared in the chapter next entitling, where we will intrcat of their questions; 
and therefore I will here onely allcadge this one example, Vnde benedicitur Mud. 

lJoh.cap^.Tresfunt qui tejlimonjum d.tnt,fc ilicct vitgini CMarid, quod ft ftntorigh 
nalipeccatoconcepta.pt DanielistertioMitresquafi exvnoore laudabant Dcujcilitet 

quodmatrem ftr ytftruamt ab or'tgindi peccato. After they hauc read the tcxt,one 
handlcth it one way, another,nnothcr. Some alleadgc a moral! or philofophicall 
fcntcnce,as the author of the fcrmon&^/w/ fccure,\v\\o after he hath read his text, 
is by and by ouct head and cares in At iftotle. For example, ftraight after the fore* 

Cud text pfalm jr.Concepit me mater mea you mall find thefc words, Notatecbjtrifc 
fimi t dicit A v ijlot.in hbfeeundo dc gencratione & corruption y qtibU melius eft effe qua 
none(]e\> guumigitur Detuvoluit Mariam,&c. And in the fcrmon de pnttoAn* 

guftwOtTuftgnactdumfimilitudinis Deirflenus faptcntUferfecfus, decor e. Ezech •>%$'• 
Not ate cJjartfsim't^dicit emm Ariftot. 6. Topic.qubd imago c ft, cuius generatio eflpir im* 
mutionhn\hinc eft enirn quod fintlHi\^4uguJlinus,&c.hv\<$ in. the fcrmon defantfo 

LaurentiojviEloriam £r honor em acquirit,qui dat munera y Prouerb.2 2 . Not ate charif 

ftmi,dicit Arift.4.. Ethicorum,quod laus & gratiarum aBto debetur dantt a recipiente, 
Hine eft enirn quod fanflus Laurent ius^rc.'HoVi this quotat io of Ar'tftotles Ethjeks 

puts mcin mind ofadeepdiuine,whofaid>thatifthe fcripture were loft, we might 
find a great part of it in Arifiotles Morals. And we know that in old time, Ariftotlc 
and his expofitors , wereoftener alleadged in I heologicalldifputarions,thcn the 
Scripture <.t the ancict fathers. But to return to the method which thefe preachers 
obferued in their fermons-lomc of them after they had read the text,or theamefas 
they fpeakcjdiuidcd the matter(which they were to entreat ofjinto certain heads. 
The old maner was^to make one part Allegoricall, another A nagogi call jmd a third 

7 mo- 
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Topological: whereas they (hould hauc made one part Mot ological dnothct Mytho- 

iogical^ad athird PjeudologicalSomt beganne with canuafingo* certainequ(fti 
ons: others vfed fomc other entrance. But to come to that which I promiled tc 
jfpeakc of,namely how they apply ed thefe tales : their manner was (to the end they 
might apply their dodh inc to theprefcntoccafion)to vfc certaine diuifions 5 and to 
bring in cucry branch of their diuifion alitheiooli/li fables they could poffibly 
deuiie.For example,Z?4>*£w handling this tt xx,guum h,ec diceret, extol/ens vocem 
quddatn mulfgr dtcit Jbeatm venter quite portauit .vfliottly after his entrance, hath 
thefc words: Applied Euangeltumjte impedimenta confefiionis erit fermo nofterjn quo 
quint), impedimenta funt vtdenda in pruefenti. Primum dtcit ur pudor propalandtfccun- 
dum djaturtimorrecidiuandi.'tertium^c. All which points hehandleth in order, 

allcadging fcntcnces,as well out ofprophanc as Ecclefiafticall writersjand all fuch 
examples as he could remember, whether true or fatfe, fitting the matter or not. 
As in handling the (econd part,r»4 maxima eft in Theologia ( faith he) quod Dens 
noun omnia, peceata nofira/Hon debet peccator &c. And a litle after 5 <? Peccat9r y pecca- 
ta tua funt nota.Exemplo patet de Abbate Paphnutio, qui ad Thaidem merttricem per- 
rexitin Alexandriam^fingens feeffe mercatorem & ipfaminuitat adturpem a&um. 
guumjg adfecundam & tertiam CAwerampcrucniffent^ tandem ipfitm conducit ad lo- 
cum fecretiorem. P o(jumus{inqutt Paphnutim)vider/-reJpondit t mfinos Dcusvideat^ 
alias non videt.Credis(inquit)a Deo yidcriHrnthfufilia, quant umdebewtaer ubefce- 
re coram Deoji erubefcimus coram hominibus? Compuntla & lacrymis plena, accept is 
rebus fuis y qua erantpretio quadringentarum librarum l% in medio Ciuitatis omnia con- 
fumpjitytnuitans Iuuenes ad aflum ilkm. SanElm .Dtf ipfam conelufitin quodam loco, 



figillans plumb 0 per annos trts in pctnitentia . Ad ptqpofttum ■. Tfyn crubefists confi, 




3 Now whereas I faid, that they vfed thclcftimonies of prophane writers * 
it is to be obferued^hat they quoted them not onely to proue morall or philofo* 
fhical, but fometimes alfo Theological! conclufions.Barelete for example (vpon rhc/c 
words of the virgin iMary, Beat am me dicentdmpes generations) faitlyhat the Pa- 
gans, the Sybils > Ouid and Virgil did write inhereommendation,(foI.7i.col.4.; 
albeit he alleadgc but this one verfc out of Virgil^ 



Vltima Cum xi ven/t tarn carmtnts at as* 

He faith moreouer that the Saracens and Turks do worfhip her in their churches, 
and punifli thofc that fpeakc againft hcr,as we may readc in the Alcoran. The au» 
tljorlikewifeofthefermonsintituk^^ 

to wrcft this place,i . Job. s . There are three which hem Mfnejje in heauen : expoun- 
ds thefe words,*'/; beare ivitnefetf thevirgin tMary forfooth , that me was 
conceiued without finnc.-amrming that by thofe three we are to vnderftand A- 
levandtr 2V««w,CardinalI Bonauenture^ud 5. Bernard^ whom we arc to fpeakc 
more hereafter :Nor content to abufe this icxi,Vaniel yThefe three as tt were with 
me mouth pr ai fed God:m faying that they pr a, fcdGodfrctok heprcferued his mo- 
ther the virgin Mary from originall finne. Not content (I fay; with thefc falfc. al- 
legations and deprauations of Scripture, nor refting in thc'teftimonies of the Do- 
lors of the Church, alleadecthtlKSaracens,and^W 

m monh^co^ecmirum(^hh^ 

tumSaraceni tlludprtconiumfibiattribuant: nam in quodam Mro (uo qut duttur AU 

man jut liber fuiudttistpe^ 

auit UUahomctt difcipulus^udiui nuntium Dei dicen tern , Nullus dcfilqsyidam 
tafi tur quern non Lgat Saunter Mariam & fliumeius. ^propter & tpfe *+ 
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home (us collaudans virginem in fuo Alcorano ftc dicit,0 Maria, DeUs vtique deputauh 
U,cr elegit te fupcr f aminos f^culorum. O Maria,D eus annunciauit ttbi verbumfuum 
de fe,»omen eius Mefsias, ejr lefts Mart a filius honor abitur in hoc faculo & in alto, &c. 

Now here note that before he came to the tcftimony taken out of the Alcoran, 
he had alleadged all fuch texts of Scripture and tcftimonies of the Doctors as he 

thought would feruc his turne, and had added thereto (the better to fortifie and 
ftrengthen his opinion) SanUafynodus dicit, qttod dttfa fanltorum dottorum,fcilscct 
*^4ugni~t/ni,Hieronymi,& aliorum % a cunclis Jidelibus fint retinenda^ficut quaiuor E~ 

uangel/ftd.bat what after all this?He then proceeds to fables and fi&ions,and lying 
Legends: of the application whereof I now cntrcate . Tertio (faith he) dico quod 

virgo UMaria eH pjte peccato original/ concept a^uia eft exempli* confrmatum :jpccia~ 
liter autem tr'tbuf exempli* , qua facia funt in tr/bus magnis dettortbus fantto matrU 
Ecckfi*>fcilicetin magtftro Alexandro ?{iccam,in domino Bonauentura Cardinal/ $ 

in fantto iiernardo. And what (trow we) containe thefe tales:' Marry Sir how the 
virgin Mary was offended with fuch as held opinion that flie was conceiued in fin* 
and namely with maifter Alexander Niccam,who hauing giuen it out three fun- 
dry times,that he would proue that flie was conceiued in nnne, was cuer preucn- 
ted with ficknes, fb that he could not perfbrme his promifc : and how afterwards 
renewing his purpofc,the night before he was to proue his affcrtion,he fell into a 
grieuous difcafc. Where whe* he called vpon the blcflfed virgin,fliccamc prefently 
vntohim^and faid,W am infirmitatem Pateris,pro eo quod me effe conceptam in peccato 
original/ pro bare niteru.That is,This ttckneffe U inflicted vpon thee, becaufe thou wen* 
tejt about to proue >that I w>u concerned in fin And hauing fo faid,fhe tookc her maids 
knife,and therewith cutout apeece of rotten flefh out of his fidc,& with a needle 
and a filke threcd (ferico filo) fewed it vp againc. Whereupon he did not onely re* 
nounce that damnable opinion, but wrote a great booke for confirmation of the 
contrary. And as for the other two fables which I mould here infert,I will deferre 
them to the end of the next Chapter.No w for a ft nail conclufion,he bringeth this 
goodly alIcgation,of which I haue already fpoken, Tres funt qui teftimomum dant 
(fctlicet virgini MarU)&c. See here (gentle Reader; how Rhetorically he cafteth 
and contriueth his matter, in keeping thefe tales for his laft and furcft proofe. For 
marke how he marflialleth his arguments to proue quod eft concepta fine originali 

peceatoiprtmb quia fuit a Deo prxferuata, Secundo,quia hoc eft per facram Scripturam 
prafiguratum } ac fer difia facrorum dottorum approbatum.Tertfo,quia eftexemplu pro* 

nunciatum ac confrmatum. But how they made thefe tales to fcruc their turnes in 
the maine matter concerning either the wealth or the honour of our holy mother 
the Church,or both, I am to fhew hereafter. 

14 As for the tales which they arc wont to tell vs in their Sermons,in honor 
of their Saintsj their applications were fuch, that for cuery vertue which they afc 
cribed vnto them (and they would be fure to lcauc out none by their good wils) 
they would (for an vnanfwcrable argument)addeonc fable or other of fomething 

done or fpoken by them . 
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Ofjundry forts of q ueftions and fin* io leffe impious then friuolous 

wherew/th the for ef aid Preachers mtt aU jr '" M " , > 

roayes ready furmfltd. 

O rcoucr>ey fpen t one part of their Sermons in canuafing of err • 

me a ueftions which were as fond and fhuolous,as fooffand 
tafticall as thofe aboue mentioned. Some of than (I fey wc c mi 
ous .others,not onely curious,but alfo vaine and friuolous ye Zr 

(asitiswellknowne)hathbenecenfuredin allages. For we fee how SihSf 
fended S.Paul 3 md many ancient Doctors afrerhim : amone the reft TZltot 

(as I remember;telleth vs of one that fhaped a fond fellowKn^ 

amous qucftion well deferucd.For hauh/g dcm^^^S^fe 
created the world: he anfwered him, that hemadeheli for fuch curious conmani 
ons. And Conft amine the Ernperour fheweth in a certaine EpiftJe wha 55 

^l^? 1 ^^^ With thCm ' V Vhkh ^vvithftonding could 
^ Peter Lombard, T homos Aquin* , and other Schoole-mcn frombroacW 
thoufands of fuch ^profitable and friuolous quirkes and quiddities 5 nay S 
pernicious and blafphemous.Neither hath it kept our moderne Doctors from dl 
puting ofthem m 1 thefchooIe Sj nordayly coyningof new. And what ( I befcech 
you)do dieTc 1 queftions concerne^They conccrne God, the diuinitieand huma- 

ntcte of Chrift,and the Angels. Asftrum Dempoffetpeccaref/vclletJrc Whether 
God could finne if he would f Whether he cm make thofe things which he could in timei 
pa ft? Whether he can know any thing which he hoiveih not? Whether he could haue ta- 
ken vpon him humane nature in the weaker fexe ? But thefe arc rcferued for the moft 
illuminate Do&ors (I hyilluminatisDocloribus)nrumpluresin Chr/fto fliationes? 
Itemftrum DempoU/eritfuppofttaremulierem.veldiabolum.velafmum^ cucur- 
b/tam.velfilicemfmf/fuppofitafjetcuiurbitam, quemadmodumftmit concionatura 
edttura m/racula, & quonam modo fuiffet fxa cruci ? Item, what jlwuld Saint Peter 
bfiuc confer at ed , if he had then confecrated when thebodyofChriH hunt vpon the 
croffeUte '.whether itjhal be law full to eate and dr/nke after the refur reel ion? And con- 
cerning the Angels : whether they agree wel together, or not? Whether God doth vfe the 
miniftery andferuice of all, or not? Whether they begrieued at the condemnation of thofe 
wh/ch are committed to their cuftody } or not? I omit the q ueftions which are moucd 

about the names of Angels and Archangels , their preheminences and feates, „ 
wit,how high one is aduanced aboueanothcr^and other fpcculations concerning 
their Hierarchy .They haue alfofundry queftions de notionibtts % rclation/b/ti,infl A n. 

tibm,formaUtatibu4,quidditatibu4, ecceitatibus, and other fuch like bald and barba- 
rous words, which feem to hauebin inuented of purpofe to coniurediucls: which 
notwithstanding were ordinarily tofled vp and downein themouthes ofTchocJc- 
doclorsVas well Nominals as Real/, as Thomifts, Albertifls>Occmi(ls, Scotifts , and 
the rcft.They hauealfbin former times vainly bulled thcmfelucs,and do fhl beate 
their braines euen at this day about fond and fantafticall queftions, which they 

moue touching the articles of our faith and Chriftian beleefe : and namely tou- 
ching the holy Sacrament of the Altar (as they call it) aswe mayfec in a booke 
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ll LAr*ut<UMi(r* And yet their skill wasncucr fucl^in-multiplying queftion 

called CauteU MM*, #nu y t Gbcr of Qthcrs nQm 

vpon queftion a£ou« ^j^Sf ™' n 8 fidcring ,hcir fac. ificc is liable 

uct hcatdof before. And " r 2 n ° to alto they haulmoucd many doubt* 
to fo many andgrcat '7 nw, «Sf2 I( l hoft, notwithftanding 

of thcinconuenienccs^ ^^^SSSSS^l^ Forthey fpeak! 

fomc fuch hauc befallen u they «?"^ n ! ( . is rccordcd for. 72 . of the 

SSSSS SS3S^ffi£5« how he faying Maife vpon a 
his thigh wnere ncicn i ^ , oF r unc J rv other queft ons ncuer heard of be- 



« ifr fete bene poyfoned? whether it were of fuch a pacing nature^ 



<&i* it could penetrate eutnto Pur gator) 




TbXtkmrefJaMJm? It may furtherbe demanded, r,b lt h t r^ldh 
llZJrZiihihulwh, or ml? And they that arcxvell feene in Inch (ubt.lt.es 

mafy« mote two or threedozen of queftios mote: which made me fay,«ha« we 

3 o maruaile, if hitherto they could neuer find bow to make an end of rhefe 



queftions, which this ftrange, myfticall 



3 



myfterificall mannetof ficrifice 



8C f C Notwithftanding their cafe were notfo greatly to be ^^*7^Jg 

bufie their heads and bre*akc their braines about the former ^^J^£- 
farrc from rcftins thcre.that they will needs enter in Sanfrum S™*rm/xx^ 
S c ofct a b nd fccr'et counfcil. Andthis their «^ B ^^Sj£ 
hrough their foole-hardy inuention,to patch to the hiftoncall book of the ftbfe 
anumberofcircumftantiall fooleries, aswemayfee by that which h«hbene^ 
ready fpoken of their paraph raft icall cxpofitions.Nay sthey hauc pmeed^flcp 
furthcr,infubicaingthe hiftorics of the Bible fas they hauc done the fables m 
their Legends) to fuch feruitude and flaueiy, that they come at their whittle, and 

* K -m what was the name of T obies dogge. ... a- 

For exemplification of which particulars^ begin with curious quefti 



wherein there is lclTc danger : lctvshearc the plcafant conceited rcafon alleadged 

by Menot( fol.47.coL4.) why Chrift would not fuffer Saint Peter to vie his lword. 
Becaufe (faith he ) he was not cunning at his weapon,as bailing neuer learned at 
the fence fchoolc 5 as wcl appeared when he cut off <JlUlchus his care, whereas nc 
fliould hauc cut off his head .For is it a fecmcly fight(thinke yec)to fee one carry a 
booke at his belt, whereon he cannot reader Euen fo (faith he) it is as vnieemeiy a 
thing to fee a man wearc a fword by h is fidc,who kno wes not how to vfc lt.But to. 
omit this bold & blind afTertio, let vs hereobferue touching the caufe which mo- 
ued our Sauiour to giue this commandement to Peter (notwithftanding the true 

reafon be moft cu ident) two other poi n t^ 
though no logicic n on the earth be able to conclude theout of the text vpo which 
alone we arc to ground our faith .Firft,t hat Saint Peter meant to haue cut oft M- 
cbm his head when he cut of his eare,bu t that his blow fomewhat m ifled.Second- 
ly,that the blade wherewiih he cut offhis care was a Rapier. I omit another par- 
ticular no lefic pieafantthentheformer,viz. that Peter was then Pope : forhede* 



nandeth 
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mandeth, Sed cur Dominm noluit quod Petrm glad/o vteretur ; vifi quod Papa erati 
And in very deed,this queftio hath exceedingly troubled many of their profoun- 

deft Doctors and Preachcrs.For euen Pafquin himfelfe objected this femenceof 
our Sauior againft the Pope : albeit he knew well enough how to fliape him an an- 
fwer 3 as we may fee in thefc two Epigrams, 

* , . Thequeftion. 
$u»mtibi non at at halite fit Caraphc hello t 

fy.caRris habeas cognitaclaufra tmgis: 
J2**maefit mites J>et!i% pecwia ncruvs, 

Jgufs te pracipitem cogit ad arma furor? 
Infirmis burner is damn at a quid w dun at •ma? 

gttfitibt qitum libeaf poncreyon lite at 
Cur refpirantem & curantem vulneu mundum 

Concutfs,eJr Mattemfilus ad arma ties? 

Da miferis requiem^ f pat mm concede malorum % 
St nobis pater esji tua cur a funrns : 

Conde fenexgladium,ejr Chrtjlireminifcerevcrbii 
good dixit P etro jlixit & ilk tibi, 

Theanlwer. 

<j)uod dixit ^Petro Chriftus ,nolim,effe putetis ... 

D/flu^PontificumpaccPctT'fymibi. 
2{am nefy fum Petri fuccejfarjiec quoque taltm 

i^gnofcitbonaparsCMhicdhxiitnhodie* . 
pmli ego ( fuccejfu. cwptit meliore deinceps .... V 
Dijfaueant)fitmpfinomendrarmsfimul: . 

EtCAm{iiverbimemorintrepidus^mimfiery 
Non veni pacemmitterejedglaaium. 

4 And now to returne to UMalcbui whofe eare Saint Peter cut of£ thinking 
to haue cut of his head,but that he tookc his aime amiiTesthc lame pre v«cr fcith, 
it was not without caufe that Malchus was the high Priefts leruant , feeing that 
Malchm fignifieth a kingjand hereupon he maketh this Catholick collection} that 
as iMalcbm^% feruantto the high Pricft , fo the regallMaieftie of Kings and 
Emperours is fubie<5fc to the power of Priefts. And here the naming .oEsiP.etervuts 
mein mind of another queftion moued by the fame Preacher 5 viz. WhyChriH 
committed the keyes of the church rather to S. Peter then to S. lihnpho *m every, inch 
as %ooda man as be? Markc his anfwer. S John (&ith he) was Chrifts kinfman, and 
colingerman- and rhcrfore he committed the not vnto him, but to Saint Peter, to 
giue a president in his owne example , how in beftowing Ecclefiafticall dignities 
wc fliould not refpeft affinity or confanguinltiejbut holyneffc of life and coriuer- 
(ation.To which alio tJliofet had an eye,when in ftead of refigning his foucraienc 



authority to his fonnes, (though wile and fufficient men ) he resigned it to Iojhua 
who was no way allied vnto him, as being ofanother tribe* 

5 Moreouer, they haue their budgets full ofother curious queftions concern 

nine Chrift and the virgin Mary, which they haue borrowed of their conteplatiuc 
Do<£rors(as they call them)as aUandulphusfonaucnturc, &c. as namely ^whether 
& rifi euer laughed", oliuer Maillard 'relying vpon the authority of Landulphus^ 
|v,ereth that he weptoften, but that he laughed not once in all his life : where he 
alfopatchcth together fundry curious queftions, touching the garment which 
Chrift wore • as that it was of aflie colour , that it was round both aboue and be- 
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Iovv:that it had round fleeucs , and phylacteries and borders beneath , afterthe 

lewijh fafoion. And that the virgin Mary wrought it all of needle worke. And that 

as Chrift grew in ftature,fb his garment grew proportionally j and that it did not 
weare nor waxe old.Item, that the yeare before his paffion he was accuftomed to 
weare another {lender garment vnder it. Menot againe (on the other fide) holds 
it for a moft ccrtcn truth,that his flefli was exceeding tender, y ea fo tender that it 
rieucd him more to hit his heelc againft alitle ftonc, then if another had bene 
mitten in the apple of the eye: but take this reafon with you ; guod corpus ciusfuit 
format um expuripmis fangutnibus Bcatifim* virginis Maria. Further , feeing it 
was neccflary the Church mould know what was the greateft dolour and anguifh 

that Chriftluffcrcd: they haue found that it was that bloody agony and painfull 
pang,which feazed vpon him when he went into the garden at the twelft hourc, 
and there fwcat water and blood in fuch abundance,that it made a pretty brooke. 
But how came this fecret to be knownc,may we thinker verily not by the contem- 
plation of thefe Do#ors(as the reft)but by reuelation,mewed to a deuout woma 
who hath cafed them of much labour in this behalfe. Yet this is not all : for they 
will needs take vpon them to know how the rods were made wherewith Chrift 
was whipped in Pilats Pallace, (called the Pr*torium ) and how many ftripes he 
had. -as auo how many thornes were in hiscrowne.Andfomc of them haue bene 
rapt into Co high conteplation,that they haue found out new ftuffe in al this geare: 
as fMjthat an inftrumcnt was tyed to euery twig, which cut like a razor.Though 
in the number of ftripes all mens conteplations do not fully agree. For according 
to the fpeculation of fomc deep Diuines 3 hc had iuft flue thoufand : wheras others 
(ay he had fixe thoufand, viz .fiue thou (and on his body, and a thou fa nd on his 
head.Touchinghis cxowne,Bonauenture faith,that there werea thoufand thornes 
in it.But what kind of thornes were they < Digit Lirafoixh oliuer CWaillardjfol 
10$ .coll . <£uod cram deiunco marine. Etquaftuit ab tilts qui fuerant cum Beato Lu- 
douico rege in terra fantla^quod quidam dixit quod ill* fpin* pmetrabant fotulares cu 
duplies femeUa^quantumcunqtie effent noui , & for titer reparati. Corona erat ficut cor* 
na lmperalorisjn qua erant milk cufp/des : ejr ponebant fuptr caput ciw,prcmcntcs cum 
magnis baculis & lapidibus 

- 6 But Saint John hath made them worke enough in concealing what our Sa- 
uiour writ with his finger vpon the ground, when the woman taken in adulteric 
was brought before him. And among fundty opinions touching this matter,AfY 
not citcth certaine^/.i38.^/4.whcre heafhrmeth that the man which was taken 
in adultery with her,hid himfclfe behind thethrong. And all on a thrumme in the 
formcrcolume,youfliallfmdananfwcrtoa queftion touching the good thicfej 
namely whether G od can pardon any mans fins before he hath done pcnancc,and 
made fatisfa&ion, 

7 And it neuer troubled them to tell what our Sauiour faid to his Difciples, 
concerning the fig trec,which withered vp by the rootesjbut imagined prefentlr 
in their idle braincs, that he told them that the fig-tree fignified the Sinagogue of 
the Icwes which mould (hortly be dcftroycd,becaufe God had curfed it. And he 
that will notcredit this report,tnay reade Menot fol. 1 66. col.^.where he giucth a 
reafon why our Sauiour was then hungry,viz.becaufe he had had but a fhort fup- 
pcr.But why had he no better furppcr ( IBecaufe (faith he) he came late to his lod. 
ging.For they that come late to their Inne,get commonly but a (lender pittance: 
flaifir Confcffclh ** k was no COI Po«ll but fpirituaJl hungers fomc Do- 
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8 OuCTandbefidesallthis,theyhauemadefuchdi!igentinquifition^ 

they haue found out almoft all the names of the men and women recorded 

Goipels, (that I may parallele that which I affirmed euen now concerning the 
namcotr^/dog)in fuch fort that there is not fo much astheleafthalfcpeny 
farthing Ganymede among them, but can aofwer readily to fuch qucftions . For 
example, they pu t it out of queftion,that the woman called a finner, which came 
to annoint Chrifts feet ashefatcat table in the Pharifics houfc, was called CMary 
UtfagdaUn- y and that flic which foid,Bleffed u the wombe that bare tkefrc. was cal- 
led Marcellajhey hold as cer ten and fure, as if the Euangelift had faid it . Barelett 

foLjt. col), guum h*c dicer etjxtollcnsvocem qua dam mulier (fciliatfancla Mar 
celLfkmul* beat* Marth* for oris Laz>ari)dixit£catus venter qui te portauit .Though 

Oliuer Maillard fay onely,that it was one oiMarthaes gentlcwoiuen/ol.i^.col.^ 
But when they were put to it indeed to find out fome of thofe names, they vfed a 
new kind of Mctamorphofis • for when they could not tell the name of the foul- 
dier that thruft our Sauiour into the fide withalaunce, they call him inplaine 

termes Lance : ao^A in Greeke being as much as Lance in Englifli : which name 

hath bin corrupted fincc, and pronounced Longi. But after he had crept into that 
credit to be rcgiftred among the Saints ( by doing fo meritorious a worke as the 
piercing of our Sauiours fide)his name was augmented by a fyllable,and he called 
(after the l^atin termination) Longinus. 

P But their curiofitte ranne ouer the brimme,when they came to handle fuch 
queflions as thefe: whether Chrift had not bin crucified,if Judas had not betrayed 
him i whether the virgin Mary would haue crucified him, if none other would 
The former of which you dial find in the Sermons of Barelet,fil.i$s.col.+.The lat- 
ter,notonely in hisSermons,/*/.///. but alfoin Menot sfoLi 6 p. col. 3. And (more 
the pitic) they are neuer troubled with fuch queftions as thefe,but can refblue the 
as eafily as a fquiril can crack a nut: whereas they ftickc and ftand(I meane they are 

notrefoluedjbut wauer like the weather-cockc) in handling of other queftions, 
which the very heathen made confcicnce once to call into queftion. CMenot (for 

example) faith, Sed quicqusdft de corpore,anima qu* peccaueritjpfi morietur. Sic rt~ 
linquo qu*ponem arduam detmmortalitateanim*. But thefe twoqueftions arc no- 
thing in comparifon of thofe which I cited before out of Barelete in the Chapter 
of blafphcmieSjviz.what reafbning there was in heauen when it was debated and 
afterwards concluded that Chrift fhould be incarnate in the wombe of the Vir- 
Qt)fol.i29.coL4.!tem y vrhat a ftirrc there was among the difciplcs,when they con- 
tended which of them fiiould bring the virgin tjMary word,t hat he was tifen from 
the dcad/o/. 164x01.4, //«»,what the Apoftles laid to the virgin CMary -,being of- 
fended that her fonne kept not touch with them in fending the holy Ghoft. And 
what ftf ife there was in heauen (6 moft execrable blafphemy) betwixt the Father 
and the holyGhoft , both of them refuting to come downe vpon earth, for fearc 
of being handled as Chrift msfol.ijS.col.r. But what termc I thefe queftions* 
feeing he is as peremptory & rcfblute in auouching them,asif he had found them 

recorded in the Scripture. . . , r 

10 I proceed now to another queft ion,not altogether fo impious as the for- 

mer(efpecial!y as the three laft) which I haue purpofely keptfor the winding vp 
of this Chapter, rcfci uine for it all the roomc that remained,ashcing a queftion 
which feemcs to chalenge thus much at my hanc&rhat I fhouW mqkea morelarge 
and ample difcourfe thereof ;For there was neuer yetcontrouerfie In Chrifton " 




fo ftoutly, fo vehemently, nor fo virulently canuafed and-ventilated 



tum- 
bled 
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bled and toflcd W ofed and defended. The Dote of the : Romanc religion nc- 

uXndedfooneigainftanorher:neucrwas there fueh hold and draw fuchfi- 
dtae and pans taking Juch hcauing and fliouing about any queftion as about this : 
whlher L virgin Mary was concciued in originall (innc,or not < But the matt* 
fticldineCwhichcoft (6 many broken heads) was betwixt the l acoptns {ot lacobtm) 
and the %m*m\ the Uftos maintaining the amnriatiue,the Franc/cms the 
neeatiue, Andhere 1 remember a ftory to this purpofe recorded in the French 
Chroniclcsrabout the yeare 1 38 4 .therc were certainc Doctors and others of the 

order of the preaching Friers, which taught publickly that (he was concerned in 
fwne . of which number there was one, who faid,.that if he did not proue it by 
precnant proofes.he would giue them leaue to call him Hutu Whereupon when 
any of the forefaid preaching Uctbin Friers were ficne in the ftrcets in Parts ^ the 
common peoplc.would runaftcr thcm.crying in derifion aux Hurts*** Huets: 
that they were afhamcd cucr after to fhew their heads. And about this erroneous 
opinion a great Councel of Cleargy men and others of notc,was holdcn at Parity 
where it was condemned in a full congregation by the Vniucrhtie,and that in fo- 
lemne proccmon.This is diat which our Chroniclcs(fuch as they are)rcport here- 

of.Now let vs fee how both fides beftirred themfclues,and fwcat about this que- 
ftion. Alacobinof Francfortcz\kdr%and,miuboo\ic about tbrccfeoreyeares 
ago, wherein he defended that the virgin Mary was concerned and borne in finne: 
confuting all that held the cbntrar y,as well ancient Doctors asmodernc Diuines: 
cenfuring(among the rcft)one lohn Spengler a Francifcayjvho being touched to the 
quickby the faid figandfo belaboutcd the matter,that he procured a difputatiotl 
to be holden at Hetdelbtrgh : but Prince Philip Count Palatin of Rhein hindered 
'it/Thereupon the Jacobin cited the Francifcan to appeal e at Romjuhete this que- 
ftion hauing; hung a long time vpon the hinges , was then hung vp at a crooke. 
Certain ycarcs after it fo fortuned that the lacobtns held a general Synod at rimpfi 
y?»,whcrin it was debated how they might hold counterpoife againft thciraduer- 
faries the Fr<mci(can$£c. maittfainc their optoion(notwithftanding it wasreiefted 
almoftof all,,and that many Doctors had writte againft it,and made the world be- 
leeue the contrary by meanes of countcrfct miracles) fceing.thcre was no remedy 
but they were of neceflitic to deuile onemeanes or other, which they might riaue 
in readings to help them at a dead lift, to counterfetfome miracle aa the Framifias 
had done. And it being concluded in this conuentuall Synod , mat they were to 
proceed by Me miracles , it was agreed vpon that this pageant fliould be played 
by f ourc lacobtns ot Berne jwhofe names I will afterwards let downe. To the end 
therefore they might come to the period of their purpofe v hauing firft eommuni- 
• cated with the diuell(to whom one of them which was a N eci omancer directed 
: the reft) and obtained a promife ofayd and furtherance , they lay eucr after in the 
wind to (pic what occauon they might to aduantagc their caufc. 1 1 happened not 
long after thata good fellow one lohn letzer a tailor,hornc at Zurzsckc was admit- 
ted and matriculated as-one of their order: who not long after he had taken the ha- 
bit,wasvifited in the night by one of thefe ghoftly fathers , who wrapped in a 
flitet,wcnt to hhccll^andbegan to countcrfct a fpirit, making a great ratling noife 
by cafting of ftoncs > &c. Wherupon the poorc nonice complaining to the 4. prin- 
cipal of t he ordcr(thc fclf fame men who plotted this knauery ,onc of which coun- 
.. ccrfetted the fpirit;) he wascomforted and encouraged by them, and exhorted to 
patience. And oncoight the fpitit fpnkc to this poorenouicc, charging him todo 

penance for him : which when he had made the forefaid Friers acquainted with, 

they 
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Uuering of the faid fpirit. Whereupon one of them began to preach of the fp 
and to tel the people why he did this penance: which wTnot done without 



ling of their order(which he had made choife ofcthat he ni^eSSA 
meriw; and cenfunng that of the Fnmftm. N ow the fpirit on a time did highly 

extoUtheorderoftheW/ W toth« 

were of it,as for the good difcipline that was obferued in it: adding withalLthat he 

was not ignorant how it was hated of many by reafon of their Doclor S.jhomas^ 
who they folio w in affirming that the virgin Mary was conceiued in fin : yet that 
many of there their maiigncrs and euill willcrs were grieuoufly tormented bv the 
tuft ludgement of Godiyea & that the towne of Berne mould vtterly be deftroyed 
if they expelled not the Francifians from among them, for teaching that flic was 
concciued without finne s and that Doctor Alexander of Halt s and lohn Scot (the 
fubtill Doctor , both Francijcans) fufTered great paine in Purgatory for maintai- 
ning that opinion. In the end he fained it of his fingers,that the blened Virgin her 
fclfe did allure him of her polluted conception, refoluinghim offundry other 
points greatly controuerted among the Doctors: and that Hie printed in his right 
band the figne of her fonncs palfion,by piercing it with a fliarpe naile:and after to 
aflwage the paine of his wounds,gaue him a little lint made of the fwadling bands 
wherewith me fwadled him in /Egypt. Yet thefe foure Preachers not herewith 
content,caufedhim todrinke inchantcd water, whereby they put him deaneoue 
of the fockct,and made him as mad as a march Hare . and hauing fo done, printed 
in hisbody foure other wounds of Chrift. Where the poorefoulecomming to 
himfelfe againe by meanes of another water which they gaue him, wondered at 
his new woundsmotwithftanding they made him beleeueit was the handy work 
of God. After all this,they layd him in a litle parlour apart by himfelfc,which was 
hung about with tapiftry worke full of pi&ures,whcrcin the paflion of Chrift was 
pourtraited^y which he was to learne the countenances,gcftures and behauiors 
of Chrift : all which they did of purpofe to delude the poorc people, who had al- 
ready heard of thefe goodly miracles. Befides,thcy caufed him to play the paflion 
before thereafter they had made him fcrue out a long prentifhip.They gaue him 
moreouer a drinke, which caufed him to fome and froth at the mouth , 
himbcleeue that he encountered death moft valiantly as Chrift had do 
conclude, they played fo many prankes with this poore Frier, that in the end he 
perceiued part of their knauery ♦ Not withftanding they handled the matter fo 
cunningly,that they perfwaded him all was Gofpcll: and vfedhim not long after 
as their inftrument to counterfet a miracle . But all their knauery (which was be- 
fore greatly fufpedted) being at the laft difcouered and detected by thisfilly foule, 

(whom God had miraculoufly deltuercd out of their hands.they nauing attemp- 
ted Co many wayes to bring him to his end) a round courfe was taken with thefe 

holy fathers.For after that the Cleargy (who had laboured long to fiue their Hues, 

but all iavatne) had committed them ouer to the fecular power: they were bur- 
ned in the towne medow of Berne/ight ouer againft the Couent of the Francs f- 
60M.T.heir names were lohn better Priour, SfepbenBolt&horflPicachcr^Frdncu vU 

chi Sabpriour (who was a Necromancer and counterfeited the fpirit J and Henry 
Stmiecker Receiuer. I haue here omitted (iwdry like pageants played by thefe la* 
cobins , which the Reader may find at large in the hiftoiy written of thisTraeedy, 
See here (gentle Reader) how home-mad thefe fond Friers wercin being cinuen 

to fuch extafies of deuices to defend their opinions , and to hold counterpoife 
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againft their aducrfarics. Which (doubtleffc) todti^tamffi^^ 

had of the truth J>ut in an ambitious humour which made them burft almoft for 
anger,to fee the opinion of the Francifcam (their vtter enemies; in ftichrequcft, 
embraced and applauded of all. 

Let vs now heare how the iolly Preacher B4«k fends thefc Franctftans 
wacking,tofiethcr with their opinion, calling them mult of his order. Fir ft there- 
lore hauing affirmed that he had nine and forty Dodors or his opinion (whereof 
he quoted the greateft part) hebeginneth in this [on. Said vobu vtdetur dues met 

fuperhoc? Quart omnes religions nonpugnmt pro do tforibus futs? Ecce quotdocfores, 

/not fapientes hoc affirmant? Sed dicmt amuli noftri quod frit pr/uilegiata, qmalpec- 
cJprderuataMendantilludpriuilegium And he aHeadges a 

paiTageoutof^4^of Hales, where he fetteth downe hit opinion clcanc 
cotrary to that,for the which the forcfaid fpirit(fuborncd by the lacobwot Berne) 
eaue it out thathc was tormented in Purgatory. Si beata virgo LMarta nonfuijfet 
concept a in peccato originalt,non fuijfet obligata peccato, net poena >nec habutfiet reatum 
teccati. Sed qui non babet reatum peccati, non indiget redemption (qn/a redemptio eft 
foliim propter obligationem peccati, vel pan*, & propter reatum peccatt.) Ergo beau 
vtrgo non indiguiffet redemption: quod non est fecundum Catholtcamfidemponndu. 
Which being fo,the forcfaid fpirit fuborned by thefc Jacobins had fmall reafon to 
caufethispoorefoule tobc fo grieuoufly tormented in Purgatory, coniidering 
he here yecldeth vnto them what cucr they defii e.But I Ieaue this controuerfie to 
Bareletc,who in the beginning of his Sermon faith, Non folum antiqui dottorcsfed 
etiam posterior es tenuerunt,& in fcriptur is reliquerttnt, quod virgo beata, & omnes he- 
mines (prater Chriflum) infui conception peccatum contraxerunt : quod patet tripl/ci 
tcftimon'toinprtfentiarum. Primo Ecclefix dottorum :fectm do Canoniftammxterttb Re- 

Uqtonum, 

1 12 On the other fide,0///w (Jlfaillard in one of his Sermons bringeth in 

two dames,™, truth and falfhood , dcliuering their opinions dialogue-wife tou- 
ching this article, where fii ft falflioodbeginneth thus: Iarfirme that the virgin 
CMary was conceiucd infinne, during which time flic was the child of wrath, 
and vndcr the curfe^nd that if fhe had not bene redeemed by the dearh of Chrift, 
(he had bin condemnedrwhich I wil proue by fundry argumets.FirftjD*^ faith, 

1 w.is mm in iniquitie, and in [inn hath my mother concerned me. Now after that 

FaKhood hadallcadgcd fundry reafbns to this purpofe 3 Truth beginneth in this 
fort: MadamcJ cannot endure ro heare that the Virgine who brufedtheSer- 
pents head, and was fro all eternitie cholen of God to be rhe mother of our Lord, 
mould much as for a moment be vnder the wrath of God. In the end,after that 
Truth had (aid that it was true indeed,that (lie was in danger tohaue fallen 



finne,butthatflichadafpcciallpriuiledge. It was asked her, But what fay you* 
(Madame)to the opinions of fo many Doctors,as S.Bernard,Thomas of Aquino, 
Bon.tuentttre^Guydoj&c.To this (he anfwered (to cut off all occafion of further difc 

putation) that before the Church had determined it,itwaslawfullto hold either 
way; but now fith the Councell of Bafil is of another opinion , it is dangerous fo 
hold the contrary: and for my pait I thinke it no better then plainchcrefic. And 

the words of my text (faith Maillard) arc plaine and pregnant for it: T ota pulchra 
es arnica me a macula non ell in tei Cant.\. That is, T hou art all faire my hue, and 
there is no blemijh in thee. 

13 But the authour of the Sermons intituled Dormi fecurc bringeth in other 
manner of proofcs.For he ailcadgeth three miracles which were wrought of pur- 
pofe 
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SatnnU fp.rit to falfify the fayingofthe PUI,riift> cUttine ,«S modi 
not for his purpofc j and in ftead WUftuii'&fo, MaT 

difcourfc winch be :raade oftbe CMMonmmSVit^&ivphMm 

vnto .her: whence he W&H^e^riima^m^*^ 
by three land of mpm& Vmm^m^m fiWkneffi 

beggeth the qucftion, wiiktettkt* : ^8"««ed,wHich k rtbtt of ill c^tti 

the Doclors of the Church.Th.rdl^t m it M CGhVdbV ex«mples; M 

what examples I befeech your V«% by Jying Wonders, & cbUS miracle^ 
the very fame wherewith the Unbimv/ctc wont to vpbraid the Frdtic ifems The 
firft is of a certaine Mtgifitr nofier (ailed cyf/exi»Jtr ) who hauing eiuco it out 
that he would prooue the bleffed Virgin to haue bine concerned in mine , wis 

three times together taken with anMtmitic, fd that he could not make goodhii 

"romife. And afterward appointing a day wherin he wold determine this qucft/o, 
„ „ .~ ht beforeinto a grieudus difeafe : wh ere as lie lay f6rc b ^aincd.hccal- 




led vpon the virgin Marywho cameto himforrhwith, cVtold h im, this cro fie „„„ 
laid ypon him,becaufc he went about to proue that fhe was concerned in fin. Ancj 
hauing fo faid,flie tooke her maids knife and therwith cut a pecce of corrupt flefh 
outof hisfidcjand with a needle and filken thrced (serico fib) fewed it vpagaine, 
and fd deparred.Now fhe was no fooricr departed , but he felt himfelfc wel amcn^ 
ded , and reuealed the whole matter t6 a fcholler which lay in the chamber with 

hinuandcuer after renounced his former opinion : and not fb oneIy,but writ a 

great booke as big as a dung-hill, in defence of the contrary. The fecond fable is 
this: A deuout Minorstegomg cuery night inro the Quire, to patter ouer his pray- 
ers, heard commonly a buzzing noife vpon the virgin Maryes Altar,much like the 
buzzing of a flyc: and wondering what it mould bc,he fpakc vnto it on a timeand 
faid,I adiure thee in the name orour Lord lefus chrift that thou tell me what thou 

art. By and by a voice anfwered,/ am hsnauentnre.O famous Dodlor (quoth he) in 

what tearmes ftands the matter with you* what is the reafon you make this noifc 
who anfwered,! fhal fliortly be wel and in happy eftate,for I am one of thofc ths 
fhalbe faued.Only becaufe I held that damnable opinion that the blcflcd Vir 
was conceiucd in finne,I fufFerhercmy Purgatory, and do penance vpon her Al 
tar«butas fboneas I am purged hcreof,I fliall go ftraight to heauen.rWf(faith he) 

Bonauentura pot eft de ifta conchfione dtcere Mud P film/: Propter te mortifcamur tot a 

die. The third is of Saint Bernard* viz.that after his death he appeared ro one wirh 
a markc vpon him« and told him that he had that marke fee vpon him for maintai- 
ning her polluted conception .Thus wc fee (if we may bcleeue thefe fables ) how 
the virgin Mary was reuenged on them which held any fuch opinion of her, as 
fhe mifltked. But let vs heare what great delight flic tooke in thofe that cclebiatcd 
the fcaft of her conception. A certaine Abbot called ff elfin being on a rime ncare 
drowning,faw a manapparelledlikea Bifliop in his Pontificalibm (who if we may 
belecue Barelet , was an AngellattheIcaft)who asked him ifhedcfii cdtoreturne 

in fafcty into his country againe.The Abbot an fwcring wirh tea res,th at hedefii ed 
it with al his heart *Iiefaid: Vnderftad then (quoth he j that I was fent vnto thee by 

our bleffed Lady (mother of our Lord ) whom thou haft fb inftantly called vpon? 
and that thou.and all that are with thee fhall efcape, if thou wilt promife me to ce- 
lebrate the fcaft of her conception cucry y earc with fblemnc proa*ffion,and teach 

Bb 2 that 
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thatit ought tobc celebrated. Which the Abbot hairing rcqucfted him to ap- 
point the time when, and the maner how he would ! haue it kept, piomifed to per- 
fcrmc.And fo he and all his company cfcaped that danger. Which tale Barclet afc 
fo tellethjadding withall,that it was an Anecll which appeared to hi m : where be 
further brines another argument grounded vpon this table; That ( faith he) which 
is rcuealed by an Angell,ou ght to be holden for a certen truth : but an AngcU rc- 
uealed that the virgin Mary was conceiucd without finnc (as fippeafcthby thefto- 
rvofthe Abbot Helfine) who, &c. therefore we mu ft firmly be^euetha;uie was 
conceiucd without finne.He further alleadgeth three other arguments for confir- 
mation hereof, of fuch excellent good grace, that 1 could not in conference omit 
them His firft argument is this. That which mod men amrmc,is to be holden as a. 
certen truth. But moft amrme that the blefled Virgin was conceiucd without fin. 
Ergo we are to hold that (lie was concciued without fmne. His fecon^ argument: 
Nofeaftis celebrated but in remembrance of fomc holy thing. Thefcaftofthe 
Virgins conception iscelebrated.Erg6 her conception was holy : and confequent- 
ly (he was not ftaincd withoriginallfinne. His third argument ♦, Pardons arc not 
granted but for fomc holy end : Pope Sixtus the fourth gauc pardon to all that ce- 
lebrated the feaft of the conception of the bleffed Lady duriug her Oclaues. Ergo, 

her conception was holy . ...... . rr , 

* i j I will hereunto addc another, which will make vs leflcto wonder at the 
former; viz. how (he honored thofe that honored her. About they eare 1470. 
der Pope Stxtm the fourth, one Allen of Roche* Iacobin Fryer forged the Vir 



gin Maries Pfalter ( called the Rofarie and preached it in ftcad of the Gofpcl : and 
not herewith content,inftituted a Fratermtie therof,which was approouedby the 
Popes buls, with lai ge grants of indulgences. And lames sprenger Prouincial of 
Germany countcrcrfaucd iundry miracles for the authorizing thereof. Nay, they 
were not afliamed to publifli a book of this bleflbd brotherhood : in the beginning 

whereof it is (aid, that the virgin Mary comming on a time into Aliens cel!,madc 
a ring of her hairc,whcrcwirh (he maried him:as alfo that (lie killed him,and offe- 
red him her paps to handlc,and fucke. In fome, that flic was as familiar with him 
as a woman is with her husband. 

1 6 And now (gentle Reader) I hope I haue fufTicicntly informed thee touch- 
ing the qucftions moued by thefe illuminate Doctors, and of their manner of di- 
(putation; as alfo what hard hold there was betwixt them, each fide tugging for 
their order, and working miracles in defpight of their oppofites, for confirmation 
of their opinions. At lcaftwifc what hot bickering there was aboutthis laft quefti- 
on:and how Truth in the end gauc Falfhood the foile.Now albeit I am not igno- 
rant that there arc many cart loades of other qucftions which haue bene canuafed 
by the (choole Doctors : yet thefe I hope may fu(fice to difcouer the folly which 
raigned in thofe day es, and ftill fwayeth the Popifli clcargie euen at this day*, who 
do notonely bufie their heads and beate their braines, about the forcfaid quefti- 
om,but about others alfo of as great moment:as whether Afccntion day , or Hal- 
low-malle (otherwifc called all Saints) be the greater Holiday? Some alleadging 

that God is greater then the Saints. Others, that he can be no more without hi$ 
Saints then a king without his courtiers. 

1 7 Bur it is high time I fliould here remember my felf: for dilcourfing in this 
chapter of thofe wife mafters who can tell you the name of T^/«dog,orany man 
or womans name purpofcly concealed in the Gofpell • I forgot to fpeake of thofe 

profound prcachers,who aifirmc that the child which our Sauiour fet in the mid- 
deft 
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deft of His difciplcs (when they contended which bfthem mould be the greateft) 
was /£i*#//#,afterwards called Saint Ignatius, Saint /a&/wdifciple,as fome amrme: 
and of thofe fond Fiyers,whO taught that Cleofas (lis companion, mentioned by 
Saint was £#&himfelfc:andthat it was Nathanael who was afterward ai- 
led S . Vrfwe. As alfo how they are not contented to know that the di(ciple(who(e 
name is concealed lohni 8. was lobn him(elfe:but will further fearch how be came 

acquainted with the high Pricft : and they haiie made fuch diligent inquirieinto 
old records(as witnefleth that lying diuell Kic ephor m ) that they haue found,that 

he came to be knowne of the high Prieft,by felling htm his fathers houfe. 
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Of certaintjine fetches and da'mtie deuices vfed ly theforefiid Preachers to make 

their auditors laugh or wcepe-jo ipinne an opinion ofholineffe^andto 

keepe their kit chins hot : as alfo of their fooltjh 

and ridiculous Jj>ecches, 




Lbeit thefe iolly Preachers (formerly fpoken of) held this opinion,, 
and taught it as a moft certen truth,that Chrift neuer laughed in all 
his liferyet they followed not his example herein. What fay I,fol- 
lowcd < Nay,they tooke fuch pleafurc in ridiculous and Scoggin- 

like fpeeches , as that they were not afliamed in preaching of the 

paifion,to vie fundry ridiculous ieafts,and diucrs forts of quips and girding taunts: 
and fome not herewith content , haue vfed many apilh geftures tending to this 
end. Of which number there was a Fr ancifcanjuho hauing layd a wager thathc 
would make the one halfe of his auditors laugh, and the other halfe weepe,at 

the fame inftant 3 and that vpon good friday ; vfed this deuicc.-Hc pur on a garment 
which was very fliort behind, leauing offhis brceches.Then ftanding in the mid- 
d^ft of his auditory in a pulpit which was open behind , he began to cxclaimc a- 
gainft the impietie of the Iewcs , declaring the excefliue torments which they in- 
Aided vpon our Sauiour Chrift : and withall bowed his head and his fhoulders, 
and eroded his armcs in fuch for^that he layed open all his hinder parts 5 which 
thofe behind the pulpit had no fooner efpicd , but they brake out into a great 
laughtcr.Contrarily, thofe that ftood before him could not forbearc weeping by 
rcufon of his patheticall fpeeches and tragicall geftures . And thus he wonnc the 
wa«er , making the one halfe to laugh and the other halfe to weepe at the fame 

Another Francifcan (called by Frafmus, Robert Li citn ft s) hauing boafted 
at a banket,that he could makehis auditors weepe when he lifted rone of the com- 
pany laughed him to fcornc,and faid,that he might haply make tome filly joules 
as women, idiots or yong children to weepe, but that it was lmpofflble he fliould 
make any man weepe that bad any wit. At which words the Monk was halfe mad 
to be fo mocked , and (aid , You thcn(Sir) that fceme to be fo graue,come to mor- 
row to my Sermon, and ftand in the place that I (hall appoint you,nght oucr a- 

gainft me , and if I do not make you weepe, I will giuc this company a banquet; 
but if I do,you (hall giuc me one.lt being thus agreed vpon,he went the next day 

and (ate where the Monke appointed him. Then came in the Frmi[c*n$ton- 
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ded to preach jjncl not ynmindrul of his wager,bcgan to difcourfc of Gods boun- 
tie andgoodneflc towards men, and how they fhewed thenifelues vngratefull for 
his dayly bleffings beftowed vpon them: and that they were fo hardened in their 
wicked waycs,that they could not be reclaimed byanymeanes, norgVawne by 

any pcrfwafion to repentance , or to mutuall loue and charitie one towards ano- 
ther.Thcn preflkig the point a litlc further, in the end he brought in God himfclf 
fpeakingon this wife:0 heart harder then fteele,6 heart harder then the adamant: 
The ftcelc is foftcned with fire , the adamant is diflblued withgoates bloud: but 
do I what I can,yet can I not make thee flicd one tearc. And not content to hauc 
fpoken it once or t wice,he repeated it againe and againe, raifing his voice louder 
and louder: fo that at the laft the man that had laydtht wager with him , tould 

forbearc weeping no more then his fellowes. Which when thcFrancifean efpicd, 
he ftretched out his hand and (bid,l6aue won . Thefe words his auditors tooke as 
fpoken in the perfon of God ; as if he fhould haue (aid, I haue preuailed, as ha- 

uing obtained that which I defired , viz. the mollifying and foftcn ing of their 
hearts. 

3 The fame Robert kept a fweet heart by the difpen ration of his S. Francis^ 
who told him on a time that Hie liked him well in all points,wcre it not for his ha- 
bit . I pray thee then (quoth hc)tell me in what habit thou Iikcft mc bed < In the 
habit ofafb,uldier (quoth (he.) Goto,faid the Frier, faile not to come to my Ser- 
mon to morrow. Now the next morning he went into the pulpit with hisfword 
by his fide, armed fouldier-like at all points,vnder his gowne. And beginning his 
Sermon with an exhortation to Princes to wage warre againft the SaracensfT urks, 
and other enemies of Chriftcndomc, in the end he brake forth into thefe words : 
Is it not a lamentable thing that no man will offer himfelfe tobeChieftaineof fo 
laudable an cnterprife? If that be the matter,behold I am here ready to pul off this 
habit of S. Francis to ferue as a captain or common fouldier. At which words 
he caftoff hisgowne,and preached halfean hourein the habit of a captaine.Not 

long after being fentfor by certaine Cardinals his friends, anddemaundedthe 
caufeofthishis new kinde of preaching: he anfwercd,that he did it topleafe his 
fweet heart,as hath bin faid. 

4 The fame Robert being to preach before the Pope and his Cardinalsjwhen 
he had well considered all their pompe, and how they rcuerenced and adored the 

Pope,faid neuer a word,but Fie Saint Peter^Fie Saint Paul: which when he had di- 
uers times repeated , fpitting firft on the one fide,and then on the other (as thofe 
whofe ftomacks arc oucrcharged,) he went out of the pulpit, leauing all his audi- 
tors muchamazed 5 fomc thinking he had bene bereft of his wits: others,that he 
had bene tainted with fomeherefie . And as they were ready to imprifbn him, a 
Cardinal(who knew his humor better then the rcft,and bare him fomegood wil) 
made meancs to the Pope that he might be fent for, to giue a reafbn before him 
and the Cardinals there prcfcnt,of thofe words. Whereupon being demaunded 
what he meant by fuch horrible blafphemy? he anfwered that his puipofe was to 
hauc fpoken of another argument (which he expounded vntothem fummarily) 
but confidering (quoth he) that you fo enioy your pleafurcs in this world, and 
that there is no pompe nor magnificence like toyours:andon the other fide,con- 
fidcring in what great pouertie,anguifh and mifery the Apoftles liued, I thought - 



with my fclfe, doubtlefTe either the Apoftles were great fooles to take fuch a tedi 



ous and troublcfbme way to go to heauen , or thefe men are in the ready way to 
hell. But as for you (Sirs) which keepc thekcyes of the kingdome of heaUen, 

I 
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I cannot concciuc amiflc of you :as for the Apoftles, I cannot but (corne them a* 

the verieft fooles in the world , in that liuing as you do, they might haue gone to 
heauen , yet chofc rather toleadefuch aftridtand painfulllife. 

5 I now proceed to the inuentions of other Popifh Preachers recorded by 
the fame author out of whom I had all my former ftorics,namely by Erafmm . A 
certaine Preacher hauing a long time cried out againft fuch as addiclcd and dcuo- 
ted themfelues to the feruice of the diuell , reprcfented to them vpon the fodaine 
a man with a vizard on his face,hauing eyes like flaming fire,a great crooked bcakj 

teeth like a wild Boare,and crooked nailes, holding a forkcof a ftrangefafhion in 
his hand,cafting out a hideous voice: who whilcft they all looked ftedfaftly vpon 
hmijfaidyte what a maifleryou ferue Jetting ChriH a fide. Which ftoty I will here pa- 

rallele with another very fit for this purpofe,which was payed me or rather giuen 

mc in exchange for the former,by agentlewoman of Lorraine, my very friend, of 
one that preached in a village in Lorraine, who after he had (hewed his auditors 
that they fhould all go to hell except they did amend . Arid what (quoth he) do 

you thinke hell is ? Do you fee that hole? I tell y ou i t ftinkes ill, but hell ft inkes tarre 

worfe. Where note,that the hole which he fhewed them was the Sextons poftc* 
riorums, who agreed with him to play this pageant. 

6 I rcturne to Erafmtu ,who reports that he had feene certaine Monkes,who 
pafling through the throng to go to the pu!pit,couercd their feces with their couls, 
and when they kneeled downe to pray tothefbuntaineofgracc, and faid their 
Aue Maria, knocked their knees fo hard againft the bottomc of the pulpit , that all 
the C hurch might heare the noife. He faith alfo that he heard report of an Italian 
preachcr,who going into the pulpit,coucrcd his head with a cloake: that he neuer 
preached in Churches but in the open aire : that he would not admit any man to 
come and talkc with him ( for he denied that fauour to Princes ) that he lay vpon 
the hard boords,contenting himfelfe with bread and water jthat he had a pale and 
leane face as if it had bin the very pi<5turcofdeath:thathcfpake by an Interpreter, 



and vfed ftrange geftures and outcries , by which he did affright the people $ 
fomtimes thrufting his head into an halter,counterfaiting with his eyes thofe that 
are ftrangled,and then better aduifed, and (as it were) coming to himfelfe againe, 
vncouering himfelfe and ftrikinghis breaft with his fift,cryed in his Italian, Miferi* 
cordia.Mifericordia: that he vfed bitterly to inueigh againft dice, cards,and tabers, 



as alfo againft fuch as wore feathers , fo that he pulled on a time a feather out of a 
eentlemans hat,who fate ncarc the pulpit,& rent it in a thoufand peeces,cafting it 



were 



7 



here and there among the peoplc,making horrible outcryes. He alfo reports of a- 
nother who hauing made a long and vehement inuecliue againft the wickedneffe 

of the people in crucifying Chrift afrcfh , (hewed them a crucifixe , whereunto 

tied bladder* full of bloud,which fprang forth when hetouched them, and 
thereof he tooke and fprinkled among the people. < 

But let vs now liften to the anions and fpeeches of thefe gentle Sxxlohns, 
of fome of which my felf am witneiTe: others I haue heard,and others I hauc read: 
fome in the newes of the Quecne of Nauarre, and others clfe wjjcre. 1 haue heard 

of one who preaching at Orlea»s,kted and gibed at his auditors, telling them that 

he would fhew them acuckold , and thereupon made as if he would haue aft a 
ftone at him : where when they all ftouped downe for feare ofbemg hit: Oh,oh, 

(quoth he; I had thought there had bene but one, but now I fee you are all cue 
k °8 S ' Another in the countrey of mnn* pteaching in a medow,hauingmig;h- 
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mueycd againft the Lutherans^ told his auditors that he was much afraid left 
feme of them were infeclcd with theleaucn of their diuellifh do<5rrine:& thcrforc 
defired thofe whofc confeience told them they were not tainted therewith, but 
were good and found Catholickes, to kneele downe and to takeamouth-fuliof 
graflewith their tceth,in honor of our holy mother the Church: which he feeing 
them do, and laughing at them,faid, 

Depths I 1 heart que Diett me fit naijlrt, 
It nt vi fa dc befits paiftrt. 



That 



Long haue I liu 'd,and lining haut bent heeding^ 
So many beaftsyet neuer fan I fttding. 

9 . Moreoucr, when they were in a pelting chafe and fuftian fume againft 
their auditors: their maner was not to fpare no not the diuell himfclfj witnefle, M. 

John Fouet vicar of fillers in fartenois , who faid to his parifhioners , feeing you 

will not amend,thc diucl wil take you,and me after. Witnefle alfb another Curate 
who faid, you make no reckoning of any thing I tell you , but grow euery day 
worfe and worfe ; in the meanctimc lam charged with yourfbulcs, which I 
bequeath to great Becl7.ebub.But when I fpeakcof mens foulcs giuen in charge to 
Curates, I fhould do the Curate of Pitrrtbuffitre in high Limojin great wrong, if 

I fhould forget him. This profound preacher,to the end he might the better ex- 
hort hisparilhioners to Hue wcl a told them: At the day of judgement (faid he) God 
will call me to giue an account of you,and will lay vnto me,Curat of Pitrrtbuffit- 
rr,what haft thou done with thy fheepe i Then fliall I haue neuer a word to lay. 
Which words he repeated 3. times, hiding himfclfe euery time in the pulpit : and 
hauing fo done,hc lift vp his head & laid •! know what I will anfvJCviBtaJls^oLord 
thou eauefl them me , and beajls J returne thtm .True it is,t hat this cannot haue fo 



gooa a grace being tranflatcd into Englifh, as it hath in his proper dialed, being 
couched in abfurdand batbarous Limofm term es 5 and therefore I caufed it to be 
tranferibed ou't of the original!, as followeth , guan fe vendro lou tour deu iugamen^ 
Dion me demandaro que you ly rtndo contt devou autreid' me apelarofhapelode Pey- 
rebufieyro, en qual ey tat fin ta olia ? ejr you ny mot. Et eu m'apelaro en qucro, & diro, 
chapelo de Peyrebufieyro, en quel eytat fin ta olia? Etyou ny mot.Et enqutro eu me di- 
ro,Chaphtlo de Peyrebufieyro, en quel eytat fin ta oliafJufqut a tre viague^Etyou lyrey* 

pondray , S eigne, beytia lama beylada, & beytia la te rendi . But to parallele the ex- 
ample of the Pricft,who(as Erafmm reportcth)fhewcd the crucifix to hisauditors: 

I haue heard it conftantly affirmcd,that there was a Monkc at J5/^(about twenty 
ycarcs ago) who preaching late vpon All Saints day , in a darke p!acc> had ayong 
nouicc b . hind him, who eftfboncs held vp a dead mans head faftcned to the end 
of a ftaffe,with a candle within it : which he did to make them the more afraide of 
the dead- as in truth it ftrookc fuch a terror into the hearts of certain womcn 3 that 
(as it is reportedjit caufed them to trauaile before their time. 

10 And to quite the former ftory of Robert Licienfis (who fo aftonifhed the 

Pope and his Cardinals by thefe words which he fpakc as (bone as he was come 
into the pulpit, Fy Saint Peter >Fy Saint Paul^l remcber onewho began his fermo 

in this fort : P.y the blood, by theflejh^ by the death ofChrifi,wt art redeemed. Making 

his auditors much to maruailein that he made a'litlepaufe after he had faid, By the 

blood M the fkjh t by the death of Cbrift. Which I heard reported by an ancient father, 
who faid he heard it from his owne mouth. Howbeit fome fay he fpake thus, 

Codsblood wearcfaued^ Gods death we arc redeemed. Further, this puttcthmc 

in 
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mind of the profaneneffe of two Chanons of Blois. one of which being Godfa 




ther to one John Gods fonne,callcd him D tath h the o/focr being Godfather to his 

daughter ,called her Vtrt^e. 5 fo that ioyhing the proper names jo the firname , the 

fonne was called Ptajh GW,and t,hc &ugtyu 
Ibme fay) were changed at their condonation. 

11 *" N ow this kind pf fwearing .pujes tvvc ifl tnin^ of a Curate in PajU , whofe 



e 



Scrmous ftrucd many players in of Comedies,. T|y$ jojfe geptlenwn pra jc 
no confeience to fwcare by God in thepulpit,ia,ckffp^e of tjpe \tytie\ws* for g 
ingabout to prouc that they were worfe iihen thedi^Thedi^eJKqiuptli hc)y 

runne away as foone as I make the figneof the ctoffcJbW I mould ma!*e a croi 
before a Lutheran, by G .he would % in, my face and tlir p$c me . And feeing I 

haue begun to fpcake of this Curate , I will here wqfecute the reft pf his Legend, 
at leaft lp farrc as I know.For(if we may bcleeue his owne tcftimpny) ^.e is a man 

(douhtlefic)whom God hath graced with excellent gifts: I fay,if\y,e may belecuc 
his owne teftimony : for in acertainc Sermon he |aid,hc maruellfd what fhould 
be the reafbn that other Curates in this towne preaf hed not fo well as he^thcy wi} 
fay (quoth hc)they want learning, and you know well enough bow that a yeare 
ago I knew nothing , and now you fee how learnedly I preach . In another Ser- 
mon he purged himfelf of a falfe afperfionand imputation, by no other argument 

then the teftimony of his fifler. There are fome, (quoth hej wliich ptate that I 
keepe whores in my houfe ; lo thcreis my fifter (pointing to her with his finger) 
who mould know if there were any fuch fuch ma^er, (for ] muft go through her 
chambertocome tomy lodging) let her fpeakc aloud whether it be fo or not. 
the fame Doaor (who became fo learned in one yeare) hauing caried a paper in- 
to the pulpit,wheiein the Bifliop of Park and the Official! excommunicated cer- 
taine of his parifhioners,and hauing let it fal into a hole of fa pulpit,he bethought 
himfclfe of a daintie deuice neuer heard of before , and fuch it may be as neuer 
any man dreamed of: for hauing forgotten their names,and loft his paper wherein 
thev were written,hc faid J txcommunicatt all that, art in thts hole.Uux after hehad 
betier bethought himfelfe of the names of thofe vvho were falkr 1 into the hole 
f that is to fav.who were written in the paper which fcl into the hole) he faid he ex- 
cepted the Bhliop of Paris and his Officiall. The fame Preacjier being angry op a 
time at 1 ink children,for going vp and downe <fe (beets and fingmg filthy fongs, 
Element of baftards(Vh^)8?dvp anddownethe ^wne finging fuch 
and fuch fongs : I would I were their father, 6 how I would curry them . He alfo 
kfted merily on a time as he was difcourfing wit ^Henry the fecond (who lent for 
Sbr that purpofc) for the Kino hauing asked him of his P ? nfliTO he jud 



Pr«ched to them dayfy Tlie King hauing 



Sm^^V^uW is turned>#^ si "' which anfw(T Tr* " 
S£S^e?TO not fpoken in knauerv,no more then his other defcants 



eo iuocatcd of fet pu« pofe in the word Souffle* (which belidcs ms pi 
him to haue blownc afteranothcr fad 
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when he vfed no other reafon but the authoritie of his horfe to con fute' thofc 

that denied Purgatory : whereas others haue trauailed both in petty aridpro- 
found,yea in moft illuminate Do#ors,euen Saint Patrick himfelfe, and haue al- 

lcadged the apparitions of fundry cart-loades offoules commingout of another 
wor&jto proue the point 5 and yet haue had their mouthes flopped. For this gen- 
tle Sir Iohn(inueying againft the Lutherans fox that they would not belccue Pur- 
gatory )reafoncd againft them in this Cotvl will tell you ( quoth he) a ftory^here- 
by you fhall fee what wicked fellow es they be to deny Purgatory . 1 am (as you 
know) the fon of Maifter E.N . (now deceafed) & we haue a faire houfc at S*An~ 
mm bridgej whither going on a timc,as I was benighted,my horfe wh ich caricd 
my tfiaile(you muft know he is a good one,and at your feruiee,Sirs)ftaid (againft 
his tiiftome) and began to cry P^^/z/C Whereupon I faid to my man , Spurre, 
fpur.Sir (quoth he)lTpur him jbut certenly he feeth (bmething. Then I rcmebred 
bow that I had heard it told my deceafed mother , that ccrtaine apparitions had 
bene fcenc in that place 5 and thereupon I (aid my Pater nopr and my Aue ckaty^ 
which my good mother taught me , and hauing fo donc,I bad my man fpurre a' 
galne, which he did.Then my horfe going bur three or foure fteps further,ftood 
ftonc ftill,and cried againe Poufyouf.hnd my man alluring me that he faw fome- 
thing,I faid my Jbeftofunduythkh my father taught me : and prefently my horfe 
went forward. But (laying the third timej had no fooner faid Amte omnes anim*, 
& requiem aternam, but he went freely, and neuer flopped nor flayed after. Now 
then feeing thefe wicked hereticks fay that there is no Purgatory, & that we ought 
nottoprayforthcdeadjlfendthemtomyhorfe whichcarieth mymaile, Ifay 

to rtiy maile h o r fe to learne their leflbn . 

f 3 Neither muft this worfliipfuli Curate beare away all the praife of ftich 
fubtility. For a Jacobin Fryer called Deuolaj may well match him, who vfed a very 
fubtle comparifon to proue a point , where all their Do&ors had loft their Latine . 
Thefe wicked Lutherans (quoth he) will not belecue that the body and blood of 
Chrift is in the Sacrament of the AItar.For(fay they) if it were fo, they mould the 
fee it. But come hither great foole; when thou haft a venaifon paftie,doft thou not 
fay it is fuch or fuch a pafty? and yet thou fecft not what is within it. 

14 Wcdaylyhcareoffundry other coparifons vfed by thefe Preachers r fomc 
ohvhich are plainly ndiculous^thers not only ridiculous,but alfoabfurd & fcur- 
rilousjyca fo many wayes profaning Chriftia rcligion,that they may well be cou- 
ted impious & blafphemous. For though we mould pardon thofe which com pa- 
red the graceof God to goats dung(in faying that as a goat being eot to the top of 
an oucn dungeth here and there,fo as it runneth down on euery fide : fo the erace 
of God difperfah it felfc euery where. ) Yet what mall we fay of thofe compani- 
ons who fo profane the my ftericof the holy Trinitie, as that they fticke not to c6- 

Fr^ ltt0 | a . P f C0 X T X Tl Buth T? c y a PPM^houghIh a ucoften heard 

it)I tremble to write. And the comparifon which was madeby a <>ood feilow,who 
bare no great good wil to Fiyer Francis nor any ofhis Fraterniry^vas no lefTc wic- 
S°"? h m»A more winy and of far better grace then theformcr,when he 



& ho ' y T n T ™*™f r An * infayingthatastherewerethreeper. 

Lkc 1 wd ft S r bU i T G °u d f 3 was fl,aucn ^ * foolejray 

!S^Jh 1 r T* th u C ^ y et but onc raan • He ^ a lfo very 
^S^m^^ } wh A t0ld / 0Urc fouIdicrs ("homlhc faw outoY 

ttffl^f^ 00 *? ^ Wcrc in 3,1 vnto Chrift. 

He was taken (Cud he ) fo (hail you be : he was brought before the I udge, fo (hall 



you 
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you be:he was bound with cords likea theefe,fo (hall you be:he was whipped, fo 

ihall you be; he was led to the gallowes, fo (hall you be : he defcended into helljfo 

fliall you 1 warrant you : but he came backe againe, (o (hall you neuer. But if we 

would haue a very fit and proper comparilbn indeed, we muft rcturnc to the Cu- 
rate mentioned before, whofefcrmons ferued manyinftcad ofplaybookcsor 

plealant iefts topaflcawaythctime.Forpreachingonatimc of the golden Image 

which N abuchodonaz>or fet vp , &4n. 3. It was ( quoth he) a villanous great Idol 
like our S.EuJIace^ butit was all of folide gold, would to God our s. Euflace were 
like it. 

15 If any defire to hearc other comparifons of the like ftraine,he may haue re- 
courfe to old fo!kes,who haue good niemorie.^or he may readc the worthy works 

which (bmc of thefe iolly Preachers haue left behind them 5 as namely the Ser- 
mons of Uttenot who faith (foLii5,col.2.)t\m they haue the lame cuftome in Pa- 
radife which they haue in Inncs in spaincs.Thc cuftomc(quoth he) of Paradife 
is to pay before mcatc,as they do in Spaine, where the guefts that come to an Inne 
muft buy their meate beforehand,if they wil any .Thus Lazarmfaft. payed in this 
world,in enduring many miferies,and after feafted in Paradife. Whereas the cu- 
ftome of hell,is fir ft to make good chcare , and after to pay for it, as they do in 
/>4/«*/rhus the rich man feafted in this woi ld,buf now is gone to hell to reckon 
with his hoft. And foL 140. col. 4. he is much morcplcafanr, difcourfing of the re- 
paft which our Sauiour gauc to thofe flue thoufand mentioned in the Gofpel.For 
firft (faith he) feeing the text faith that there were fiuc thoufand men befides wo- 
men and children, we muft needs conclude that there were foure thoufand wo- 
men at the leaft.For we fee by experience, that there are al wayes foure women at 
a fermon for one man. Befidcs (quoth he)I beleeue that there was an infinite num- 
ber of little children, if women in that country had as good a cuftomeas they haue 
in this, who would befory to cometoaSermon without theirchildren hanging 
at their brcfts,& a troupe of others at their tailcs,which crie all the Sermon 
and hinder both the Preacher and the audirory . After this,hc compares the dinner 
which our Sauiour made to thefe peoplc,to a Limofms dinner.I wold gladly know 
(quoth he) where hilearncd to makca dinner or a fcaftVl cannot think that he fre- 
quented the ercedy guts of this towne,who will not forget(I warrant yon) when 
they are at a feaft todrinkc with their mcate.This dinner ofour Lords was likethe 
dinner- of a Umoftn. You know how beggers in Beaufc^ and eh*n,pamc_, .will 
reare themfelucs againft a wall,and pull fixe pound of bread out of their wallets, 
and drinke neuer a drop therevvith.-and though they haue a pint of wine ftandirtg 
by thcm,yct they thinke it a finne once to peepe into the pot. The French do not 
fo i efnecially the Picards, who after they haue payed the (hot can drmke roundly 
euery man his halfc a quart defiu: and if there were a half peny loafe on the boord, 
he (hould be fin e to & ue a ftab that did firft cut it . But this day our Lord made 
the dinner of a Limofw; And a little after: I beleeue (quoth he)tt was Lent (as it is 
no w and euery man ate as much fifli as he would. Our Sauiour at the mariage of 
^i«cuvin C y onel^andnotbread ; but^^ 
Wherein he fh wed his great wifedome , for he kept open nouic r 

Tl 
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S ipture faith not that the virgin Mary was there: for had (hebene there ,0k 

ould /warrant yoa)haue fiid wber Sonne as (he did a< the manage (Ioh.i.) 

til I X. O 4 Son , you come very fitly to (hew your glory and power 

£ this sreat multitude: I lee they eate apace , but the ptncipall th.ng « 
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no mne to drinke , they hauc nothing wherewith to moiftcn their morfels . And 
why did not our Lord take care for drinke as well as for mcate? I anfwer,/w/wr *. 

quarum af>proximatiottem y miracuIi maiorem declar ationem , fact amend EuchariflU 

fr*figurationem:thx is,becaufe there was (lore of water at hand 5 becaufe he would 
(hew the miracle more euidently, becaufe he would hereby prefigure the Sacra- 
ment of the Eucharift. Touching the firft, it is (aid,that they came from beyond 
the fca of Calily : that they fate on faire grecne graffe,and after they had eaten their 

bellies full, were permitted to go to the (ea and drinke a tsrelarigaud> that is/etting 
cock on the hoope,to drink till they burft.For he intet lards hisXatin with r hisfine 

Fren ch word,£r poft comeftionem habebant licentia cundi ad bibendu in mart a tirelt* 

rigaud. Which paflage I do the rather alleadge at large(albeit it had bene fufficicne 
onely tohauequoted theplacc)to theend the Reader might the better perceiuc 
how they toy and trifle with the Scripture : of which prophancnefle we haueal 
ledged fund ry examples before. Howbcit they haue fome comparifons very plea- 
fant,and nothing prophane $ as when Mai/lard faith, that Monkes in their Qoi- 



•The 



fters.are like pcafc in the cod; and out of their Cloiftersjikepeafe inthep 
16 Moreouer,the(e iolly Preachers had an excellet facultie in begging their final 
neceflaries in the pulpit,and blufliing no more then a blackc dog,aibeit fome did it 
with far better grace then others,v(ing aquiuocatios or words of doubtful conftru. 
&ion,very fit for the purpofe.as when one faid, En nojlre caue on ny void* goutte* 
- noHrcgremer on riy void grain. Another r At the firft when I began to preach a* 



Hmphtbdv mong you * WJ$ A w ^»but now 1 am/4^»wf . making an aliufion betwixt 
w acuity Another preaching on a 
of the phure time when h is parifliioners were meeting their (hecpe, faid,Z* (aim me faut.lwant 
pum7f. T° U ' where the firnple people vndeiftoodhim as though he had faid, Vdtmm 

whkh figni. f au *<, 1 haue bft my breath. Sutable hereunto I haue heard of one who told his m* 

"rth either a rifhioncrs in his Farewell Sermon, that he had bene feeking for one all Lent long 

X« a m« b " f ?? uld not find him • And being demaunded who it might be : he anfwered 
«n ice no- that his nam c ended in ette. Whereupon one asked him if it were not Tointttt^ 

^lL^ xX ^ ifit mr . en( * ?t ! Htu > a third if " w <™ not Cuillemette: heanfwercd No! 
puce wherls I Tne y then naming fundry other oflike termination: he told them it was none of 

rT^ h iTL h< ; mal, u n th f ^ on 5 askcd him if Jt were not laquette.Yon haue hit him(quoth 
bSfc it hc )y° u ** uc hlt hlm > IC 15 on < indeed that I would gladly meet withall, 
uhcrcvfea m 17 Butwe are to note,that there was often great emulation and hcart-bur 



gbetweenethefcreligiousordersofFiiers, especially betweenc xhcFrancf 
and the Iaabtns . For fo it was, that they which preached beft got away the 
otherscuftome.For example,an Italian relates(in a book publiflied about twelue 
yeares ago) how a Franafian preaching on a time in a towne of Sicily % made his 

f^w I . C T lnat 5 a !"f.^^ d erccnded into Purgatory once euery yearc 

SSI k k u Y > a « n Clm€tcd thence the fou,es of 311 had bene benefi. 
?r^ rc "* Whereupon the Jacobins (who are there called thebrethren 

™3 7 ; PCr T Um , g ?? *? °P inion wh lch thc w»id had ofS. Franc* 

,r 8 in . ^^(whohadfarregrearerchantieandat.thoritiethen^ 
v2 S l - °d toWb «*«w«dvniohcr t o. ben. ficiall to her 

Salt 8 In «^ g3tory c a w, \ o,c y carc Ion ^ s Saint ^ > 

^Jd^^K * k k be " C bou ? tifu!I <" ^drf to her brethren. 

Which tducrtifcmcnts brought them in credit againe , f 0 that they had better 

cuftomc 
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cuftom the euer before. And futablc to this tale of Purgatory,! related one before 

of a certain ghoftly rather who preaching at told his auditors that * 



vvne 



any thing is giue for the dead,the foules hearing the found of the motiy falling into 
the bafm or poorc mans boxe,cry ing tingling #re fo exceeding glad and iocund, 
that they laugh out for ioyand crie l^ha^haj hi,h i.hl. Hitherto appertai^^he 
ftory ofa Curateof Sauoy(z& I remcoiberj who tpld his parifhionere ina Scnnon, 
that Odbel went euery -day to MalTe^uid payed hist tithes duly and truly, and that 
of the faireftand of thebeftrwherea&Giwmade twic0nfcicncc.<Q dt) ; cithet.^ i^nd 
as forthofe who preached other points of Popifltdo^riheiPt^gnir^d/uch mi- 
racles of their Saints,a$ tended not directly tobringmeale totl^ir nu't <as when 
a Picard alleadged incommendatioofvirgioitie^batbccaulei^aint^fif/and^ 
Marbe were virgins,they bled nothing but milketftyhen they wero'bfcheadcd j^wQ 
haue varictic in fundry places of this bookc<J3ut a* for the meanes which they ( yfed ( 
tokcepetheirkitehinshot,Iamtofp*cakehercafte.. 



m - m \ 1 - - ■ * J » 4 * 1 A . 4 1 1 / 

1 8 < Now how familiarly they>^ri?acbed,wc may pereeiue by that which; H. 

Adrian Begtiine Curate of S.Getmine 'xn Noyon {kid on juime tohis pariftjoners 
in thepulpit:My friends,you mufthauepatienct with me fat this time, , tor I am 
bid to dinner to maifter Mayor to take part of a pig; othcrw^fe/w Varme du bonfa 
men p ere it vowdirou i rougc t rage t tnragc'c , that isjBy the fbulc^of.my good fircj 

would tickle you oner a rext. Another Curate iri the towne pf Jfyercie (peaking 
of Shrouetucfday,commendcd to hiv pai imioncrt thefe three good Saints^ Saipt 

Panfird, Saint Mangeard^Ssim Creuard$ that is,Saint J5*%*^aint>*W-4/4Saint s Panv 
Zurjlenbclly. < • * hi & u 



1 : * • 



19 But they vied more familiar and homdy (beeches when they fell in difc 
courfe of Women,which they were wont to do in handling ccrtaine places of the 
Gofpeljas where it is (aid,that Chriftappcarcd firft toiWomen after his refiirrectio: 
for then no ieaft could pecpe forth, but tabling women wold be fqre to haue it by 
the end.He therefore appeared firft; vnto chcm,as knowing that this rumor would 
fooner be bruted abroade,then if he had firft appeared tO men .. For my part ^1 re- 



member I was at a Sermon where this argument W4S handled at largc,and in fitch 



fort that it made all our modeft maids and matronsblufli for fbame i fince which 
time I haue heard of fundry others of the like ftraine* Sometimes alfo they extol- 

led women aboue men , becaufe there wasneuer any man (o highly honored as 
the virgin uMary. But a certainc ghoftly father ferued them finely in one of his fer- 
mons,contrary to their expeclation.For hauing taken thefe words out of Luk.24. 
for his tcxt,0 fooles and flow of6eartto.be/tt0ejcnumg thc reft (as their manner was 
tomread the Scriptureas they thought good,) hebesantodifcourfc how muph 



men were difgraced in this place,and how no fuch difgracefull fpeedi was vttered 
of women in all thc Scripture. And yet if we confidcr to whom this was fpokeo, 
we dial find it was fpoken to the proudeft Prelates in the Church. Amongft other 
things which he alleadged in honour of women , this is not to be forgottcn,viz. *The conceit 
that there was no village nor hamlet fo fmall,but if you had asked for the houfc of 
tffavefemmejhcy would forthwith hauertiewed ityourbut a man fliould be well b r(l(6 
ferued jf he fliould aske for thffhoufe of ifspbmmts. And after he had graced ot ihsU*. 
women with many other titles of honour which were not giuen to men } pcrcei- 
uing by their countenances that they tooke great plea&ire therein and began to ^hid, 
fleare and giggle,and to looke at men ouer the (houlder ; yet for all this (quoth he) ***** 
be not To proud .for I (hall foone takedowne your edee: and hau ing fo faid,he be- % wHe & ^ 

can in this fort.Firft there arc religious orders of good men^ut none of good wo d co » womao. 
5 0 Cc men: 



29o TH E FIRST BOOKE. 

mcmand then Secondly and Thirdly,&c. forgetting none of thofc fine conceits 

which our bulfons and Scogguvlike fcoffers vie in gibingat the wcakerfexe. 

20 Yet this is not all. For thefe venerable Preachers ( thole elpecially who are 
called shortly fathers) neucr refpetfing the leffon which is taught them, Si n$n ca- 
pe tamen cauti, that is, if not chaftly t yet charioted for the moft part fuch obfeene 
fcurrilous fpeeches in the pulpit , that it was a quefhon whether they preached 
the word of God,or celebrated the Bacchanalian teatts inrheprefencc of M argot 
and ^iltzon j which names I find in lohn Menard r ,who hauing bene a Francijcan 

Frier fdr a long time, and a moft zealous maintainer thereof in defending it with 
tooth and naile , yet when it pleafed the Lord to open his eyes at the laft, and to 
let him fee his ftnne,he caft off his cowle s arid writ a booke againft the whole pack 

of them,called the Declaration of the rule andorderoftbeFrancifcans-.vthcxtin he 

difcoucrs part of their knaueiy. Among other things he vviitbrhjiovv that bciidc 
their ordinary allowance and pcnfion which they had of the Coucnt of Parte , 
their manner was toaske mony for apparell,bookcs,paper,inke , as alfo to defray 
the charges of their fickneffe,6Vc» that they might cuei haue fome little ouer-plus 
wherewith to vifit the greene basket neare to the Iacohins^ or fuch like Tauernes 
and fufpefted houfes; where a man might haue found apparell of all forts, which 
thefe gallands tooke to go to the Tennis-court to play with gentlewomen,difgui* 
fed in ftran«e attire , yea eueft Lords wiucs,whofe husbands were non-refidents 
from their lioufes. He further addeth,that the Francifcans of Paris played certaine 
games at Tennis with them,vpori condition that if the Friers did win,they fliould 
chufethe faircft gentlewoman andlouelieft Ladicin the company; and if that the 
gentlewomen or Ladies did win,they fliould chufc the frolickcft Francifcan. But 
to returne to thcangument in hand , thefe ghoftly fathers made no conscience to 
vfe the fame fjfeeches in their Sermons,which theyhad vfed in a brothel houfe $ to 
which purpofe I could alledge fundry ftories,which fome might haply think very 
pleafant:but(as I haue often before protefted) I abftaine of purpofe from the rc- 
hearfall of them 5 for doubtlcfle it is enough and oucr-much,that heauen & earth 
haue bene fb long infc&ed with the ftinkcof them. For proofe whereof though 
I could alleadge no other example but that which is recorded by the late Qucene 
oflfauarrc (in the eleuenth Tiouuelle) ofcertaine fpeeches deliuercd by a Fran* 
ctfean in a Scrmon,my aflcrtion fliould be ftrongly confirmed .Who to mew how 
lightly he regarded the offence and fcandall which he gaue by his loofe and lafci* 
uiousfpceches,faid tothegoodwiuesofhisparifli- Go to faire Ladies, by and by 
when you are pratling among your goflips,you will fay, But what M. Frier is this 
(troW we) tha t fpeaketh thusboldly? It is fome good fellow furc . I will tell you 
(Madames) marucll not if I fpeake boldly ,for I am of ^»jw#,yours to command, 
&c. And what confcicnce made he of giuing offence, when he mocked thofc 
who took offence at hitrtffay ing,0 my maiftcrs and dames of S.MartinsJ maruel 
you fljould be offended at a thing the leaft of a hundrcd,and prattle of me cuery 

whcre,and fiy,0 it is a foule matter, who would haue thought the ghoftly father 
would haue got his hoftefL daughter with child i And is it indeed fuch a wonder 
that a Monk fliould get a wench with childfTel me in good earneft,what would 
you haue (aid if the maW had got the Monkc with child i This is the fumme of 
that news. And he that defircs to fee thefe particulars exemplificd,may find them 

in the former part of the Apologie,in the Chapter wtiich intreatcth of whorc- 

domes committed by our good Catholicke*. 

2i I waspurpofed here to haue ended this Chapter , but that I cannof in 

con- 
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confckncc omita Ghort ftory very ^ 

fpeeches which thefe gorbcllied fhauclings vfed in their: Sctmons* toThecnd the 
Reader may percaue . that they ire euet likrf thcmfelue^ asking newer cloyed 
withJthis cluoch,norjiny tmngdaunted* no nowhen they are among thedcad* 
The ftory is recorded by a man b£ goodicredltfuwho hathwritfcn annotations vpo 
the Abftraclof the Francifca ns Alcoran v and! is thus couihfd in his wmt words. 
For ray part,feeing it cometh here fofitly,I will tell you what I&w at iV* tfoure 
begging Friers being intreated on * time tokiy acorps^ ( if was the Xranc&am 
turner to fing Requitm <jr liberty which they did: iwtyMi$.(for they were in 
good hope to be well rewarded for tbeirjabor ) the ojhetohraun tie meane time 
talking merril v together. Where (as I carbe; OAt of a (niuf^Xfe w two yong luftie 
AugHjttnes ,v/ho held each other by the bano\wfr| fang, , ^ , , ■ 

Brunettefuh Jamais neferay Mane fa u ... 



» 
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That is, ■ 
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And neutr fairer Jhalli h* ,\ , <; . ,a 
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Of the fubtiltit andfrofotthdrtifft ofthtfotefkidPreacbehs orfrofijfof, 
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ofDimnitie : ** aiffiwtradittowjtfthf 



< 1 




E haue heretofoxe&otceti bf tbe^bfle ignorance of Priefts and 



Monkes,and exeraplifiedit by fmHtfyipartiarfars j to which not 
withftanchng much ipoio might bemadded > this at theJk»ft,dfa 
French-man feruarie to 4 ht* being examined in Latin by the 



^ Btfhop (who was togiufchiinordcA) arid thinking that the Latine 

which the Bifhop fpake had bene Scottifh , dnfweredilf idpleaie yourrLpJodfliip* 
my raiifter vnderftandsScottifli very wdl^but fo do not IiAsialfo thisof another 

decpe ©iww, who bci^ 

Af^rgdl^^hurtbni^iws&m^^^^* Howi>cit,fom'c dfifciem I muftnecds 
confeffc^to makSeamcnidsfor mifegcare)hauebmfo,veiigcaWyJi}ariacdiandhwfl 
found otrt filth Oibtitt fpcculationsythat the moft f|regnant:wi»bnd ny&v&tf* 
racnfcicah Hardly t^ce^^ with th(dt|anguage^alne 

iara daab^i\ter46f the haue deliueifcdiuch abffeti^Hgs^dfo'iar ^tcfac4>ih«t 
C^himftlfe nctiwWardtheliWiBefi^ 

materftaeaieyand m&to 
tliarittsnotpoffiblca^Aanian^dbe we^ 

of whlc&parwubw>he|jlflces cjud^d before ei^of iMeMtm&<M*tmd ttm 
fumcc efpecially f orfilolras hauenbit^eir bookbwrhand. For^u«^ they m?M m 




there is afurther raaV*«rt « lh ^^ ;for tmfto&^mtf 
tin tongue may caft thcn;«ap«at thwAm* y^m^^M^jm^ 



t 
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o^this^tert conceited word Tm, which hath fo good a grace , and doth fo well 

expreffc a mam meaning? ■ . . . . . ' r c 

I But this is not all : tor they haue bene fo curious in rendnng rcafons of eucry 

wordthey fpakc, as that they haue ouerskipped but very few without kn6wjng 
their Etymologies ,nay they haue found out fuch fubtill notations,as cannot fuffici. 
entty be wondered at . For,who would cuer haue thought that there had bin fuch 
a fecret hidden vnder this word ^as we find in fundry of thofe preachers and 



diuines,and namely in J5«w^and in the author of thefermons intituled pormi 

feeurk Bareletc foU 3 6.C0I. 1 .faith Jrtgrejpts Gabriel dd tmjixitjjdue gntia plttta, 
Domintutecum^bA t quodefifme t &VA culpA. lmmunis a triplici va t dcquibwApoc. 

iiy* vavahab stantibus in terra. AGnuch alfo to the fame effeft writes the other 
(whom I named eucn now)irt his fif ft fermon Deconeeptione beat* MtrU v/rginu* 
Neither was there lcfle dexterity vfed in the anatomy of the word Sacerdos^ as it is 
deciphered vnto vs in a booke called Stella ckricorum as followcth 1 guinque 

funt dig 

ktfacru tj _ „ ^ _ 

quafi factu dtdittu jd eft facramentis^djacrificanda facramenta\nam ipfefacrificatja- 
crojanflum corf us Domini cum verbis Jtgnii \prodig$s & Cetera facramenta. Tcrtio, 
dieitur Sacerdos quaft dans facra- y dat mim baptifmum, confefionem,poenitenuam t in- 

dulgentiam > eucharifiiam > benediclionem i & extremam vnfiionem. ^uart\ dieitur 
facet dos\quafi facr* docens : docetemm verba fan&i euangelij & articulos re0*fidei. 
gttinio Jicitur Sactrd$sejuafifa€trdttx t quafid»tdtum populoAdreg* 
na ceelorumjverbo faera dottrin* & vitsbonoexemplo^ndc verfut* 

dot am & facris deditm t atq 



titates Sacerdotu pr.e uteris. Primo dieitur facer dos quaft facru dotatusfcilv 
or dinibm \quia ipfe eft in fummogradujui eft SacerdotumSecundo Sacerdos, 



docens > fur a ekns^ duxfaeertfyfieerdos 



And who would haue thought tfeat^ man coujdeuer haue found fucha myftcry 

in the name Dominic us? Dieitur. Dommious (faith. Rarelei foL tpi ,col4»)qddfitotm 
Domini: vel Dominictu qua [initios bpmini+veiDominicwqwfid Domini euhdi* 
too. And for I : > ancifeus ,what do youthihkc they haue found in his belly? Let vs 
hcare what his Legend fa [th^Fr Ancifeus dieitur 4 atione fecuritatit \ex vtrtuie & ope.* 

rum f>erfec~riene,ejrboncftatu in eonuerfatione. Aiunt enim Francifcos diet qukdaftgna 
in far fee urn m/fud Km a ante Con fit Us fereba ntuf , qtU erant in 4errorem<& ftcuritA» 

tem.Ttut it is indeed x there are<ftmdry other notations giueiiof his najne;but this 
is holden fo be the foundeft.Now this fubtil and curious Etyraoldgiringis not in 
theft names onely Jbut in all other names of the Saints, rcgiffred in the booke caU 

led The golden Legend ox Legends; For example,-*?^^ is compounded of Grex\ 




that is *n affembbf Jk ote oire , that is prcachervK a t h * 1 in e ^of Jfalittyfaait is a% 
and of ruina ouet throw fox the diuels fort was cleane ouenhrowne io Hcc 1: 
mo fignify ing as much as vniuerpiU outrthrmpc being diflodged arid uafkouft of 
her. guintine comes of quinMue, and/w^toWjtol^ 
holdeth/f*f ^*^#;If«ny fhalfreply andfay,that it is nort6J?cw!ondcre<f tfaa 1 whe 
ancient LatinifSneucr motioned thete Etymologies^ confidering the nanics* were 
not then in vfc ; I anfwer, that they had as good dextcritiein giuing! js^waw%tfi 
of ancient lat in words- witneffe the notation of \Mulier ^auaft mollis amltwas alfo 
a very fubtill inuention, to fetch Etymologies of (?rf«lre and Hebrmwonk from 
the Latinos we haue (hew ed before in prdsbittr^diaboks^xAhfus. v.onv » ■' 
i But now we arc to proftcu tc otheif mbrill fpeeulawons, coiicerntag mat- 
tett of greater moment. And firft, what braines may we thinke hadtfay* which 
cOyftcd fo marry quaint queftiom as haub be^ form erJymeutioneth;' And What 
M fhaU 
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(hall we fay to their great pains in e*jK>undtng theScriptures/o as that they nuke 
anofeof waxeofthem , as hath bene fhcwcd^Wt haue fecnealfo how cunnina 
Diumes they were in diuining & caicftutingat many things,wherof thefcripturc 
fpcakes not a word. Befidcs, we haue giuen fome raft of their witty combarl foris 
and braueargurnents : and yet ifa man would take a little paines to tuine oucr the 
bookes out of which they gathered all thisgeare, he might hnde other manner of 
ftuffe then this.For exaple,when itf«^/.48i»/.3.makcth Ghrift to go through 
the tweluc figncsof the Zodiaeke, it is fuch a dainty deuiccashath hotbene heard 
of .But their wits were much more reflned,and fublimatcd ih other (peculations, 
as in finding the old and new Tcftament in the' two homes of Bifliops Mytcrsj 
iimplicity and innocency in the Friers cowlc;and fundry like things^ by arid by 
we lhall neare. . . , 



4 And if wecome to the myfticall cxpofirions of all the toolcs and trinket^ 
as alfo the Apifli trickes and turnings vfed in the Mafic, we muft needs confetfc 

that there lyeth fo great a myftery or fecret fubfilty hidden vnder themj that rbcy. 

(doubdelfe ) are men of the fharpeft wit, and beft iudgemcht, which vhderftahd 
lead thereof. For is it not cunningly done^to make one Maflemonger ad rwjenty 
or fiue and twentie parts, as of Chrift 4 of the virgtne LMary his motherjof all the 
ApoftI<rs,y ea and of the tray tor iudMi as alfo of the theefc that was crucified^ the 



CentUrion,thc Publican.&c^ But how r is it poflfiblc (may fbme fiy)hcfhotild ade 



many parrs,and reprcfent fo many perfons^ I anfwer,one part is performed 
ly with 1 croffingsj for with one Crofle which he maketh ouer the confecrrted hoft 
and another oucr the chalice, feuerallyj he pSayeth two parts f the One of C hrift, 
the other of ludav.By the three other croffes whichjarc madebefpre^tt reprefeiH 

ted the Father,the holy ^ Ghoftjand Chrift who was deliuered to death by himfelfi 

and by thel alfo. But if this were all rhe iriyftery that lay hid in thefc Cro/fes,al were 
nothing.Markc then what followcth : After wiefc r^o CnofTcs feucrally made^and 
that the Gtofler hath fpread his armes abroadc ( whereby he reprcfenteth Chrife 
ftretched vpon the CrofTe ) and hath lifted vp the hofi tobe worfhipped ( which 
they a\Uh' Equation) by the three GrofTcs which'he«i4keth,oncouer the hpft^i* 
nothcr ouer the Chalice , andathifd ^nhimfelfeiheafteththe partofthrccft 



uerall eftates of men,viz.of thofe in heaucn,ih PurMt6ry,and in earth . Asfoir this 
fine CrofTcs which are made after the firft three j'befides that two of them being 
(eucrall/ made , one oucr the hoft; and the othitolier the Chalice,do fignific ife 
hath beneftid , allof them together betoken fundry other things -a As hrft^ thd 

fiue dayCs, betwixt Palm fun idaj Mid Good Ptydd** oi'the flue wounds of Chwu> 

twoin hi^recte^woinhishands^ndbnemhisrighti^^^ N either is this all iFot 
the firft three of the fiue,(being made «uer the OnaKceand hofttogether,) figure 
the deliueryof Chrift to the high ^riefts 5 the ScribWdc Pharifies^ as al/o the price 
for which Chrift was fold^viz.thrifetenithat is ^pence-Now ^heconfidcrCgood 
Reader ; if vndet thefe croffings the|e>c fo many4«id fo profpund fpecutatfoiwj 
what fublimate fubtilties there muft needs be in all ibeir trincket^e«ehdals^abois> 
knocking of breafts^ in the tcft of that fo rrimme^nd pleafart* ftageplay, , apifli 

trickes 

lar reu 



and mummery^Moreouer,eueiy of thefeDodors haue had their pavticu? 
litions/or the bdfirmatio of thefe fpecu1anons 5 I fay eucry of thefc A (cora- 



tjls of the Maffe 



fit e Imai GtbrtitBkL* wiua, PMi with othersjFor the tyafli 



prieft his albe ( according to fqmcl^prs ) figriifieth theconuljf&donof Chrift; 
in the fl^m-according to othersvthepurfty of hisbody incarnate m-the Wombe 

thcVirgin-'accordmgtoathirdfor^ewJutc garment wJferewim ^app^ 
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reUedhtmAvh<fnhcrcnthimbackcto^ arayed like * iooie : and according to 
a fourtbfort, the con ftancy of the moft dearc light. And for the fine lin nen wher. 
of the Jibe is made,it fignifies(as they fay) the lupultie of the Scriptures, The like 
mav be faid of the Amtct : for fome are ot opinion , that \\ reprcfcntcih theveik 
wherewith Chtift was blindfolded when the lewes mocking him in C^k 
houfe buttered himtothert areof opinion that it fignifieth the diuinme of Chrift 
hidden vndcr his humanity : fome fay that it comes in the roomepr the Icwifh 2T ; 
pfod I omit to fpeakc of the girdle,thc maniple^d the ftolc.which are alfo diuerf- 
lv interpreted.. Thefitcandburningtapers(asfomeamrme) figure Chnft,whois 
thetfre which confumeth the ruft of our fmnes : others fay that the fire fignifieth 
thefirc of charitie, cnuy roning Chriftian people 5 and the burning taper,™? light 
of faith as alfo the ioy of Chrifts coming and incarnation. The paten alfo: (acco*. 
dins* to'the iudgement of fome deepe diuines)%nifieth the diu initie of Chrift\as 
welas the ^swtf :but according to others, it hath another fignificatiom Gloria tn 
txMs vttercd with a lowe and foft voice, fignifieth (as fome amrmc)the cluldifli 
pulmg voice of Chrift lying in his cradle: but according to other Doctors?, ir hath 
another mcaning.But what greater skill can a man defirethen this,to tell what the 
Maffe-prieft fiith,whcn he fpeaketh neuer a word^Doubtlefle this is an Abyffusot 
botromleffeiea of fubtiltiesrand yet this is not all* for hitherto 1 haue only {poken 
of the play which is a&ed by one onely. I leaue it therefore to thy confideration 
(gentle Reader) what manner of play that is which isplayed by three: viz. when 
the Mamngmatc hath the Deacon and Subdeacon to aflift him? For if tl^tf were 
pomotebut this,that when the Deacon (according to Titelman) pkyerf* his part 
in finging fom e parcell of Scripture flircd out ; of the Gofpel,with his taceitowat <fc 
thcWorth, he fliould with hiscroifing chafeaway all the Kortheroe diuejsj were 
nor.this a moft monftrous myfteric? But I will no longcrjnfift vpon theft fubtill 
(peculations, for- feare 1 (hold briog the R eader in loue with the bookeiWherby he 
niightbedravvneto become a fworn brother to the Guyld of the Maflemongew, 
' Neiirerrheleffe, thisone thing I' will fay for a finallconclufion, lerthc Nfaflemalig 
ncis, or Maffl'uiarrers callit-as tlity lift, either ftageplay^ or apifli toy,of mbmme 
rysiugglingor forccry jthey muft deeds conftlfe , that Pythagoras with all his my- 
fttcallnumbcrshadncuerthc wit to ihuent fo pleafant and profitable Morrit 
dance. And it is not without cdufe that 1 here allcadgc Pyth*g*raf> for b<#dcs that 
the Pythagorean Phylofophy hath(as wee know) fomefueb liniaments of CUriou9 
fubtiltie,we are not ignoranr,that the book intituled T kenovfomity of&*Mt Ftarti 

<kmtb Chrift , nameth Pythagoras firft, befor^.aU the otbtt'PhilofopJ}ep, whole 

example Chriftthath worthily followed >in hauing DifeipleM s fil*W&fahtfoxc-i 
feidimprclfion. Oubium ejl ijbtd an DomnHinofterIef^Cl^ill^.d(f<»^^U^ 
poHolos eligendo,& difcipulos habere fpeciafesvdcndo, (fit fa wfaetiir nte(i^»fpre^ ht* 
tieremultos^ qtsampaucos^fr amqcs, qvam afiqttoi {pea \ales* RefpoiidetHrtfqpdPwM 

pttfdecet/finp fecit } primo volendo habere dtf&fulos. Ratto prima ^a efO&itfJet vit 
ttkftfiimus^aittffiot'ipfiusddinfljr aliorUm imitatoret habere debeatiPyAhtgaraf, Pi** 

i/m, {.AriftoteJes, ejr fade alp, lohanm BaptiHa haimerunt40f^9h I*** 
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ipfe a fortiori 

' 5 Howbeit I find the allegories in the booke intituled J^adragefimde fpirM 
ttalejohe mdremitaculou%u>btill(ifI may fo fpeake)and to proceedfifom a'far 
more plealun rand conceited head:which ftmuall qttadragefimall* otherwife cal- 
led Lents *Uegory\ was printed at Ptris in theyeare 1565, after that it ijad bend rci 

uitfWcd and corrected by two venerable D6^jtors6f Pmii out of which back? I 

- will 



ho?! 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. m 
wiU heie extract certain ppriods,by which the Reader (hall ffl% i«dgftof the left. 
The author there fore fpeaking tn his firft Cbapter of theSalladiWWi&is eaten in 
Lent at thefirft fer m ice, faith, that by ihefallad which is made of diMewherbcs, 
and procured a good appetite , we may vndcrftand in a my fticajl fenfe the word 
of God,which ftiould giue vs both appetite and ftrength. And a \vte after,by th« 

fwe^tnefle of the oyle and marpnefte.of rhe vineg^ equally mixed together , we 
arc to vnderftand the meccy and iuftice of God. 

Chap.2. After theiallad we sAtzfiicd beane^by which wcvnderftand confcf4 
fion.When we would haue beane^vell fodden,we lay them in fteepe, for other? 
wife they will neuer feeth kindly.Therefore if we purppfe to amend our faults, it 

is not funvient barely. to con feffo them at all aduenture(as fomedo) but we muft 

let our coflfeifion lie in fteepe in the water of meditation , in diftinguiftiingartd 
rightly difcerning all our offences in particular . And a little after? We do not vfc 
to feeth ten or t wcluc bcanes togeth.cr,but as many as we meane to caterno Wore 
muft we fteepe,that is,mcditate vpon ten or twelqe finnes onely, neither for ten 
pr tvyelue dayes , but vpon all the ftnnes that euer we committed euen from our 
birth,if it were polfible to remember them* 

Chap.3 4 Strained peafe (Madames)are not to be forgotten .You know how to 
handle them fo well, thar they will he delicate and pleafant to the tftft * By thefe 

(trained peafe our allegorizing flute pipeth nothing elfe but title contrition of 

heart.which is one part of penance.Notfc this further^hat peafe neuer feeth kindly 
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conduit water,but only in riner water: which myftically fig 
eth thaMrue repentan«iCannot feeth rightly, that is,cannot be made pertec> with 
wcllwatef orconduiwter, by which.vemeantteares of attrition ;but herhar 

would hawe them to feeth well,rau(t uNfneccflitie take fiuer water,that is,true con- 
trition.For by well water which runneth not,isvnderftood attritUn.oxiA byriwer 
water contritio. And fo the dexftow f*y,tjiat there is ^ 
for aftrjf m is vncertaine, fo that (pirituaJl peafe cannot fccthwellin it : : but 
trition is cer taine , and maketh good decoction for the peafe of penance . Riuet 

water which continually mouettyrunneith and fl wetb , is very good for th«,fce* 

thing o^p«fe. We muftilfay)haue contrition for pur-fins, and take the running 
water , that is,thetearesof the heart, which muft turtne and come euen into the 
eyes. 
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Chap, 4, Thebrofh of peafe is alfo greatly to be commended/or it furniftieth 

Lentdinneft very well.By the iuyce (tf peafe ft rained through a ftmirtcr, is vndeih 
^Qodapurpofeandrefolutiontoabftaincfromfinne, s ' ju 
r. Ghap. When theLamprey is RatWimen fall totheir other filh.Ifind mptthc 
Lamprp Vof all other fifh is mnft nourifhfng , an^iherefore I Compare reflttiftton 
vnto tt,Somc(perhaps) wil fitv^ey hWenot mohyenough tobuy this iamprcy i 
indeed t muft needs fay that Lamp W ate commonly deare , .bfityet this 1^ true 

withalMw as they are ^^y. Way wtiknt meate; Myou will eateot 

thkn*lcLamprey,whKhfet^W^^ 

LuSrrobSy iU %reitneuqtfo*are. ^oumuftnottHinketobuy ^ 

klin?or two, or hal/^crowne^ W*W : ^.^.^ 
all he mony^oocfs,and vvhatelfeyotttmuftly^^ 

muft ««ntie vour wfatf with to make^ituoo:.And fortber,you muft 



by the colour of the Orenge,& the kernels within it jbeine < 

is,yellow drawing to a red, which in the holy Scripture fig 
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if t THE FIRST BOOKE. 

,l Ch^.6\-; f By Saffron which is put into all broths * fawces, and Lent mcate* 
I vnderftand the ioyes of heauen, which we muft thinkc vpon; yea (as it were) 
fttielljrellilh and ruminate of in all our aflionsjfor without Saffron we (hall neuei 
hauc good iuyce of peafe, good ftrayncd pcafe^or yet good fa wee. Neither can 
wc" without thinking vpon the ioyes of heauen,haue good fpirituall broths. 
Chap.7.0rcngesalfoarerightgoodinLent(asPlwfitiansfay:)Bytheorenge 

I vnderftand the loue which we ought to haue towards God, which is well noted 

of a punick cok>ur,that 
nifieth chafiric or louc 

which weowetoGod,inlouinghim with all our hearts* without which all our a* 
&ions mould be vnprofitable and vaine. Si Unguis bmimm loquar & Angelorum 
chmtati aute mn habea t mhU fum. And by the kernels inclt fed in theorenge, I vn- 
derftand almes giucn in fecret. And a litle after-Thekernels in the Orenge do fliew 
and fhadowout vnto vs the apple of loue. Wherefore I fay (and that truly) that 
God loueth this noble fruite exceeding well, the colour thereof pleafeth him : fee 
therefore that you prefent him therewith^ he loueth the taft thercofjWhcrefore lee 

him feed vpon i t in this thy fpirituall dinner. 

Cap. 8. You know(Madames) that a woman cannot haue a pleafantcr thing 
in her hand,thcn a goodly faire pofcy<This moneth of March yceldeth a tolly for* 
wardnefle of trimme pones: for in March groweth the fwect Violet of an heauen. 
1y colour,axure,and blew. Wil you therforc carry this Lent and at al 1 other times^ 
a faire and pleaiant pofcy in your hands , which (hall al waves giuc a fwect fmell' 
Then take the Violet in March,which isthe vertueof hiimilitiet for I alTu"re you,ic 
is a vertuc highly pleating God,& profitable for the foule. The March Violet &c. 
- Chap. 9. Prunes alfo are neccterytotumim outa dinner, and therefore they 
muft be had.By thefc Prunes which arc black and ful of good iuyce,is vnderftood 
abftinence from finne, mortification of the flefli,and bodily fafts. 

Chap. 10 After this they fet Figs on the tabic for a fecond feruice ; wh'teh are 
both good and whol(bme,getting a man a good ftomackeand a fweet breath : B 




thefengs may be vnderftood the memory of the holy paffion of Chrift^ whic 
ftren^theneth the ftomackc, and makesitablc to digefttribulations,tcmi>tations, 
griefcs,labours,mclancholike paflions,and yceldt th a fwceiand plcafant fmcll. 

Chap.ii. Yet this is not all, for if we would feed more liberally ,wc muft haue 
Almonds alfo. Phyfitians fay that the bitter Almond is wholfomjer then the 

fwecte , andthcrefore I willfpcakeof them: I fay then^hat we muft ndtfbrbeare 

to eate thefc Almonds,albcit they be bitter . Some there are who take the fwecte 
and leaue the bitter: and y tt they are not Co wholfome.FoV that which Miftaftfull 

and vnpleafant to the palate,may do the heart good . By thefc bitter Almonds I 



vnderftand the remembrance of death, of thelaft lodgement, and of thcoainesdf 



hell, which muft accompany our Lent dinner 

Chap. 12. Thehony which we eate in Lent is a precious thing, and chiefly for 
<he damcs.The Philofopherfaith,that hony is like gold. Byhony I vndcrftirtd no* 
thins? elfe but a heauenlylife and conuerftrion : for the Jife and cpnUcrfation 
whicli iwe ought to Icade,efpeclaHy in this holy tiitveofLM muft proceed Wd 

di ft ill from heauen as good and precious hony ' 
* Chap, i After our fine white mancricr We may notfbrt>et ftmnds^nd Wirte: 

tor they are the beft part of the dinner. By bread and Wide We vndcr ffcmd the Ob* 
taming ofthe ioyes ofheaue>nd by the fimnels faith , which we Might totaWh 

oncGodiCratorofheauenandcarth,^^ 

pcarcth 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. ^7 
peareth plainly in the ftrrincll which hath 3 .horns of corners* all which arc but on* 
and the fame thing by effence of nature. Simher,trferc are i imnete made of ano- 
ther famion,viz.like mehalfeMoonejhauingonfy^tWohotnWjfignifytngthc two 
natures 6f Chrift, hisdiuinirrc and humanitiei Nowall this wemuftconftantly 
bcleeue vpon paine of damnation : Befides»parents ate to teach it their children, 
Preachers the people,and fchoolmafteis their fcholleis,efpecially in the holy time 
of Lent , according as fimnels are then giuen children to eate And a litle after^ 
There arc two kindesof wine, white and red: the white figniifieth the hope which 
is in Chrift Iefus j and the red,the loue which he hath {hewed Vs in purchasing of 
the forefaid glory . The bread whereof we fpeake,was baked m theouenofthw 
louc which is his precious fide,wholly inflamed with the louc of mankind.Con- ^ 
cerning the wine and the nature thereof (to omii his two colours) it is ftrottg, and 
tafteth well . By the ftrength of it, we may vnderftand the low* which God hath 
borne vs,in laying downe his life for vs: and by the taft,the hope which he hath g 
uen vs to afcend to heauen,if we wil be careful to performe good works and efcef- 
cife our felues therin. And a litle after^This wine is of two colours, whire and red : 
therefore it is faid, Diletlus mem ctndidm & rubimdut , tltftn*** mitUbta \ The 
White tcacheth vs the way to heauen,fbr i t giueth good couVage to a matt, legs of 
wineandboJdnefTeof ioy.Thered fharpeneth the wit and vnderftanding, and 
helps the r>icm or y> to remember that the precious bloud of Chltft jgurtied out of 
hisfid«^r our faluation.This wine is chiefe of choife amongall liquors tkfthttx 

wfffibm. 
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and wel fy[<$d.KingSattm*x doth makeof itand (tlleth it^as \t is faid in the Can- 
ticles s D4^ tibi vinum condltum . The merchant and factor for thefe Arbmatickfc 

drugs/pfeesand confoc^,is my Lot d Saint Pauli who like a painefull merchant 
brought cliem out of afarre countrey > viz.out of heauen. By thefe drugg<*,/pr ~ 



and predotittonfecto^ °* Paradife,CirtWanion 

and fuch likedaintie de&ateS , Hfre vnderftand infinite diuerfitie Of glory f h hea- 

uen which S.Pa«lbtmkht with himfrom thence j when he Was rapt vpimo the 

third^auen v ^nd that in fuch abundance , that it could not be contained m the 

»,iv^ F .s hear t i' «s it is faidyKif^* *rc*na qui mn licet homintltftt. H*e i» 

famhtlshfakdit m^mramtbmiikgeMibmfii MyLordtf>**/faw theioyes 

otli^Hirtd rheglbty th^ 

niflcence^ as the 5 httrt Of man cannot by meditation cpneeiae or vnderftand. 
Theft celeftiaU ioy«4h€ Apoftle fold to King ^w,atiiiciAp6thecary, that is, 




toarrtatfo 




latiuelife 

^eates wiland finely dfc ffed 



Cfia^ tf lfa man wold haueg6odbrot^^ 
hfctnaftlb^mpronidegoodc^forGenrietn.» 

wSX« men any other-j. torjhey mfp ire more 

Slw^X eheS % i becaufe <\M 



and Icame more heauenly admonitioni tat ^ m 5^. kl ^L,:: 



diflics in 

vfe. 
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THE FIRST BOOKE. 
ucth in filh and herrings broy led on the gredy ron.Saint Ufa the Euangelift t>oy- 

led fct fiftu Saint Penny s and Saint Cofme 4 baked part ies out of the ouen : , for they 

were caft into fornaccs. Sundry jothers there be which ferued in fryed fifli j o: they 
ate fuchas wer e boylcd in great coppers and caldrons, for the name of Ghrift. 

Chap.iS. InLcntalltheveffcllis icouredandmadecleanejpp^^glaiTeSjand 
caldrons. The table is alfo couercd with a fayrc white cloth , and cleane napkins 
kid therconj which duty belong to young girles, women fcruams,ajid waiting 
maids : therefore in imitation of the Virgins of heauen ,. we ought to elcanle our 
veflels (as potyglafles, and caldrons) that is, our hearts. For doubtleffc we feeth 

carnall defircs i n our flefli . Wherefore chaftity and deanlineflc ought to bring in 
the white table doth and couer the table. 
Chap, i p. When a man hath fed well of all thefe difliesj fuppole he hath had 

a competent refe<&iort:(b that there remains nothing but tolay grace. But in ftcad 
ofgiuing than'ks , they make the dice trowle vpon the tables ; onedefoes.toplay 



at dicc,or cards? another takes a lute and playes wanton & lalciuious fongs>rouds 
and borne py pes. And fo in (lead of faying grace and giuing thanks to God; they 
honor & feme the diuell the inuentor of all thole games and fports.Do you know 
what the tables fignifie whereat you play? By the tables which you open after you 
are well refrefli eclwith bodily food (not with fpir ituall)is vnderftood hdl» which 
fliall be let wide open for you when you arefatiate with your finnes , and then 
(hall the tablemen be turned , tumbled, and tofled one vpon another : .that[i$,thc 
foules flialbe tormented withdiuers and fundry torments, fpccifyedby.th^fun- 

dty points of the tables, and the often remouing of the rablcmen fionw^point 

to another. Tranfibunt ab aquU niuim ad cakrim riwuum * For the pameWhpll 



diucr(c,&c 





Chap.ao. Andas for thofc which play vpon the Lute, and fingrjbajd 
baudy tongs , in ftead of laying gracc 5 doubtleiTethey much forget thc^riejue«| 
leeingwc are a II bound to giu c God thanks forehc benefitcs iwc rccciuc at our re- 
pair from his liljcrall and bountifull hand. And here I win mew thofc thaj louctQ 
play Vpon the Lute and other inftruments , vpon what Lute they ought 9> play. 
Marine then k as a Lure hath feuen ftrings, fo itis hollowly the feueaftrtogs m 
meant the feuc petitions of the /W w>r,with which we muft giue Godthanks. 
FortheP^rw/Msthcbeft formeof prayer that euer was feene: ftftSmnfr 
contained whatfoeuer is needfcry for vs. Like wife the feu<m ftrings %nj&? thefe 
fcuen vmu« J'ryden^ 
ty,( which we ought to bauc and topray tba* God.wold giue w.) or thsftfiflni fie 

tlie y.vertues oppofite to thefeaucn deadly fi^viz. ^m$tie,Chajj% AWi- 

pe^ce r Diligerice,:Libcrahty ^haftityi and Patience. Thefear< t hc fe m flyings 

Whtfh we ouglit totfrike and play y pon before God, rendt/ng WmJ&antesanrf 
praifMl the Lent long ... The hollownefle of the Lute figuificth that m bear* 

flioq M empityed^ofall thlngs/*uc onely cfthe rcfoun^ofgqdlytbQHghtf, 

^dbauenlyp^ 
P "Flings whw 

y things^ind tohauenootherrcfonanccWrffl^dth^htsand fuch hzucn 
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^ap.ir. As \l m abouttp^c mypeiwfemih^^^Burpc^pftBrfh 



gy^ke,onc of my nephcweiftid vmo mt& vncle,vw^L&^|^ 
tw^M^^Mw which m^^vS^ffh 



CHAPTER XXXVII. m 
I) thou faift true my boy . Whereupon I tooke my pen againe arid writas follow- 
cth. None can be ignorant that lwectcmeatcs arc eaten at night, vpon foiling 
dayes,in ftcad of a fupper: we ought in the time of fading to be fpiritually excerc£ 
fed,and therfore I think it good when we are difpolcd to taft,to eate fweet meates 
at night, which I will here giue you . By fpirituall contecls, I vnderftand perfeue* 
ranee in a good courfe.He tannot befaid to f aft all Lent, that breaketb otf hisiaft 
for two ot.threedaycst buthemuftwftfull forticdayes : that i^ it is not enough 
for him to abftaine from finnc certaine dayes onely , but he inuft coritinue,and 
perfeuere in well doing. Jguijerfetierauerit vfque^fnm^mt$niifiiverh/on^ 
condemn Ab 'tvur, And becaufe perfeucrance in obedience is fo riecefla 
my poorc opinion) not vnfitly compare it to thc round confaftjfdr rourtd n« tig 
nihethperfeuerance ,' feeing that a round figure hath neitherU^inning nor end 
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this letter O made in forme of a confeft 

6 But ileauing thc reft of thefe Lenten fubtilties to curious heads, whichde- 
fire to vnderftand more of this trimfcience (leeing I haue ftiewed rhem the place 
where they may find them,) I will come in the next place to the fubtilties cohtai* 

ned in the rules as well of the religious beggars, wallet- carters and rogues,as of the 
reft of that rable.Howbeit my pur pole is not to difcourfe of the fubtilties of euery 
order particularlysit fliaU fufnee to fpeakeawordortwo generally of them all,and 
after to intreate of fomc of them in lj)ecial.Here then let vs note,that when we lee 
either white>blackc or gray Frier, be he befmeared or fmoaked, rtiytred or clcane 
brufhed • yet is there not fo fmall a rag in all his array, vnder which there lieth not 
hidden fome jgreat myftery. But how is it polfible(may fomefay)but that if they 
be contrary one to another in their attire, there ftiould alio be a contrariety in the 
y fteries thcmfeluesfFor example, if girding with a cord note perfection , then 



doubtles a large broadcthong with brauebuckles^arniflied with gallan 



muft needs fignifie imperfeclion,as thole which xhe Jugupnet wcare. And how 
ftiould thefe fubtilties agree in fuch contrarietic ofcolountf Befidcs allthis,where- 
in is it(almoft)that one diftgrecth not from another? For one goeth barefoot,an. 
other wcareth half a paire of breeches^nother a whole patre:onc wearcth latlced 
ftioes another cleanc couered: one hath fliocs of the platne hide like Irifli brogs, 
another hath woodden (hoes properly called fabbtsor clogs : fomc ride, fonie go 
on foot. Some haue their cowles pointed,others haue them round.-fomc long, o- 
thers fliort.Somcare but gentleman bald,others as bald as coots: fome are fliatien 
aboue the earc,fome vndcr s a third fort haue but a tuft or t wo» Some haue mony , 
and fome haue none: fome eare flefli ,and fomc eate none. Howbeit they which 
brag of their skill in thefe fpeculatiue fubtilties , dcuife all thc meanes they can to 
make thefe contrarieties accord togcthertthough I feare me it is but labour loft. 
True it is indeed,in fome particulars they may eafiiy be accorded: as in this , that 
thc/^meareblackeinthcirvppergarments,andwhit^ 
contrarily weare white aboue and Wkc vnder : fo that it may be fa id, that as he 
iZ ™ weare the virgin Maries liuery (for flic reuealed it to S.Dmmtcke) lo the 
cSrweare Eli I and *li*em Hueries:So that as they with thetr attire pleafe 

tZZZXnl thefe pleafe *eir fbu ndreffc. An<J if it be true that by the fu bull 

SSbriSnSSSrftS %> Mary) the white hood fignifies purine and vir ; 

out wardly . And verily if they could as wel agree 
EhlS in this, we fliould haue 

par- 



SSStoto there «c fuch differences among rhem 
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particular* , that the bcftanfwer(in my conceit) which can he made to (lop the 

nwuthesofaUgainfayers (touching thcdiucrfitiesor contrarieties m their orders) 

were to fay that as they hold not one way, fo neither do they make account to go 
to one place, namely into the fame heauen. And that there arc indeed many Im- 
perial! heaucns,according to the opinion and doctrine of the Friers, may^ppearc 
byccruincplacejjintheb<)okeofC^m///V/^ atleaftwilc wc may boldly fay, 
they held this opinion,viz. that there was one heauen for eaters of flcfli aad ano- 
ther for eaters of lift. ■ ■ " .„ : t : 

7 Notwithftanding Ieauing the cenfure hereof to others, I w 1 H onely par- 
ticularize the fed of the Minorite Friers (otherwifc called Corddiers or Francifcms) 

becaufe it is holden to be the perfctfeft of all the reft, as being the onclyieei that 
is canonized and regiftred in the fixt booke of the Dccrctais.ax Clementines . But 
considering that there arc fubtilties to be found as well in their habits as in their 
courfe of life, I will fay nothing of their habits or attire,faue onely of i"he cord and 
breeches 5 becaufe in them lieth the moft profound (peculation . Firft then,this 
cord is expound<?d by fome to (ignifie pcrfeucrancc, in that wc vie to bind them 
with cords whom we feare will runne away : and according to other ipeculatiue 
braines.it fignifieth diligence,becaufc that when a man is gitdcd,his gowne trou- 
bleth him not fo much in running as when it is loofe. Lo here the allegoricall fig* 

nificatton of the whole cord. Let vs in the next place confider what euery knot 
fignifieth apart bv itfelfe. The loweft knot (which often traileth on the ground) 
tnyftically figniftes canonicall obedience: the knot in. the middeft (which by 
reafon of often handling is commonly more greafie then the reft) by a myfticall 
Antiphrafis,puri tie and chaftitie:and the knot aboue( wherewith they gird them* 
fclues hard)their ftrait and extrcarae poiiertie . And as for their breeches, albeit 
they be diucrfly allegorized, yet the common rcceiued opinion is,that they figni- 
fie the iwcet odour of the facrificc of obedience , becaufe they are vfually perf u- 



\ 



med with a moft horrible fmell. 

8 Touching their demeanour and actions in their order, I will make choifc 
onely ofa few,without adding the expofitions of their fubtill fignificationsjas ha- 
uing not found them in any Doctor. By their demeanour and cariage in their or- 
der,! vnderftand the ceremoniall cuftomcs of their order or rule. But becaufe the 
forefaid breeches are(asitwcre)thcfhireft flower in their garland (either becaufe 
they hclpc to go: women with child,or for fbmc other reafon) I will firft beginne 
with them. We arc therfore to know,that it is cxprefly forbidden the Frahcifeans, 

vponpenattie ofa heauy curfc, that they neither come nor go, eatc nor fleeepe, 
preach nor fay MafTe without their breeches, asbcingmyftically incorporate to- 
gether with the habit; only when they gall them betweene the Iegs(as tometimes 
it falls out in trauailej they are permitted to put them for a time into their lleeucs. 

Moreouer,in the yeare of probation , before they take vpon them the profeffion 



of Monkery, they learne to hold one finger in the bottomeof thcglalTc when they 



drink,or to hold it with both their hands,to lookc downe to the ground jto coun- 
terfct wiy necks , to hide their hands clofe within their ftceucs , to make an hypo 
criticall incUnabo or ducking in the Church & elfewhei e,bowing downe the head 
and heauing vp the taile,with an euen proportion \ as alfb to kifTe the ground,tO 
kneelc downe before the patres, when they chance to meete them : to kifle their 
hand,cord,or feet,if they make not offer to kifTe them. I omit to fpeake of Cabbi- 
ges,which they caufc their poore nouices to fet with the rootcvpward : asalfo 
deadftickes,wluchtheycaufethem to water- and great bones which they make 

them 
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tli cm csxty in their mouthes • v W »«^*^^ H » a% « BAaiHrvA WA vuivi uawav? Mtivm\u %j\ 
faid lohn CMenard(m a J>ooke ih'titoleJTK ruteanJordtrofthc Franc ferns 
man that could fpcakeand Wdt*Qf thi^rgutnentj as^rellas another, confidering 
he was one of this order. Albeit in the end (through the great grace and raercie 

of God)heie*te^e\a^ 

fubtilties,befides a number ofothers whicti he recordethi V v 

9 To conclude , if haply ( gentle Reader) ■ thotr be not yet fully fatisfied 
with thefe fubtill (peculations , or that 'thOiihaddeft rather heare them in rime 
then in prole : Ihaue found fome fuch to content thee, where mention is made 
of the fighificatiort of Bifhops Mytets i > whetebf Itiaue fpoken fomewhat be* 
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L auk frUfirplu bla'ncdenok 

Vtifkm macule &fam noU, ' » 
Bam'ttrcde deux parts cor nuti 
Science certaine abfolue - 
Vu t oiell& mukeau Teflamtns 
let ga»J,desfacre& fatremns 
Sincere Administration. 
La croffejainc attraction 
JDebrebiiavrayefaflure* 
La croiXylet littres/Efiriture^ 

VesbumainesatftQftm, 
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Auecques let affticHions y 
Leianenemens ftgnifUnU 
Votta bit cap bars fe wnfitnt 
far belles contemplations. 

That is. 
The Albc an 

A life xoithouien jlatne orfpot 

The horned Myter represents • 
Full knowledge in both TettamenU. 
The gloues that bene all new and white j 
Handling the Sacraments aright: 

The Crofters flap moft plamljjhewesj 
Reducing of their ftrajed ewes* '/>< ! 
The croffijbookesfcripture^oportend 
ofmensdeftresthedoubtfrUend. 

Behold what trujl and deept demfes 

Thefe V relates haue in their difguiftt. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 



Horn churchmen gdthered great Jlore of riches by their fi*tfitcka> 




tfpecUttiitttheddyesofourforefdthersi undof their 

fhmekjpLJ ltd intollerdbte t+ 

uctoufnejjc. 

» 

% 

]? wc confider a little more narrowly the cunning flcights where- 
with the Popilh Cleargie abufed our aunceftors , andabufc many 
cuen at this day :we(hall find that all of them/rom the leaft to the 



preatclUiauc fcrued the to this cnd,w bring the moulterto their mill. 

And that that which feemeth to vs (and not without caufe) robe 

fboiifh and ab(iird,(to lay no more) feemes to them very excellent , and groun- 
ded vpon good reafon,whcn they cOnfidcr the profit that accrews tathem there- 
by : fo that whatfocucr could poilibly be allcadged or laid to the contrary, was but 
fo many waft words fpoken in the wind,becaufe it was fpoken againft their bellies 
which had no eares : which Is truly verified of others alfo , according to the old 
proucrbc. And we may well thinkc that they kept this, auncient laying alwayes in 
memory: luoi bontu odor t ex re qualtbet: Came is good, whence foeuer gotten . Nei- 
ther may we doubt but that thofe proud Prelates (who would needs be termed 
pillars of the Church) when they were finely flouted and nicknamed pliers and pol- 
lers of the dWf £,deuourers ot Crucifixes^Canualers of Requiem^ Abbey-lubbers, 

loyteringand lazy lozelSjhypocrites and rauenous wolues,wouldfay with the Co- 
uetous Athenian in Horace^ 

tpultssme Jibilat 3 at mihiplaudo 
Jpft domiftmul ac nummos con temp lor in area. 

For they were; mocked and derided of old,as fliall be declared in the chapter next 
enfuing', and verily they were then grown more impudent then old filthy bauds. 
And here comes to my remembrance , what a Monke at Slots told certain good 
fcllowcs,who derided him and his orderjThcfeculars (quoth he)fhal ncuer mock 
the Chprch-mc lb long as the Church-men haue mocked them. Which he fpakc 

in regard of thole fine trickes of conucyance,wherwith rhey had deluded the filly 

worj&folong,leadingmenbythcnofc,likeBearcs, orBuffes. True it is indeed 

that in lb laying, he fpakc not fo outragious wickedly as P<fpe Leo the tenth, who 
anfwerin e Cardinall Bembus (aUcadgingaccrtaincplaceoutoi the Gofpell)iaid, 
o what riches m hdue gotten by ttti fable of ChrifllDoubtkttc y as for riches this wic- 
ked milcreani: lycd not : howbeit he mould haue fpoken moft truly if he had laid, 
o whdt richeshdue we gotten bj dbufing the ndtne ofChrift And vcrily,it is almoft in- 
credible, hmv great the wealth and riches of the Clergic was : confidering that 
which BaptiUd Fulgofiu* (though a fauourer of the Roman religion jrccordethof 
one Peter Rums , who being a Fryer of the order of the Minorites , was created 
Cardinall by Pope sixtus the fourth. For he faith that he was not contented to 
haue his eownes of cloth ofgold, andthecoucrings ofhis bed of cloth of gold 



like w ifc jbut no: fo much as h is fetherbed ticks but were of cloth ofgold- and his 
other furnitu re,all of cleanc filke.Befides,he affirmeth that at Pome he maclea fcaft 
to Eleanor ofArrdgon, as (he was on her iourncy going to many the Duke offer, 
tdrd called H ecules & Eft , wherein were fo many fundry forts of meates and dain- 

tie 
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tie difhes > i that it lafted for the fpacc of feuen hourcs. And left his gudh mould 
haue bene wearied, hecaufed fundry plaies to bc a'cledwhiift they were at table. 
Andamongft other magnificences which he vfed^is was not th'cJcafr that cue* 
ry feruitor at eueiy new courfe tookea new futh Yewll this is nothing to that 
which afterward he rcportcth of the laid Cardinals whore (or concubine) called 
Tirefayiz. that hekepther publickly^ in fuch fumptuous manner, that flic wore 
Ihoocs let full of pearlcs and precious ftones.Hc thatdoubteth or the truth of ibis 
rcport s may reade Fulgofm lib. 9. cap.*, where intreatfog dthotnfotm Uxu atque 
dehcijsfrc Ipcakcth of it, as of a thing which at that time was ndtorioufly known* 
to all the word. Buttoreturne to PoflLeofivho maiuailed at thcricbes which this 
fable (as belaid) had brought them 5 hbw(I befcechyou )did hcentich himlclfe 
and fill his coffers by oneonely Croifado, when a Framifcan of M/«i(ca!led Sam* 
fon)by the inoney which he had (craped together by that meancs , could offefcan 
hundred and twenty thouland duckats for the Popedome? And if be, offered ih us 
much , how much ( may we thinkc ) had he gained befides < Fat it is not to.be 
thought but that he would keep a meafe for AUtfo n. irt ftore,and referue fomeflire* 
ty round fummc againft a hard winter. Now if the vafials were lb rich.what may 
we iudgc of their Lords and Mafters?Howeucritbe,they haue verified! (we fee) 
thcforelaid Prouerbc ( lumping in opinion with the moft villanous vfurers) tj)at 
thefauourofgaineis good, whencefoeucr itarifttb 1 which was then more truly, 
verified then euer before, when they Would needs incrcafe their reucnucs by the- 

hire of harlots. And now (gentle Readetjconfidcr a litle, whether that be not truer' 
which 0«/</laith(as we mu ft needs eonfefle) 

Turpe fori reditu cen fas augere paternos* j 

That is, 

Bdfegdbiejto rdife ones ftdte, by lone of luff* 
Confider(I lay) what a fliamc it is, that the Romifli Saint Peters and Saint Pauls 
ftiould haue part of their reuenues from them which get their li uing by fuch m> 
ferable fweat of their bodies^ and that fo profane a thing ( which is a fliame once 
to namc)fhould be conlecrated vnto them as a holy thing.True it Is indeed 4 in the 

time of Pope Paulus the third,the numberof the forefaid lufty laftes was wel aba- 
ted • for there were in his regiftcr but fiue and forty thoufand ^ as hiftorians who 
haue written of theliues of Popes do conftantly afhrme. And certcn it is,that the 
name Courts fan ( being the moft honcft Synonime that can begiuen a whore).had. 
his original! from the court of Romc^ namely,from thofe religious Dames which 
conuerfed fomewhat more then familiarlyatbcdand boord with the Romifli 
Prelates.Now this difcourfeof PopiHi riches puts mein mind ofu fermon made 
by a Monke o (Ga fco/ne, wherein he affirmed that ^intichr/fl at his coming would 
vie large liberate, fparing ho coft to win the hearrs.of men vnto him:in a word, 
that he would fow filuer* gold in the very ftreets. Which words made a Gafcoms^ 
teeth(vvho was one ofhis auditors)fo to water, that he cryed out aloud :E dm .qua 
bier a edaauet bon figno <t AnticbrifiM is,0 Lodjvhen mtltha tgoOA \ gentleman An* 

^ ^If tlifi ^xw^^^whorecric was to be piticd^had bene »for«>«J 
who this AntichriU was,he would neuer haue asked the cotton when Antichrtft 
fliould come:but wold haue craued commendatory letters to carry to htm. How- 
beitXhooucd him to tone fome craft (if he were not «P^£™ n 
fore) of thofe bywhommenarewonttocomcinfauourwithhisHolinefTe. 
tore) ot tho e ^ Chutcbmert , fo addided to the wpr Id, and retume 

to and at bettors, vfing in this behalfe the *^f**g& 



SeS^ very parings of their nails,they vfed that in como fpccch,which 
bXlTp ^ircd before their eyes. For they did notpnly take of Ackuing 

MmZ* ead\ they polled their children to thethir^ and fourth, y« ejien to 
Sgene^k n.Buf whatgtcat mcanesbad the) rtorifcft this ^Sur^thefine 
feX which they vfed,werlthe readieft way : m the world for this purpofe The 
& of whteSwc know is infinite: and merforc no mar ud if their wealth and 
S w^re infiiii*. Amongft others, this was moft tonse that they foould vfc 
Sadas a mcancs to pilland pollc both the lining and thcdcad ; of whichonely 
mv Sofe is to intreatc ac this prefcnt.Now this meancs hath two pam(as there 
a*t Wofor ts of dead men ) the fir ft is,by the dead wh ich are canonizedjthe fecond 
bv thofc which are not i And with thefc latter I will begin this prefent difcourfe. 
Ifav then that wheras heretofore they made their kitchins hot,by vfing(dr rather 
abufin^thc bodies and foulcs of the canonized Saints : now of late time they haue 
Mpen iheir market oncly by the goods,and foules o uch as they brought out of 
p« mxork , to menace and affright thofe that would not come off roundly in 
pavfne their pence.For the beft Height (weknow) which finglefoled Ptiefts and 

Monks had in t heir budgets,was taken in former time,and is at this day hx>m their 

Requiem : WitnclTc, that forme and phrafeof fpcech which is common amongft 

the Allom hire fur it premier cuir qui wdra.Let vs make good chean at the cojt of the 
fir(ifouU that goes to Purgatory. WitneiTe alio the Curate which complayncdto 
his parimioncrs in this fort. Alas,what would you haue me to do, 6 my panflno- 
ri'eiVybu bring me no offerings, and I fee none of you die : how (hall I hue ther 
thinkeye? But if after they had luftily chanted their r^«*>w, they had not fdme- 
thine eiuen them (according to their defire) that they might fing Gaudeamus^ they 
werlhorncmd/is if thediuel had bene among the m^and then the foulcs of thole 
poorc Purgatoiians for whofe fake they had fong fueh a fhort and filly requtemfz 
turtred backe to be reuenged of their children, kinfmen, and friends, which gau( 
not the priefts occafion to fing fo luftily for thcm,that they might not be fo cruel 
ly tormented in Purgatorie: (as we fee in ancient Poets, both G rceke and Latin 
how the foulcs ofthe dead returne backe to curfe and reuile thofe which haue no 
done their beflendeauorfas -they (hold; in performing fuch rites,as to their fune 
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..... appertained. ) Whereof we haue a very memorable example in the ghoft 
fpirit which the Franc/fiaxsot Eureux counterfeited: and another after that in the 
fpiritoftfrfowf, that is, in a Francifcan nouice, named HaUcourt^ who being hid 
vridcr the vault ofthe C hutch , counterfeited the ghoft of the Prouoft Marflialg 
wife. And w hy fofBecaufefforfooth jhe gaue but fixe crownes to the Francifcant 
ofthe place for interring of her : asalfoforthathauingaskedof him a little wood, 
he would giue them none. And here we are to remember the Francifcan of Bnr~ 
deaux (whom I mentioned before,) concerning the foules of Purgatorie, which 
laughed as often as any offerings were made for the dead. But becaulc the readers 
may hnply be cloyed with fuch a rablement of reports and tales of fpirits walking 
by nightjmd of theratlingnoyfes which they make ( efpccially about thofe that 
Me in bed) and of other fooleries which enfuc thereupon : I will fpcake no more 
tectcofjbut proceed to profecute a nother point. 

2 And 
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3 And that is touching canonized Saints , by whom the Cleargy reapes a 

double commodate , partly by their bodies, and partly by their foules : by their. 
bodies,in making relikes of them • by their foulcs,in vfing them for diuers offices 
and functions/nit of which they fucke no fmall aduamage. And firft concerning 
relikes, they were not content to make men worfliip the carcaflcs of fuch as were 
thought to haue led a more holy and religious life then their fellowes (as hauing 
fomc diuine vertue in them,) but further caufed them to adore the relikes of the 
very damned themfelues: witnefle an auncicnt Do6ipr,who faith,cflf «//<v<f« cor. 

for a adorantur in ten 'is ^quorum antm/t crnctantur in infer is: that is, The bodies of ma- 
ny men are wrfhtpped on earth jvbofe foules art tormented in hell. Which is manifeft 
by the Legend of SsJMartin^ where we readc that a damned foule was worfliip^ 
ped with high deuotion, as being thought to haue bin aSaint in heauen . 1 omit 
two other cofening knaueries, which wereordinary in this cafe$ The one, in ma- 
king fome poore Saint (who (God knowes) meant (imply and thought no hurt) 
belecue that when he was liuing he had halfe a dozen heads , two or three dozen 
of cares, as many hands, and as many armes and legs: which impofture was fuffw 
cicntly difcouered aboucfif tcene yeares agp,in a booke containing the Inucntory 
offundry relikes of diuers countries. Tbcother, when mcbody,or atleaftwifc 
fome member or bone of him that was called a Saint,could be kept no longer, in 
ftead of it they put the firft faire one that came to their hands,though of a male- 
factor that had bene hanged : yea fomctime the bone of an Afle, dog, or fuch like. 
As at Gencua, the relike which was worfhipped a longjtime- for Saint y^inthoniti 
„rme,was found in the end to be the bone of a Stag . . And though they had not 
vfed thefe fleights,yet to attribute the nature and propcrtie ofthe Godhead to ca- 

pointofnotoriouswickedncne in the hjehefWcgree. Forthough it 



weretrue,thattheyhadbcne.indeedthebodiesor#bonesof 
women , which had liuedih greater deuotion towards God then the vulgar Tor* 
vet they were but dead carcalfes for all that . NcpertljelcfTc confidenng we haue 
already Teene ho w vilely they abu fed theWordofGo^wlying it to wickedand 
abom.Ulewritings:nomaWlliftheyabufedthe^9^ 

whatfoeuer themfelues thought good . For not content — 



fhip the bodies of the Saints departed, or fome .parted member thereof, 
hev made their garments alfo, their moueables, thcTOples, &c.pai takers of the 
fame worm ipT^tis repotted that at Triers in the Abbey of 5. SJofeph* 
Z7Sc bene in reW ^ long time. And at 41* in Germany ^ wac ac- 
SntoMi breves, togethet with the virgin pw^fmocke by the 

SIS 

whiih was found in the crarcn wncri Lnrun^j (as I remember J 

borne) hath bene very famous ^^^£^J o0 ^ which 
But what (hall we fay to amore gW^ lh gain. su f k» 

caufed men to wotflup Hon* , «»™8«^ *57 yi ni jn u^utix^A at 
,vas ftoned to dea.h^As attbeb ^^^m^^W^ 
if M f^^^^SSSAA to death : one.of which 

wherewith they atemcd Saint Srt#<w» ww "™ was 
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was kept at the Augufline Friers in Poytien> another at Lmbak in mumte^nd o- 
thers elfewhere . And furely if thefc ftones wherewith Saint Steuct$ was ftoned, 
ought to be woi (hipped: how much more then they that ftoned him? And if the 
arrowes were worthy of this honour: how much more worthy were they which 

^°i th Butleft the Reader mould wonder too much at this foolcry,or rather bru- 
tifhnelfe , I will! here relate a certaine ftory, by which we may perceiue that the 
poorc people (filly foules) in the matter of relikes had neither fenfe nor rcafon : fo 
that their eftatc and condition was worfc then that of poorc blind men who dare 
truft thofc that kadc them . The ftory is this, (for we will do them this fauour to 
call it fo) .When NUodtmm tooke our Sauiour downe from the crofle , he gathe- 
red fome of his bloud,andput it in one of the fingers of his glouc (note here 
that "Hicodtmm wove gloues as well as we) with the which bloud he wrought 
many wonders rfor which caufe being perfecuted by the Icwes,he was glad to rid 
his hands of it by a ftrangc dcuice , which was this . He tooke a peccc of parch- 
ment,in which he writ all the miracles,and all that appertained to this fecret, and 
clofed vp the bloud together with the parchment in a great birds bill (the hi- 
ftorian hath forgotten her name) which when he had bound vp and fctlf d as well 
as hecould,hc caft it into the fea,commcding it to the prouidence of God, whofc 
pleafure was(as.thc ftory faith) that a thoufandor twclue hundred ycares after (or 
thereabout) this holy Bill hauing traucrfed all the feas from Eaft to Weft , ftiould 
arriue in ?{orm?indie in the very fame place where the Abbey of Becke is now fitu- 

ate« where being caft vpby the violence of the fea into certain fhrubs,it fo fortuned 

that a good Duke of 'hormmdy (one of the famous founders of religious houfes 
in thole dayes) hunting a Stagge nearc to the place* when the huntfmen were at a 
loffe,not knowing what was become either of the ftag or of the dogs* at In ft they 
found him in a bufh,kneeling vpon his knecs,and the dogs by him, all very quier, 

and vpon their knees alfb:(fbme write that they were faying their Pater nejier.) 
Which fpectaclc did ft> ftirVc vp the dcuotion of this good Duke , that he caufed 
the wood (where this precious Bcake and the icwel therein contained was found) 

to be difparked incontinently, and there founded an Abbey, which for this caufe 

is called the Abbey of itofo(whcrc they hauc this goodly miracle yet to be fecne) 
being fo rich,thatit may truly be laid thatthis Beake fed many bellies.Now if this 
onerelikcorfbmcrcmna'ntand remainder thereof did keep and maintained ma- 
ny idle bellies (yea fed thefc lubbers fo far, that they were nothing bur belly ) and 
notfooncly,but foinriched them : let the Reader iudge what abundance of ri- 
ches the rabble of other relikes hath brought vnto them , being fo many, that hi- 
therto they could neuer be comprehended in any Inucntory . And we may well 



conieclure how great they were,by thcflitines in which they were wont to be 

t • f. 1 • 1*1.1/* rf> « • ^ < . t r 



kept.For the ditches in which thefc carcaffes were layd,wcre of earth : to fpeake 
move plainly -of thefc pence which camcby kiffiog and adoring of them (or ado- 
ration,to fpeake more properly) they bought for them fine filucr houfes, gilt buer 
with gold. And though all relikes neither haue bin nor are atthisday enchafed in 
filuer or gold,yet I perfwadc my fclfe that there hauc bene few of them (at leaft of 
thofe which hauc had the better hap) which hauc not brought to thefe htickfters, 
the valueof a fhrineor very neare. Nowbccaufe all relikes haue not bene equally 

gain full and commodious vnto them , in that fome had not the lucke to light in a 
country fo addicted to miracles^let vs value thebeft fortof them but at an hundred 

thou&nd crowncs (though fome perhaps haue bene worth many millions) .the 

meaner 
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meaner fort but at threefcore rhoufand,thc worftfbrt butattweluc thoufand:and 
then gathering the entire fummc of them all (and yet of none but of thofe that 
are in frcfii memory) we may calculate how many thouland crowncs thefe relikes 
hauc gained them. 

5 Which account neuerthelcfle , doth not in any fort comprehend particu- 
lar relikes, which thefc pedlers or their mates caried with them vp and downe the 
countrey : (for thefe were often declaimed eucn by cleargy men thtnjfclucs, rai- 
ding in thofe parts through which. the fbrefaid pedlers patted.) Which open de- 
claiming of them proceeded partly fr^^ partly from tearej left the fimple 
people Ihould haue perceiued their iuggling in liich open and palpable knauerie, 
and fo fhould haue begun to haue fufpc&cd all the reft. And it is to be noted, that 
theforefaid knauifli companions did fo openly mocke and impudently abufc 
thefe fimple foules, in caufing them to worfliip rcliques; that if they had bene let 
alone, their trade in the end would not haue bene worth a ble we button, either to 

themfeluesor vnto others. For they were not content,- in opening their packes to 

fay (that I may omit common matters) Behold herein this viall is Chrifts bloody 
gathered from vndcr the croffe by the virgine tMarie . Item ,fee here in this other 
viall the tcarcs of Chrift. Item, behold here the fwadling bands, wherewith the 
virgine UWary fwadled him in JEgypu 1 tern , fee here the milkc of the virgine 
Otfaric. Item , behold here the haircs of the virgine CMarie . They were not (I 
fay) herewith contcnt,but grew to that height of impudency, that they made no 
bones to fay , In this box (but it muft in no cafe be opened )is contained the breath 
of Chrift, carefully kept by his mother from his very infancy. Among the reft of 
t his rout,we reade of a prieft of Ceuoti^ who coming out or the Eaft,boaftcd that 
he had brought with him the forefaid breath fro Betbletre, as alfo the horns which 
jto/whadonhis forehead when he defcended from mount Sway. Andalbeithe 
had bene told that he did too fhamcf ully abufc the peoplcin laboring to perfwadc 
them that he had thebreath of Chrift indecd,and thehorns otMofaiyct wold he 
giue them no other anfwer but this,that if they would not belccue that he had the 
breath of C&riftjmd the homes of M ^neither would he bclceue.that the milkc 
wh ich is openly (hewed at folcmne meetings at Genu, for the milkc of the virgin 
rtr»w* her milkeindeed. And this(I hope)may ferueto difcoucr vnto vs their 
particular impofturc in the matter of reliques i which we may well thinkehad 
no leiTe vcrtuc to make their kitchen hot, then that which was commonly pra. 

AX* C A 

' 6 ■ Thus hauing fecne what gaine Churchmen got by thebodies ofStmti Ac 

mrtcd /for we will for thn bnccTcomprBC all reliques vnda the reliques of men 
and vvonTen Saints,) it remaine.h dttUfew how they nnched *cmfHo« ly 
^irute (living thcfeluesas good husbands in this as m the : former. And m 
SZ^fn in his I will dom keft endcuourtothevttermoft: notwitl ftaemg 

blow 'fo fortunately vpon the \^^S^Sd conformity in fan- 
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worfliippcrs. For if the adoration of the heathen gods and goddeflcs, as alfo of 

men and women Saints by ihcm of the Church of Rome.bc well confidercd, we 
(hall find them to futc in all points,fauc onely in the maner or faenfice. As may ap- 
pcarc by thefe particulars. The heathen went to Apollo and Mjculaptus, as to the 
cods which made profeffion of Phyficke and Chirurgery : and do not they (I be- 
feech you)co to S.Cofmas & S.DawiantWhc S.Eloy (who is the Saint for Imiths) 
d*th hammer his irons 5 is he not in ftead of god Vn lean? And do they not giue the 
fame titles to S .George ,which in old time were giuen to UKars ? And do they not 
honor s. Nicholas after the fame manner that Pagans honored god ^cptune? And 
when S. Peter is made a portcr,doth he not reprcfentgod JantssfNay, they would 
fainc make the Angell Gabriel belecue,that he is god UUercury. And is not Pallas 
ihegoddcffe ofarts& fcieces reprefented vnto vs by S *K atherinef And hauc they 
not S.Hubert thegod of hunters,in ftead of Diana? (which office fome giue to S. 
Enftace.) And when they apparcll lohn Baptijl in a Lions skin,is it not to reprcfent 
Hercules vnto vs> And is not Saint Katberine commonly painted with a wheele, as 
they were wont to paint Fortune ? But there is yet a further matter to be confide- 
red,viz.that if we obferue the fables which arc written of the gods , we mall find 
that ccrtaine of their coufingcrmaines arc recorded in the Legends of the Saints: 
except we will fay.that it is But a fable being written of the Godsend a true ftory 
being written of thcSaints.For exam plc,that the ftory of the Dragon which was 
flaine by S.George is not fabulous, as that of CMcduja who was flainc by Per feus. 
But this they cannot dcny,that Boniface the fourth } of the Pantheonzx Rome^ that 
is,the Temple of all the gods,made Panhagion or All Saints 3 that is to fay 5 a church 
foraU thcSaims : and he further ordained, that the virgin (Mary the mother of 
Chrift,moi,ld hauc the place and office of Cyklcj the mother of all thegods.To 
proceed yet fu rthcr,albeit I haue exempted lacr ifices from the refemblance that is 
betweene the adoration of Saints,and that of the heathen gods: yet a man might 
find fome like (acrifices 5 if he would take but a litle paines to compare them toge- 
ther. Ho wfoeucr it bc,I remember one very fit for this purpofc,of a cotk which is 
offered (at lcaft was wont to be offered ) to S .Cbr/Jlopber in Touraine, for a certain 
*The white- *fore, which vfeth to be in the end of mens fingers . Wherein they obferue ano- 
ther ceremony (to incrcafcthcfupcrftition ofthepcople)viz.thathc muft of ne- 
ecflitic be a white cocke: for otherwife in ftead of making S.Chriftopber propitious 

and ftuourable vnto them by this mcanes,thcy mould offend him. And as for the 

ftcrificc of the Maffe,fundry writers haue plainly proued that it had his beginning 
from the heathen : as the grcateft part of ceremonies patched to thole that were 
in vfc in the Primitiue Church,haucbene borrowed from themryet foborowed, 
as they would ncucr rctui ne them againo. And it cannot be denied but that the 
heathen Poets were the firft inuentcrs,and the great maintainers of Purg3tory. 

7 But to Icaue this correfpondence, which is betwixt the Saints and the Pa* 
g<wgods('m fuch fort as hath bene (aid,) we will now profecute the functions and 
offices afwell of hecas of fhec Saints, to the end it may appearc, that the heathen 

hauc dealt more confidently herein then the Popes creaturcs.For though they had 

a multitude of gods,asgrcar,mcanc,and littlcgods(as there arc of Saints)yet they 
made confeience fo to diuide offices and functions amongft them , that th eir fb- 
ucraignc god Jupiter fliould hauenothing to do,exccpt he wouldgo (hoc the go- 
ilingjas though he had bene a Nicholas Nemo.and had ftood onely for a cypher. 

Whereas the Popes creatures without any refpect of this 1 at all , haue fo tmployed & 
bufied their Saints with the managingof all their affaires ( both great and fmall) 

that 
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that mey hauc paflol Gail oucr, leaning him nothing to dojb&tohely to raine^ 
(how, taile ana thunder. And now. MhS they will inieeds haue Saint Genneukfsn 
(her efpeciaJly at Park ) to beftirre her ftumps iahaftening him tocaufcrainf, 
when there is agreat drought :as alio to kaue rayning when it.pourethdowrt too 
faft,and iron tinuethouet long. And as for the thunder and the jhunderbolts^ftinc 
Barle ( whom they haue made theit Saint for 1 hatqucbuziers ) hath by the 6inc 
meanes obtained this office to beatc bockethc blowcsofthethundcrbolti True 
it is, all- do not agree who that Godi Giouldtbe which thundr«h»andhurlcth his 

bolts abroad,cauling ftorm and temped for fomehaue thoughtthat al proceeded 
from the diuehandthcreupon haue v^coniur^tionsogainftwmpeftsfoppbfing 
themfelucs to the diuell hcrein)as. thoughhc werethe caufc ofcthc indeed, At*or- 
ding to which pei fwafiorvi certain Pricffc of Sauof hauing brought the confecraccd 
hoft to lay a tempeft , and perceiuing that he preuailed nothing^hreatned to caft 
it into the dirt,if it were not ftronger then the diuclbtaking it foraconfelfedtruth 
thatthediuell wasthecaufe thereof. iHowbeit the common faying whereby wc 
cxprefle a hideous noy fe, viz. There was fuch a noyfethat a man eoMnot heanCod 
thundering from beauen, doth confute this opinion. There is yeranothcr particu- 
lar wherein the heathen fecme to deale more honeflly then the Popcsxreatures, 
viz.in that they haue not fo lightly efteemed any of their gods asthey hati* done 
many of their Sainton making one to keepe gcefc, another ffieepe^ndtruJ^oxbnj 
and another fwine. Which Saints a French gentlewoman reinanbring^ lier 
fetoeft, could notbuttcllher Confcflbr, that foe feared left when fhcc&mcto 
heaucn fome filthy beaft mould be committed to tier chargc andcuftody/ wher.u 
Soke no pleafurerbut mould be right glad,if Ore methane fome pretty p^ 
pies Weeping, to whom (he had bene already accuftomed.But we mufUiotbe 
t ice asthis Imtlcwoman was,who(fo farre as a ma n may come W 
too much of hermerits : othcrwifetoe wo uidhaue thought her feif weil *> hau^ 
beneThea^ the fame condition ^^^^^SS 
T wiH ft t do w ne in their proper p!ace.For my pUi is to obferue femctnddiode 

Tn ^hffi«^AJfefc farre as'poffibly 1 can 'in . i ^ 
J 17Z order And verily I cannot deuifc a better order , then to diuidethem 
^ ™n?es cX I haue obferued in my booke intituled the conforms 

«wh«c I haue touched *m point ma word 

cure this or thatdileale,^ ^° • p ' hvfitian f or fooks , hiumg tdation 

hereupon they hauemade ^^^ly^ which feme 

to theW» word *^S£7ta rn^id taSdnt^ 

French-men haue coined the word in J «e . M 

I* cureth the 6 fttSS V like may be 

but that they refpeded the original^ ^da»«ona tm 

fiid of Saint v<m* who that Saint ^mm cu- 

fons, coufingermans to the ft anB «^"X h ich is the Lunaficas weknbw. 
reth ill the difeafesof the head tegf o g™ mUed with the d«>p. 

So when Saint Brtmpt » made Wwlmm '» « . Aw) r hfwat)e „,y 

fie,they hane (1 talec it)confounded ^ e Lm* 

that istof the paps. Saint fifcri ot me r»j or ™ grow 
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glow in the fundament. And as for Saint iMain who healeth the fcab des mm$ % 
mihrftht hands , the words do not ondy found alike , but are the very fame. 
And whereas S.Genou is faid to cure the gout , it is becaufe this difeafe is for the 
mpft part 4H£aw#,that is,in theknce.And as fovS.Agnan(or A/gna)\t[% very pro. 
bablc that they which pronounced it S.T ignan, made this poorc Saint phyfitian 

of that filthy diifcale called La tignt^jhefiurfc .And there was the fame rcafon (in 

my judgement) in affigning trades and occupations to fome of the Saints : for ex- 
ample,whcn thef made S.Crepin a flioomaker and patron of fhoomakers and fow- 

tcrs , they had(no doubt) refpeft to the Latin word crepida (borrowed from the 



Greeke) which fignifieth apantoujk : fo that S.Crepin is as much in good French 



as S,Pantouflier y that is to (ay ^S.pantoufle maker. As for S.cfl/rt&r^whofe occu 
pation (if it may be called an occupation) is to fmirkc and fmile 5 ic will not out of 
my conceit,but that it cometh of the Greek word f<*/*>-,which fignifieth toUugh. 
As for their other Saints,thcy had refpe#(I take it)to the miferics which they fu£ 
fered whilcft they liued in the worldrof which we haue an example in S.SuJannt^ 
profeffing hcrfclfc to take pitie vpon thofe which fuffer the fame or the like op- 
probry that (he did,when (he was here vpon earth. And I dare be bold to fay,that 
lob vpon the lame ground was made a Phyfitian : but yet (by their leaues) they 
were too blame to make him a Phyfitian of the French pox (as if the botch which 
he had, had bene the pox) which difeafe (we know ) was not knowne in the world 
tilla few yeares before our time . As for fundry other men and women Saints, I 
fuppofe they were directed byiheirLegends,when thequefhon was of affigning 
them any function or trade of life . Howeuer it be,T will here fet downea beade- 
role pf others w hich I haue not named as yet in this laft catalogue, not forgetting 



their functions or vocations. And firft,as crept* is a flioomaker, fo S. Roch (who 
alfo cureth ccrtaine difeafes) is a fowtcr or cobler : S . Wendelin is a fhephcard : S . Pe. 
Uud( or according to othcrSjS.iW^ a neat-heard. Saint Anthonie a fwineheard. 
S.<7^r/r^arat.catchcr.S.^w^a baker.S.£/^a fmith. S.f/w&rtahuntfmanor 
forreftcr.S.Ztfka paintcr.S JWrM^a mariner. S.George a Knightat armes.S.rw 
a lawyer. S. Anne hclpeth men to find what they haue loft. S.Leonard fetteth pri. 
fon doorcs open for prifbners,and caufeth their fetters to fall from them. Befides, 
there are certain e Saints which bcare office in the.Court of hea uemfor one is Por- 
ter, another Yeoman of the Guard, another Groomc of the chamber, another 
Steward, another Secretary, another Chancellor, &c. But 1 will Ieaue the further 
profecuting of this difcourfc to fuch as haue more ieifure then my feif.Touching. 
Saints which are Phy fitians, it muft be remembred that they do not profeflc the 
cure of all difeaf es,as our Phyfitians do- but content themfclucs with the cure of 
one onely. S.Eu(rope (as hath bene faid) cureth the dropfie.S./<w&*and S. Valentine 
the falling ficknes (called alfo the Epilepftt or s.lobns euil.)S.Roch and S.Sebaftia» 
the plague (thoufch according to fome Do&ors S.Roch cureth oncly the fcab and 
fcurfe.) S.Prtr^//(r(S.P^daughter)curethallfortsoffcuers. S.Apollonia the 
tooth ach. S. Maturine the frenfie. S.Romaine cafteth diuels out of men polTefTed. 

S.Cofrus and S.Damta are not Phyfitians but Chirurgions , as appeal cth by that 

ramous and excellent cure of theirs recorded in their Legcnd,of which I haue al- 
ready ' fpokcn,vi2.how they vndertaking to cure one of their friends thbhs^o the 
end they might make quick difpatch,cut it off, and in ftead thereof put the thigh 
or a poorc blacke Moore, who (as we may imagine) died a litle before (as it were ) 
for the noncc,and very fitly for the purpofe. . 

ft Asfor oth » other men and women faints,he and (he phy fitians^bey muft 

pardon 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. $u 
pardon me(if they plcafe) though I do not here rcgifter their names mot becaufe 

I fcorne them, or doit to fparc paper, but forfcare left I ihould purchafe the dif- 
pleafure of the Colledge of Phy fitians: for if any of the Popes creatures being ficL 
(hould lcaue them and go to theforefaidSaints,a thoufand to one but they wold 
accufe me to haue marred their market. Another reafon which moueth me to de- 
fift from making this cataloguers for that thofe which haue written of the feuerall 
pifts,qualities and functions of the Saints,do not agree among themfelues . For 
lomc affirme S.Ferioll to be the fitteft in the world to keepe geefc:others,that this 
office belongs to S .Andoch .-others will needs beare vs in hand that neitherof them 
haue any skill therein, but that it wholly appertaines to S.Gallicet ^alkd by fome 
fancitu Gallus^ albeit others fay that it is not the fame. In like manner,albeit I faid 
before,that it is Saint Wendalm occupation to keepe fhcepe, yet I am not ignorant 
that many hold it to belong to S.Wotfe.But I can allcadge for my (c\{ y Vn£verfw t 
Wendlinus eufiodit oues,oitittm% magtjlros : (where it is to be noted,that the Poet 
hath curtailed this poore Saints name,becaufe it was too long for bis vcrfe.) And 
this is one of the authorities which I build vpon , in affigning this occupation to 
this Saint. But if it be lawfull for me to vfe conieftures in fo weightic a matter, I 
doubt left fome reied S. WenieUn^ for that his name lauoureth too much of the 
high Dutch : others contrarily like him better then S.Wolfe y becaufe itfeemes to 
them a matter prefaging fome ill fortune to commirfheepe to the keeping of one 
called Wolfc,vrcte he neuer fo good a Saint . And in very deed,if S.Wolfe would 
take my counfell,I would aduife him to change his name.Moreouer,there is fome 

controuerfie amongft them,whoitfhould be thatkeepcth lambes, (for when we 
foeake of the office of the Saints,thefe are two feuerall anddiftincl things,to keepe 
fheepeand tokeepe lambes) for fontefay it isS./^», others aifigne another guar- 
dian for them.The truth is,it is fcarce probable that SJobn fhould keepe lambes, 
feeing that the Lions skinne which be wcareth would make them afraid. Againe, 
S.Hubert (as fome affirme jkeepes dogstothers fay no 5 affirming that he is onely a 
hunter or forrefter,and no dog-keeper. Befides,many affigne the office which we 
mc\oS.Roch i \oS.Main i \x\ healing the itch and fcab.Howbeit his Protfoursaf- 
..rme that this office wasnoteiuentoS.M*»tf,but onely by luftie rogues which 
kept high wayesjfuborned by him to counterfct this euill . And as for healing of 
thegout(which we haue affigned xoS.Gcnou) many attribute it to S.Moure. And 
fomeamrmeit to be S.claire that healeth redeyes* others that itlsS.CUyre the 
woman Saintra third fort,that neither of them are employed herein, but thatS, 
Otitic (commonly called Otto) cureth all the difeafes of the eics. Whereas not with- 
ftandine theeood woman went to S.d4^for this end, and befought a Prieft to 
fav a Maffe for hcr,wherein he fhould call vpon S.cUire for the cure of her eyes, 
S Auertin of her head, S.Anthonie of her fwine . Which pnttcth me in mmd of a 
w «..k« of *** formerly mentioned (who isyet Huing, if fhe be not lately dead) 
who requefted a certaine fir John to put for her intohis Mafic a halfe peny worth 
or fine firthing worth of the holy Ghoft.But whether the teft.mony of this good 
woman be of a ny weight or not,I report my felfe to thofe who are better feene i n 
me Legends of the glorious Saints: wherein I can fay nothing but this that they 
which haue beftowed this vpon S.CUir (or S.clpre) to cure fore eyes,h ad an eve 
rthe Etymologieof their n amc(as they had tofundry others as vve haue already 
flieweSa man an noway better cure the eyes then by makmg them feccleer- 
v Uox^aS.^intin is one of thole Saints which cannot peaceably enioy bis 

^S&L, be other iaints which challenge the cunng of thecough 




woman 
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as proper vnto them. There are others alfo who thinkc it mud amnTc that S^f. 
XE (commonly called S.A ? ollm)toov\A cure the tooth-ake: affirming Saint 
cbifopher to be the true and naturall Phyfittan thereof . And furely for my part 
Ifubfcribe thereunto, and withall amrme,that it is much better befeemmg S.cfo. 

confiderinc his tooth (which is tobe tencztBeauuomnBeauvos/fyn ah, 

ooVh could neuer come neare it : for it is of that b.gnefcthat the mouth which 
Luld lodge but a browne dozen of them,muft needs be greater then the mouth 
of theereateft ouen'betwixt Torkc and W^Whatinfcrreyou hereupon , may 
fome fay^Dotr. it therefore follow that he mould be Phyfinan for the teethe Yes 
verily- becaufe that when he cannot get a tooth to fct in the roome of that which 
he pullech out Jie needeth but to take a litle peece of fome of his owne teeth. But 
I mould prefume too farre if I fhould take vpon me to decide fuch controuerhest 
and I hope the gentle Reader knowing my profeffion, will no t looke for it at my 
handsrefpeciallyconfideringthattheauthorsofalithefe fincfables can nomore 

teU what they fay then the man in the Moone . I will therefore content my felfe 
with this,that I haue fearched into the marrow of the matter as well as their grc* 

tcft Doctors, u • * i • 

9 Touching S.MichaelJ James ,5.C/W/w s (who lending their names to their 

pilerimcs,haue giuen them thenames of Michaetians Jacobins and clattdians)thcy 

are not tied by their taskc to any certaine worke as the reft ai e ; and therfore 1 leaue 

the difcourfe of them to fome other . There arealfo other Saints which feemc to 



haue bene deuifed vpon pleafureor malice , as S* 
(as they fay) for I know not what lickorifh meate 



kdijh, which fold his g 




io If any man fliall here aske mc,whcthcr thefe worm ippers of Saintsarc 
perfwaded that they can cure certaine difcafes which ordinary Phyfltians cannot 
do ; I anfwer,that they arc fopeifwaded indeed. And firft touching barrenncfTe, 
(which doth fo plunge Phy fitians and puts them to their trumps) there are many 
Saints which can eafuy cure it and make women become fruitfull by one onely 
deuout embra cing.For firft S.Guerlichou(\n the Abbey of thecitic Bourg de Diets, 
neare to Rommarantin >,and in fundry places elfewhere) braggeth that hecan get as 
many women with child as come, be they neuer fo many ; if whilcft rhcy are go- 

. child, they faile not; to fit etch themfelues deuoutly vpon the holy Idoll 
. Jich licth all flat vpon his back,and ftandcth not vpright as the reft do: befides, 
that they drinke eucry day a certaine potion mingled with the fcrapings of the faid 
imagc,and by name with the fcraping of that pait which I cannot name with mo- 
deftie. Now whether this do get women with child or nor,I leaue to be decided 
by thofethat haue forged it or approueof fuch diuellifh dcuotion: which would 

haue bene holden a wonderment to the world,if it had bene recorded by any bar- 
barous or heat hen pcoplcjwhat fliall we fay then to fee it in vfc cue amongft thofe 
whoprofefTc themfelues Chriftians f Yet I am not very cct ten whether this Saint 
be in as good credit at this prefent,as he was in times part : fith they which haue 
feene him (to whom I am beholden for this report) affirmc it tobe about twelue 
y cares ago,{t nee he had that part almoft worne away by continual fcraping.There 
is alfo in the country of Conjlantin in Hormandie (commonly called Contantin) a 
certaine Saint called S.G//w,which was no lefle famous for fuch matters ( how old 
and decayed lbeuer) according to the common faying,(cfpecially of thofe who 
vainly buile themfelues about fuch trumperies,and felt them vntoothers) there is 
jio miracle comparable to that wh ich is wrought by an old Saint. I haue alfo heard 
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of a certaine Saint called S.Rene in n\m , which bufieth himfelfe in this occu- 
pation. But how women behaue themfelues when they are in his company (con- 
iidering that heflicwes them that which eiuilitie would haue couered, ) as I am 
afhamed to write it,fo I am fure the Readers would blufh to reade it. I could fur* 
ther difcouer many other fecrets appertaining to this my ftery ^ which not with- 
ftanding I will omit for the fame reafon : and will content my felfe with that 
which is reported of our Lady of gladnejje^ viz. that thofe that cannot haue chil- 
dren jdo pull(at leaft were accuftomed to pullj the bell ropes that ate in her church 

with their teeth. 

1 1 And was there euer yet any Phyfition that could cure the fickneflc of iea- 
louficf No verily : yet it is faid that there is a Saint at T<w,thar is a notable work- 
man to cure itjthough no Phyfition could euer turnc his hand to it. We haue alfo 
S.Auertits^Acajre, SMaturin{\ meane SMaturin of Archant ^whotn others call 
S.Mathelin, whence cometh the old prouerb vfed in way of a by-word,T eft ma- 
thelineufe^a head full of crochets) who cure theforefaid difealcs which Phyfitions 

(we know) were neuer able to do, for all their Helleborum. Thefe few examples 
may fufficc to (hew what excellent Phifitions thefe Popifh faints are. 

1 2 There is yet another remarkable difference betweenc the faints which 

are faid to profeffc phyfickein heauen,and other Phy fitions here vpon earth,- viz. 
that each of thefe faints can inflict the fame difeafe which they can cure, as may 
hence appeare: for when we fay s Mands eutl^S Johns euiU, we fignifie as Well the 
difeafe which they fend, as the difeafe which they heale . True it is indeed , that 
fome faints are more cholerick and dangerous to deale with then other s : of wh ich 

number S.Anthony is rhe chtefc ; for he burncth vp all before him for the leaft dif- 
pleafure done to him or to his minions. For if any iniury be off cred eithennen 
or fwine(for he is Lord Protector of them both)they make their prayer i&SMn- 
thorn Mt he would bcauenged of them,and then the diuell is among them. As 
for fwine,they fpeak neuer a word^et the whorefons think neuer a whit the letfc: 
for this Saint will not fuffcr them to remaine fuch brute beafts astheyare by na- 
turc.So that that maybe faid of this & other Sainton ate more cholerick and 
dangerous to deale with) which the Latin Poet affirmed generally of all the gods, 
PriLsin or be Deosfeattimor. For as that good woman,after (he had giuen a can- 
SSSanote to the diuelfwhich was with him: to S.^/,to 

the end rte m t^n c lb £ s .Jtmbm and other like Saints haue bene wor- 
"isnottobedoub ed f^l'^ 0 f fbme.mifchiefe they might do vnto 
(hipped as % SL&Afm them. And this is thereafon 

^^S^l«aboutihis queftion both of them affinmng that 

l l ju!iW <t JhthohunMix cuftody, and each of them (hewing one 
they had the body of S. Mh ^ m ^ 1 ^ ' ]\ nt u om was left with two entire 




alfo ought to ^ h ^SSZl %ng that is not true which .he 
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canonized Saints j or if it be true , this Popifh Philofophie is erroneous and 

i \ But let vs fee whether there be not in this very point a conforrnitie be- 
twixt the heathen G ods and the Saints,that (all things being duly confidered J we 
may percciue which of them haue bene more honoured of their worfhippers. 
Firft then there is no queftion but that the heathe were perfwaded that their gods 
could as well hurt ashelpe, kill as cure, (as the Papifts haue deemed of their 

faints ) But whereas the Popes creatures are of opinion that cuery faint doth but 
cure one onely difeafe,and that he cannot inflift any other in way of punifliment 
or reuenge, faue that onely : the heathen were perfwaded that their gods had 
quail power ouer all difeafes, either to inflitt them or to remoue them, in hurting 
or healing , making fickc or making found. By which we may plainly perceiue, 
that the Papifts come fliort of the heathen , in that they giuc not fo much honour 
to their faints as they did totheirgods: which we are to vnderftand of women 
faints as well as of men faints , and of goddeflcs as well as of gods. But the Popes 
creatures not content to giue but this halfe worfliip to their faints ( as well in 
this as in that they bearc men in hand,that they can skill but of one trade)are come 



this naffe, to do them thcereateftdifhonour in the world, in aligning 



e 



them fo vile and abieft,yea fo filthy and fordide occupations, that it would make 
a man fickeat the heart to name them : as when they make fome lhoomakers , o- 

thers coblers,others fwine-hcards,&c. Vox though the Pagans ranged Pan in the 

rankc of the inferiout gods , and of the mcancft fort of thofe which were compa- 
nions of the gods, yet they would haue bene afhamed ro haue made him a (wine- 
heard. And as for faints which are handicrafts men, to make armor(as V ulcandid) 
is acleanlicr occupation then to make fhoes. True it is,that the Popifh Preachers 
(atleaftwifc thofe that had any wit) haue fo cunningly contriued their knaucty, 

and caried the matter fo in a myftery, that the fimple people haue not defifted to 

giue them as good and as great offciingSjas if they had bene of a higher ranke: for 
they made this an argument of their greater praife and comendation.Witncfle the 
preacher who difcourfing of the life of s, Crcpin t affirmed that this glorious faint 
might haue bene Pope , that he might haue bene King (yea king of France) that 
he might haue bene Emperor,but that he chofe rather to be a flioomaker. And yet 
my maifters and dames(iaid hc)confidcr (I bcleech you) what a roguifh trade it 
is,and how filthy and fordide an occupation: If there were nothing elfe but this, 
that they mufteuer be handling the fhoomakers waxc, and tugging atthefe [lin- 
king skins with their bare teeth . By which you may perceiue how great the hu 

litie of this glorious faint was. Howbeit he was no fboncr come out of the pulpit, 
but the company of the moft noble fhoomakersand coblcrs of the place layd hold 
of him, and curried him fo well, that they caufed him to make a pitifull conftru- 
ttion of his ferrnon from beginning to end . But leauing others to iudge of this 
fad, (I mcane whether the flxiker or he that was ftruckc had the wrong) I thinkc 
this Preacher had reafon to fay thus much of s.Crepin to faue his credit . But one 
thing he affirmed which is almoft incredible , and which (I perfwade my felfe) is 
proper to this faint,viz.that he made choifc of this occupation whileft he was here 
vpon carrh,whi ch he meant fo follow when he came into heauen. 

14 But fome may haply reply againft that which I haue laid, concerning the 
Popes creature5,thatthey giue lefie honor to their Saints then the heathen do to 
their gods,whcn they aftirmethateucry faint hath not power ouer more then one 
onely difeafe , and knowes but one onely trade. And they may obieft that they 

make 
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makeHheir Saints patrons and jsrotedtors of cities and. countries, as ihe heathen 
made' their gods. And that as the Babilmans (forexamfile) had Mforkheir Pa- 
tron the Mgipuans lfts and ofiru,xhc R fodtintthe Sunnc; the Samam imnojht 

frthms Ven^c Delphian* Apo/Ujhc Athenians Mineruafiic Ephefsam Dianai 

Sothe Spaniards haue Saint Umes for thcitPatron 5 the Erencb Saint vetik they 
of limkm Saint MMiaU aboue the reft : all the German* in gcijerall Saint oV*^ 
the v of Aufhuhb Saint r^they of aim the three Kings : : thcy of M tUn Saint 
jjfrefe: LrmtmsSmtLMarke: the Msanijls of thefe times Saint Peter and 

Sa int PahI together with their U eutenantil omit the Saints who haue giue their 
^mLtorities as Saint 2**m* Saint MfitrfimA De n *; Saint Affsanfiamt 

XSSV* ^tine the 'eft aboue mentioned; 

they were wont to call them UieUres Djf : But what inf&ence 
JnhSn^ccd? Surely this, that the Popes aeatures ( P*fn|the* 

S3roomean 



tSicicncv of their gods, in commandmgall forts of maladies* either by fco- 

rei nouing thJm, and in knowing all manner of occupation s. (For 
*32£5 afllrme that their gods do excerci e ^g**** 

asthofe whoare called 

build an houfe^nd to fimfo £ V et doth it not by « oy y ^ 

pentmorhewerso^ 

ofworkemcnm that which apP^f? » loKhVwhole.And Imakc noqueftt. 
workeman(hip 3 tooke vpon hcm ^ of cities) Id the 

on butthat thefe greai ^tutelary ^^^J^m 9 touching the workc 

like in trafficking with othe. 

which was proper to of the whole. 

bauing the ^f c ^ to the end of this di- 

! 5 But now ( whereas I . for { m aw arc of a legion of 

fcouk)Inndthatthete^ 

our Ladies,from whence the greateft tn I w if I confefTe the truth) was,in 
verily the thing which ^^ff^M I mould haue committed 
that fpeaking of men and women bairns, w- a f tcrwar ds the vane- 

2 abUie, in mould think; : it a greater 

ty of matter made me forgd :thcm. 1 haU e what to anfwer for my 

3bfurditie to place them at ^^^SUafe withall in the like cafe,tbat 
felfe:forlcan alleadge thatwhich one holpc mmie hmrM Uct . Nc uer ; 

the!efle,ifthe Popes cream resw£l -^^^ fa they haue to deale 

needs moue my patience, they <mM™^ for> For 1 wi U ncuer let them reft. 

With another manner of man thenri^ey J^«g^ Ladies be fo ma- 
till they haue anfwered me ff^^^m^m anfwer,that they ate, 
ny virgin ^mothers of anfwer, that they are not, they 

SL will r unne into gro^ ^^Sm otthci curtcfies,that they wd 
Sail into greate^ 
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makcthcmlofc that little wit and vndcrftanding theyhauc, in arifwering ther* 
of. Qncly let me define them to tell me^whctherall our Ladies which I am about 
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namc/nake one oncly Lady or not? 
\6 i t is there fore to be noted that (bme of our Ladies are named of the place 
wherethey refide ;t and haue their abode. Others of the trade or occupation where? 
in they are imployed. Concerning the firft , fomc of them bearethc name of 
fome citie or towne, others fliew by their names rtsbat manncr^f place it is/wbew 
they remain. Examples of thole which haue the namcof the citkoiuowne whete 
they itfide, arc thefe, our Lady of Loretto 3 our Lady of Bononiir^t Lndy oEmii 

in Kjimergne ,' out Lady of sL^ix, our Lady of Nuntueillpm La^ly of FravctteH. 

Examples of the fecond kind, to wit of thofe whofenamcs expreflc the nature of 
the pfade where they make their aboade , are,our Lady of the Va l[ty ,om Lady of 

thcLtyounSaine , ( the name of the mountaine being 1 peciKed in fundr y of them 
as our Lady of Montf err a ,our Lady of Mont-gautforpurLady of aMont. Roland 

Aridin Uguedocput Lady ofC4&w0r,(bcii,g in the Capejhzt is>in the t6p of t|ic 
mountaine. J Our Lady of the Wbodspur Lady of the Ftelds y o\xt Lady of the faire 
©^(becaufe flic iibod by the way fide ouer againft an oke,)our Lady of thefaice 
Walnut-tree for the like rcaibn, our Lady of thcWelt, becaufe flie flood hard by a 

wdhdur Lady of the Fontaine fov the lame rcafon. And at Chartresjtox that there 
are(atleaft were)twoofourLadies,wbereofthe pneis within,the other vnder the 
Church jthat within being called our Lady a&oue^xhe other our Lady helo a>,or our 
Lady vnder the earth px our Lady of Cretesfhat is, of the hollow valr-not becaufe 
(he is crotteedabted and dirty(as the word fignificth) but becaufe flic isina cohca- 

uitte vnder the eanh made in manner of a caue 5 for the word Crete (taken in this 
fenfc)cometh from the greckc crypta , whereupon fomeare Wont tofay croton 
ks prifd*s,os if a man fhould fay,thc deep dungeon in the prifon Xurthox ,they call ano* 
ther our Lady of Ow^meaning her that is in the Church of the Carmelites ^ano- 
ther our Lady of .?»<m>$ for that in the hotteft time of Summer the place was mi. 
raculoufly filled with (how as they lay .1 come now to our Ladies who haue their 
names of the trades which they follow, and actions which they pcrforme. For ex- 
ample our Lady of Recouery , our Lady of Comforter Lady ofGladnejfe,ouxLady 
of Allioycs, our Lady of Pitie, our Lady of Vertues, our Lady of Good tydings^out 
Lady of Good mjhespm Lady of Helpe 5 and an infinite number of others. 

17 But this is not all. Forwemuftknow, that there is great difference be- 
twixt our Ladies i n other things as well as in their names. For one is old and ve- 
ry foule 5 another young and very faire , another of a middle age , and reafonable 
good countenancc,(which yet is tolerable. ) One is very big,anothcr very little 
(which alfo is not much materiall.) One hath a merry looke, another a lad coun- 
tenance^ herein alfo there is no great hurt.) Wherin confifteth it then? Verily in 
thatthey vfually compofe their countenanccs^nd attire themfclues like harlots^ 
they were wont to (et out UMary Magdalen ( whom they haue not bene artiamcd 

to paint naked in fomc places ) and as they haue painted 5. UWary the Agyptian. 
Which puts me in mindc of that which I haue read in John Menard of our Lady of 
all beauties at Tours, fo called, for that they vfed the fame dcuifc in painting of her 



vfed in painting the goddeffe Venus. For they beheld all 



the fatre maids an d beautiful yong women of retaking from one a high fore- 
heaoVrom another prety round eyes, wcl proportioned, comely and amiable,fr6 
another a proportionable nofe, from anothera prety fine laughing mouth , and 
a dimpled chmne, 6cc. Now, whether this obie&of io faire a • Lady ftirrcvp 



de 
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dcuotion the better or not, I leaue to be determined by fuch as are. more compe- 
tent iudges. Howbcit this I can (ay, that 1 haue bpokes in parchment containing 
their Matins, Euenfong>and Complies > and other parts of iiich filly feruicej 
which haue the pictures of fine yong dames painted in them* being of luch wan. 
ton and lafciuious countenances and behauiours, that we may well applyvmo 
them the faying of Proper tiw y Dofia velHtppolttum Veneri molltre negantm. But 
what Ladies pictures thefe were, whether the pictures of thofe whom the ownets 
of thefe bookes hadaf comtriand,orof thofe whom they defired they might haue, 
I cannot define. Howfocuer, certcs they were fome fuch to whom they bare fo 
cntircatFeaion,as that they could not forbeare the fight of them , no not vvhilcft 
they were at their prayers, for feare they fliould forget them. 

18 But to rctume to the former aucttion , to wit , whether all our Ladies 
which 1 named eucn now.be one and the fame Lad jc or not. It they fiialHay, 
that they are one and the fame: I would demaund of them, why fiie doth fo dif. 
guife her feife into fo many fattens; If they flialianM, that they be diuers : I 
would defire them to mew me which of them is the : virgine iMury Clmfts mo- 
ther. But this were to fall againe into the former queftion, wherewith 1 promifed 
0 0 trouble them any morc.I t were better then (for the prefent) we fliould con- 
tent our felues with the opinion of thegood woman of Mont-ruhard whofaid 
that our LzSot^antueil *«d our Lzdy of Francueil were lifter : and tna * wc "ke 
aduicc vpon good and mature deliberation , if we can obtaine fomuch that all of 

™n itWiulfart I know not what to call ltjefembling the lurkim turoame.zQu\z bjDt 

^SSSwdcd.pdio. cotvlcd, olhm bigiuine d . One >s armed 

more to be wondered (with winch I will cone tade ^ ow X P 



a 

tl torn 



norc to be wonoerea wm »»"«■ • ""• h n, ou u notwithftanding make 

greeing , fo crorte f M^^Chmd. i whieff all of 

% cood harmony in the k tchms of our „ h ; b pie an(1 , orious 

labour to vphold withonc accorf (u^oyir| . ^ 

miracle-mungering ro teF^W^'ft 1 ^ ^ 

th cr doth not enuy ^g^^SSSrf «he Sain^, (« hath bene 
alfo keepe them pr« e and warn c wi m ^ by the accofir that hath 

faid) which though « be exceeding ^great(as ma y appear , - ^ 

wine. . .t,„/»,h«noint which I promifed to handle in this 

J0 And now I come rf*« Cleargie xm. But wharf 

Chapter^-how 'tneollerab k ^*^ u ^^ nt couetous dcalingby fundry 

(mayfomc&y)Maywenotddcou*fUusimpu« p , JCC , 
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places of this booke, as namely by that which hath bene already fpoken in this 
Chapter* It is mic (I confeffc.) But now my purpofe is to detect monftrous im- 
piKiencie,or (if I may fo fpeakejthe very quinteflenceof impudencic, yea of im- 
pudency accompanied with moft abhominableimpietie.And the example which 
lwill produce for this purpofcis 16 authenticalljthat they cannot poflibly deny it, 

except they will deny their owne hand- writing. For fee here their owne words 
which they haue engraucd in Gothian letters,in a table of ftone , which is (at leaft 
was wont to be no t long fincc) fattened to a pillar of S . s teuens Church at Bourges^ 
neare to the Altar where the high MafTc was fung. 

Hk des deuoie : cosleflibm ajjocio te. 

Menus tgrota, per munera funt ibi loU. 

Ergo venitotegentesji for at remote, 
gut datu, ellotc certi de diuite dote. 
Teprecor^accelerajpergas hicdum potes^era: 

Etfic reueraficurc, edict [per a . 
Ofitu feires quantum data profit ibi res y 
T u iuxta vires donares quod dare quires. 
Te mifir a pcena^dum temptt* habes, aliena . 
Hue dare te pan a venUjit aperta crumena. 
Confors catlejf is fabric £ qui porrfoit eft is. 
Ex hoc fum tejlis, hk vos mundare potefiis. 
Fratren haurite de trunco pocula vita : 
Hie ali quid finite jveri velut ifidelitx. 

Crede mihifredejali dominaberis ade. 

%am pro mercede^Cbrifio dices y mi hi cede. 

Hie datur exponi Paradifus venditioni. 
Currant ergo boni/apientes culmina throni. 
Vis retincre forum? mihitradaspaucabonorum, 
Profumma quorum referabitur aula polorum. 

Hie ft large des, in caelo fit tua fides: 

£uj ferit hk pane, pare} comprendet in tree. 
Cur tard.ts tantumfnummi mih't des aliquant urn. 
Profolo nummo gaudebis in at here fummo. 
Denosfume quater,vnum fimelfac facra mater 
Annos condonatfinlliu Pater ifla coronat. 
Tot quadragenas dat& abluit hie tibi pecnas 
MilmifiU decks foc'wfi desibifics* 

The fubieft or matter of thefe verfes (which I fpeake for their fakes whovnder- 
(land not Latin$not hauing tranflated them, becaufc their grace confifteth in the 

rime) is nothing but this, that he which giueth to the boxe,gocth ftraight to hea- 

uen : ( and the moire he giueth,the higher (hall his place be ) and he that giueth no- 
thing,fhall neuer come there. For 

Hie datur exponi Paradifus venditioni : 

which is thus much in good Englidi, 

Here Paradifi is fit to open fale. 

But that the Reader who vnderftondeth not Latin, may iudgc whether I had rea- 
fon to cenfure thefe verfes as I did, I will expound vnto him thefe two, 



Crede mihi&edt xoeli dominaberis ode 
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Nam pro mereedefhrifio dicerjmihi cede. 

That is, 

For meede beleeue mcjbou jhaltgdine a crowne , 

Tea rule in heaven, and fay to Cbrittfrmcdownt. 



V9 



Now if any man defire to haue the fence of them word for wordy fee here jfchata 

fine leifon they teach vs: AfTure thy felfe thou foajt be Lord, great maifter of fa- 
llen ; for in lieu of the money which thou haft giucn, thou (halt fay to Oarift, 
Stand backc, giue place. 
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How our Anccftors were nuzxeled in ignorance pf Chrifiian religion t and how 

the Poptjh Cleargie alwaies maintained themfeluei, netwithfian* 

ding their wicked Hues were notorioujly knowne to the 
world, and that many of their iugling tnckes 

and fa I ft miracles had bene 




difeoueredi 

Vrpofing to (hew inthis chap 
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cr , how fbme euen from the daves 
of our forefathers,bcgan to open their eics and to efpy the packf n 
and conueyance of Church-men 5 1 thought it regime in the fir 
place, to confider hbw great the darknene and, ignorance*; as alfo 
the abufes of thofe times were. I am therefore to inrreate the Rea- 
der to call to mind fundry examples to this purpofe difperfed here and therein 
diuers places of this booke^bcfides which, (if neede wcre)infinite more might M 
added : ho wbeit, three or foure (hall fuffice. FiHl then,isitnota ftrange fopficrid 
to thinke, that thofe men or women which their Church Calender hath maite d 
with red letteis^are men and women Saints,that is,gods and goddelTes^oratilwft* 
wife petty gods,and (as lmayfay)aibordihategods? Fociftbey.badnot iudged 
them fuchrqueftionlefle,they wold neuer hauc afaibed vnto them diwne power^ 
which God Ireferucs as proper to himfelfe aloncSo ^that here ^we may fee not one- 
ly their fimplicitie fin/eand aloncby itfelfe, but affcompanied with hornble 




piette. But th is is yet fir more hideous and hemfttan that they date f™*, *** 
if the holy Ghoft were bit by a mad dogi it is necMarie he fhouW go oSaint^ 
btrt if he would be heakd 5 which was auerredbyt pedler of the «!^^ 
forefaid Hubert. And confidering the«eatac<^ 
»W had of the Pope as well as of the Saints,, was it not meet* madnWTe to 
fike tel toSTt man became Pope,he became alfo W*^** 
xeyes of heauen and of hell , to let thofe into ^^^^^ 

tXm or his: and toiend them V^^^^^^^'S^ 
was Tfcft Tfinne tokill a man then to eate fleHi vponto friday^tt^tolaj any Ach 
was a icne unne kui -i . R f co tf t fa rheifacpficeof 



That men cate their maker 
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that cannot be named with modeftic* And ( which Js a point worthy ot^ruari. 

SShim, when they faw hisbioodandflcflipoyfon rnen: ^ his Wood 
^foS^ the time of Pope Jnaflafius the fourth., 

ffiX^ the feuenth, by meanes of one 

^^W^a/^Fryer,bdngoncope fadionot thcc^«. 
Wtn« ought the/ onely tofufpeAit, but altogether to reiea it with adieu in 
£ M name , feeing^it fufTereth it felfe to be deuoured of beafts. For it 
b wSo wne that the magnificent M ajgret ( now deceafed) had a htlc fliag hai- 
Snieli which ate four eTcore of them tohisbreakfaft , and all without drinke. 
Ifot now (hold it be reuenged of dogs, when it cannot faue it felfe from mice; Fo 
Krcticbea(hhauenoronely benefobold astogo into his pixe to mbb eat 
him thereout haue alfo prefumed to runneaway with him,lying vpon the Altar, 
whilcft the Prieft was aflcepc inhis**^: which accidentTiappened (as we 
™ow)at a towne called Saint t^,and at Paris in Saint M antes Church. Veri- 
ly fuch accidents as thefe fliould haue taught them a hde more wit , and to haue 
bought with themfelues how farre they came (hort of their reckoning, in attribu- 
ting Gods diuine attributesto fuch a peece of part which farters it felf to be deuou- 
red of a moufcWhercas they contrarily> as often as any fuch thing happened 5 ad- 

ded one foolcrie to another.For example,* Lodeue in Gaftomc^hcm the moufc 
which had eaten vp this breaden god, (hould haue made them open their eyes to 
fee the cofening tricks wherewith they had bencabufed : they notwith (landing 
wcrefofarre from furceafing to giuctoothcr peeces ofpaft(his felbwcs) asgreat 
honour as before, that they canonized the moufc, calling her the holy mouje. The 
likebrutimneflewasknowne tohaucbenc praclifed during thelaft garboilesm 
France. For a ccitaine gentleman Maflc-marrer ( whom 1 could name lfitwere 
ncedfull)hauing heard the found of the facring bell in the ft reets ( as he was on h is 

way)asked what it meant rand hauine learned that itgaue warning,that they were 
readtc to the Eltnation^ a man would (ay, to lift or raifc vp god • (aid to his men. 
Let vs make haft that we may come before he get vp,and fcr uc him as groomes of 
his chamber - y for my part I will bring him his clcane (liirt. Who being come thi- 
ther,tookc this fine cod and offered him to his horfe before them all, whobeheld 
this faft with exceeding great aftonifliment : but when they faw the horfe thruft 
out his nofe as foone as the broaden god came neare him ,they (aid,it was an argu- 
ment that he had bin accuftomed to receiue his maker. And this puts me in m ind 
oftbeboly penknife,that is,the peknife wherwith a confecrated hoft was pricked at 
Farts by a Icw,which was afterwards reckoned in the number ofholy reliqucs, in 
one of the Churches of the faid citie,(at S. labium Grcueasl remember: J asif by 
fuch an a&ionit had bene hallowed. See here (gentle Reader) how thefe fcllowes 
in ftead of fcorning thefe gods which fuffered themfelues to be murthcred, and 
eaten vp of vermin,haue not ceafed to worfliip them as much as euer before: nay 
toadorethedeuourcrsand murtherersof them : for I call the fen-knife where- 
with this ftab was giuen,4 murtherer 



a 



And we (hall the lefle wonder how men could euer be fo brutifti 



lend their cares to fuch doctrine, if we confider in what account they held theau 
thors thereof. Fot though Angels defcending in (bme vifible (hape from heauen 



(houM haue come & preached vnto them, they could not haue entertained them 



wit 




CHAPTER XXXIX. ' 
with greater retteience , then they did a rabbltment Of Wfck*d and abfcbmfc 
nable lolling4obbtes,which fed the" notoncly With pkinelyes;but with Ives tWof 



impietie,and worfewithout comparifon theri-^TalmUdkali br Mahomcticall fa- 

blesiButtodefcendfrom thegen^ 

feds of hypocritiallmauelings;tocorrktoOrirV willnotthis^ea wonderment 
to pofterity,that men fli ould attribute fd mucrVm^^^-yea to their veto* at- 

tire,as to caufe ehildren to wcarelt for a^imei'th« by this mea&hey may come 

to mans eftatef That fomc fhouidw care it a litle before thdf de^th. feeling triem- 

fetes deadly fide?That others (whohad ho Ie^Mro \Vea^eit beforc,moSidta\e 
order by their wrk 5 «o be interred hvlt? And whV( rSereechyo^werc theVtLt 
vfedthis kindof ^fc^jfr? 1 ^ 

the common people?y ea eueri kings arid EmpcroUrs themielues.Weed tffcEarle 
ofctyi ( beingOoeofthe laft that' rarned frier in this fort > isleft alofrc% %- ; 
wordand laughing ftbeke to all pofteritie. ButtfVe greater part not content with 
their habit , betooke themfelues to their cotitett t , bequeathing vh to them their 
goods.and fo defrauding their chilaVen drkih^^,whoihequityandconicience 

(hould haue bene their heirs, 'And as for thofethiat would needs become Phntif- 
cans ,will not pofterity wonder to hearc , thatfirfee this fancie tooke them in Hie 
head to become of this order of religious meri;they were fo far from takingaduife 
and counfclofthcirparents,that!f ichad bertfehee'dflary inentrin^into tharorder, 
to tread father & mother vndcr their fcetyhey'thpiighr they were bound to dofe 
Arid to the end they might the more enrieft&cmfelues by this meanes,they were 
fo impudent an d (hameleflTe ( in abufing the" fim()Kcitieofthe poorc people) that 
they made no bones to tell them, yea to make tHem belceue that there was ho o* 
ther meanes in the world whereby the diueM could be (aued, but by perfwadtn 

him to take the habit of Saint Francis Antet&i&o not remember that I hatrerea 
this in the bo oke of Conformities : but fure I ahi that I haue read in it farre more 
impudent lies,in pmife and commendation of their Order. 

3 N ow albeit the mifliaps which dayly befel (lean blank their breaden God) 
fliould haue opened the eyes of thefe mi(erable idolaters , yet they (hut them fo 
much the more. The like may be faid of their bltadnefle and brati(nne(fe;fimpli- 
citie and fottifhnefle, in not efpying the knauery of the falfe Friers* For that which 
(hould haue difcouered vnto them the villanie & filthines of tlicfe mifcrcartfs; did 
the more con firme them in the preiudicate opinion which they had of their holi- 
ne(Te.I wil record for example that which happened in our own time at the death 

of that famous Francifian DeCorrtibus: It is well knowne that thisknaue died of 
the Neapolitan difeafe(oiherwife termed the French poxe)thc buttons or pimples 
Whereof breaking forth and making him looke firy red,the people which faw him 
ashewascariedtothegraue (for they caried him in his habit or cowlc withhis 
face vncouered) were pcrfwaded that this rcdnefTe came fro hence, in that he was 
become a S«7#/*. Surclam that the death of agentlewoman,who diec lof the 
ftinke of the feete of this venerable pockie villainf,which (he had kiiTcd after his 
death (being vnacquainted with fuch ftrong fauours) was fo interpreted that it 
did in like fort conmmc men in the opinion which they jiad of his hohnefTe. And 
thofe (doubtlefllO who made no more of the redneflc 
rcdnefle of a 5^,(fuch was their flmplicitie) .f they had taken him in the fort 
bv which he got them would haue perfwaded themfelues that they had feenc 

£^ (^tefi to n truth they faw , or (as the LarinePoet fpeaketh) would 

beleeuc they Ween fomething which they fiw not JVluch 
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b T l 1S3^^ Sec herehow all Chriltcndome 
UckWarVl through the iuft iutomwt of God. ■ j ; . . 



. a#^Wnellc was newer fo vni W crfto that there 

*r ^n^tLdiddifcouCTpartoftheirtiumperies, arid pcrccaue the 

Zm*S foutly againft it. And (as I rcmember)a certajne paifage taken out 
fflwl by C*to* *fi*k ^.hath ben^alleadged Jor tbisrtu* 
ffi Z the kmc time fnamely about the ycare 1260.) one fltoW** 

S wicked life of his fellow Fricrs,did not onely forfake^cm and vtterly , 
SKKidcr, but alfo writ a pooke againft them , called the fitrfJart: 
Sn he tels them (to omit other, particulars) thai .they Wre reprobates , cm- 
S3 sUm, contemners of holy Teftamcm, (educe* of thofe that then 1,. 
Ed ofthofe which mould come after, the taJc of the Dragon mentioned* 
Ac Reuclauon. As for the bookes of the forcfaid Gdtdnm dM Amort, Pope 
™ltx*nder thefburth did what hccould to abolifo them and that by cxpreOe e- 
diOs and commandements: who alfo(as Platina tecordeth)burned a book which 
the begging Friers had publilhcd , wherein they taught that the Gate of grace did 
no t^cafromthelawoftheGo<pell(asthey fpeake)but from the law of the 
foirit: which he burncd,not for any great confeience he had to fee the fimplc world 
fo abufed, but for fcare left this fo abfurd and impudent a lie flioi i d be a meanel 
to difcoucr their other villanies. This pooke was called the eternal Gofpell, or the 
Gofpell of the birth gathered out of tfredoarinc oUoachim the Abbo^and thevi- 
' fiomofa Carmelite Frier called Cyrilty the lanhmsand Francifians, ^wholabou- 
red by the authorise thereof to make their parts good againft the Wddenjei pother- 
wife called the pme men of Lyons) md other their aduerfaries which armed tnem- 
fcluesagainft them with the fword of the fpirit,the woidofGod , Ofthisbooke 
the forefaid Gulidmm definclo Amort writcth as folioweth .This accuried GotM 
is already publifhed in the Church , and therefore the deftruftionof the ^hurch 
istobe feared . Ifthis Gofpell be compared with the Gofpell of Chrift(fay they) 
it is fo much more perfect and excellent then it,by how much the Sunne is brigh- 
ter then the Moonc,and the kernell better then thefliel^&c. Moreoucr,he men- 
tioneth other like dcteftablc fay in gs there recorded. And of thefe two copanfons 
honorable mention is made in the Romant of the Rofe , where the author (peaketh 
in detection of this booke, andcenfureththchypocrifie of the beggm g Fncis 

who publtfhed 

Vom ne cognoiftrez feint aux robbts 

Les faux tmflres tousfleins de lobbe 

Parquoi leurs {aits faut regarder, 

Si deux bien vom voulez gardet ■* 

That is, 
For thou (halt neuer for nothin 



knowen aright by her (lowing 
7 he traitors full of tree her y, 

But thou her wtrkes can efpie. 



And 



And a Hide after 
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bailie (ceft choft voire) 



Pour bailkr commun exempla 
Vn liure de par It grand diabie, 
JDitjL'Euangile perdurable, 

Dont kfaintl EJprit fut miniftre: 
Si comme ilapparutau titre y 

Air) fi eft-il intttule* 
Bien eft digne d'eflre brule. 
A Paw n'euft bomme ne femmt 
Au paruis dettant noHre-Damc 
jjjhti lors bien auoir ne le peuff, 
Pour le doublerfi bien luy pleufl. 
Lit trouuaft par grans mefyrifons 
Maintes telles comparaifins. 
^Autant que par fa grand chaleur, 
Soit de clartejott de valeur, 
Surmonte le Soleil la Ltine, 
<$ni trop eft flm trouble^ plus brune 
Ft le noyau des noixja toque: 
CXe cuidez pas que ie vom moque : 
Cela di fans bourde ne quille) 

Tant furmonte ceft Fuangile 
Ceux que les quatr Euangeliftes 
Du Fils D 'teu firent 4 leurs titres. 
D e tels comparaifens grand mafft 



That 



que ie trefpajfe 



much as through his great might 
B tit of he ate or of light 
The Sunne furmounteth the CMoont 
That troubler island changethfoone: 
And the nut kirn ell thejhell 
(I (come nat that 1 you tell:) 

Bight fo voithouten any guilty 



They broughten a bcoke with fory grace 
Toyeuen example in common place, 
That faidthm, (though it were fable) 
This is the Gofpell perdurable, 
That fro the holy Ghoftisfent: 
Well were it worth to ben brent » 
Intitledwasinfuch manert 
This booke which I tell here, 
There was no wight in all Paris 
Bcforne our Lady at paruis, 
That they ne might the booke buy, 

The fentence plea fed hem well truly 
There might he fee by great treafi 

Pull many a falft comparifoun. \ 



Surmoun 
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ounteth this noble Euangile 



The word of any Euangelijl 
^dndto her title they token Cbrift. 
K^iml many fuch compat ifoun^ 
Of which I make no mentioun^ 
Might men in that booke find. 

Who fuoud of hem haue mind. , , r ~ 

The fame Poet makes further mention of thebookes which Gummas defanclo A. 
more writ againft the fained poucrtic of the begging Fricrs.For hauing after a long 
and large difcourfe fliewed what fort of begging Friers were to be tollerated, and 
what not ; and hailing allcadged the Sermons of the faid S.Amore for confirmation 
of his afifeition, he addeth in the perfon of F alfe femblance y 

<$ui gr oncer en voudra,fi gronce, 

Et courroucerft sen courrouce. 

Car ie nen mentiroye mie 3 

Si ie deuoye perdre la vie: 

Oueftre mis contre droiture, 

Comme Sain ft Paul en chartre obfeure: 

O u ejlre banni du Royaume 

A tonjomme maiflre Guillaume 

De faincl Amour fluhipocri fie 
Fit cxilcr par grand* enuie* 
CM a mere en exille chaff a. 
Le vaillant homme tant brajfa 
. Pour verite qriilfuftcnoit* 
Vers ma mere trop defprenoit, 

Pource quil fit vn nouueau Hurt 

Oufa vie ft tout' e fir ire : 
Et vb uloit que ie reniafft 
CMendicite,& labour affe^ 
Si ie nauoye de quoy viure. 
Bien me pouuoit tenir pouryure. 

Car labourer ne me put platre: 

J> 'aucun labeur nai-ie que faire : 

Trop y a peine a la bourer. 

Miettx vaut deuant lesgtns orer, 

Et affubler ma renardie 
D u wantel de p ape la r die. 
A.ofol dia ble quel ejl ton dit y 

Etce que tu as ici dit ? 

guoyfA.GransdeJloyautesapertes. 



Ne crain-tu done pas Dicu?F.?{o 

Car a peine peut homme atteindre 

Chofcgrande^qui Dieu veut cra'tndre, 

That is, 
He wroth or blithe, who fo be, ' 
For 1 wollfpeakeand tell it thee> 
Alljhould J die, and be put downe, 



W44 Saint Poul in darke prifo 
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Or 
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be eitiled m M caa* 



With wrong 44 wafer William**, 
That my mother kyptriftt 
Sanijhedfor great emit. 
\My mother fUmedhim Saint Amour 

r hi nob ledtdfuch labour 
Tp Maine em the l#jaltt % 
That he to much agyltme. 
He madia booke and let it writer > 



* % 



Wherein hit lift he did alt 



* 
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Andwould each renyed beggingt 
And Hue by my trauelling, 
Jflne had rent** other goad, 
What wee net h he that I were wood? 
J or labour might meMeuet fleafe^ 
jhauemorewilltebenateafc, 
And haue well Utter (footh to fay) 
Before the people patter and fray: 
^Andwrymeinmyfoxery, 
Vnderacopeofpapelardy. 
(guotbLeue) What diueUUthu that Ihearc? 
What words telleft then me beret 
What ftFalfene/fe that apertit, 
Tbandreadefl thou not God?K& tertUi 
For fold in mat things Jltall hefpecd* 
%n thvs world that God would dreed* 



f 



4 




th^ri^ haue here aUeadaaTfor three caufe. Firtt, thatthe Reader might 
E£ S «. courrferfcitegofpell, as bring athing vene 

?£u I omitted it in mv former difcourfe. Secondly, that thecon- 

^ftffifc^aS AsLthehiftory which Ifaid wasvery memorable I find 

fubtilty and craft ofthe ^^^^Mm^^^^^ 

inbringing this fife grid , fubfidies.ot im- 

fec*, who when they fee they XCtSScth all » one reckonin 

po(b,vfe the word b,rr*»mg ! wh vndc rrhe name o 

&» the ancient h wgmer S, too rigorous. Thelile 

fahthi* which vnder h.sowne ancient : mom was rno j 6 For 

•Lllicy hath the dhlell vfed in ^SJS'' 4* ( in fuch fort 
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read the holy Gofpell , confider whether it were not high .timfafa diuell to 
confront it with another of his owne forgery (X^AY^tm^t m^:)io 
bring in that which the Popes creatures call tkfcmf « 0fGM s <wfmr% or fuch a 
number of pompous, glorious, glittering foeweaandtri^ that 
the ereatcft Doftor of them al^fhould mould ha^tanke cnoA?gW*oug he took 
three daics refpite) to reckon vp onely their barertaWcs t and y^fieteduenture in 
the end might come fhort ofhis reckoning. Fof l<?t,V»confider a what a long 
tavle of abftrdities this one word Merits draweth after iMreing &KS0ntiary to the 

doctrine of the Gofpell.) Firft, touching the diuersfortsof them, and thenthe 
matter of euery fort.For there is (as we kaow) meritm ttogtw s d^t0n&ignifli 

rather de congru^dtgno^condigno^cAM as for' thofe which" they rAal&ood woiks, 
affirming them to be the fubftance of merits- we know that thereto? fimple good 
works &vvorks<)ffupererogation:bcfidesfUndryothcrs which I cinot ftad vpon* 

But wherein(may we thinkcjdo thefe good workescortfifk Verily in all manner 
of deuotions and good intentions, by which theJGlcrgie migb* twue wherewith 
to fill their panch,in ringing^nging^uaueringjinumbling, gxumpjmg,pattering 
a million of Maffes, great, litle,hic and low : Mafles with a (op ot wine, and dry; 
MafTcs : Itcm,MaiTes for quickeand dead,(called Mattes de Retjitiw, ) MafTeso' 
our Lady of Pitie,our Lady of Vertues,our I.ady of good,Newcs,our Lady of all 
Bcauties.&c.Mafles of Saint Sebaflian^ MafTcs of Saint Godegun^ ofSaint Guerli- 

(hottpi Saint A^ofSaint AnM h Mo MaiTes.ofall menand women Saints, 

men and women Confe(Tors(if there be any fuchjroen and women Martyrs.To 
be {hort,Maflcsin thenameof theeleuenthoufandviigmes.And yct this is notal: 
for there arc MaiTes for Fraternities: Maffes for hunters : Maifcs for wan iers: Maf- 
fes for Deacons and Subdeacons, and for them that are neither r with a rabble of 
. others which I cannot remember. * After, if we come to the tooles of one onely 

ddcuh^ thcCope,or 

gcthimfcife, Chafyble,&c.The Platinef or Patine)thc Pixe, the Cenfour ; (I fpeakc not of the 
r cTkc rh«o* ho(r,bccaufe it is not included within the number of the Maffing tooles . For,for it 
f Sly w«h- alone the ftaee is ere&ed,and for it all this pagcantor rather tragedy is plaicd, As 

; » for their apifn tt icks,f riskes and gambols,wc haue touched them before in a word 

v or tworas alfo the miraculoufly fubtill andmore then Fpbagor'tcall fecrcts, which 

*^} t T^ He hid afwcll vn der the faid turning tricks , as vndcr the tooles and trinkets of the 
- Ai^nke. Confider now f good Readerja litle with thy felfc,our of what G ofpell all 

this geare is taken , and what fcripture they follow, who mixe fpittle,faIt,oyle,and 
fuch like {ruffe ( fmelling fo (linking ftrong of their forccry ) with the holy Sacra- 
ment of Baptifme.Confidcr further,how exceedingly it ought to moue and afto- 
niflihim , who by the mercy of God hath bene trained vp in the doctrine pftbe 
Gofpel: when conucrfing with thofe that make profefllon of the fame relisionjhc 
(hall heare not onely of theformer riffe-raffe ceremonies (yea wicked and dange- 
rous: Jbutofan infinite number of others aho a as of fuffngs of theSaints,pf Ima- 
ges,of Reliqucs,of Lights,of the Popes pardons or Indulgences, of Buls 5 of My- 
ters,of Crozici-sfraues^fVoweSjOfShauings^ofConfefilonSjOf Abfolutions,of 
Extteame vncl:ions, and of that fb famous renowmed miffificall Purgatoriciwith 
all the appurtenances thereunto belonging. Veiily, if he ftand in a maze and mam- 
mering, to heare fuch gibbridge, and more to fee all this mummery a&cd vpon 
the ftage.l blame him not.Bnt when he mail reade this ftory, touching this Irtfer- 
*w//(callcd the Eternal! Gofpel) and mall confider with himfelfe , how fubtill and 

crafty the diuel is^c fhal haue no great caufc to wonder at the mattcr.For dobut- 

ieflTe, 



for the fen- 
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lefle,the diuel hath kept, this damnable book in ftore (changing onely the name) to 
the end that as there is one c£r//r*,andone /tntichnjlfa there might be one Gojpel, 
and one Anfigofpe/l, as I may fo.fpeake. Neither hath he vfed this craft and fubtelty 
onely in changing the name ,but as we haue Jecne in lomc citics,when the comon 
ftewes haue bene burnt,the afhes thereof haue floyvnc abroad intoal quarters and 
corners therofjfo that though there remained no more ftewes in name,yet indeed 
and truth,greatcr then euer before: fo he .(after toqt ; this dctettable booke was bur- 
ned) fcattered the allies; thereof among.all the booker which haue bene publifhed 
fince by his flaues and complices; whereof the Decretals haue had their part, the 
S times alfo theirs,thc Legends & fA artyrologies ihdn^^ejlionid^DmnclioMll, 

^dltbeticallhooVos^Mandejlmy T artar^Bmiayies, CMtffaUes t nt\d Houret> 

thcirs.Neither herewith content, hath further foifted in other wicked works and 
writings fhrowded vnderihe name of the Gofpell,as hath bene laid. This(gentlc 
Reader) will furnce (1 hope)to put t^ec in mindc of the /^W/(ot|ierwife called 
the Eternali) Gofpell, when and as often as thou (halt hcarcany quefhonmoued 
touching Popifli dodrine. And verily, fthat 1 may fay the fame thing againe and 
againe)fccing men haueendured a Counterchrift, it is no wonder if they fuffcr a 

Counter-Gofpell. . 

5 But to returne to profecute my former argument, and to (hew how in all 
aeesfomeabufes haue bene difcouered : doubrlelTe, if they who haue obferued 
them would haue aducrtifed pofteritieofthem,we fliould haue had a number of 
fuch aduei tifemcnts at this day : but fome (God knowes) were fo fimple that they 
could not commit fuch things to writings others, though fufficicntly well qualifi- 

ed,yct had not the heart to;do it.Notwithftading there are certain books comecue 
to thefe timcs,(much more anciet then ^hofe 1 haue fo often mentioncd)in which 
are fundry inuediues againft the Pope,alwel in regard of his life as of his dodnne. 
But (me thinks) it fareth now with Chriftian religion as it did fomtime with Arts 
and feiences : for as the liberall arts flourifhed not fo in the age laft paft,as they did 
Sc hu ndrcd ycares before, and as they haue done fince : fo the ignorance of 
^X^liSon was moregroffe and palpable in the laft Centenarie then m 
^^^^MAm (at leaft of our great grandfathers, ) and then it was 



fince 
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But here is yet a further point to be noted cocctmng the Age laft part (to fiy 
no^hinf of ffis proeiaime'd open wane and hoftilitie agamft the abufa and 
wkkXL of the Pope and his creatures, as mdiffiM" ™ » 

rcS"hamanyh auC e^ 

S who made no great fl,ew of hoOitiric Tagainft.hem For who , wo.dd hau 

iKttat www* would haue fo inueyed againtttheholy cmc GuK**M 
tSSg^whichwefindinoneon^ 

containing onely a defection ^^^^^^ZchM is 

Rome. Nay he goeth ta^fS' ffi /ndielzebub .he 
banifl 1 ed. hence that Antrchr^jLorfa^ 

Iudge^hatvndertheftanda^f^^^^ 

greater villany is there done to him, the euer i c : i _ 

If eternall life is holden for a ^^tZ^cL^ and honou, 

plunged ouei -head and eares ,n •J^g^jSteuenhfawideopo., 

red. And as for couetoufnefle , | ^^ I ^^^ eomel tehe r ,Mdhing 

and for gold.euen Chrift he mall be ad- 

withhimhbthhtiepeeccsoffduerCthepriccotinnocen mo ; 




mined andChnftfhutoutofdoores. Andasfor Truth, Therewith hc)truth is 
SKlSyC in another place, I will not fpeake of truth: for ho w can truth 
haue any lodging or abode there,where all is taken vp with fiUhood and lie* the 
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the earth, places, houles, towers,&c 



7 Sometiimesalfo our Catholickc chickens were fo vnmannerly as tocen. 
furc their holy mother for falfe doclrine. For we reade that the Vmuerfitic 
of Paris openly condemned an article in one of the buliesof clement the fixt, tou- 
ch ine the veareoflubily , wherein he granted to all that had receiucd the Croy. 
fado,full power to deliuer three orfoure fuchfoules out of Purgatory as them- 



felues thought good.Ho wbeit theVniuerfity cenlured not the mandate and com 



mandemcnt which in another bull he gaue to the Angels of Paradife : the words 
whcreoflwiliherefetdowne.Ifanyman be minded tocome to the holy Cmc, 
wc eiue him free libcrtic from the day of his cgreflc, to chufc one or moe confef- 
fors as well in his iourney as clfewhcre , to whom by authomie committed vnto 
vs , we giue full power to abfolue him in all matters rcferued to our felfe , as 
well as itwc were there perfonally prefent. And further,we grant to him that hath 
truly confeffcd(if he die by the way) free pardon andrcmiffion of all hisfinnes, 
and do clccrly quit and abfolue him of the fame. And wc further commaund all 
the Angels of Paradife , that they bring the foule of fuch a man into the glo- 
rious Imperiall hcauen , quite exempting him from the palnes of frorgato- 
rie,&c. . c 

8 Itefides,wc haue ccrtaine prouerbes which haue bene currant time outot 
m ind,which are pregnant proofes that the Cleargics credit was euea then cracky 
and their reputation much eclipfed .For in our old and auncient prouerbs(which 
cenfure the vices and mifdemeanoursofmenonely in general!) the Church is e- 
uer the ringleader of the dance, as in this which hath bene alleadged in the former 

part ofthis difJrourfc: 

Trots chofes font tout <f vn accord \ 

VEgtife, la Com & la Mort. 
Ullglife prend du vif du mort: 

La Cow du droit >&c. 

That is, 

There be things three do well agree ^ 
The Churchy the Court \ and deflinie, 
For none will ought to other leaue: 

The Church front Hue and dead doth reaue. 
The Court takes both the right and wrongs 
And death takes both the weake and (Irong. 



And likewife In this 



la teneur pins droiture 



Nohlejfe tient la contre Cans mefire: 

Labeur ne peut a la tattle fournir, 
Si le deffut ne vient a foujlenir* 

That is, 

T he Cleargie faljly fings the Tenors jlrai 
T he Peeresylike the Countertenor png: 
The Commons toyle the Tenors n'otefujl 
Vnleffe the Countertenor aid dob 



3 



As alfo in this; prouerbe (for I hope I may be bold to giuc this name to the com 



mon 
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mon fayings which are or hauc bene currant in euery mans mouth/hough it pro- 
perly fign ihc (hort and compendious pithy fcntcnccs ) 

Depuii que Dccretseurcnt ailes t 
Et que ies dez vindrentfitr tables ^ , 
Gendarmes porterent desmales, • 

Moines allerent a cheual^ 
Au monde ny a eu que mal. 

That is, 

Since that Decrees had wings ygot, 

y^dnd dice vpon the boord were brought, 

Sin* Monkcs did faire on horfeback trot, 

And fouldiers were with mailes y fraught, 

Theworld hath bene too bad for naught. 

In ftcad whereof Ulfenot faith 3 S/W* Church-men wore great veluetcoates.ThetcMe 
alfo other prouerbes which taxe and cenfure their couetoufneiTc in particular, 
one of which (taken out of Barelete)we mentioned in the former chaptcr,viz.that 

Priests, Monkcs and the Sea are neuer fatisfied. And of this number is that which we 
formerly allcadged church taketh both of fticke and dead.but we may not for- 
get in thehiftory of the Curate (of who wefpake in the fame chapter) thatphrafe 
which is vfed in way of a prouerbe,to fignifie a thing which neuer was,and neuer 
([\ou\dbQ:WknCurateswilltahnomoeofiings^vrhkhwhen ftood a certainc bon 

companion in good (read, who writ iongfince in a certaine pamphlet which he 
publi{hcd>a prognoftication of a good time. For he faitb,that the ? ood time ftall 
be when women do whatfoeucr their husbands will ^ ^ w^ont afafay. 
ine. When drunkards (hall hate wine. When feruants man be loyalland faithful!, 
When maids of fiftccneyeares Mrefufe to marry. When bakers (hall giveaway 
their bread , and vintners their wine for Gods fake. Whcna P tcard mail Icauchis 
lyingra Normandhis flattering* rich Frenchman^ haughtinefle : and a German 
his beaftlineffc. When Lawyers ceafe to make.fiuc or fixe fmtes of one. When 
SLlberidofiealous^erfons, cuckolds and flatterer,. An,on ? ther^ 

this when isonc (of which I haue fpoken) andthisother which I may not here 



omit 



jguandvousverrezquelescurez, 
Defendront Salter a I'offrande, 
Et porter efcus,& deniers, 
Voire fur peine de F amende 1 

Etd 'autre partjnau que hnpende 
u Tomlanonspriuez&efrunges, 

- Bon temps verrez (quoi quilattende) 



t 1 



* * 



1 ■ ' 



* 



\ 

' 0 



1 



V 



That 



des fang 



When***/ p»A 'fa **" '"V"*" 1 
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There arc alfo aunciem prouerbes which taxe the iwhoredomc i tnd. drunkennefle 
of the Popifh Cleargic, as alfo the place where the Popes HolineiTe makes his a- 

bode;of which number this is one, 



Jamais rit cheual % ni homme y 

N'amenda ialler a Romme. 

That is, 

Wjr forfc nor man ere turned home 
Ought tetter & by the fight of Rome. 

Neither are there onely prouetbiall fentences, but fundry fongs and ionnets alfo, 
made byourpredeceflors againft the Popes Scuruinefle, one of which begin- 

ncth thus: 

he Tape qui eft a Romme, 

Bon du vin comm vn autre hommt, 

Bt de tiypocras aufii. 

That is, 

His Holinejje that at Rome doth wonne, 

Drinkes wine full well, as his neighbours donne, 
And 1'pocm alfo. 

This al/b is very auneient , and fecmeth to haue bene borrowed from the words 



ofChrift. 



Loup rau/jtans & faux prophet es 9 

Portent habits de brebiettes. 

That is, 

Falfe Prophets and ranke wotues for need, 
Can mare the jhtepe or jhepheards weed. 

For it was taken (if 1 be not miftaken) out of the words of Cbrift. Mat. 7. Bewart 

of falfe Prophets which come to you in Jheepes clothing,but inwardly are rauening 
wolues. Which I do the rather thinke, becaufc it hath bene vfed againft the Fryc r$ 
in particular (and namely againft the Mendicants 3 but efpccially againft the Fran' 
cifoans)viho long fincc (as we know) were gibed and gefted at, being called difle- 
blcrs,bald ftiauelings , makers of apes faces, and chatemites , which is as much as 
counterfeiters of lambcs. And whereas they arc called rauening wolues, Saint 
Francis himfelfe would (no doubt ) haue granted it, at Icaft wiie that they were 

wolues,confideriing he laid to a wolfc fas wc noted bciote)my Brother Wolfe.Vuv- 

thcr,each of thefc 4. orders of mendicant Fryers hath had his proper praife and 
commendation apart,eucn from our Anceftors dayes.For we fay proucrbially; a 
Jacobin in the Pu Ipit, a Francifcan in the Quire, a Carmelite in the kit chcn,and an 
Augufline in the ftcwes. Which notwithstanding ought well and warily to be vn- 
derftood : not as. though the Jacobins and Francifcan s were not fnfticient and able 
men to dealein the occupation of the Carmelites and Auguftines : but for that (be- 
fides their fufficiency, ) they do it with farrebettcr grace and dexteritie r fbme of 
them prating like Parots in the pulpit : and others roaring like bulsin the Quire, 
luftily thundcrin g out an Alleluiah, For it were plaine hcrcfic to fay that the Jaco- 
bins and Frana (cans wae notas valiant champions of the god Bacchus as the Car* 
melites, confidcring the dittie which was fung ten ycarcs(I take it) before my bel- 
dam was borne: 



Jacopinsfiordeliers^Carmesy 
En bmuant iettent des formes, 
Vifans, que ceft pour les amtt,4rc. 



The 



CHAPTER XXXIX* 3 



The Carmelite and Jacobine, 

And their brethren Cordeliers, 
When they haue tipled in the wine, 

Till it come out in teares: 

Say Jlraight ,t bat's for the Joules, drc. 

And that they arc like wife Venn* darlings , their actions (heretofore rccorded)do 
futficicntly declare. This is the caufe that makes me fay, that it ought fo to be vn- 

dcrftood. 

9 We reade alfo in certaine ftorics,of libels, wh ich fundry fharpe Satyrifts caft 
abroade againft the Cleargie,in the laft centenary and in the age before 5 as alfo 
of diuers ieafts and merry conceits which haue bene made of the fottifh fupertti- 
tions of the Church of Romc:as namely of holy water (as they terme it)and Pur- 
gatory,called S.Patricm his hole, and by the common people S. Patricks hole. As 
alfo of pardons or indulgences,and worfliipping ofSaintsrin all whiclvhole mer- 
rie grigs who haue made collections of pleafant conceits, haue furniflied v$ with 
examples . True it is indecd,thcy mention fbme libels which do fo gibe and ieaft 
at Popifli fuperftition, that they parte all mcane and mcafure,and fauour of plaine 



/fine. But leauing thofe of this ftraine,! will alleadg 



uijuiuii nine. 
» 3 



which now come to my mind . Fir ft then I remember three merry ieafts, which 
were made ofholy water: all of them of afincconceif,and excellent good grace. 
The firft is of one who being reproued for not vailing his bonnet when holy wa- 
ter was caft vpon his head : anfwered, that if it had that vcrtuc that it could pc n^ 
trate euen to Purgatory , there was no doubt but it would eahly go through his 
hatThefecond is of later time, the author whereofyas one Codon a Counsellor 
of the Court of Parliament in P arisp man that had an excellent dextemie in brca- 
kincof a icaft. ThisGWw being one day in place where it was debated before 
Kirie Francis the firfhwhat courfe were beft for him to take to encounter the bm- 



perour.who was comming (as it was reported) with a great army , and hearing 
one wi(h the King fuch a number of good Gtfmffn^ another inch a number 



o L»fi««, (euery man as he fancied) Sir (quoth he) lecmg m are all . in ou; 
w4« 7 « may ihnd with your Maieftiesplcafure,lwill w«1, my will, alio 
which ml be Tuch a one as mall ftand vour Maiefty in nocharge whereas th«« 
vucoftvonr coffers. The King hainng demaunded of him what irmightbei 

SSSlwSiId onely wl to be fdiuell but forone quarter ot an homv. 

TowhatS^^^ 

u V „ wr««-Wf Vcrilv tooth the king)thou art a very fot to fay fo , as though 
breake his necke. V en nquotr line k ^ ; ,hcdiuel.Wheremito he 

woman pbfTefled w.«h a diuel which » \ ^ 

Sir(quothhe)itbaneafie.ma.ter=g.ueh^^^^^ 

uell will be gone I warntnt y«^J^XS» inuen.ion. Two where.H' 

of Pu rgatory ,as bemg m vc, y <tec I ' ^^^Xdole.WhenPopcC^.h«7. 

(which now come to my mmd) 1 bae ^ la *™ ^ ^ 

a ccntlcinan of Rome End ,he was euer pci m*. £n)lrt 



,p THE FIRST BOOKE. 

foulcs out of Purgatory ; but feeing (quoth he) he cannot dcliuer himfclfe out of 
prifon lean much leflcthinke he Hiould deliuet foules from thence. The fecond 
was made long fince at Florence . A Florentine being importuned by the Francif- 
of the place to haucccrcaine Maflcs faidfor thedcliuenngof his fonnesfoulc 

out of Purgatory,anfwered them in this fort; Wcll,goyour wayes 5 and if you dc- 
liuer him by your MaflesJ will giue you a crowne.The Friers had no fooner fung 
their,Ma(fes,but they returned to him againe,demaunding their crowne.The Flo- 
rentine anfwercd,You muft firft make it appearc vnto me that ye hauc indeed de- 
liuercd him,before I part with my crowne. In the end (after they had a long time 
debated the matter and cxpoftulatcd with him) they went to the Duke, humbly 

defiring his Highneflc that they might haue iufticc. The Duke caufing the partie 
to be fent for, asked him why he detained from them that which he had promifed 
them. Theraananfwered,thathc promifed them nothing but vpon condition, 
viz. that if it mighir appeare vnto him that they had deliuered his fonncs foule out 
of Purgatory,he would giue them a crowne . The Duke hearing this his anfwer, 
turned to the Frieis , andfaid, There is great reafon for it, and therefore fee 
you make the foule which you haue dcliucrcd,to come vnto me , and tcftific it 
owne deliuerance., or fend me two other fbules to witneffc the fame : or let it (end 
mca word or two in writing, fubferibed with Chrifts owne handyand then I will 
fee you (hall haue t he mony payd you. Another in France did the like. Vor certain 
Priefts hauing asked money of him for the Maffcs by which they had deliuered a 

fbulc out of Purgatory ,hc demaunded of thcm,whether (bules once let loofe and 

freed from the paines of Purgatory,were in danger to returne back againe or not? 
They anfwering , that they were not: Why then (quoth he) it were folly to giue 
you money for this which is already deliuered and in fafctie: it is more wifdomc 
to keepe it for Come other,which haply may be detained there hereafter . An Ita- 
lian Iikewife fpake as wittily and with as good a grace, when he told the Popes le- 
gate at Venice jhzx if his HolinefTehad bene wel adui(ed,hc would neucr haue (aid 
that he could dcliuer foulcs out of Purgatory ; but that he could deliuer them out 
of hell . For as foi: Purgatory ((aid he) there remaine two things to be proucd: 
firft, that there is fuch a place : fecondly, that he deliucreth fbules from thence: 
whereas all men belecue that there is a hell: Co that there remaineth nothing to be 
proued,but that hedeliuercth foulcs from thence. 

10 As for worfhipping of Saints, it appcareth by certainc ancient Prouerbs, 
that fbme demeaned thcmfclucs more difcreetly therein then othcrs.For example 

Thisproucrbe , There uno miracle comparable to that which is wrought by an old 

Saint , could not arife but from thole which were of opinion, that they ought ra- 
ther to goto old experienced Saints then toyong princocks and nouiccs, which 
were but late vpftarts.For thefe they fecretly condened, at lcaft wife fhewed they 
were tobefufpeeled.But here is yet a further thing to be noted,viz.thatour ancc- 
ftors neuer made fo great account of their Saints , but that they would both ring 
them a peale by threatning them, and grinnc at them (like a dog at a pitch-forke) 
when they thought they wronged them: wherein they (hewed thcmfelues more* 
bold then their fucccflbrs. Witncfle the Florentine who (aid to the image of Saint 
IohnBaptift, The plague of God light on thee, thou haffalwaics had a foule flan- 
derous tongue,and therefore Herod cut off thy head:The occafio of which fpeech 
hath bin before re mcbrcd, where I hauc alfb fet downe the Italtan words wherein 
it was deliuered. And in the fame booke out of which I tookethat ftory,(intituled 
tiaceuokudtlf kmno x^ir lotto) this is recorded which here followeth, being in 

effeft 
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effect all one with the former. There was a cooke of Florence who was accufto 



med ro come and fay his praiers,and to offer candles to thcimage of a y ong Chrifi 



(being aboutthcage that he was of when his mother found him in the Tlple di 
fputing with the Doc"tors)and had continued in his fauour for the fpace of twen- 
ty yeares and more: after which time it happened that a tyle fell vpon his fonncs 
headend hurt him fo fore, that there was no hope he fhold euer efcape: which he 
had no fooner percciued but he went to his youg /^.carying with him a goodly 
waxc taper ( whereas he was wonttocary nothing but candles ) and began nc to 
pray vnto him in this fort. Dolce S ignore mio left Chrifa io tipriego renda la fanita > » 
&c . That is , O my fweet Lord Iefiis,I befeech thee reftore my fonne his health a- a 

gaine,whom I do fo dearely loue.Thou knoweft that I hauc faithfully ferued thec » 
aboue thefe twenty yeares , during which time I neuer requcfted the leaft fauour » 

at thy hands, now therefore I am come to commend and commit my fclfe and » 
fute vnto thee^my fonne being in fuch danger of death,who is all my ioy & hope, 5 > 
my comfort and contcntrfo that if he chance to die,I (hall die fliortly after for do- „ 
lour and defpairc* at leaftwife haue regard to the dcuotion which he alwaies bare » 
theeafwell as my felfe. Hauingthus praied, he returned homeagainc, where he 
found his fonne dead. Whereupon he went the next morning , in great anger to „ 
his little 7dW 5 carying not fb much as a candle with him,& neither kneeling down » 



vailing his bonnet,begannein thisfort.I renounce thee and vttcrly dene thee^ 
and I promife thee truly I will neuer come neare thce,I haue faithfully ferued thee ,» 
aboue thefe twenty yeares , duringwhich time I neuer craued any thingat thy „ 
hands but this onely good turne, and thou haft denied me. If I had made this re- >, 
queft to the great Crucifixc which ftandeth by me,l know he would haue granted „ 
it.I promife thec faithfully, I will beware fo long as I liue,how I deale either with „ 
thee or any other ftripling,for thy fakc 5 and for conclufion of all,headded this Ita- „ 

lian prouerbe, Chi S*impaccia confancinlli^onfanciullift ritroua. Which ftory (be- „ 

ine there fet downe at large , fpecifying the Church and place where this cooke 
dwelt) fcrueth very fitly to cxemplifie the forcfaid prouerbe , with which that a- 
ereeth well which was fpoken by a good fellow who prayed toonc ofour La- 
dies, noldine her young babe in her armes . For hau ing receiued fuch an anfwer as 
pleafcd him not well , 1>y one that ftood behind the Image ( as the Florentine 
who ftood behind lohn Baptifls Image counterfeiting his voice ) and ludging by 
the tone, that it was not the mother but the child which fpake, (aid: Hold your 
peace you litle lick-di(h, and lctyour mother fpeake who is wifcr then you . But a 
Bunundian vttcred farre fouler words againft a young Cruafixe (fonne to an old 
Crucifix,)for hurting of him.Theftory is this. In Burgundy neare tc >a village cal- 
UdChA, a country clowne going through a Church, enquired of the R mger 

forwhofef^ 

ftrakhT on his marrow-bones , andbegan to patter ouercertaine prayer forhls 
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happy as cucr thy father was, who wold hauc killed me.Thefc 3. ftoiies do fuffid- 
ciiUy confirmc the truth of that which hath bene faid, viz. that our Apceftors 
made not fo great accompt of their Saints, but that they would tell them their left 
fon and gierc at them , when they pcrceiued they offered them any wrong: 
wherein they (hewed themfelues more couragious then many fincc their time. 

howbeit the boldnelTe of my neighbours of Vtlle neuue S. George by Paris) was far 
grcatcr.For they not contented to rate and reuile Saint George, becaufe that vpon 
his fcaft day hefuff cred their vines to be nipped with the froft : but hauingfpoken 
all the villany againft him they could , they did him a worfe turnc by calling him 
into the riuer of Styne , where he was frozen with their vines for company r.their 
boldncfle being fo much the greater, in that they dui ft encounter him who is 

Mars the great God of warre among the Saints. 

11 Churchmen alfo were girded at in old time and flouted fundry waies, 
Monksand Fries cipcciallyj who were not oncly branded withtbofe goodly nick- 
names before rcmembred(wherwith their hypocrifie was taxcJ & cenfured) but 
with fundry others alfo:fomc cefuringtheir gluttony ,othcrs their lechery ,others 
their ftupidity . Among the rc^Laurence de Medici* was the man that knew how 
to do them the honour appertaining to their holinelTc. For being asked by the 
Turks Ambajfador, what mould be the rcafon that there were not fo many foolcs 
to be fcene in Florence & in Caire and other cities of Mgypti Anfwcrcd,that they 
kept all their foolcs faft locked vp,fome in one place fome in anothcr,acccording 
to the diuerfitieof their frenzies.And lcadinghim out of Florence^ fhewed him 
a number of Monafteries, and withall told him, that in thofe houfes they flnn vp 
all their fooles, both men and women , w horn they called Monks and N unnes. 
But his talc had bene much better told (in my conceipt) if he had faid , that they 
fuffercd none but harmlefle fooles to range abrode intheftrcetcs , and that they 
kept their hurtfull and knauifli foolcs within. But all that our Anceftors fpake a- 
gainft the Clcrgic is nothing,in comparifon of that which was fpoken againft the 
Pope, I mcane againft his pcrfon and praclife. Vox Pafquin girded at him long 
ilnce,and that fundry wayes, giuing him fuch priuic nips and croffe blowcs oucr 
the thumbs,that better icfts canotbe inuentcd.Sundry poets aifo not longbefore 

our time fparcd not the Popes one iot , as namely Pontanm^ SannazAriH6> and o- 
thers. But I will begin this difcourfe with the anfwer which a limmcr made to a 
Cardinally who though hehaddrawnc^.P^and S./Wfbliuely,that all which 
beheld them ,approucd the workc 9 yet was there a Cardinall who faid he had c£ 
pied a fault in them,in that he had made them too high coloured : whereupon the 
Iimmer forthwith fliaped himthisanfwer : Sir (quoth he) this redneffc procee- 
ded of fliamc 5 for they blufli to fee the life which you lcade,in comparifon of that 

which they led when they were on earth . Which anfwer of his agrecth very fitly 
with this Epigram made by a learned man yet liuing. 

Semimros quicunquepatres radian te galero 

Con(picU)& rubra fyrmata longa tog<e: 
Crede mihijiullo faturatas murice veftcs, 

Diu/te nec cocco pallia tinfla vides, 
Sed qu,t rubra vides J'anclorumude virorum, 



rfd in font i tot a cruore madent, 
Aut mmor if or urn, qua celet crimmavefl 
Pro dominn iujlo tail a pudore rubet 



And this putteth mc in mind of the Preacher formerly mentioned, who beg 



and 



QH AftTER XOfXlX. ? , ^ 

and ended his Sermon with Fie Saint Ptkr^H'tfqv pank Iffy he began and en- 
ded therewith: for he fpake ncuena word bcfid.c^ .'though hcofjen iterated them. 
But to rcturnc to Pafquin (who hath fo wel rubbed and curried the Popc:)by P.ifi 
<p»,wc arc to vnderftand (which J fpcaK?\for the ignor^nt fort) many excellent 

quicke wits, who Wng comppfed itbellingv^fe inlatip ot x ltalsan,agm{i any 

ofthe Popes,caufed them to befaftened tpat) jirjagc called P^hnin. . No maruell 
then if Pafquin hit them fo often puer the t^um.p.cs^nd f ^c^iheir epekfeombs 
fo well: feeing the inuentions of many excellent .^i^ baue^ia jfithercd vpon him. 
And yet I perfwade my felfe he fl^uer djdip^\tjj4ng with toeKgraee,thcn when 
he faid thatfwiWcady todjqt^ferpw : , ;i^t^i; fuchan;iniury had bene done 
him,as pierced him to the ver# heart. Whereupon^ when certain asked him,Fricnd 

Pafquin^hat iniury hath bene ^one thee i hat&any man called thee theefe, or 
murtherer,or poifonetfoh no(fajd Jtiejbut they, ha^e called me worfe. Whatfhath 
any man called thee facrilegiou^ perfon, o^panicid^j buggery or atheift ? oh no 
(faid he)rhcy hnuc called me worfe. And after they had inftanced in fundry other 
the grcateft indignities they could imagine : alas (faid he) you haue not yet recko- 
ned ir,ncither do I think you wil euer gheffe what, it is.In thecnd,hauing bene of- 



ten requcfted to vttcr hisgiiefe,breathing put many ughes with Ala4,al<Ui he faid 



that they called him Pope . The fame Pafquin ' declared alio in a Latin Epigram me 

(which he made, /ince) what conceit we ubou^l haue of the fignification of this 
word popejtn thefe verfes, 

HicCarapbaiacet,fupriiWjfu4tfriiffa; 

Styx animamfcUu4pu\r< earner habct, 

Inuidit pacem tcrrujqs vota Preceffc , . 

impim dr clerum ptrdidit & pofulum : 

Hofibminfenftsfupplexjnfidu^mifHt^ 

Scire cupis pavcitfdteratfapafu/t* 

Hereunto alfo well accordcth the com mon, (zyix\% % A good Pope, 4 wicked man. A nd 

who fo would know how the faid Pafquin extolled the vermes of Popes , let him 
rcadc thefe verfes: ' . 

Sixtum lenonesjulium rexere cincedt, ; 

Imperiumvanifcurra Leonishabes. , 
C\ementemfurUvexant>&duaraeufido> 

gudtfpes ejl regni Paulefutura tu/? 

( Where I confefle he hath bene fome what bold in vfing Poeticall licence in the 
quantitie of lu Hum.) There are alfo ccrtaine Epigrams which taxe the couctoui- 
nefTe of fome Popes in particular, as namely this which was written of t^/fx- 

W^thefixt, 7 n 

Vendit^UxandercUues^ltarta % Chrijtum\ 
Ewerat ilUpriuSfVendereiurepoteJl* 

, . That is, 

Cbri/t\altars,keyes $ dotb Alexander)?//, 
Win f\mld he not? perdy they eo$ him well ■ . 

Muan alfo hath written to Wlike effect of the couetoufnelTc of Popes^lbei 
in gencrall: 



t 



Or vou\ez> vous fauoir quelle trafique meine 
la marchande portantnomfEghfeRomaint? 

Zllc vend pour argent tcmpks,preflre$ y auteU> \ 
Couronnesjcuxy encens, meffis 9 & ioyauxteb: 



Et 
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Bt en fon as*iu elU eft ftfort extreme y 

Que vtndre eltefe bienle ciel,voire Die* mefme, 

Thatis, 

7 hen would jou know the traffcke ana the wares 
Wherewith this Marchandtfe (hight Rome) doth trade? 
for mem (els jhe Churches, Altars, Prief 



♦ t 



Crownes 9 mcenfe,fiers 9 and Maffes: and what merer 
Tea fo exceftue is her ceuetiee: 
OfheatienandGodhimfelfeJhefttsaprice. ' ' - 

The fame author liath likewifc blazoned their other venues in theft veriest 

Lefatnft champ du Seigneur eft plein de pansfttes , 
EtFautelprecieuxnefertquaux Sodomites: 
BriefjestcmpksafainttsvfagcserdonncT^ 
far ces Ganymedes bougr'tns font profane^. 

Thatis, 
Gods holy feldis full of Parafites, 

Thepvetiom alt arsfwarme with Sodomites: 

1 he Churches that were made for holy deeds, 
Are [if led bj thtfe buggering Ganimedes, 

And what hath Pontanm (aid of Alexander the fixtlyn an Epitaph which he wri* 

of his daughter? 

Condi fur hoc tumulo Lucrctia nomine Jed re 9 

Thais Pontificis filial/pen fa,Nurtu. 

Which Epitaph I findc turned jntoftench by two : one of which hath turned 



thus 



Cigifl le corps etvne ccftainc x dame 
pe mm Lucrcce, & d effcB (dont ie tremble) 
Du Pape fut ribaude tr e fm fame, 
Efpoufe,bru, file tout enfemble. 



■ > 



5 



The other thus, 

Ci dert qui fut de nem Lucrecc, 
Defiicl Yhm>putain de Grece, 

Qui eadu £ A Icxan d re file 
Etfemme fut & belle-file. 

Thatis, 

Here lies Lucrecc by n ame, Thais in lift 
The popes child andfpou/e^ndyet his owne fins wife. 

The Poet Sannazarm alfo hath writtc an Epitaph of this Popeswhere haning de- 
clared thefc and fundry other villanies,he faith for conclufion, And yet hath he bin 

Pope of Rome theft eleuenyeares.Go noW,and fpeakc of Heroes faliguUes and villa- 
nous HeliogabaL But enough of fuch ftuffc(for I am amamed to name the reft:) 
yet what(I befeech you is the commendation of Boniface in this Epitaph: Intra* 
uit vt vulpes/egnauit vt Leojnortuu* eft vt canto: that is, he entred like a foxe, raig- 

ned like a lion ^and died like a dog? And to the end we may fee how that they which 
could not write to their commendation in good Latin,haue written in as good as 
they could, rather then they would be filent and (ay nothing: I wil here let downe 
the Epitaph of Benedict" the twelfth 



f jlefait verb Latch mors/vipera clerOy 
CU pa, Veuim a verofturba repleta mere* 
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Neitherdid they write all thefe goodlyEpitaphs of the Popes' onely . for fomc 
haucalfo blazoned the venues of their Cardinals, Bimops^ndothci Prelates- a- 
mongft which this hath an excellent gtacc which was written againft a Popilh Bi- 

fliop,fometime a Franc/fcan, r 

<Htjdipes Arittftes non curat Clerm vli ftes: > 
Dum non in ccelisfteivbicunqut vctis 



But (to hold me onely to the Popes) the. meancs which they vfed to auoide the 
creating of a (he Pope(as once it happened) in ftead of a he Pope , hath bene ex- 

ceedingiy derided of old . And hereof lohannes Pannonim hath made an Epi- 
gram, (wherein he rightly blazoneth their ttompcry) which I hauc thus turned 



French 



* 4 



Nul ne pouuoit ioitir defainftes clefs dcRommc, . 
Sans monjlrer qu* ilauoit les marques de vray homme 



done quapreftnt cefte preuue eftcefi 
plm befoin de la chair e pcr 'cctf 



x pource que ceux-la qui ores let cle*""** 



» k 



Par ks enfansqu'ils font jmonftrent bias cequilsji 

'■ Thatis, 
Of 9ld times, none Romes holy kejesdtd beare, 
But by feme market had firft his manhood fbowne: 
How comes this triall out of date whilerei 
Nor needs no chart e to make his fecret knownef 

For that who euer now the keyes hauc born 
Haue by their b aft ards proud their fixe be 



i 



\ 



AndasforPopifhlawes and conftitutions , we find that our aunceftors oppofed 

themlelucs againft them to the vttcrmoft of their power: and forbarc not tocrie 
outmightily againft theCleargie for not abolifhing them: but principally againft 
the forbidding of Priefts manages. Againft which we find thcic veriesin the firft 
place fimply and plainly made. 

0 bone CalixtcyMWf omnis Clerm odit te. 

Olim Presbyteripoterant vxoribtts vtii 

Hoc dcftruxiHi tu,quattdo Papa fuifti. 

Ergo tuum Feflum nunquam celebratur honeftum. 

And others (after thcm)beginning thus, 



Prifciani regula penitus 
Sacerdosper hie & ha?c olim decUnatur 
Sed per Hie folum nunc articulatur: 
guum per noflrum pufultm Ha?c amoueatur. 

And a little after, 

Non eft Innocentius^VwW nocensver}, 

Jgui quod faciei docuit t verbo vult delere. 
Et quod olim iuuenis voluit habere, 
Modb vet us Pontifexjludet prohibere. 

Cignere^c. 

CMantuan likewife condemned this Popifli decree,where he faith, 

T^euft-il pas mieux valu future U droit e voye, 

paroulaLoyde Dieu now meine drnom conuoye^ 
En enfuiuant les pas des nos anciens peres, 
Defquels la vie eftoit chafte & fans vituperes, 
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^lajJrquell^tanpruduceUbatinfame, 
^ptaintafir on veutcontre Diets &natttre, 
Si nor; impiete pleine deforfaitttrc? 

That is, 

Were it not better follow that right path, 
Wherein Gods royaUlaw doth vscondu 
Prefingthefootpepsofottrassnceftors, 

Whofil/fe was chasl and void of rightfull blame, 

When each man was with his owne wife content* 
Alas, what's this to that infamous life, 
Which fingli they y gainH God and nature leade, 
FutloflcuMougbtsandmanyabeaftfydeed? 

Neither was there fo much as Matter Allin Charretier but cryed ou t againft this 
Canon or conftitutio. For (as lohn Maire witneiTeth in his book called the Bxtle ) 
he writ againft it as followeth : There was long fince anew Canon i confirmed in 
the Weft Church, feuering the order of holy Matrimony from the dignitie ot 
Priefthood,vnder the colour of puritie and Chaftity:butnow contranly runneth 
the Canon of Concubinage,with entifements to worldly pompe and dignmes,to 
fcnfuall and flcfhly finnes 5 and(which is more)the Clcargie is growen extreme- 
lv and vneonfeionably couetous,&c. A litle arter 5 What hath thcconftitution of 
forbidding priefts manages brought with it , but the changing of lawful! genera- 
tion into adultery and fornication > and the honeft cohabitation with one onely 
fpoufe,into multiplication of harlots and liuing in hot and burning lull? And if I 
(hould(ayalltktlthinke,lwouldfay 5 &c. # 

12 But a wonder it is,that our aunceftors mould not perceiue the wllanies 
of that purple whore, the fcarlet ftrumpet (which calleth her felfe The holy Ca- 
tholicke Church)feeing (he neuer cloaked nor concealed them in the lealt man- 
ner butfet them to the open view to all that would behold them: as namely in the 
cafe of f orbiddi tig Priefts mariages.For though Pope Hildebrand made it a Can6 
and conftitution of the Church, yet fome of his fucccflbrs (as ftones rcport)hauc 
bene fo farre from keeping it, that they made no confeience to marry their owne 
daughters : witnefTe the Epitaph of o*/* Wf >• the fixt,made by ?ontantss\ wit- 
nefle alfo the ftories which haue bene written of his life. For herein I fuppofe he 
followed the example of his predeceflbrs, not to fpeakc of thofc whom hiftonans 
(who haue written of the Hues of Popes) haue feucrely cenfured. And as he was 
emboldened to commit inccft with his owne daughterly the example of his pre- 
deceflbrs :fo by his example was Pope P^w/tffthethird heartened to do the like. 
ForheentCTtainedhisdaughterC^7?4»//4,andpcrceiuing that hecouldnot haue 

her at his whif tle,& enioy her company fo conuenicntly as formerly he had done 

(considering (he was maried to a Duke called s/*;x4,)hepoifoncd her. I omit to 

fpeake how kindly he entertained his fiftcr,becaufe this inceft is not altogether fo 

vnnaturall and brutifh as the former. And whereas he poy foned her alfo.bccaufe 

hefaw that (he tooke not fogreat pleafurc in him as in others , it is leffe then no- 
thingjConfidcringthcvnconfcionablelargeneiTeofPopesconfcknccs: witnefTe 

Hildebrand who poifoned feuen or eight Popes,that he might come to the Pope- 
dome . And which is more remarkable 5 after they had vfed their daughters or fi- 
tters as whores (as lohn the thirteenth did,) or other their kinfwomen ( as others 
haue done) they matied them to Princes | as it is reported, that the forenamed 

AteX' 
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Alexanders Lucretia (I meane LMetia who watfhis daughter; his daughter in la w 

and his whore, that! is,' with whom he lay, (n(WWithftanding flic was hisbwne 
daughrer)and his fonnc alfo, who Was her owrie T brothcr) was maried t6 three 
Princes fuccemuely :fM , to Duke lohnSforcei next (he befog diuorced from tier) 

to Le nwbaftard fon to A Iphonftss Win g iof 4rr agonize laftly to Alphonfus d'Efi Duke 

bf Ferrara. And yet rhefe holy men' (who haue'forbidden othersiawfull mariage) 
not content td vfe theliberty which topiurvfod In fuch iiiceft ubtos tnai iages,wold 
hcedsafter his example haue their G*nimedesi\(o TtUc it is, that fome 6f therri 

haue had great Gan/medes^nd others lefftiSo that when UWahtuan fpeaketh here- 
of in his vcrfes which formerly I alleadged ^ I cannot well tell v/hicb of them he 

meaneth;but furc lam that the GanirHede Of Po^e lobri iMarid&mnte&Vi&S lu- 

lists the third, was in ftature & feature like vnto mptter\ fomewbat refembling him 
in the proportioned lineaments of his facets Pdets haue deferibed hrm* 1 which 
thing Itpoake the rather, becaufe my felfe fawafiidaduifedly beheld him , cfpec 
allyatonce when he fate attable with his topittt, bintbdhettMylupiterizing 
gods (thofe I meane that tread in thelfeps of ItipitkV) may not banc it layd in theti 
difh tbrdifpehcing with themfelues iti fuch a point,for which f hey wold difpence 
With others al(o,rathcr then for mariage . For Iperfwade my felfe, if priefts after 
they were forbidden mariage,had with common content exhibited a petition to 
their Holinefle , (holding the Amplication in one hand,arid abribcin theother) 
that they might haue recourfe to the male fexc feeing they would not fufFer them 
to vfe the female , they would neuer haue denied them . And that which fofore 
• confirmeth me in this opinio,is,for that we readeln the life of Pope Sixtus "the 4. 
how he granted libertie to the whole family of the Cardinall of S.Luce to vfe car- 
nail company with the male fexe, during the three hotcft moncths . As alfo that 

which we rcade in the life of Pope Alexander the fixt, how he permitted one Peter 
Mendolfc a Spaniard and Cardinall of Vaknch } \6 make a Gammede of his baftard 

fonnetheMarquefreof^nwr. 

13 Now befides that thefedeuout Churchmen committed rhcirvillanieso- 
penly in the view of all men , as appeareth by that which hath bene already faid, 
andbyfundry other places of this booke 5 it is further to be obferucd that they 
make but a mocke at fundry things, which notwithstanding they caulc t he poorc 
people (filly foules ; to hold and belecuc as articles of their faith . For when Pope 
Leo the tenth was told by his ConfefTor that he needed to fcare nothing, confide- 
rine he had the kcyes of heaucn, and ofthe treafury of the Church, confiding ot 
the merits of Chrift and of the Saints : he anfwered in this fort j Thou knoweft 
thathe which hath fold a thing,hath nolonger right nor imeteft therein 5 there 
fore feeing I haue fold heauen and all to others, I haue nothing ; to do there 
famePope being reproued by certaine Cardinals for his leud life as being 
SUn« he was created Pope, anfwered:If I be wicked you are the 
aufc thereof- for you haue made me fuch a one as I am. They wondet mg at this 
ant er and demanding of him what he meant thereby: Becaufe (quoth he) you 
haue made m e Po pe h for it is not poffible to be both a Pope an d an honeft ^mm. 
Nav they eo yet a ftep further,in pmphaning thofe things which they wold haue 
the world beleeue were holy and Vacred : as when Pope the fecond caft his 
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creatures call thcblefled facramcnt of the Altai ,and the body ofChrift )anfwcred 
him not to his demands, being angry thereat,caft it into the fire in the prefence of 
many CardinaIs,who could not ftay him from burning of his bieaden God.Thc 
truth of which ftoiry might well be doubted of,if the perfon from whom it origin 
naliyprocccdcd,vverc any way to be fufpe£ed:but the author thereof is Cardinal 

Btnno % vtho further addcth,that John Bifhop of port (Secretary to Hildebnmd) and 

very inward with liim)amrmed in a Sermon which he made in Si PeicrrClnmh 
in the audience of a multitude of people,conccrning the profaoatio of the blefled 
Sacrament of the Altar :)#/#^W (quoth he)&wewitbbim,haue done fucha 
racl,for which we deferue to be burned quicke*& he that wil not credit this Gardi* 
nals repor^may find it confirmed by other teftimonies.For my part I ice nothing 
in this fa&of Hilddrand,\vhich is not more then probable.For if we reade his life 

we fhall find that he hath profaned his religion after another manner : 1 fay that he 
hath, profaned his rei/gion: for according to true religion,thdaid confecrartd hoft 
might haue bene caft into the fire without any prophanation at all $ namely as a 
pcece of pafte,and in the fame nature that it is of when it defcendeth into the beU 
lies not oncly of rnen,but alfoof beafts,& after into that place which for modefty 
I may not name. But fbme may here haply (ay, that it is no wonder if H v ddebrand 

dealt in that fort with the facramentall hoft, con fidering he was a Necromancers 

in his life is difcourfed at large: notwithftanding IperfwadcmyfeJfe>thatifhe 
had asked counfdl of him in whole fchoole he learned the blaeke At : , he would 
neuer haue aduifed him fo: which I do the rather thinke, for that the grand Wegro 

of all Necromancers (who is alio the great Sorbonift of Sorcerers, and maifter of 
Magicians) will in no wile hurt this god of pafte,but very friendly and louingly a* 

grees with him . For proofe hereof, in the y eare 1 5 3 8 . there were certaine pricfts 
burnt in Sauoy for inchantments and fbrccry , one of which was burnt at Roller 
a towne foure miles diftant from Laujanna^nd his whore with him for company, 

which wasa forccrcflejwhoconfcfled thathehadbene afbrccrer for the fpacc of 
foure and twenty yeares,during which time he neuer left faying his ordinary Mat 
fes. Which makes me fay, that there is old acquaintance and good agreement be- 
tweene the god in the Mafle,and the Bee in the boxe. For how elfe could this for. 
ccring prieft hauc bene capable of this high honor and dignitie of finging Made, 
feeing that before he came to be initiated in the diuels fchoolc and cntred in his 
blacke booke, he was to giuehimfclfc body and foule, tripes and all vnto him: as 
alfo deny God his creator,and renounce his baptifme , as may appcarc by thear* 
raigncmcnts,tndii:emcnts and condemnations of fbrccrers and witches. And ther* 
fore the diuell (in my opinion) neuer gaue Hildebrand that counfell to caft the 
confecratcd hoft into the fire,but he was home mad for anger,in that it being cal- 
led and reputed a god , could not anfwer the qucftions which hce demaUnded 
of him, as well as o//w//<>, Bacts, or Pythias , who gaue anfwers by their O- 
rades. 

14 Ifany fliall ftill doubt ( notwithftanding the reafbns that haue bene here 
alleadgcd,and clfewhere,as namely where I (pake of the Sacramentall empoyfb- 
ncr)wnether then; be indeed fuch good agreement and intelligence betweene the 
diuell and the brcaden God t I will heare allcadge the teftimonics of his owne 
pricfts,which fhall likewife feme for the continuing of my intended difeourfc, 
touching the forcfaid prophanation. And firft I will alleadge the teftimony of a 

Prieft of Sauoy t mmcd dom Anthony Goetrew{Dom in Sauoy is as much as Sir with 

vs) who when he was chanting his Mafle, perceiuing his goflip which holpe him 

to 
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to flng, ! ftay to&long before he anfwered Amen* 'Say Amen (^uoth he) in' the di- 
uels name. And ftraight this KOifiprJaidAmen in the diuell riatttt/ftue it is indeed 
that he was not a litlewfluedifor to his Amen he added^thefe words} now apoxe 
on thee goffip:for if rhou haddeft hot-called fo l&iid,Mtttd taJfrwamoufcFar you 

muft note that he watched amoufe which was coma tb heard Mafic, or to<eat<rhc 
Maflcrnongers god, For diuersiofmcm?haue?plaid fuch pranks. a$-we know : but 
fee his owne words,which haue a farwbettei' grace ib their p(6iptt diale&J >\rtmty 

Le chanerou terungwy compare '.fetetfouffe tan majtujjott prey k ratta. 



15 



god & the 



Further jconceming thegood agreement which isbctwixfthi^bread&ri 
ic diuellj'wdhaue the teftimony of a frrifeft who faid, Fw toy 'part tficW 



teile ) I vndcrftand nothing of thefel Saints Maflfes : but I wijl ricfele you oner an 
ordinary Made in the diuels name*' And heref cannot omit* like' ftory of one, 

who chanting his MaiTe in a place where he might looke into l]is garden; and per- 
ceiuinga boy in the top of one of bischcrry treesjas he was ! ilftft*g-vp his bredbd 

god ouer his head,ayed aloud, Ctwdjmne in AmMiari ptoe'^ if 



(asitismoftlikc)afwell to his god of paft which he heldoucft hi^head, as ttf The 
boy inthetree.And hee6curresin,optni6&pra^ifewifh the fo^efaid Prieft^hd 
ftidjCow* and fay Majfe in the diuels name, fir my ntjtifiir is angrf. The lame may be 
laid of a gen tlcman of Lorraine ',who faid to h& fonne(which had no grear dehoti 
on to heare Mdi\e(To MaJJe in theditie/swanuitrhfaJJeMx hertu't may be deman- 
ded how it fliould be,that (feeing iHc diuell and the god of pafte do fo well a^ree 



8c are fuch great friends)that Priem ifhouldfo often threaten him with the diuell? 
as a certaine Sir John in Lorraine did>who threatned rocaft h is pool* god td thedi-i 
uell. The ftory is this,A good fellow owing thlsSrr John adifpleafiire^ artdrcfbl- 

uing to beat him (bundly where euer he foud him i meeting with him in theflrew 
as he was carying his breaden god;Oh( quoth he)- how I wouldcurry thee^vere 
it not for the reuerence I beare to god in thy hand$ Whereupon Sir hhn ( thih- 
king himfelf as good a man he Janfwewd and faid,If that be the martcr,it fliall not 
hindervstotrythemaftcry, and whether of vsfhall beare away theblowes'? fee 
here is my God on the ground , ( for he fet him downe to fc-ft him there,and tty 
iudgc of thecombat)& the diucl take him ifhc deale on cither fide. Thi<? queftio 
(ro fay the truth) is more then Sorbohicall : for many of no greater momenthaue 
bene debated in Councels. For feeing the breaden god and the diuell are fuch 
oreat friends, (as hath bene (hcwed)how is it poflible that the god of paft fhonld 
ftandin feareof him>as itis manifeft he doth,at Ieftwifcin their obinion who thus 
threaten himr Some may alfo obied a fad committed by a Prieft of Sauoye about 
thirtie yeares ago, (either Curate or Vicarbfa village called ^%neareto Bonne 
in Foufsfrm)to who his paiifhfoners came, to the end he mightalay a great tepeft 
( For he had bragged that they needed not to feare either tcmpeft,thtuider,or tighfc 
nine within the parifh/o long as he continued with the) who vfed firft a number 
of coniurations which he had by rote^nd after tooke out of his Portutfe and Mafic 
book the molt horrible-terrible- words(being al this while fiuowded vndcr a tree 
which kept off part of the tempeft , and holden by>oure or fiiK- for f eare of be- 



> 



ine oucrthrowne: ) but perceiuing in theend that all was to no purpo(e,and that 

, t „A ;« h/hrought foorth his holy Sacrament,that is , his breaden 




X/r Here M fay )anotha ftory lyable to tEe fame obiec*on tvirh the former fbm 
Se it SiSSLt my head ake to refolue it,I will refer it to the next CdQcelU 
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wccptthcy wiUinthcmcanctknc takcthbasafufficientanfw^that thefe brca- 

and the cliucl playinow and then the parts of Aduocates and Atturncy s, 
who in open audience at the barrejooke as though they would cate one another, 
crying h iufticcon their Clients fide : but as foonc as ivon > 
th&,(hake hands and drinke together at their clients coft. Wherefore itmay 
well be,that thefe gods and diuels abufed the pnefts with hke pollicy . At leaft wile 
thisiaaiithatlcanfayhcreinforthisprefcnt. %t ,u 
16 As for other prophanations wherewith the Mafteraonging pnefts ( the 
Popes, creatures) prophane that which they would haue holden for a Sacrament 
I will heregiue fome few cxamples,lcauing the Reader to iudge whatreucrend o- 
pinion the poorc Papifts ou ght to haue of Jther points of their religion,when the 
MafTeprie&fonotorioufly prophane this which is the very marrow of their mat- 
tins, And firft to beginnc with a prieft of Lorraine, who holding a pixe Cpr boxe) 
full of vnconfccraied fineing cakes(as they tefmc them) fhuffled the together fay- 
ing,*** litttle whore fin ye little whorefomjvhtchofyou w/l be 
rod to day? And from him I willcome to a prieft of P rouince ,who being reproued 
for lifting vp hisbireaden god with his hcelcs vpward,and his head downward: I 
did jt(quoth he)f * fearc left his hofe would haue falncof his heelcs. After thefe, 
I will tell you of a prieft of Sauoy, who bragged that himfclfe and his fello wes plai- 
cd with the god in the Mafle,as the cat plaieth with a mouf e, viz. that after they 
had fported withitthcirflll,theydeuoureit.Ihaueheardalfoof other Sir Iohns 
who haue put or rather incorporated into their Maftcs other manner of ftufFe:for 
hitherto we haue onely fpoken of him that faid to his golTip,S4j c^f* men in the di- 
uels nameiznd of him who lifting vp his god oucr his head , called to one whom 



foiedcliming his Cherry tree, and bade him comedowne in the diuels name 



Yet we haue faid nothing of the Chaplaine of the late CHsrJhallofJSie, who cal 
ling(as his manner was)for a cup of wine for bis breakfaft or morning draught,to 
one that holpe him at Maffe, an d hauing let it in an odde corner at the end of the 
Altar (or there about )coucred with a cloth, till fuch time as he had mumbled 
ouer his Matins : fo it was that one of the faid Marflials lackies hauing a moneths 

mind to vifit this pot,took his oportunitie when he faw the prieft in his Memento, 
But this gentle Sir Iohn(fot all his Memento ) hauing one eye on his Portuile, and 

another on his pot, feeing it to be in that danger that it ftood at the mercy of the 

lackey,added thefe words to his Memento, Let it alone thou bajlards brat Jet it alone. 

But of him who ilept in his Memento, and when he awooke ftarted vp crying, The 

kingdrinketh,(temcbrmg the Antheme he had fbng althe night long,which made 
his head to ake) we haue already fpoken. Howbeit we hauefaid nothingof that 
bon copanion^who thinking he had bene ftil at cards>crycd,/*w/«/&.And I pcr- 
fwadc my felfc,they would neuer haue inferred all thefe fond fooleries, had they 
notbene in fobeir fadnefTe. witnefle that hedge prieft by /\<r*f 5 who hauing found 
in his Almanacke Sol in Canero writtten in red letters , thinking it had bene the 
nameof fome Saint / tooke fome paines to feeke out the MafTe that might fit it 
beft: In the end when he had turned his MaiTc booke ouerand oucr , and could 
not find him out,he made an end of Matins in this mad moodc.Solin Canero, Sal 

in Cancrm,nec efi Virgo,nec Martyruswenite adoremus.lt were endlefle to alleadge 
all the examples of the ornaments of the malfing Sacrifice: ( for confidering.what 
the MafTe is , and not what the Popes creatures iudge it to be, I call that an orna- 

mcnt,which according to them I fhould cal a prophanation)yct this one I cannot 

oroitjthe moft famous of ten thoufand, of Qttauian of Saint G*/4»,Bifhop of An- 

spu- 
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goulefme (and yeta tranflatour of Quids books de t^rtiammk.) This prelate had 



laid a wager,that whenfoeuer and wbcrcfoeuer any ftjould fpeake tohim in rime, 
he would fci»/>Me anfwerro ri^ agreed vpon, thefe 



three vcrf es were propounded vnto hkn whilft hewas dandling his little breaden 



God 



L' autre tout vmant de Ctfeole^ 

letrouuaila dome Nicole 
Laquetle efioitde verd vefiue. 

That is, 

As I came from fchoole alone 



i 



• ■ * * * 



There I met with miflru lone 

Clvtheddtingeene 



To which without interrupting his miffificall deuotion , hec anfwered readily 
inthisfort: 



)Jlez>moy du col eefte eftole> 
'fibientoftienelaccole 

turay lagageure perdue. 



1 



That 



4 



Take but my choke feme m 

If I kiffe her net txntty 

tafi the mgtr deem 



> 



Thus were their MafTes garniftied with merry conceits, vttered by rhe maffemon- 
sets mates •, as when they aied out aloud (6 moft (hameleffe arid impudent vi' 
Sines ^To the offering Sirs.you that haue any dedorion , Comeon yeewomen, 
S Jyour tippetsJiu. ifwasnoicftingifWraeftdidnotpoftouerhisM^c 
as f aft as they would bauehim . For then they were horne-wood, as if the dtueH 
^dbeneamone them. Some ctying,Thediuclltal<ethee Sir /^others, Hafte 
SShe 3 name,fo, they wil haue broken their 6ft be ore we come A pox 

on rhec Sir lobn (would another fay) thou canftnot readchalfe ff enough . All 
wh A cha i table and deuout prayersarenodiing in eomparifot. of that whrth cer- 
^ French ^eenrknten faid to aWft , who when he Ihould haue made an ex- 
^*^(£«B*o«ie and abridgement of the Mafle, made « Iong<r by rhe 
SSSSKSSSJ thanke ?hemfelues. For whereas rhey (houU Ue 
S m taS U4k they bad him fay tfenUim Maf^, thinking it 
b ' d u Whereupon the poore Prieft hauing dreamed 

a good while wnatu^ oiper in . f<) , he w , )0 i e 

paflio into his Maue.m ctmicb aate) ftamp and ftare,and 

Snd their horfes in danger to be furfened I at the Church gate; ? ^ 

curfe as well rhe Maffe as the Maff^pneft- ™« , me ^ f a i bth 

arc more rhen fufficient to M^SStd from our aun- 
her felfe the holy Ca.hol.cke C\ v&^^ZZ^^mI^ 
ceftors the leaft part ofher l^WS hEy r cruc notably ro (hew 
and proclaimed it to fuch as were not ^f-^^ ^ Catho | ick ; and A- 

how R ,hey prophaned ^SS^^^^^c 
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fuffering them in the meanc while to runricriot into hainous cnomiities>not once 

opening their oiouthes againft them. As when they found no fault with themfor 
eneit leudneffe in keeping of benefices in this or that manner, but for enioying of 
tncompettble bcnelices,or for hauingouer many. Aswereade of king lewis the 
twelfth ,who whe a Bifliop begged a benefice of him, (notwithstanding the great 
nu mbcr he had already) anfwered, I (hall (quoth»hc) giue thee fo long,till the di- 
uell carry all away. Tot dabo tibi quod diabolus yorubtt omnia , as (Menot hath it, 
who (good old Preacher) together with his fellow Friers (fo often before allcad- 
gcd) will furnilh vs with (tore of fuch exampks for the illuftration of this 

point. ' " . 

17 I come now to falfe miracles , fome of which our predeceffors difcoue- 

red,and others hauc bene detected in our time : and I Will firft begin with loaned 
thftboly maid of Kent.This holy virgin was a long time holden to bca Saint and 



a ProphctelTe by the lubtill dcuice and cunning of the Francifcans^who made the 

world bcleeue that (he defcended from heauen: giuingitout (to colour the mat- 
ter with fome probabilitie)that flic neither ate nordrankc$ albeit flie banquetted 
fecretly,and playd the ftrumpet ftoutly with their ghoftly fathers holinefle . A- 
mong other things.they made the poore people belceucthat (lie knew all mens 
finnes : and the truth is , flie told thofe that rcforted vnto her,the fecreteft finnes 
they had committedjbut it was not without the knauery of the falfe Friers , who 
fuflfcred none to come to her till tbev had firft fliriuen them. Her fclfe alfo might 
cafilyheare euery mans confetfiqn fiom the roome where flie was : the Francif* 
fluwhauing chown her a place vpry fit for the purpofe.In the end when the knaue- 
ric was difcouercd (after they few deceiued many thoufands) fliee and the gentle 

t , ricrs,authors of the miracie,werc executed . Some lay the abufe was detected by 
a certaine gentleman , who fuipecling the cunning packing of the Francifeans in 
acquainting her with mensconfeilions,confe.Ted certaine things which he neuer 
did in all his Hfc,which being afterwards told him againc by her,the legcrdemaine 



was efpicd.Howbcit others fay othcrwife. There is alfo mention made of a cruci- 
fixe , which the (aid Friers made to wecpe and to (peake. As for the falfe m iracle 

(or rather falfe miracles)of the Jacobins of Berne and the Francifeans of Orleans , I 
will content my fclfe to put the Reader in minde of them , hoping it will not be 
needfull to make further recitall thereof, confidering thefe ftories are in print,and 
in euery mans mou th.Onely let vs remember that the (pirit of the Fr met ferns of 
Eurettx was before the miraculous fpirit of the Franc fans of Orleans } zs hath bene 
(aid. 

1 8 John Menardh like maner records another falfe m iraclefthough wrought by 

no wicked fpirit) in his book intituled A declar atio of the order and fate of theFran- 
cifeasApedkr o(S. Anthonies relikes being to preach vndcra walnut tree,bad bre- 
wed gun-powder a litlebcfore in a Pies ncft, which bred in the tree,and hauing fo 
done,he tied a fmallftring vnto inputting fire to theend thereof. Now whileft he 
was preaching his pardons,thc Pie percciuing the powder, began to make a great 
chattering/The Francifcan ('who liftcned to heare this fport)thinking it wold not 
be long before it tooke fire aboue 5 began in this fort, Thou naughtie bird,which 
thus interrupted thiis holy exercifc , my Lord 5. Anthonies fire will burne thee for 
this gcare. He had no (boner fpoken the word,but the fire which had already fei- 

zed vpon the neft by meanes of the firing , burned both her and her yong ones: 
which was not done without a folemnc fliout, the people crying aloud, A mira- 
cle ,4 miracle i by meunes whereof he got a good round offering.He further relates 

fundry 
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©todkrTtofi^ithemfbHtthine^ 



ldhhcg6bd^dwp*imofhfiga 

ttftunwiwtmtdn^ 

would exceedingly i&rifie^cbrfMgtate^ 

thereby, fliej Wedsthat he wasint* wcrtbpkflfcd witkdbdi atoti* * wfacicApon thefilly 

ufnVgbfctk ai^tof mhiiboriri^ thedmagc would 



Hewritothilfoiri theMffpbcect-slihttawBmiH 1 * 1 ^ 4 " 



bffcat 



rtteiab*t*etfta*i^t>W^ 
ft OTi vizit*»*diafirai»il*«Mi^^ 

Iriri* ft A'which Unknot only thayfrrt.but afflrherataf thebmUifc befidH, 



and aU tteeoodsmeteifl^a^ 

Heiiirtto addes a vety notable ftoty nxotdedtyOTtnyflf f IK ^' lo '^^ m 

treafcrerswto burnt apobeirto^ 

that 



war* came by Si AmhmKwbW I irftoxhd it ;toithe end be Awgfct be mu^td 

otewbfch Lned^bt &id»)iniftc atari™ of *W^but as ottets affim,c,ta 

Z ^SSfeSdaL wbokd the Affewbich carietttbcwilct) parted 

WatefiSe!^^ his taao«.B «rig the bffl ^ good*ife 
7l 'SSZ. aridhauBie let tbeaktoiiiaertt tofctc« them a pe«e 

of fteftj t w ^mfi now n 1 a , ^f^xa towatd htt knaoilh com- 

togethejvpon ^^^^^ftT ,*d*.inflhd uld die So fuddenly* tha 
pamonM ^^^S^SoTedfrnber with him thereof. Wber. 

^ m ^^SSyS^I^ftynothing.butAat 

uppn thd f°^"SXwS/le fefiiddenly^n/there is no mm IU 

lam vny foxy trwttere-twoiwMiemourao^^ 

uing that ear. i^WSSXh out Ptto mhalloweth 

thae were (omc hope,tfi ™f .?^^^„^b a2 b t him to giuchet fome of 
euery yea«.T he woman hoid^he ba^W 

them/promifing not tobe! ^ffi^eof the walletjasfcdbiffl 

vpon hisferuant^artendedvpondns « r P^8 M ^ ^ whence they 
/he had any of the acornes '*'J^^^ e S CT edLhe«)uldfind 
came laft >. The fellow JJ^ ^Xn frckerThough-onr 

but two, which hefaul hekept ™ d wonMn ,whom fknow 

Affe (hoirld die tqnoth he) y«^gS a couetous leering eye 

to be well affec* d to but ?rd«.^e wh ^ o^ngw f 



fta 



c well affe^fd to«°«^ ^ r n uintbfcfpeech)hefa.d ) My good fi- 

peece of doth wr^lay hardb^co^ 

^ Iam foperfwadedof you^«^ W M ^ ^ 



ctoh for the pboxe ^Jf^f'^a rem. 

cloth or what tie would ^^^SSSlJk Mi 



cmedv that tuill 

water Mi 



linnen cloth or wnat 11= - rrr„j hccallcdforavenellhJiiot watery™. 

Then taking thefe two acornes *»t*» oner a number 

aft themtoa little fait < and punm^off b^cmvle^ ^ 



I 
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piwoancingte many bldfingsx>uei their backcs,JCUCT <hllfagvpon tbc^oodBa* 
ivci l S*<«4*H»*} for affiftance in this miradr.Ttos dontrjhctbld Hcrlhacfierfw in* 
were in no danger. • She therefore to make good jicr promtfei, cbangbdrtter decaf 



of clothfbrthc|wndmer cies ofthis ghoftly fetha JBu't megboiima'ri of thchoufe 
(hcThusband)com1rigrKHmfc 

how his ciotfowrisan a&» thdrtin j taking }two or three of hi&golfips! Wi th him 



ranne after therii v > r Shc Frier (bring theroioOmming a tore dfF/winilflaucs vpori 

mcfrnecks,w*^afcdiikeacMt^^^ h^ thought it his 

bcitcourfc to^takean bpufi?( which was forhwhat neare)irifco which hitman rafy 
and«fecrctly bonded thence tWo quickeii3aics>whicb hc&klcd/vpSn 



• « 



aridhauingfodonc ;( they palfcdon theirway^as though they miftmftcdthothjng. 

Anone the butcher ouertooke him , and laying hold of ins hdod • (after a rude 

and rough mender) asked him for his cloth^ calling him>theefc, with niany other 
breaming words. Sir quoth the Frier(veiy mildly) Yoy mail haue it wirh till my 
■heart s -and Godforgiue youthjs wrong lyxw^orTcr me j ' iti- taking that from mcc 
which was giuenme in recompcnce<>fa great goodturne done atyourhoufc: it 
grieueth me not thai: you takeaway my«ipth$ yet I truft tfce glorious Baron Saint 
AntbotnvtiW wptke tome wbndcr^nd^hatflJmtly^toMBch you how you intreac 
the faithf uil (eruant&and friends of God o The butcher, nothing regarding vaine 
word^rcturhed backc,very iocund that he had gotten hife doth againci Howbeit 
he wasnotgonea b>wfho^e fp6ih the Frier ^ buttheimeic|thel>urnt^grof fome 
tfiing^nd faw i'fiuoke roundabout him $ whereat hearid luifdlowesHvere fo a* 
mazed,that they xiaft downe the doth , and 'died i\ox\6 ft .Anthony the hcrmite 
S. Antbtnj of Padua, Which when the Frier and his tfaribtlheard , they came tun 
ring to them likeiflie merchantswith demure counteriartces^ hifc man prcfentl 
putting out thcfire,artd tbdFriewlifcharging a numberof blefltngs ouer thehea 



of thefc fimple fiippl iants(b ting 6n their kneps}inftantly crying Him and the good 
Saint mercy , till they were euenhoarfe withaH. Thefe things mus pafleti Gucrjhc 
caried them to theparifli Church to Mafle , where the cloth being unfolded and 

well viewed (for fo the ftory*iaith)it was folcranly auowed for a miracle \> And it 
was inioyned the poore butcher in way of penance, to, accompany the Frier 
throughout all Calabria towitnefle this wonder 5 who by this meanes did not 
onely recouer his cloth againe , but gathered a round fumme of money (euery 
man thinking him fclfe happte that gauehimany thing:) whCreas the poore but* 
chet loft not only hi; doth 3 but was further endomaged as well with th<± cxpence 
ofhis iourney as the intermiflton of his trade 



s 



» • 0 • f 



From Calabria I will pafle ouer into: Frame \ a couritrcy fecond to none 
in fertilitie of falfe miracles: and will begin with P«^%Saint Peter in the coun- 
trcy of Berry fif whom this ftory is recorded. A priefts maid (to fpeake with reue- 
rence ) hauingpowredfwines blood into 3 great latiribafin, (which had the I- 
mage of Saint Peter embolTedin it, and wherintothc Curate was wont to put his 
offerings, & to fet it for a (hew vpon the Altar.) it happened on a time that a drop 
ofblood was perceiued vpon Saint Peters facej about which the Curate made no 
(mall ado,not forgei:ting(among other ceremonies)to ring the bels, as for a moll 
certaine and excellent well qualified miracle. Which caufed all the neighbour pa- 
riflies roundabout, to meetc there at proceflion s wh ich when his fellow Cu rat 
rceiucd,(beingmoued with enuie; he made fuch diligent inquirie,that he foud 
wthatcertainedropsofblood which thbCutats maid had putinto thebafin. 



were fallen into the concauitic or hollowneflc of the emboffing,wherc 



clofely 
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clofely ioy tied to the place, which being congealed and frozen * continued vntil 

the thawj and then running downe,were feene vpon Saint frtos facc,which gaue 

occafion to the rumour,that Saint F^r wept bloudy teares : which rumourfthc 

knaucry being well knowne) was afterward turned into a matter of meriment and 
mockage of poore Saint Peter \ who for this aeddent was cuer after called PniAm^ 

Saint Peter 



20 And to parallele it with one other like examplc(before 1 leaue this counny ) 
1 rvthe Church belonging to the Caftle without Bourges. it happened that a Bird 
( fome fay a Pigeon ) bleeding of a wound , refted herfclfe vpon the head of our 
Lady oicolmrt 9 fo that fome of the blood ranne downe her face* And then who 
for a penny could cry the loudeft> miracle 9 a miracle. But when the kings Lieute^ 
nant had caufed the head to be iooked vpon and fearched , the feathers of a bird 
and fome of her blood were found in thecrannicsand hollowneflc of thelmagCj 

whereupon the miracle which had bene before cryed fo loud, was cryed downe 

againcasfaft. • ' . 

a i I haue alfo heard of one ofour Ladies(called our new Lady)vtho betnc mi- 

raculoufl v difcouercd . wrought many miradesjat leaft wife they made her beleeue 



that flic did them . Theyhadhidde her in a hollow vault vnder the graflewhich 
they watered with fait water, which by the grafing of the kinc in that place^was di 

fcouercd 



„ The deceit alfo of the Rood of Muret by rhokuu hath bin very famous- 
For they made this Crucifixe beleeue (about thirtie yearc ago) thatit wept, and 
did many miracles vpon the lamc,thebUnd >a ndfuch like impotent perfons,in cu- 
ring fuch infirmities as furpafled the Art of Phyftcke. There are two opinions 
ouching the diftilling of the water out of the Crucifix eyes,which they call tears* 
Some fi| it was doneV water mixed with oy^others.that it was by the branch 
Sruft into the head of the Rood > at 

wreneth as others fpeakc.But the miraclecontinued longer then that feafon, and 
S^&^S^ might ferue them for that time , yet it was neceflary 
ihpvniouldfindoutfomeotherforthctimetocome. . 

,h<7 Ihou id nnd ou ^ ^ bring f ^ s nt ,„» 

cred , bm .0 .he end it might hold thectcdi. it had got and .ncrcaft « die more, 
credit.out to mc cnu 1 * coQtcifeit the lame or the bhnd,or to fain 

iZSSSSSSA £31 Udj Mil , whom the 

firlt is ot Saint nenauadir^ »» ^k-Umw. that he was become a Saint and 
F.y-of.hatCou-,^ 

the powctfullclt wonder-worKcr , . . • he watchwotd 

of,they fubomed cenaine ^^^^S^i that he was borne 
to counterfeit the lame,the blind ,&c. One ot wtol! ^amr . ^ 

bl ind : who after he had taken jHl^fcEWd^ a c? iine good- 
tic, telefax that he was reftord to ^^Xuer «hi S ab»fe,hearing 

fellow who lay in the wind to M hteog ^X C olo...<d lynin? of his coa.e, 

him fay.hehad '^i^t^XT^tZ M ( whichlcan hardly 

and did : If thou nncr faweft n ^^counterfeit told him prcfemly what 

beleeue, ) Tell me, what ^an hauing him where be would, 

colour it was,in the hearing of th mj. Tta :m* > Z ^ (c0 , 

laid : See here my matters , it he could ncucr ice nei , ouf$ . 
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r! M w hich oolirv thisabufe was dete<3cd.The 2.is of the who faining tile fal- 

much wSS wine, 6 lohn, Ioh»,/ob„, about his (brine or the place where he flood, 
fiSS^tue that they were cured.In which wasa manifeft f impudet 
deWfiththey which hauc the falling fickneiTc neither fpeakeaword normoue 
a finscr The third is of the miracles wrought in ^/V^bout thirtccneyeares ago, 

bv a Monke called Fra Matthias I remember J w ho was almoft as foone vncano- 

nizedas canonized:to whom beggets and rogues came flocking thicke and three; 
fold,fome countering the lame,others the blindjfome faming themfelues hcke 
ofthcpalilc, others that they had loft the vfe of their limmes, and others fomeo* 
thcr infirmitie : which counterfaitcompanions came not thither for notning,ror 
thev were well rewarded for their labour by the canonizing Monks. Oh (would 
fome fay at their returne)how do I fecle my lelfe eafed of my pained Another, that 
he was as whole as a fi(h,and as found as a beIl,&c.Howbeir,this pageant was not 
plaid without great murmur : for many that went thither to fee this impof ture(of 
which number my felfe was one)could not but fpcake what they thoughttfity ing 
the fimple feduced peoples who perceiuingnot that thefe vagabonds were fubor- 

ned, were fully perftvaded ihar this falfe Fryer was become a worker of wonders 
after his death. True it is indeed,hc was in his life time accounted a very holy ma: 
& thcrfore thepeople were more caflly induced tobcleeuc that which was repor- 
ted of his working of wonders. Among other things, I heard this reported ofhim, 
that he would inuei gh mightily againft the Court of Rome , when the toy tookc 
him in the head ,and vfe DyogenickMe dealing in fcoffing and cenfuring thofe that 
came within his walkc. And I remember what captaine Franchot related to the 
now deceafed odet de Selue(thcn AmbalTadour for the French king to theftateof 
fta/fOconccrning this gentle Sir lohn . I bade (faid he ) this Frier to dinner one 
time in Lent,that he might ferue as a fiddle to the company which I had inuitcd: 
(for I knew he could ieaft and fport when it plcafed him, ) who needing no great 
entreatic,came at the time appointed,and being fct downe at table which was fur- 
niflicd with kiddesandfundry forts of ftued meates,(as the maner is at Rome) ply- 
ed his trencher and filled his panch afwell as any in the company,not fhewing the 
lcaft diflikc.Ti ue it is ,wc pcrceiued he chopt it vp apace,as though he had bene in 
rcat haft, as well appeared afterward : for he had made an end of dinner longbe- 
>re vs,& riling fro die table,left vs ftill at meate:& he was no fooner in the ftreet, 
*ThcaiiieH but we might heare one cry with oycmamh^Attomfernotutttquelli tbimAngkn$ 
take *u thofe carne [ n q ua rejima- y whole voice we thou ght was very like the Friers, howbeit we 
til enn orN 0 "^ not imagine it fhould be he , conndering that in crying out againft fuch as 
Ihcy fhaii ad had eaten flelh in I,ent,hc fliould haue exclaimed againft himfelfcalfo. But as we 

looked out at the window, we might perceiuc that it was he indeed. And,which 
doth moreaggrauatc his faft ,the more he was intrcatcd to be filent , the more cla- 
morous he was; fo that we could dcuifc no other meanes to make him hold his 
peace, but by threatning to beatc him. The captaine hauing ended his narration, 
othet like ftorics wcrercported ofhim , futing thefonner in all points : by which 




udl. 



faid 



ght well percciue what humour it was that caufed him to p 



a 4. Moreouer, I remember I haue heard of many falfe miracles about refto- 
ring of children tolife,which were ftil borne,at!eaftwife to fbmc fenfeand feeling, 
till fuch time as they had bene baptifed. And verily , it was the eaficft matter of a 
thoufand, for the Clcrgic to make the poore people belecuc what they thought 

good: 
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good : foraccording to the common faying , It is m eajie matter to deceiue him tk*t 
thinkethno hurt . And what great confeience they made to thinke amide of any 
thing they either faid or did,yea to iudgc that the knauery of the Clergy ( though 
notorioufly knowne)was plaine knauer v,may wel appcare by fundiy places of this 
booke,and namely by that which hath Gene fpoken in this chapter. Not wirhftan- 
ding here is yet a further point to be noted concerning the falfe miracles wrought 
by thefe impoftors : how that they vfed fometimes the help of charmcsjand fbmc- 
times againe dazeled the eyes of the fimpler fort by diabolicallillufions. Now he 
that would fee examples of fuch iuggling (toomit that which hath bene already 
alleadgcdj (hall finde ftore of them in the booke of Conformities fo often before 
alleadged ) where we find fo many to haue bene cured by ^ Francis and his difci- 
ples, and raifed from death to life, that (if it were fo indeed) we might well fay 
they had all miracles at commaund : and that to worke a miracle (and namely to 
raife the dead) was as eafie a matter as to drinkc when one is drie . For what could 
not he do,whofe frock (or cowle) was fuch a worker of wonders,that it gaue fight 
to three blind folkes , one man and two women? And how miraculoufly Friers 
breeches made womens bellies (which were naturally barren) to fwel and tympa- 
nize not fo much as little children but haue heard thereof : and verily fuch 
anions are there regiftrcd for miracles,that a man would thinke the diuelhad em- 
ploved all his charmes,forccries and illufions therein. > 
V i% Tothisknauery we may adde the impofture formerly mentioned, pra- 
ftifed bV thofe huckfters who made the world belceue,that the bones of the nrf t 
malefactor they met withall (for want of better ) were the miraculous bones of 
foch or fuch a Sairtt jwhich they caU telikes. And becaufe there is a notable exam. 
Xkirido^ 

a7ye hafch bene ^made) I wniherelnfertit. But forafmuch aslhaue 
heard it told otherwife then *>^hath recorded it (albeit the difference be in 
SSmtoice and not in the fubftance) I willrelate it both way« leainng the 
R^SSShSchoice. And firft I will tell it as I heard it. A pcdler of Popifh wares 

his relikes in a tauerne , and being not able to »4^tha^ 
3 mfelfe of this deuice.He tooke vp a coale in the prefence ^ho^ 

tnougnt u ArrnwP a »h e monev , wrapp ng it vp in a faire ltnnert cloth. 

^.fckhMte ntaht. Whereupon (lie would needs wager with him, that he 

31 tS her khte t. Well then (quoth he) let the wager be for fo much as 
could not make her kMcit. we i u dclluer me my relikes againe. 

I owe you, vpon condition that it i winnc : you , rf 

Theb5rgalnebeing agreed vpon , h « 8^»g^ ™™ til3t h f would 
wool-gathering) wemto rhc ^hurch jhoe he » d fj^ ^ 

not (hew them the telikes he was :to hew w , 
U5: and thetew thvnfolding h« one of thofe coalcs, vpo« 

good friends , do you marke this c °» lc< ^ " .j", hath a cWa ine fecret 
which the glorious martyr 5 ^^«2S*S«torfwifc *« te* 

property; For no maide that hath loft her virginirie_ ^ h w A 

Uenffiebondotatrimonwaay^ 




ous 
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that if (he ki(Tcd k hcrwagcrwasloftjandknowingon the other fide,tbat if flic did 
not,thc fhould be fulpccted to haue playd her husband a flippery touch, 6V fhould 
not be beleeued though (he made neucr fuch report of the wager which flic had 
laydjwent after all thereft,& kitted this fooles bable. By this deuicc this iolly Frier 
redeemed his relikcs without disburfing one penny, and incrcafed moreouer the 
number of them,by adding this vnto the old. CMenot the Francifian ,whofc tefti- 
mony we need not to fufpcct(confideiing he was made of the fame mould,a Frier 

of the fame fry) toucheth this ftory but by the way, yet he agreeth with me in this 
circumftance,thattherelikeswerelcftinthctaucrne: his words are thefc: VoL+t. 

tol.+.bsc de Hits quirtliquUsfuas tntaberna ferdiderunt , & {I if item inuentumin 
fudarto,loco reliquiarum fu arum \di 'x er ant ejje quo beatm Lanrentm combitftisfucrat* 

And now you (hall heare it as Boccace hath it 3 but more briefly, yet fo as I will not 
omit that which may make for the vndcrftanding of the papifticall ftyle, which 

thefe Fricrdockcrsobfcrtie.Oneof S.Anthonies religious pigs,callcd Frier Onion % 

being accuftomcd to go to a village by -F/o/mf (called Certatd)oncc a yeare to ga- 
ther almcs.went one Sunday morning into the chicfeChurcb,where both towne 
& country was met 1:0 heare MatTc: who "when he law his timc,began in this fort: 
My matters and dames,you haue bin accuftomed of your fpeciall louc and fauor 



fend euery yeare to thepoore which belong to my Lord Baron S. Anthony froth, 
wheate and oates,fbmc more,fome leffe, euery man according to hisabilitie and 
deuotion.-thatblefTed S. Anthony fliould keepe your bullocks,aiTes,fwinc & flieep. 

Befidcs, you were wont (thofe efpecially that are written in our fraternitic) to pa 
that fmall dutie which they pay once only in the yeare.For gathering vp of whi 
things my Lord Abbot hath lent me ; and therefore fee ye miflc not to come k 
the aftcrnoonc into the Church-yard (when you heare the bels ring ) where ac- 
cording to thecuftome I wil make you a Scrmon,and giuc you the croflc to kifle 




Moreouer,forafmuc:h as I know you to be moft deuout fcruants of my Lord Baro 
Anthony ,1 wil fliew you of my efpecial! grace and fauor, a moft holy & goodly 



relike which my felfe brought long fincc fro beyond the feas out of the holy 1 



being oneof theangcl C7/*m<r/jfcthers which he left in the virgin Maries chamber 
when he falutcd her mNatyeth. And hauing thus (aid,hc returned to heare Mafle. 
Now there were two merry copanions in the company,who determined to fliew 
thisiolly Frier a trick of conucyancc concerning the fcther of the Angell Gabri* 

f /.For watching their opportunitic,they went and ranfacked all his packet oftrin- 
kcts>amongft which they found a little coffer wrapped vp in taffata , wherein was 
a fethcr of a Parrots taile,which he would haue made them bcleeuc had bene the 
Angell G^r/W/ feather: as he might cafily haue done without much Rhctoricke; 
feeing the moft of tlicm had not oncly not fcene it,but not fo much as once heard 
ofany fuch thing. Now when thefc good fellowes had taken away the feather 
(bccaufethcywou!dnotleauethccofTcrempty)theymleditv}nvithcoles.Aften 

dinner when the time was come that he fliould (hew this goodly rclickc,hc called 
to his man for the nafli he had giucn him to keepe , willing him to ring the belles 
and cal the people together. And when they were aflemblcd,he began his fermon 
mtrcatingof that which he thought would fit his purpofebeft in regard of his re- 
lick.In the end when he was come to the point to fliew it, he firft made a folemne 
and deuout confeffion,andthen(hauing twolightcd torchcs)hc tooke off the taf- 
feta vetyginplywher^ coffer was wrapped : and fpeaking in the meanc 
while fomcthmgin commendation of the Angell Gabriehv\A of his relicke .he 

opened it And persuing thg tricke which was plaid him(blufliing at it no more 

then 
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hands tohbaucn,iayiingi6 /God^aifid be thy fkwiaer for «u<r/rfo wloney he fliut 
bis cofferiagainc^nct turning him tb the peopic^tdjMy Maffers aiu} Datocs,you 
are to kaavy > • that toy fitperior (errf irie( wnenl.was ayonghtyri ) into the Baft , 
countrcyvand it wasgiiicn<ine in charge, &c.: And making a long di fcouvfe of his 
ttauaUe^ie told the m* that the Patrianrh of lerujJh*$\wA mewed him (anwhgft 

Other clicks) a littlepceee of the hofyQhdfts hoder , asfoonaUHd wholtosauer 



fowas * and the fnowt qf the Serajpthiriwhich appeatedto Santo ffhiwfrt j an<teme> 
of the nailer of the Cherlibia,' ©neofithe fides ofrver hu*n c*t$ytofc abiHimviits of 

the holy QatholickeMht fomebwihes ofthefbniie whichdppttaMd to thenhree 
kings inthe £aft^ and!a iPhiall-fulf of thefweaf ofiSaint M ichttiwban he fought 
with the diucll.Thcfe are the relickeswhich (as'he<faid)the Pahiaroh fhc wed him. 
But behold others .which he didinotdnely fhcwbkn,l?ut alftxghie him. Orterof 

the teeth of the holy CrofTe, a little of the found of the bes of isajbmom Temple,* 

feather of the Angell Gabriel ^ one ofdhecJogs of Saint GerrardoiGranoifavfifr 
fides all thefe,Ih3ue(fai4he)fomeofthbcoalcs Whereon the blefled Martyr Sdint 
Lawrence was broyled. All which I haue broughtinto thefeparts in great deuott* 
on.Howbeit my uipcrior would ncuer fuffcr me to fhew thenyill he was fully re- 
folued whether they were true relicks or not. Butnow being certified, partly by 
the miracles which hau c bene wrought hy them .) partly by letters from the Patri- 
arch,he hath permitted me to fhew them . And becaufe I daretruft none with 
them, I cary them alwaies about me:ahd for that I was afraid! fhould man* the 

hnghGahrielf feather J put it in a litdeboxc, andthe coalcs whereon Saint Law. 
rente was broyled in anothcr^which boxesare fo like one another,that I often take 
the one for the other,as now it happeneth. Forwhereasmypurpofewastohauc 
brought the boxe wherin the feather was, I brought that wherin the coales were. 
But I hope there is no hurt herein, fithence it is the will of God it fliould be fo, he 
hau ing put the boxe of coales into my hands. And now I remember the f eaft of S. 
Lawrence is to be celebrated within thefe two daiesjand therefore,cVc.I leaue the 
reft to fuch as defire further information hereof: confidering that this ftory is en- 
richedras the reft of the fameauthor) but with accuftomable lyes , common and 
ordinary with thefe falfe Fry ers.For which caufe I would not omit them . 

26 And thus thou feeft (gentle Reader) ho w their falfe miracles haue bene 
difcouered and laid open to the fight of the Sunne,as well as their other trumpc- 
ries.But as blind Bar tin, w faw no more in the cleare Sunne-fli.ne then . m a gloo. 
my day,nor at noone^lay then at mid-night: fo we are to thinke that the firty fe- 
duced world had fo loft the vfe of reafon,& was W 
blind and brutifli in mattets of religion , tet^rt^^tototovfr 
rommUted before their eyes, were once perceiued by them .For it is well knowne 
hS ^ head \v ^iiultitude would breake forth into plaine mutmunng and mtftr 
^nffic to du tft fa v,that that which they held to be a miracle, was but 

tricke of a quackfaluing mountebanke/lbeit it had bene difcouered by 

they haue growne to harder tcrmcs; euento 

breake open tnc pruoi u to remember that which I touched 

ShtUfcenc«hdr cunning~n = 
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Lrtm Lusher w«(to fay nothingof^/#i **» ^,/^ of ^iand the 

S wcdecdfci") and yctthcfluill found thereof fpent it felfe and vamflied 

away S [the ayrc^nd was neucrable to pierce their an of along time,ihcy were 

fo tWckbofhcariog*But in the end.the Lord who had fent this his trumpeter^ 
med thfife ckafe adders in fuch fort , thathocaufed them to end their patient on* 
Buthow(may fame fay ) could Churchmen matntalne dicfchiesfincethe tonding 
of thisafcrmct cfperially fincc the coming of Antichnft wayproclaimed through^ 
theworlclan dthwKttle children could fee their knaucries , and touch thefm (as W 
wereVwith their£ngers For anfwer whercumo,lef poftentic know (howcuer 
thev may wondcDtp hearc it)tfaat they haue kept their kitchinshot 5 and fed I then*, 
fdues fat by other meanes. FAiwhcn theyi pcrcciucd thdt die: truth of God made 
open warre againft them, and that it got ground of them by little and little, win- 
nmfi from theminow one peece,now another : they (hewed thetnfelue*' no Idfc 
audi and curriu%. fell and furious againft thofe that ftood in defence thereof (if 
once they fell into their douches) then the Lion or Tygre, nay then the'Lionefle 
dotbagainft thofe that rob her of her whclpes , as (hall be declared in the Chap. 

tcr following. 





CHAP. XL. 

Wherein it declared how that after pojleritie jball haue wondered at the long mimutd 
folly of Popijbpdciffes and abufes jt wil further wonder how the open difiouering 

of them fhotddhauecoftfomanymentheirliues^whowereperfecuted by 

the Cleargie: and will iudge this /lory no leffe grange 

then fundry recorded by Herodotus. 

i 

N the time of our Anceftors,while(t the folly of the former abufeg 
was in the ruffc,the Clcargie not content to be reucrenced and a- 
dored of the poore people, to haue their purfes at command when 
they thought good, and to terrifie them with their excommunica- 

dons, came to this paffe,cuen to fct their feete in their neckes , not 

commonly faid by a figuratiue fpeech, but really and indeed. Nay,one of 
tlicir Popes was not afliamed to fct his foote in the Emperours nccke . For it is a 
knowne and famous hiftory (neither hath it bin forgotten by thofe that haue writ- 
ten theliues of Popes)how that Alexander the third hauing commanded the Em- 
pcrour Fredericke to proftrate himfelfe , and aske him pardon for his on c ence(bc- 
fore a multitude of people, in Saint Marks Church at Venice,) the Emperour at his 
commaund kneeled downe* whereupon this gentle Popc,fetting his foote vpon' 
his throte(or as fome fay , in his neck) (aid,// is written ^thou jhalt walk vpon the AJfe 

and the Baftliskejheyong Lion and the Dragon Jhalt thou tread under thy feetcj.Thc 

Emperour highly offended at this fo great contempt and outragc,nnfwcred, I do 
notihis to theejbttt to Saint Peter.Thcn he treading vpon him the fecond rime/aid, 

Both to me, and to Saint Peter. N o w here it is to be noted,that th c ch icfe ca u(e of 
this Emperours coming, was, that he might be abfblucd from the Popes excom- 
munication . Further, we readc how that the Venetians lent an EmbafTadour to 
Pope Clement the fif t,called Francis Dandalus, to intreate for absolution from the 

Popes excommunication (for he had excommunicated them againc and againe, 

and curfed them with bell,booke and candle; and (not content to thunder out all 

forts 
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forts of Ecclefiafticall tfertfures^ hadcaufed ihetmfido to be^ublifhifd againft 

them in Italy.) But he rcfufed to abfyluectofm, tillihat the Embaffadoun (irtway 
of honorable (atisf action) had put a doggc* roller about his.*)eckc^{hnd. there- 
with had crept vpon all foure,thekngth/of thei^thalrin^hepallace qfi<- 

fbr which fa& he was cucr after at Venice called dog?; nThe laidPopewal* 



king vpon a time through thecitieof %wtf,vpdwthe riuer Loyr^ih gre$ttppmp 



thing but a frumpe for his labour, and that by thePope himfclfe,for holding 
left ftirrop in ftcad of the right. With which flout the Emperour being fonw 



had (amongft others) for his attendants, or rather feruinc^itoirrond lackey qtht 
King of England and the King of France j one vpon his iigfcit harfdi and another 
on his left; one of them leading hibhorfc by thebridlci jWbtdadcalfo how-die 
forefaid Emperour*iW*wife attended vpon Popff^/r^tbo fouith (thismans 
predeceflbr) like a blc w-coate 5 atleaft,tbatheheldhimtheftirropwhen helighr 
ted off his horfe>by the fame token,that in lieu of this fo great humility jhe got no-i 

being forowhat 

moued, laid , / rv<ts netter brought vp in fuch a tradeiand thou art the firjl on whom I 
haue thus attended . And what arrogant fpecches vfed Boniface ' the eight to Kjng 

Phtlip the faire^vhen he made no bones to tell him,thatby reafon of his difobedt- 
ence and contumacy,thc kingdome of France was fallen into the lapfe,and deuol^ 
ucd to the Church of Rome? The faid Pope hauing his fword by his fide,was not 
afliamed to brag and boaft of himfelfe (hauing refufed now the third time to giue 
to Albert Duke oiAuUria, the title of Emperour of Germany) that himfelfe for- 
footh was Emperour,and Lord of all the world. 

a And futable to that which hath bene faid of the excommunication olFre- 
jericke the Emperour by Pope ^AT4»isfeythethird ? that is to be noted which Ma- 
chiauel faith , that Popes become great by three things , by excommunications, by 
pardons, by weapons . y ea fo great, that whereas in times paft they were fubiefl to 
Kings in ciuill caufes,novv they are aboue them,and take vpon them to command 
them.Foritistobe obferued.that by reafon of their pardons or indulgences they 
were worfhipped as gods, and gathered Peters pence apace: by reafon of excom- 
munication they were feared; whereof we may fee. infinite examples in the hues 
of Popes. And thefc words thunderbolt and thuhdemg helped them well to 
plav their parts with thofe whotooke the Pope to be the man whom he affirmed 
himfelfe oo be. Yet I will not fay,but that they haue innched themfelues by their 
excommunications. For as they forbad the vfe of fundry things,to the : e„ I men 
might buy difpenfations : fo they excommunicated men to the end hcym gh 
£ ! abfoiutions . As we reade how the forefaid Emperour Frederick bought his 

of 20 d But what P fl,ill vie fay to Boniface the eigh t,who not con tent to excom mu. 
r Sttihc French King according to the vfual manner,e X communicated him and 
ST^^^a^ By which we may pcrceiue how at their pleafu e 

they trod Kings ■ an^mp fottiflinefle of the world.For what co- 



p^pe, when tc ; (pi«. he (Md ^X^:^^ 

gences granted to the ^^S»SSaS^d haocdcliucrcd many 
vertue in them as they were lu ppoled to naue, tncy mv trutnpe- 
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into Pureatory againe. As a male&aor who hauing got out :cf prifon by oncannt 

o^pffi&f it fo M o« that his pardon be reuerfcd or repeaKthere 

is no remedy,he owft be caft into ptifim againc 



3 



StAM^ay f« how men excommunicate were driuen to deft 



iJSScwas taken of the Laitie for offending and wronging the 

n^SSSSSSLfcA in the lift of flMrfe the third » where u « la.a,«hat 

bS«SriSftJbc excommunicating cenainc :of themMaufe they paid- 

& Noted* Pope was neuer at quiet till for this one he had hanged foure 
\lTd TSmLi »Wed their children. Which hiftory to omit other part^ 
2h«m mtowSat adcfpctaK cafe poore foules were driuen by this i nana. 
Fo2 . n« Sk that theywliich di«5 fo handle their Bin>op(who had excom- 
S L would hauCbroken out into fo great outrage.but that formerly 

Sadbcne inftant fuppliants and importunate lui.ers for an abfolimon 5 which 

bcinp denied.caufed them to fall into this mad mood. _ 

T Conf dernow(gentleReader) how theft Ant.chr.fts made all the world 

t . . v 9 /i i i n.., »Uo/ol C^hurrh-mrn were nei- 



to tremble vnder them.for if any final reply and fay.that al Church-n.cn were nei- 

the Pop "nor Prelates ,to tape the people in fi.chaw.and to be fo much feared. 
SdKm to rem'eber what the prouc.be faith, 
kEiput Ms Udfim* jwhich (if I be not decciued)ha.h bene more truly 
verified,and better praiifed by the.thenby any men in thecarth.For hardly dutft 

aman lookca paliryprieftinmetacc.forthegrcat reuerence and refpeit which 
™ had of our holy mother the Church . Bef.dcs it is to be obferucd that .heir 

Lord and Maifter did not rcferue the thunderbolt of excomunication to himfelfe 

alonejbut affoorded it thcm.whcn and as often as they flood in need; which they 

fo little fpared .that for halfc a quart <ttfi»,y<* for a matter of three pencc(as Mtnet 
fiithlthev would not ftick to excomunicate poorc men,who were thcrupon dri- 
uen to defpairc , as thinking ihemfelues to be damned. And becaufe the place m 

OUU» ftiueth fo fitly for this purpofc,! will here infer it. He faith therefore/,/. 
ii? coU. He that is excommunicated, is forfaken of God ,and giuen ivp into the 

" power of all the diuels in hell: and therefore it is a great and g. icuous finne to put 

" fudi a fiiarpefword into the hand of afoolifli Prelar,fceing it is no fmall matter to 
" fend a man to thediuell. Sutable hereunto a Caualicr (aid vpon a time to one of 
ourorder : Softly father, I would gladly be rcfolued of you m a difficult poinnl 



0> 



fuffkiently wonder at the "dealing which is pradifed at this day 



n Church in that we fccular men fend thofe whom we cut off with the ftroke of m- 

" ftice to hcauen :you Church-men fend them ftraight to the diucll.I will flicvv you 
how:whenwecondemnanymantodeath(whichhehathiumydeferued)beforc 

, wc fend him to the gallows,weprocure fomcgood man to flinuc hira,and when 
he is led to the place of execution ,wc comfort him and put him in good hope 5 and 

* labor by all meanes to work him to a good difpofitio,that fo he may dye in a good 
3> mind: whereas you Clergy-men (whohauc the curc,and mould haue the care of 
" mens foules)for three fingle pence,or an old paire of flioocs, fend a man foule and 

body, cloathes and all to the diuell : fuch great zeale you haue of the faluation of 
" our foules.To which thisghoftly father(as"he confeiTed to me) could notanfwer 
, him with al his diuinitie^eeine his confeience told him that he fpake nothing but 
" the very truth :& he is yet to take counfcll of bis pillow what anfwer to make him. 

* If this poorc Francifian was conftrained to cofelTe thus much/who had affirmed 



alittle before, that all that were excommunicated by Priefts,werc no long 



der 
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derthejtfote&ktyt^^i^ 

vptb Sadiih,infuc)ttifi>rntiia4J gufliPwjMhgoadBndayi wheonMapray nbtanely. 

fo*C|?«^syiijiflthi!& pray bot fat 

them.) \i (liky) Ws^nfcience infill cedJiiw to cofefle thh^in what a pitUWpjight 

(«wyl^thwke}weVe&^ 
withtlw ttrtJ ndecbolt of excommunication 
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And no inathicHi if they ftopd in^futh !^bCftob«eKei&iiiimiDicated;^ 
Pi ieft icohfider hig thtjopinion whiBhtiicy had afithem ( which was oftenbeMen 

their headtOlmeahe thebpini^ which they had of their (power & authority j 



for thpy would notftibtoto &y,PmSAa,Oliantmm tfiftttfiitttAn^lorm^ 
ummpMfrmt fucrdotum. Which fentence is alleadgcd by <Mtml fit .10^ . And 
God kiiowes what goodly lying legends they alltadg«d to pvflufcthc power, «Ag- 
nitic and sreatnefreof Priefts.As when Smlttt recordcfh/«/.i47^/.3. mat: after 
that the F^nour Cn»/M»< had bene baptized.hefcntbacke two PnefU which 
came to him for the deciding of icomroucrfic which was betwixt them,and that 

he fhouUf fay vnto them , U belong* M to tut to ndgithm tfatxim, gods .And 

whatwouldwcmortJWhenthcyapplyfundryplacoof Scripture to thcir.fhaue- 

Umx.which were written of Chrifthimfelft.motherhercwithcontcnt,forgefun- 

dry fables touching dioft range tormdflts infliaed^pon thofe dm had at y.way 
wLsed oroffended Church-men,or had callcdihen .bvany terme woriethen 
their names Andas for Priefls,thcir <hauen crowne(which might not be touched 

Kcfcduhrpower (yeaofKingsandEm 

Sffi&t fort> lt certaine theeU<5(as hiftor.es tcpon)wovdd 
n«ds be foauen in the Priefls cut, that if they weretata.they might befcntto 
rhehconipTtcmEc efiafticallludges, that is, might efcapeandbefaatlibmie 
S3£&t g«od. No«v«thftandmg,euen ihoft Church-men which 

Z toe mvLmaued, buconely fomelerter markc and character of he 

EfS i Shd bragge of thisVuilcdge of exemption from (ecular 
pPX J Cr * A n \ mnchin * their cofenins conueyances, it is no marucll if they were fo 

terrified them with the fearc ^^^SS^ we reade in ,he 
Purgatory or in hell, «^^^hriT ofaman whohauingbut 
bookeof Conformut* of Samt w < t ,n , crucll pai.ic in 

once omitted to make a legge at G ';"^'"' c ^ e pu 8 ni n )mC nts which haue 
Purgatory. They alfo alleadgcd « mfku <* rf Qne ridiculous 

bene inflifted vpon men in *» b ^S^^and rwen,wi,i. was bla- 

caricdabout with him. the ooore people were nuzzled in ignorance, 

7 Wc may alfo pe rce l u ueho ^Tm uXeucconcernin Lutherans (as 

bylhatwhichat thcfirftthc) ^J^J^ vndcrftand that they 
tney tear me them : ) for they ™™«ff 0 d,ey were fuch as had 

like vnto othermcn,and that they naanon ^> bene 
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vine baulked . aridarmcd themiclucs with texts of holy Scripture aga jnft the 

rhnr A otTlometas that they made thcmbclceue , that in {hape and figure they 
SSXmef , Satthey made a moxkeofGoda^aU religion, that 



S^W E common and in a word, that they were worfe then ttrte 
*$»umu Itisfurthertobenoted, dattpoKprtrfdiefimplcp^taiepr 



nuL u f a long time, whether a JMfcrff were the name of a man or of a beau.For it 

ported If one who being called a Luther* ,askcd his feted whit this name l«- 

raC ant,who told him that it was a difcafe ten times worfe then the Lenrofie : 
which be did fo firmly belceuc,that falling ficke not long after, he fent his ftate to 
the Phy fitian, with this commandement , that they mould enquire of him, it he 

and their iuggling 



were not a Lutheran* 



tricks fo well difcouered,that euen litle children could laugh them to fcornc,it was 
neceflary for them to deuifc fome other meancs whereby to maintain themfelues. 
For how the Cleargie terrified men with the thunderbolt of excommunication 
Avhenastheyofrheiamereligion feared it no more then a childs rattle , or the 
crackc of a pot-gun) may appeare by the Emperour Char fa the fift (who was not 
only a fauorer but alfo a def ender thereof ; ) for being menaced with excommuni- 
cation by Pope P aulas the third,if he would not yeeld vp Play fame into his hands 
(after the death of Peter Lewisjfac let him vndcrftand by his EmbaiTadour,that he 
would thunder and lighten with his canons and artilcry,if he wold needs be thun- 
dring with his excommunications. What meancs then vfed they (may we thinke) 
to flop vp the light ot the truth,that it might not preuaile againft the darknefie of 
their lying legends* Verily the fame that we find reeiftred otPhalarisJufirisflerp 
and fuch of the like ftraimBut what do I compare them with thefe gentlety rants? 



For they ncuer thought of the tenth part of thecruelties which thefe hel-hounds 
hauc pra&ifed againft thole that maintained the truth,and armed themfelues with 
the word of God to vphold his credit and caufe: for they chopped Logicke with 



mcm^andanfivered them againc with fire and iword,andall kind of torments :and 
in fo doing were both parties and iudges ; taking it to heart as a matter that did fit 
very neare them 5 bccaufc they forefaw that this light which fome laboured to giue 
entrance vnto,wold in the end put out the great fire of their greafie kitch in . And it 
but loft labor to alleadge Scripture againft them : for their bellies( which made 



buttons already for feare of paying their intereft) had no cares , as wee know 
mans belly hath, according to the common faying. One brother was moued to 
accufe another,the wife to accufe her husband 3 the husband the wife$ parents to 

appeale their owne children , yea to be their tormenrors,hang-men and cxecutio- 

ners,for default of others.Thcy of the lnquifttion (as they are called; had their fpies 

abroad in ail quarters,to whom they gaue the vvatchword.No witneiTes might be 

refuftd though neuer fuch theeues, murderers, malefactors (nay confrarily they 
often efcaped fcotfrec in recompence of their falfe depofitions.) They gaue their 
word to fuch as wereaccufcd or fufpe&ed,to the end they might toule them in, 
but thought it a finne to keepc promife with them, alleadging tor themfelues this 
goodly text, Hareticts fides non eft feruanda. O thers were euen halfe dead before 
they came into the tormentors hands , comming forth of dungeons where they 
had bene encountred by toades and fuch like vermine : yea iometimcs they came 
old men out of pri(bn,who were yong when they went tn.They that caried alms 
to the prifbner^werc permitted torelieueah\iauc thole that were imprifbned for 

natter of religion. And he that Cud,hc pitied them^was in great danger , though 

he 
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CHAPTER: tXtL. . # 7 
he had nb radre pitieaEtncm then ofatfog. Whcicupon I remember a ftaflfcoU 

dozen vtrfes ra^byiajlearnedmao endowed wim j^^^hidt yetdoUbMf 



r 

9 * 
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t 



rHh in him, in whichregarji hcis greatly belouedofthe godly^and extreme^ rhati 

ted of me tekedi • •;••! ) •y'^-Ai: ,.j Mini n[ l \')<'\ - • «..f h n» 

'if ihifetmontftdejfitifiiiukyi ?: >: : :<-.-m\'\ • •' ^brio^-i /.u.-ajiI'I i. 
Trouue vn f outworn dimkbhtlk ■ » iU. u.dhni; ih-isrM flhriO 

Tout'frudttm ftbtitonadti » ! // ) > -m-Mii i .. . -. • >l rnrii V< 

)CmmsstywMafoeUtpr. f t •,/ ....v-.vidwilv.'.: • '.• *\ v ' * 

itrjin ytwihy eitortt m\ h\\x >\ \> > . r, ; h '). . .-. r .'■ omv ^' i • *v. ill*! 
' 'Jj&imijkm&fotofi<l*&+' • oKvi-.-ii '.nKfion-i' i-l..ac)2-ji:u 

Bmi/ktmnisij' qui* >t\ : - \<)%y.i.\\C\ yvS* vm nor/-; 

yieilfom%ai»nmgtnm(em^\ . \ , )d-xwVir' \ ^bubno-j oT" . ••juil 

tu riot pointftm detfames* . \a\ y: c 

That is, 

Lifet mounted on his m*fa 
As he went along th 
Came where an hog on burning lay 
His mult began firaight to recoile, 

edidtbefatideteft, 
f eard to hurt her fellow bta8. 
'long,fo farre Jhe backward fied, 

That Lifet prdher till jhe bled. ; 
7et jlillferfiree jhe drew him bat ' 
Vntillhe tooke another tracke. , 
Thou meafeUwretchwithJauce-feumefaei. 

)fthis our age t heiuft dijgrace 





Tfo beajl cannot abide Anfogfhotdd b 



fwaded F*JU MmHfe would ^^^TiS bJfuft «hey cut out 
and grcateft torment vpon them tofa(«J •«* ° ^ fpeK h,which 

/4r« permitted to thofe whom * no noifc at all.Cut be as 

thei toneues.th.ey gagged * t ^^fiXJStfcd them.ot to maleany 

muteas fihes. N either w* uitlafe ^^Hf hecon (bncy of thofe who 

(h av or femblance thereof, much lefle to comm™ |? 
tod the meanes left them to maoueft «t » « •JS^.^ do.h not thereup. 

on follow but that greater is praflued at this day . out ^ 



THEiFJ R>ST 



BOOKE 



S£«ueh^be found, w toSrinue the fiw of foraieMunes.For our Sauiour. 

^rfffi of thcPhoenix , and that in fatregreattrmeafae : famferficMf 
aPh«nl^ngender butaWnix : wher^«h ? a(h«Wafiuthfuttfcfuant of 
rhriftbreed^aiidbriiv;ethfoithanumo^^ v_ 

W poSctiue iudge ( whiA^ciludge^then. paraaU- 

«, o^palCwheAet %r.J«*do record anWofo foto^eand cxttmrfy foo- 
^(h is the foienamed, piaffed and endured by jhoferttoshjue fojong lent the* 
Sand do euenat £ day)«o fuch abu^Andoo dteo«herfide whether he 

thing halfe fofoange°' incredible* thu ;,. viz. that the detect of 

ffluteOike to yong childTens fpott)lhouMcoft fonkny thoufa nd men , 
lines. To conclude, 1 beTeech God in tbeiianiet.fh K <bnne UfmCbnfiov 
Lord, that poftetity fto whoqa lapp^as torayeAmMteni Iu Jge) 




may neuet fee fuch abofes as thefebe^dierwile then in p 

payas here they xetobe feene- .-v. 




Faults cfcaped,thus to be amended, 
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